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PHOTOGRAPHS had been 
a with care and had come 
sharp. One was of a sflver- 
k gorilla and the other a 
' ben They were taken by 
• y and meant to be me- 
an exciting holiday. 
I turned over the 
, . began to grasp the 

darkness of what hap- 
I at BwindL 

1 re, in black ink, in 

1 ed schoolboy French, 

:e note at the back of the 
Apjphoto: “This is the pun- 
^_nt for Anglo-Saxons who 
<4 pasted us an to protect the 
soc£y and oppress the 
’ testy." 

j rid then at the back of the 
I ajasher print “Here is the 
ofafl the Anglo-Saxons who 
*ray us to the NDotics (Tut- 
against the Bantu culti- 
fiers (the Hutu). Hyou do hot 
nderstand this lesson it’s be- 
ause you don’t want to toi- 
lers tand - but you will 
understand the forces of na- 
ture." 

The photographer is now 
dead, along with the seven oth- 
ers who were marched away to 
lie butchered in- the jungle. 
They were hacked down from 
behind by machetes carried to 
dear a path through the jungle. 

Holding the photographs, 
Strangely uncrumpled and 
new-looking, I thought of the 
cold brutality with which the 
killers chopped down their vic- 
tims and then calmly sat down 
to pen these long, defiant mes- 
sages to the outside world. 

Then I looked around at 
what had been left behind by 
those men and women, fright- 
ened and some of them dying, 
as they were led off. There was 
a fixture list for Wolverhampton 
Wanderers, and then, over 
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A message found on the body of one of the eight tourists murdered in the Bwindi National Park. It translates: This is the punishment for the Anglo-Saxons who sold ns out Yon are protecting the 
minority and oppressing the majority* Right: Ugandan soldiers guarding one of the tourist camp-sites attacked by the Hutujnarauders on Monday. APfReuters 


there, thestubofa ticket to see 
Shakespeare in Love at a 
cinema in Putney, London. 
Thrown on the floor were cas- 
settes of Crowded House and a 
mountaineering magazine 
called Get High. Little touches 
of lives of ordinary people 
which had been tossed away by 
the gunmen as they rummaged 
through the huts. 

TO* had come down to the Im- 
penetrable Fbrest in a troop-car- 
rying helicopter accompanied 
by a phalanx of soldiers in cam- 
ouflage nervously fingering 
semi-automatic rifles. After 


landing, as we made our jour- 
ney along a track to the safari 
camps, a group of villagers 
came out to watch. They had 
seen a lot of men with guns re- 
cently. The officers tried to re- 
assure them that this time they 
had nothing to fear: 

Then there we were, in 
among toe huts where the Hutu 
militia had descended that 
morning to begin a nightmare. 
There lay the upturned skele- 
ton of a burnt-out truck, the 
kind of thing one might see in 
a bad road accident But this 
one had been deliberately set 


on fire and rolled on to the body 
of Paul Wagaba, the communi- 
ty warden, one of the few who 
had managed to return fire be- 
fore the camp was over- 
whelmed. “He was a brave 
man,” whispered a young war- 
den, and crossed WTngptf 
There were other bumt-out 
wrecks of four-wheel drives, and 
there were the huts with the 
roofs burnt out and looking out 
into a vivid blue, cloudless sky, 
and a few bits of furniture 
which had been smashed by the 
raiders, perhaps frustrated at 
not finding more loot 


The air around us hung 
heavy and stagnant Looking up 
from the campsite, the hills 
appeared steep and uncom- 
promising. It would have been 
a hard climb for the hostages 
as they were pushed and prod- 
ded up that path, not knowing 
what was to happen to them. 

Jeremiah IWfoomujni was 
there when the rebels came. He 
spoke softly, pausing some- 
times as images of the nigh t 
came racing into bis mind. 
There were women, women 
among the rebels. They were 
shouting “Zona, mafartmgo,’' 


Kinyarwanda for “Bring 
money”. They dressed ordi- 
nary like civilians, but they 
were carrying guns, machetes 
and hammers. They were 
breaking down doors, they 
were screaming: 

“1 ran into the bush to hide. 
But I could see what they were 
doing. Theywere setting fire to 
the buildings and the trucks and 
then they killed Paul Wagaba 
and burned his body ..." His 
voice faded away to a whisper 

Alongside him, Chris Orye- 
ma remembers the red head- 
bands of the rebels dancing in 


front of his eyes in the night lit 
by burning cars. “There were 
about 200 of them," he said. 
They were all quite young, 
none of them over 30. They 
were vicious. I just jumped out 
of the window and rolled into 
the bush and I am alive now.” 

Lieutenant-Colonel Benon 
Biraro looked up into the 
canopy of the fbrest and said: 
“Wfe shall find them, catch them 
and ifnecessary kill them. They 
are going into the Congo. We 
have followed them there.” 

Then, taking a deep breath, 
he outlined what bad happened 


after the rebels had taken the 
hostages. “After getting the 
tourists in the morning we 
know two or three women 
couldn’t cope, they couldn't 
climb the MU, they pleaded 
with the rebels and were re- 
leased But then we know there 
were two other women who also 
had problems walking (he hUL 
This was the first group that 
was killed, including a man.” 

In a concerted operation by 
Rwandan and Ugandan troops, 
15 Hutu rebels of the gang 
which murdered the tourists 
were killed to an amb u sh inside 


British fury at US 
aver ‘banana war’ 


Bramleys face child 
abduction charges 


IN AN unprecedented move, 
the United States ambassador 
was called to the Department 
of TTade and Industry last night 
to hear government protests at 
trade sanctions imposed by the 
US in a row over bananas. 

Stephen Byers, the Secre- 
tary of State for Trade and In- 
dustry, told the ambassador, 
Philip Laden that the Govern- 
ment “deplored" the US’ uni- 
lateral action in imposinga 100 
per cent tariff on luxury goods 
from the European Union, in- 
cluding British cashmere. 

■ British taxpayers may now 
have to pay up to £l7m to pro- 
tect about 500 jobs in the cash- 
mere industry in the Scottish 
, T s ’wders after the Government 
Komised to pay the duty. 

Downing Street officials 
protested directly to the White 
House, but there was no contact 
between Tbpy Blair and Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton on the issue. . 

Mr Blaic who this week ad- 
vised Europe to follow the US 


BY COUN BROWN, 

Stephen Castle 
and Andrew Marshall 


The flashpoint fra 1 the trade 
row was America’s failure this 
week to win World Trade Or- 
ganisation (WTO) backing for 
its demand that the EU drop 
tariffs on large-scale Central 
America producers’ exports of 
bananas - which are mainly 
owned by US corporations. 

The US complained erf unfirir 
trade restrictions against its 
producers compared with the 


CTwnllpr Pftrihhpan banana pwv- 
ducers, who can export tariff- 
free to the EU. Because of 
historical colonial links to the 
island communities, many EU 
countries want to protect them 
from the economic damage of 
direct competition. 

Rather than wait fora WTO 
ruling, wMch it promised 
“soon" after 15 March, the US 
imposed a 100 per cent tariff 
yesterday on selected EU lux- 
ury goods, from Italian hand- 
bags to pecorino cheese. 
Brussels reacted with fluy, ac- 


By Kate Watson-Smyth 




CAU-IN* YELLOW!: 


a visit to Scotland: “We must 
make sure this is resolved. .. No 
one should be in any doubt 
about our determination to 

make sure... jobs are protected” 



WTO rules. 

The internati onal t radin g 
system only works if all coun- 
tries ftiifii their obligations,” 
said Ambassador Peter Scbo; 
US special trade negotiator; an- 
nouncing the sanctions. 

EU negotiators believe the 
US has struck such an aggres- 
sive position on a relatively in- 
significant dispute to lay down 
a marker in looming dashes 
over US-produced hormone- 
treated beef and genetically 
modified crops and foods. 

Banana wars, page 3 
Leading article. 
Review, page 3 


A COUPLE who went an the run 
for 17 weeks with their two fos- 
ter children are to be charged 
with abduction, police said 
yesterday. 

Jeff and Jenny Bramley dis- 
appeared from their home in 
Cambridgeshire last Septem- 
ber hours after they were due 
to return the two little girls to 
social services. 

They reappeared last Janu- 
ary and after a private hearing 
in the High Court, a judge ruled 
that it was in the interests of 
Jade Bennett five, and her 
half-sister Hannah, three, that 
the Bramleys be granted tem- 
porary custody. 

But to the surprise of many 
of those dose to the case, Cam- 
bridgeshire police issued a 
statement yesterday, saying: 
“A married couple, aged 35, 
are to be charged with child ab- 
duction, the Crown Prosecution 
Service has advised. 

“The couple were inter- 
viewed by police officers in 
January and a file was sub- 
mitted to the CPS for review 
and advice.” 

The couple will appear in 





The couple who went on the ran for 17 weeks PA 


court on a date to be fixed. 
Cambridgeshire social services 
declined to comment 

But a police source dose to 
the case admitted there was 
“great surprise” that the CPS 
had decided to proceed with the 
case. Abduction carries a max- 
imum seven-year sentence. 

A spokesman fin- the Na- 
tional Association of Probation 
Officers said that the case was 
“unique". 

The Bramleys disappeared 
after social services refused 
them permission to adopt the 
girls they had been fostering 
for seven months with a view 


to keeping them permanently. 

They returned only after an 
open letter from Cam- 
bridgeshire social services stat- 
ed that the department would 
not oppose them reapplying to 
adopt the children. 

The couple wrote an open 
letter to several newspapers, 
pleading to be allowed to be the 
girls' “Mummy and Daddy for- 
ever”. 

At a private hearing in the 
Family Division of the High 
Court in January, Mrs Justice 
Hogg said the children could 
stay with the Bramleys for the 
time bong. 
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Livingstone’s 
mayoral bid 
is ‘buried’ 


KEN LIVINGSTONE’S hopes of 
becoming Mayor of London 
are “dead and buried*' accord- 
ing to senior Labour figures 
who claim be has breached 
part}' rules in his campaign to 
stand for the top post 

Part}' sources confirmed to 
The Independent that the for- 
mer Greater London Council 
leader has ruined his chances 
by failing to meet Millbank 
guidelines on campaign spend- 
ing and materials. 

The Brent East MP 
launched his "Let Ken Stand" 
bid last month with full-page 
adverts in the London Evening 
Standard, leaflets and a rally 
attended by 1,200 people. 

But party officials believe 
that the campaign, together 
with Mr Livingstone's political 
record, contravenes strict 
guidelines drawn up to ensure 
that no one can “bqy " their way 
in any Labour contest 

A detailed charge sheet has 
been drawn up that alleges 
“Red Ken" has breached seven 
out of nine specific rules cov- 
ering Greater London Assem- 
bly candi dates - 

The confidential rules, which 
are only available to those in the 
party- who are involved in the 
process and certain to be ex- 
tended to the mayoral contest 
insist that all campaign mate- 
rials have to approved, forbid 
newspaper ads and limit spend- 
ing to £1.000. Only two mailshots 
are likely to be allowed in the 
mayoral race. 

Officials say that Mr Living- 
stone has admitted raising 
£3.400. has used newspaper 
ads and sent out a leaflet to all 
Labour councillors across Lon- 
don detailing his manifesto. 
“Let Ken Stand" t-shirts, 
badges and leaflets fall foul of 
the guidelines on spending and 
materials, they say. 

Officials also allege that he 


by Paul Waugh 

Political Correspondent 

has breached Rule 4 of the can- 
didates' code of conduct which 
states that no candidate should 
issues statements to the media 
about aqy aspect of the selec- 
tion procedure. 

The MP has frequently at- 
tacked the suggestion that a 
vetting panel of 16 party figures 
should be allowed to prevent 
him putting his name on ballot 
papers for London's 69,000 
Labour members. 



Ken Livingstone: Labour 
claims he breached rules 

Millbank further alleges that 
the MP has disqualified himself 
on two elements of the personal 
specification for candidates. 
These insist on a ’‘commit- 
ment to party polity and pro- 
gramme and campaigns" and 
a “commitment to the principle 
of a Greater London Assembly 
and Directly Elected Mayor". 

The detailed rule breaches, 
taken with Mr Livingstone’s po- 
tentially low score on a “loyalty 
test", mean that he is not likely 
to even make the longlist for in- 
terviews for the mayoral can- 
didacy. it is claimed. 
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THERE’S NO SUBSTITUTE FOB THE OU EXPERIENCE 


A National Executive Com- 
mittee source sakL “He has put 
himsrif outside the rules an 
this." Another said: “After 
laimrhing this nampaign, he’s 

dead and buried He’s given us 
all the a mmunition we needed". 

A party insider said Mr Liv- 
ingstone's appeal for public 
funds left him open to the 
charge that Labour's political 
opponents could be supporting 
his campaign try to influ- 
ence an internal party matter 
“He has dearty breached 
the spirit of the rules. The 
rules are drawn up in the first 
place to make sure that no one 
can buy their way into any 
election within the party. That 
means no posters, ads, or nan- 
approved material. 

The scoring system is sys- 
tematic, not drawn up arbi- 
trarily - and on loyalty and 
commitment to the prinri^e of 
a Mayor, he scores abysmally." 

The party has already used 
its Excalibur rebuttal comput- 
er. which was devised to attack 
the Tories in opposition, to find 
quotes from House of Com- 
mons speeches, media com- 
ments and press articles for 
evidence of his disloyalty. 

Although Labour has yet to 
formally draw up its selection 
procedure, it is being stressed 
that the Livingstone eampaign 
is dearty aimed at influencing 
such a contest 
Last night, Mr Livingstone 
insisted that he was not cam- 
paigning for the mayoralty but 
simply for his right to stand. 

“As soon as the Millbank 
mafia make clear rm allowed to 
stand, my campaign will stop. 
Once the rules are extended, I 
will obey them," he said. “The 
machinations of these anony- 
mous spin doctors run the risk 
of us losing the mayoralty. If 
they rig the ballot, there is a 
chance Labour will lose.” 



Cook 

admits 

three 

leaks 


By Fran ab hams 
Wfestmin&terCorresDondPn, 


Tony Blair at Arrows shipyard in Glasgow. He is offering the Scottish Parliament more leeway Colin Templeton 


'Control freak’ Blair seeks a 
softer look with Scottish trip 


TONY BLAIR wifi seek to soft- 
en his “control freak” image 
today by promising that the new 
Scottish Parliament will allow 
Scotland to go it alone on key 
polity issues from this: summer 
In an important concession 
to taffies north of the border the 
Prime Minister will tell the an- 
nual conference of the Scottish 
Labour Party that devolution 
will bring diversity and dis- 
tinctive policies. The more con- 
ciliatory tone will be seen as a 
response to criticism that Mr 
Blair has been reluctant to 
turn Labour’s rhetoric on de- 
volution into reality. The 
Labour leadership has been ac- 
cused of vetoing left-wingers as 
candidates for the parliament 
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By Andrew Grice 
and Stephen Goodwin 

As Mr Blair began a two-day 
visit to Scotland yesterday, his 
allies conceded that “Scottistf 
problems will require Scottish 
solutions.” They cited issues 
such as; land reform and the 
drug-abuse crisis north of the 
border . . 

Aides insisted that “Scot- 
tish New Labour" would still be 
acting in tune with the values 
of the Labour Party by pro- 
ducing distinctive policies. 
“Many of the problems are the 
same throughout the UK, but 
others will require different 
answers," said one. 

Mr Blair's change of 'em- 


LIGHTING UP 


Belfast 6.07pm ro 7.02am 

Bir m ing h a m 5,53pm to 6.44am 

Brtftol 5.57pm to 6.46am 

Ctasgow 5.59pm to 6.57am 

London 5.47pm to 6.36am 

Manchester 5.53pm to 6.46am 

Newcastle 5.49pm co 6.45am 


phasis at today’s Glasgow con- 
ference will be coupled with, an- . 
other strong attack on the 
Scottish National Party which 
is on course' to 'win a sizeable 
presence in the first' elections 
to the Edinburgh Parliament in 
May. 

The Prime Minister wfll also 
be anxious to tackle confusion 
among the public about the 
voting system to be used in the 
elections and growing fears in 
the Labour hierarchy that it wiD 
damage the party’s prospects. 

Despite a £25m government 
“education" campaign, voters 
are thought not to fidty under- 
stand the two-question system 
intended to produce a better 
balance between parties. • 


Vote one will be cast in the 
traditional first-past-the-post 
wstyfor a named candidate and 
the second for regional party 
lists. 

But a Labour source said 
there was still confusion, with 
people believing the second 
vote should be for a “second- 
choice” party. 

Strategists fear this would 
mean second votes in normal- 
ly solid Labour areas in the 
country’s central belt going to 
theSNE 

Brushing aside a poll sug- 
gesting most Scots want him to 
keep out of the election cam- 
paign, the Prime Minister was 
to Glasgow yesterday meeting 
factory workers. 


THE LEAKING of a Comn^, 
committee report oa Son 
Leone was one of m few, 
than three such breads* 
Robin Cook, the FbreignsS 
retary, admitted last night. 

An official inquiry was al- 
ready under way after & 
emerged that a member of tfe 
Select Committee on Farm, 
Affairs had given ministasa 

sensitive report on the anss-fr 
Africa affair before its pulfea- 

turn. Last night, a furtha-fai 
inquiry was launched. 

The Conservatives fc. 
scribed the leaks as iflalaj 
contempt for Parliament and 
the democratic process'. The 
Foreign Secretary’s adunsia 
came in a written answer to 
David WOsfaire, the ToiyMPgr 
Spelthoroe. He said he had 
also seen drafts of reported] 
European Union enlar gemen t 
and on human right*. 

Ernie Ross, amemberoi&e 
| committee and Labour MPbr 
Dundee West, resigned lad 
week after admitting tfl Ok 
leaking of the report on die sale i 
of weapons to Sierra Leone. 5 

When Mr Ross first made his 
admission Mr Cook said die 
MP was not the onty one to leak 
Details of the report in The In- 
dependent four days before to 
publication had not come from 
the Foreign Office, he insisted 

In last night’s answer Hr 
Cook said he had seen the 
human rights report himsdftat 
the enlargement report whs 
seen oityty offiriaisand Derek 
Fhtchett, foreign Office minster 

“No action was taken top*- 
lish or disclose any part of 
these reports, or to inteiferein 


the committee’s deliberations 
on them," Mr Cook said 
The committee chairman, 

Donald Anderson, was writing to 

Mr Cookto askwhenherecriwd 
the three reports. The commit- 
tee was also writing to MPs and 
officials linked with the first in- 
quiry to ask if they had been re- 
sponsible for the farther leaks. 


HIGH TIDES 
AM HT 

Aramoncti 9.06 13.3 

Coe* . 729 4.3 

Dewnpoit 732 5.4 

Dower 12.41 6.7 l 

Dun Lamghaire 1.02 3.9 

FUmooft 7.03 5.2 

GnwoMk 2-31 3.2 

Harwich 1 JO 3.9 


HoB (Albert Dk] 8.11 8.5 

Mage Lynn 8.14 6.5 

Lekh A27 5.4 

Liverpool 12.54 92 

MWocd Ham 8.05 6 3 

H M W |W if 6.57 6.9 

Portland 8.50 13 

noKMnoutb 72.57 4.5 

Pwrtttwl 955 43 

Scarborough 5.58 S.S 

Wc* 1.03 3.* 

Height measured in metres 


PM HT 
9.24 13.1 
7.43 4 2 

7.48 53 
12.57 6.4 

1.23 4.1 
7.79 SjO 

2.23 3.6 
1.51 3.8 

72.13 5.6 
8.19 8.8 

8.15 6.8 

4.48 5 A 
1.09 93 
BJ1 6.7 
7.13 6.7 
9.08 13 

1.07 4.5 

10.11 4.7 

6.07 5.7 

1.15 33 


YESTERDA Y I] 


EXTREMES 

Warmest: Jersey 8C (46F) 

Coldest (day): Glen Ogle 0C (32F) 
Mnrtrer Liscombe 10.0 mm 
*imal»f Jersey 1 .5 hrs 
Par 24hrs to 2pm Thursday 

Son Rain Man 

hr* mm *C *F 

Aberdeen 43 03 8 46~ 

Anglesey 3.4 73 9 48 

Asnemore 0.9 2.0 8 46 

Belfast 22 7.5 8 46 

Birmingham 0.8 5.8 7 45 

Bournemouth 7.1 6.3 10 50 

Bristol 2.6 103 9 48 

Buxton 2.4 9.4 7 45 

Cardiff 0.7 6.1 10 50 


THE WORLD 


EUROPE NOON TODAY 


Kiev ’ > ' i " 
BMOWtre 
20-10% 

■u-wc 

■OwrWC -• 


.a, .* ~ •• 
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FORECAST 

h^rr*l W estern Scotland and Northern Ireland will be cold with a 
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or eastern England may tuue some more persistent rain and sleet for a time. 
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S, “? ” **- ,rf7 and "nth sunny spells and scattered heavy showers. The 

wMl be winery over higher ground. A fresh north-west wind. Max temp 6- 

*5* s EngUwt S Midl a nds ; Rather cloudy in the eastern 
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Glasgow, s* A NM Scotland, W Isles: Cold with sunny intervals and blustery 
winery showers. Most of the showers wiH be towards the north and west coast 
gNgfft. owr the mountains. A strong nonfMwest wind. Mai temp 4-7C 

CtSrrbttrgh, Aberdeen, S£ ft NE Scort a nri, N blest A few sunny incentals, but 
cold with a lot of cloud and some patchy rain, sleet and wet snow. A moderate 
wind, mainly north-easterly. Max temp 4-7C (39-45FJ. 

OUTLOOK 

Tomorrow wiB be cold again wim sunny spetH and showers after an early frost in 
places. Most of the showers will be In che north and west with snow over tte 
hills. Sunday wiB be son Bar. although any showers In the south will die out. 
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Source: The Met. Office Calls charted at 
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London: A1£ Green Man RewdOBOut 
Loytonstone. Major nadwoms on new 
Mil Hi road. Ursa 31 si December. 
Bristol: M5 J18-19. Major Roadworks on 

AvonrxakhBndge- Until 23nJ Jwe 2001. 
Wbnricfcshbe: M42 Between JiO 
aenscea and J9 SuScn CddfleU. Roadwcrts 
And contraflow. UraB 23rd April. 

South VottaMin: Mi Between JMUrStey 
Viaduct IA61D91 & J34 TRday VtaSS 
1*81781. ShufSeld. Camasewsy s reduced 
m (WO lams southbound. Until 2 1st 
November 2000. 

O b WbnMw; A40 Lansdown Rd, 


TRAVEL 
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S,, Nnadwtaks. wnous tow taetriedons. Until 
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,,5,^ DerbyaHra: A6 Between Derby Southern 
Bypass (ASO) amt Shsdkm Road 
relay BoumMioiJt East ot Ahrwtoa Contraflow 

□duct tar work on new A50. Urtfl 151h October, 
timed AA Road — tdi. Cafl 0336 401777 for 

2ist <he latest local and national traffic news. 

Soume; The Automobile Association. Cans 
Rd. charged at 50p per mm (ire VAT). 
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Oxford 4.7 43 70 50 

Ross-an-vrye 0.7 .18.3 9 48 

Sakoriibe - ’ - 

Scarborough - ... 

Shrewsbury 2.6 5.1 10 50 

Southend ' 7.0 2.3 11 52 

Souchport ; - 

Stornoway ■ 0.1 4.6 5 41 

Swanage 6.9 7.1 tl 52 

■fenby 3.7 6.6 IQ 50 

Torquay " 4.5 5.1- 12 54 

Weston-s-mare - - 

Weymouth 4.8 7.4 10 50 

24 boors to 6 pm (GMT) Modn’sday: 
tafomtaDoo by FA WeatherCemre 


Rain or 
Shine... 

Thtuas PEOPLE diedaod teas of 
thousands erf fames were left 
without power after a series of 
tornadoes swept across the 
United States yestatfaylfie vic- 
tims were all striKk by tying de- 
bris, including a tree winch 
crushed a23^earoki man m Al- 
abama when it landed on his 
traUei: At its peak, the storms 
knocked out power for more 
than 100,000 in North Carolina 
after leaving eight inches of 
snow to the mountains. 




Low K will drift east as High P sinks southwards. 
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From St Lucia to Scotland, jobs Sy 
are put at risk in banana war S£ 


^^CKOTSUUJVAK 

“HOW SO you tell people that a 
thousand jobs might be lost 
over Tr -bunch of bananas?” 
asked Rftny Rathie, produc- 
tion manager of Johnstons, a 
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die Scottish borders town of 

Hawick, as news Of the “ banana 

war** emerged yesterday 
.. It is an extraordinary trade 

dispute, which has seen the US 

ambassador carpeted by 




parcntty brought the Bill Clin- 
ton/Tony Blair love-in to the 
verge of a diplomatic incident 
Fears woe obvious yester- 
day in Hawick “We have 500 
cashmere sweaters ah packed 
up ready to go to the States on 
Manday morning,” said Mr 
ijbue. “Right now, 1 don’t 
know what to do. We can prob- 
ably manage tor now but if this 
dispute drags on we will lose 
customers forever'' 

The town of Hawick - popu- 
lation 16,000 - boasts major 
export brands such as Pringle 
and is dominated by the cash- 
mere woollen industry. Local 
people find it hard to fathom 
why their sweaters, selling for 
up to £200 each in prestige 
stores, have been targeted for 
huge hikes in US import taxes. 

Washington has warned that 
the duty, effectively doubling 
prices, will apply on a host of 
goods from 15 March unless the 
European Union ends dis- 
crimination against b anana 
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i>y tiie EU unfairly favours fruit 
from the Caribbean, Africa and 
toe Pacific. 

It sounds like a min or dis- 
pute. But long-standing mlrm fal 
ties explain the trenchant 
French and British support for 
bananas from these regions- It 
is cheaper ami more acceptable 
to the political left, than ex- 
panding overseas aid. Euro- 
pean companies such as fyffes, 
which dominate exports, also 
benefit The Germans would 
prefer cheaper bananas from 
Central America, bat so for 
the French anrfBritish view has 
prevailed. 

Meanwhile, toe' Americans 
back their Central American 
banana-produdngneighbburs 


Ban anas have brought Tony Blair and Bill Clinton to the verge of a diplomatic incident as the US retaliates against what it sees as European Union discrimination 


because of pressure from big 
business, notably toe Big Ba- 
nana himselfj Carl Lindner of 
the Cincinnati-based Chkjirita 

hanana wmpan y 

Mir Linder has made large 

donations tn RiTT P fintnn’ s cam - 
paign coffers and wants better 
access to EU markets. Addi- 
tioualht US aggression reflects 
Washington's general disillu- 
sionment with the World Ttade 
Organisation. 

The dispute is typical of reg- 
ular EU-U5 trade rows such as 
toe long-running pasta, soya 
beans and chicken wars of re- 
cent years, which - after much 

b rinkmanship ’ — are no rmally 


resolved at toe 11th hour How- 
eveq an added dimension is a 
US threat to ban Concorde 
from America in retaliation 
against new European rules re- 
quiring aircraft to be quieten 
The US Hahns toe rules dis- 
criminate against US aircraft. 

With neither side budging, 
the “banana war” en gu Hs the 
most unlikely industries Uack- 
listed by the Americans. 

Cashmere knitwear is the 
hardest hit, Mowed by lead- 
add batteiyprodndion, plastics 
and biscuits. When other in- 
dustries such as I talian 
cheeses, French handbag and 
German coffee-makers are 


addefi in, toe EU-wide target 
list is worth more than 9500m. 

Mir Rathie said: “The danger 
is that customers will just 
switch to Chinese cashmere. 
There is no limit to how much 

nf that the Amfliimns pan im- 

port Once a customer is lost, 
they are gone for ever.” 

Anger about the Govern- 
ment's failure to pre-empt the 
crisis also mounted in the 
tiny Highlands village of Aber- 
lour on Speyside. 

Walkers Shortbread, sold in 
afomous tartan baxin duty-free 
shops and stores on America’s 
classier malls, has been black- 
listed. The company, employing 
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The UK exports around £1 8m The UK biscuit market is 
of cashmere to the US each worth £432m of which £11 m 
year. The major producers are is exported to. the US. Of 
basdd in the Scottish borders that figure around £7m is 
with some towns dominated shortbread, 
by cashmere production. • 


S The Scottish Cashmere Asso- 

10 elation warns oF up to 2,000 
gB job losses, half the total 

employed. 

£f a prolonged dispute would 
H put many smaller companies 
S out of business. Even larger - 
H producers like Dawson 

11 International, maker of 

^ Pringle sweaters, are already 
H laying-off staff. 


Not dear but Walkers, the 
UK’s biggest shortbread 
maker employs 700 at Spey- 
side in the Scottish Highlands. 

"Too early to predict," walk- 
ers says. But the US is such 
an important export market 
the dispute will have a seri- 
ous impact, particularly on 
smaller manufacturers. 


UK exports to the US of 
lead-add storage batteries 
are estimated at £14m a 
year. Dispute exdudes batter- 
ies for electric vehicles. 


DTI estimates suggest that 
over 400 jobs could rely on 
battery exports to the US. 


Yes. Companies like BTR, the 
British manufacturing group, 
already manufacture most of 
their batteries in the US. The 
£1 4m affected is a small part 
of the UK market. 


Cheese, biscuits and the 
failure of diplomacy 


700 people -virtually the entire 
local adult population - ex- 
ports half its production. 

The United States is “a very 
im po rt an t market indeed,” said 
a spokesman, detailing how 
the lOl-year-dd company has 
diversified into chocolate chip 
shortbread (£1.55 a pack) to sat- 
isfy transatlantic tastes: AH its 
biscuits are koshen 

The Prince of Whies may 
even be dragged into the row. 
Walkers makes Duchy Origi- 
nals, a shortbread sold by the 
Duchy of Cornwall and export- 
ed to the US. 

If tiie war continues, it could 
damage conservation work at 


Kew Gardens. Prints of Kew’s 
archives, exported under li- 
cence to the United States, are 
on the hit list 

Profits from the sales, by 
Cornflower Fine Art Publish- 
ers, are ploughed back into 
projects such as the Millenni- 
um Seed Bank, aimed at pre- 
serving threatened species. 
“A 100 per cent duty would stop 
the market for prints 
overnight,” said a Cornflower 
spokesman. 

Stephen Selby, who publish- 
es and exports Victorian prints 
of work by Sir John Laveiy, 
John O’Connor and Arthur El- 
sley, said nearly 50 per cent of 


his business goes to the US. He 
said: “We have noticed that 
since Christmas buyers who 
are aware of the problem are 
not bothering to buy British be- 
cause they think it is too much 
trouble.” 

Ironically, 20 new British 
print-exporting companies 
were esMbitingyesterdaK with 
government support, at toe Art 
Expo in New Ybrk. At the exhi- 
bition, Rosie Sumner of toe 
Fine Art Trade Guild said: 
“This duty could be ruinous. It 
is grossly unfair that our in- 
dustry is being affected when 
it has nothing at aff to do with 
toe banana dispute.” 


trader 

resigns 

By Andrew Buncombe 

ONE OF THE group of city tra- 
ders known as the “Flaming 
Fterraris” resigned yesterday 
amid allegations of improper 
dealing. Adrian Ezra, 31, one of 
toe group's leading figures, 
was suspoided from his jbb last 
week, with another senior ex- 
ecutive, David Crasanti, and 
James Archer; the son of Lord 
j Archer of Weston-super-Mare. 
The men all work for Credit 
Suisse First Boston. 

Mr Ezra had worked for the 
bank since 1987. Yesterday his 
sohdtors said: “Mr Ezra has 
today resigned from his position 
as derivatives trader and vice- 
president of CSFB with imme- 
diate effect He wishes to make 
it clear that he has at all times 
endeavoured to act in the best 
interests of CSFB. 

“He will continue to co- 
operate to the best of his abil- 
ity with ail further inquiries re- 
garding these matters ” 

The allegations of improper 
trading focus on Mr Archer’s 
dealings on the Swedish stock 
exchange. Both the bank and 
the stock exchange are carry- 
ing out investigations and it is 
understood that a number of 
deals are being investigated by 
Swedish bank authorities and 
Britain's Securities and Futures 
Authority. Hie Swedish stock 
exchange is expected to com- 
plete its inquiry next week. 

At the heart of the investi- 
gations are that Mr 

Archer, 24, aggressively sold 
shares in wood pulp company 
Store, one of Sweden's biggest 
firms, ina bid to drive down the 
value of the Stockholm market 
index -the Swedish equivalent — 
of toe FTSE-100. 

It is said he planned to make 
profits then by trading in the fu- 
tures market -a complex sys- 
tem of gambling on toe future 
value of shares, commodities 
and even whole stock markets. 

Mr Ezra and Mr Crasanti 
were not involved in toe deals, 
■which took place in December, 
but as Mr Archer’s bosses they 
were suspended pending the 
hank’ s investigation into how he 
was supervised. 

Mr Ezra was unavailable for 
comment yesterday. 
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ftt^NDREW MARSHALL 

in tfashlngton 

THE LIST of products selected 
by the United States includes 
everything but toe kitchen sinfc 
sweaters, biscuits, bed linen, 
candles and pecorino cheese. 

The sad stony of how peewi- 
no cheese made it to the list 
falls a lot about the miserable 
background to the dispute, 
which represents a failure of 
diplomacy on both sides - of the 
Atlantic going back a decade. 

When the US decided to retal- 
iate for what it saw as Euro- 

E obduraqy.it wanted a list 
covered each European 
n country, and which 

would cost Europe as much as 

toe banana rules cost Ameri- 
can companies. 

It picked easity identifiable 
products so that individual 

companies would be hurt badly 

scream at their governments 


and pressure them to back off 
from defending bananas. The 
argument is simple: who has 
most political clout in Britain, 
the hflnjma importers or 
Pringle sweaters? 

Some countries were ex- 
cluded, since their govern- 
ments were favourable to toe 
US arguments. The Germans, 
Danes and Dutch all prefer 
toe bigger and cheaper “donar" 1 
bananas over the Caribbean va- 
rieties. The US tactic is one of 
divide and conquer 

When it came to fin din g a 
Greek product, the onty thing 

that came readity to mind was 

feta cheese, according to The 
Wbfl Street Journal. So on to 
toe ffot went sheep’s c heese, 
which dragged in a small gnx^ 
of Italian producers of pecori- 



pecormo cheese 


said, would not complement 
pecorino. 

So without further ado, the 


do, a toothsome hard cheese pecorino producers found 
that goes particularly well with ' themselves in the m iddle of a 
a few slices of pear and some trade wan E mbarrassi n gly for 
walnuts. Bananas, it has to be the US,^ The Hbfl Street Jour- 


nal discovered that among 
the main producers for export 
was a small farm in the Mugel- 
Io region near Florence, which 
is also a shelter for abused 
children. 

The US banana industry had 
ended up by harming 60 
distnrbed children, whose onty 
crime had been to produce a 
dairy product But tool in toe 
tough world of interna- 
tional trade, that is just hard 
cheese. 

And so, every EU country 
had something put against it 
sweaters from Britain, hand- 
bags from France, Parma ham 
from Italy and so on. 

This is a tried and trusted 
technique, adopted by the US 
in many other trade wars: toe 
great frozen chicken wtu; the 
pasta conflict, and other historic 
battle honours sewn on the 
banners of the United States 
Tfcade Representative. 




BT DECT Fax dgftal fax machine 


Instore Pries £349.99 

Voucher Price £ 299.99 


Save 

£100 


FREE 


this purchase" 


'Your ST shop till reatjpt is required and the product must be comptfiB and boxed. For youf further peace ol mina an our products come with a 12 montit guarantee. Your statutory 
riflhtt an not aftetted. TYou must bring baekyowBT SHOP receipt wiftln 14 days with details otitis otter retailer's price. The firmer ratailar’s price most be lor a new product immediately 
avabfale at tail price at the store. This BT shop refund policy applies to all products except telephone fanes and associated services. All Trademarks recognised. _v 
M otters end 7.339 except virgin flights offer. “Flights via redemption leaflet. Ask in-store for details. Airport taxes am not Included. Rights from Gamrick or crw-TC; 
Stanstead airport on 30 days notice. Rights m be taken by 31.12J9. Otter ends 31.349. tfSub|act to connection to BT Select Services, a quarterly charge is payable, " 


pww-r ”* 
*.<*** 




4/HOME NEWS 


the independent 

5 March 1999 


E coli cases 
traced back 
to dairy farm 


A DAIRY farm in Cumbria was 
traced yesterday as the source 
of an E coli outbreak that has 
put three children in hospital 
and infected 16 others. 

The children were receiving 
treatment for kidney problems 
at Royal Victoria Infirmary in 
Newcastle upon Tyne, where 
their condition was said to be 
“comfortable'' last night The in- 
fection was caused by the bac- 
terium 0157, the most serious 
form of E coli, which was re- 
sponsible for the outbreak in 
Lanarkshire. Scotland, in 1996 
in which 21 people died. 

Health officials in West Cum- 
bria appealed to local people to 
stay calm as the Government’s 
Chief Medical Officer admitted 
the outbreak was serious. Pro- 
fessor Liam Donaldson said 
prompt local action had con- 
tained the problem but inves- 
tigations were continuing and 
be promised to “monitor the sit- 
uation closely." The farm had 
supplied milk to 300 people. 

TTie cases first came to light 
on Monday after a local GP told 
Cumbria health authority of a 
duster of patients with persis- 
tent diarrhoea. On Tuesday it 
was confirmed that the organ- 
ism causing the symptoms was 
E coli Environmental health of- 


BY JEREMY LAURANCE 
Health Editor 

ficials at Allerdale Borough 
Council then began investigat- 
ing the source of the infection. 
They discovered all the famffies 
infected had received milk 
from Scales farm in Brigham, 
Cockermouth, and traced the 
infection to a pasteurising 
unit. 

Stella Goh, public health 
consultant, said: ‘'We have to 
consider this as a serious out- 
break but you have to bear in 
mind that we have taken action 

very, very quickly. In that re- 
spect, we have contained it 
very, very weH.” 

Asked about the three chil- 
dren affected, she said: “It’s dif- 
ficult to say whether their lives 
are in danger. They are in a se- 
rious condition, but they are sta- 
ble." She urged people in the 
area to stay calm and to seek 
medical advice If they suffered 
from persistent symptoms. 

John Cain, an environmen- 
tal health officer; said the prob- 
lem appeared to be limited to 
one delivery of milk from the 
farm, which has been serving 
the area for several years. 

He said: “We seized milk 
from the bulk tank and the 


farmer volunteered not to bot- 
tle aiw more nnlkat the premis- 
es. There appears to have been 
a hiccup with (me batch that 
went out" 

Milk from the form is now 
being pasteurised and bottled 
elsewhere. Mr Cain added: “I 
cannot stress enough that peo- 
ple who may still have milk in 
the fridge which they bought be- 
fore Wednesday to throw it 
away" 

The bacterium causing 
alarm in Cumbria is a danger- 
ous strain of Escherichia coli, 
a normal inhabitant of the gut 
In 1982 it became dear that an 
E cob strain, 0157:H7, had ac- 
quired a gene that enabled it to 
produce a powerful poison, 
vero toxin. This E coli has 
caused problems in America, 
Europe, South Africa and 
Japan. 

In Britain the number of 
rases has been increasing from 
361 in 1991 to more than 1,000 
in 1997. Last year tiie total de- 
clined slightly to about 900. 
The bacterium causes bleeding 
and diarrhoea, and is espe- 
cially dangerous in childre n 

Its most serious conse- 
quence is haemolytic uraemic 
syndrome, a form of kidney 
failure. 




William Thompson at Scales Ffcrm, Brigham, believed to be the source of the outbreak Carlisle Evening News 


Official who sold arms was obeying orders 


SENIOR CIVIL servants who 
drew up a secret plan to dispose 
of hundreds of thousands of ex- 
Ministry of Defence weapons 
are not to be disciplined for 
keeping the scheme from 
ministers. 

The officials, who in effect 
changed government policy 
without referring to Parlia- 
ment, will remain in their posts 
after the acquittal yesterday of 
a junior official who was 
charged with conspiracy to 
defraud the MoD because he 


BY STEVE BOGG AN 

followed their instructions. 
Robert Fenley, 49. was arrest- 
ed in 1994. suspended from his 
post and had to wait years be- 
fore being charged. Yesterday, 
however a jury at Middlesex 
G uildhall Crown Court unani- 
mously acquitted him after 
hearing that he was simply 
doing his job. 

The case revolved around a 
real change in government pol- 
icy when, in 1989, ministers 


agreed that old MoD weapon- 
ry could be sold to foreign gov- 
ernments in the same way - 
and under the same strict con- 
trols - as modern arms. Previ- 
ously they had been destroyed 
or dumped out at sea. 

With the ending of the Cold 
War, large stocks of unwanted 
small arms and ammunitinn 
had built up at the armed forces 
depot at Donnington, Shrop- 
shire. However attempts to 
sell them to foreign govern- 
ments failed because much 


was old or obsolete, so civil ser- 
vants unilaterally set about 
selling them to independent 
arms dealers. 

Mr Fenley’s job was to find 
buyers for 40,000 Second Wbrid 
War vintage Lee Enfield rifles, 

56.000 self-loading rifles, and 

10.000 Browning and Walther 
PPK pistols. He made contact 
with Robert Trem, a former 
RAF officer who expan ted 
diesel electric generator sets 
and old marine engines from 
his business in Doncaster and 


persuaded him to buy some of 
the surplus. 

Business burgeoned, with 
Mr 'frem selling via a third- 
party to the north American 
gun-dub fraternity, but the 
arrangement came unstuck 
when another dealer wrote to 
his MR Sir Archie Hamilton, a 
former Tbry minister for the 
armed forces, complaining that 
he had been unable to bqy sur- 
plus weapons. 

The prosecution alleged that 
Mr Fenley and Mr Ham had 


sewn up the business them- 
selves, but suggestions that 
Mr Fenley benefited from the 
operation fell flat The court was 
told that Mr TYem’s hospitality 
towards the civil servant ex- 
tended to four nights in a bed- 
and-breakfast hotel in 1993, 
costing £250. 

“It is hardty champagne and 
caviar ... hula hula girls on the 
beaches in Hawaii/ said Geof- 
frey Cox, representing Mr Fen- 
ley. He added that there had 
been a H nod and a winkT attitude 


that “the policy is changing, but 
we are nothing to tell anyone”. 

An MoD spokesman said the 
evidence in the case would be 
reviewed to see if there were 
lessons to be learnt Other 
sources said it was “most un- 
likely” that apy disciplinary ac- 
tion would be taken against 
officials who gave evidence in 
the court case. 

Mr Ftenley said: “I am elat- 
ed. 1 can’t believe it is all over 
because it has been such a big 
part of my life for so long.” 


THE LAW Society has asked 
Jack Straw, the Home Secre- 
tary, for greater powers to raid 
the offices of solicitors sus- 
pected of cheating their clients. 

Details of toe request 
emerged yesterday as the 
Home Office minister Mike 
O'Brien made a blistering at- 
tack on the legal profession for 
fell in g to root out “seamy 1 / 
“corrupt”, and “incompetent” 
I mm i g ration lawyers. . • • 

Mr O'Brien, himself a lawyta; 
demanded greater efforts fhmr 
the Law Society and Bar Cas*. 
dl in taking action to ensure 
that such lawyers were unable 
to continue working. • 

But Michael Mathews, cfcafc 

man rrfthe Law Society said the 
profession did not have the 
powers to raid the offices of so- 
licitors unless there was spe- 
cific evidence of malpractice. 

The Home Office has £ven 
the Law Society the names of 
50 legal firms who are sus- 
pected of abusing the legal aid 
system and cheating clients 
by giving questionable immi- 
gration advice. So far; the Office 
for the Supervision of Soliritars, 
the regulatory arm of toe Law. 
Society, has investigated only 
two. Mr Mathews said: ‘'With 
just a list of names there is 
nothing we can do. Our powers 
don’t enable us to investigate an 
just general intelligence.” 

Mr O’Brien’s comments 
came during a robust defence 
of the Government’s Immigra- 
tion and Asylum Bill at the an- 
nual conference of the 
Immigration Advisory Sendee 
in London. He said: “There's a 
seamy side to [the legal] pro- 
fession and I want that seamy 
side cleaned up. We don’t want 
to have these advisers and 
lawyers proriding this incom- 
petent and sometimes corrupt 
advice continuing to practise. 
We expect the Law Society and 
the Bar to ensure that that is 
cleaned up/ 

The Bill, which has just com- 
pleted its second reading in 
Parliament, has already set 
out plans for tigh t n§w controls 
to regulate immigration advis- 
ers, many of whom are not 
legally q ualified. 
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to a top performing PEP today? 
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I cr BRITISH ACADEMY 
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BEST FILM 

BEST DIRECTOR - JOHN MADDEN • BEST ACTRESS - GWYNETH PALTROW • BEST ACTOR - JOSEPH FIENNES 
BEST SLIP PORTING ACTRESS - JUDr DENCH • BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR - GEOFFREY RUSH /TOM WILKINSON 
BEST ORIGINAL SCREENPLAY - MARC NORMAN/TOM STOPPARD • BEST CINEMATOGRAPHY • BEST PRODUCTION DESIGN 
BEST COSTUME DESIGN - BEST EDITING • BEST SOUND - BEST MAKEUP/HAIR • ACHIEVEMENT IN FILM MUSIC 
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j SmS^ 0w <an old man’ lured Lewinsky 

laiAA V\ ^ ^ Paul MCCANN 

*MfV V OlV» mirtedia^ night what the rest Media Editor 

v T ^“1 \ of the world already knew; that — 

^ Bill Clinton never loved her 
In an interview shown on 


By Paul McCann 
Media Editor 
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the affair with die Pres- 
ident and admitted: “I do think 

that there is a right-wing con- 
spiracy [against Mr Clinton] 
and I think I've definitely been 
used as a pawn.” 

Ms Lewinsky said before 
she met the President, he was 
just “an old man with wiry grey 
hair and a red noser- 1 did not 
find him remotely attractive". 
But in the flesh there was 


Inmugnttu-r. I I-* “a humungous contrast". 
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Ms Lewinsky revealed that 
for a long time she believed Mr 
Clinton was only interested in 
her because a regular girl- 
friend from the civQ service had 
left the White House. She got 
dose to the President because 
interns replaced civil servants 


by nine FBI men, which gh«> 
says made her contemplate 
suicide. 

In the background during 
her interview with Mr Snow, 
lawyers could be heard arg uing 
Trtth Channel 4 producers, as 
his questions touched on the 
day of her arrest for alleged 
perjury during the Paula Jones 
investigation. 

“I was terrified. Never been 
so afraid in my entire life. I lost 
my breath - the whole world 
flashed before my eyes, the 
room was spinning- it was ter- 
ribly, terribly frightening." 

It was after that moment 
that BAs Lewinsky co nfess ed 
she thought about suicide to 
protect her fondly and the Pres- 
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during the shutdown of gov- jdent from hurt 


fiment caused by a senate 
budget crisis. 

fix a sympathetic interview by 
Jon Snow, Channel 4's mam 
news presenter; Ms Lewinsky 
covered the scandal that led to 
the President’s impeachment, 
including the notorious detail of 
the blue dress: “This dress was 
nothing and was realty pretty ir- 
relevant It had no bearing on 
our relationship. Qf they re- 
turned it to me] Td burn it 

“The next time I went to put 
the dress on after I had been 
with the President it didn't fit 
I had gained weight and yes, I 
noticed it had been soiled. It 
was funny and it didn't fit so 
bad: it went in the closet I tend- 
ed to get thin g s dry-cleaned 
when I was gonna wear them 
tain." 

Because of a gagging agree- 


The Channel 4 interview re- 
ferred obliquely to a period of 
crisis in Ms Lewinsky's private 
life, but Mr Snow deliberately 
decided not to ask her about he* 
abortion erf another man’s child 
while she was still in contact 
with the President He said 
before the broadcast that he felt 
the abortion was off limits be- 
cause the interview’s point of 
interest was her re latio nshi p 
with Mr Clinton. 

Mr Snow's interview was 
more serious than the one fay 
Barbara Walters, for ABC in 
America. But it laded the killer 
question that Ms Walters used 
to start her interview. Asking 
about the way Ms Lewinsky 

began the r elationship hy show- 

ing him her underwear; Ms 
Walters exclaimed: “How could 
you do that to a president?" 
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A shopper at an electronics store in Toronto watching Monica Lewinsky’s interview with Barbara Walters on ABC A 

The model of a wiser woman 


MONICA: THE TOUR 

LAST NIGHTS interview on Channel 4 was the curtain- 
raiser to two weeks of Monica mania, which will begin 
with her arrival in Britain this weekend. 

A promotion tour For Andrew Morton's book Monica's 
Story begins on Monday at Harrods in London and takes 
in bookshops in places as diverse as the huge Lakeside 
shopping centre in Thurrock, Essex, and Ottakar's in 
Salisbury. Other scops are lined up in Leeds, Edinburgh, 
Manchester. Glasgow and Newcastle. Ms Lewinsky will 
travel with five people from her publisher. Michael 
O’Mara. including security personnel. To keep the press 
at bay her accommodation plans are not being disclosed. 

She will spend another month travelling around 
continental Europe promoting the book. 

Paul McCann 


THE TITLE was significant 
“Monica -The Interview". She 
is now up there with Marilyn 
and Diana as a woman too fa- 
mous to need a surname. 

The effect of Jon Snow’s 
hour-longinterviewwastogive 
her hack her surname: to make 
the viewer understand that at 
the centre of the whole sorry af- 
fair has been not an icon, a neu- 
rotic stalker or a dumped-on 
victim, but an ordinary, intelli- 
gent and pleasant woman. 

The obvious comparison is 
with Diana’s interview with 
Martin Bashir; and, it has to be 
said, Monica came off rather 
better. Clearly, she has thought 
hard about her image in recent 
weeks, and here was the model 


A Critic's view 


of a sadder and wiser woman as 
she sat with her bands folded, 
hair scraped back and make-up 
discreet There was little delib- 
erate theatre about hen She 
gave direct full answers to most 
questions, with no shy glances. 

Most of her resentment was 
reserved for the independent 
prosecutor Kenneth Starr and 
for her supposed friend Linda 
Tripp, of whom she said: “She 
gutted me. She violated me. She 
um, she knifed me." 

The word “violation" came 
up latex; when she discussed 
the process of giving testimo- 
ny about intimate sexual acts. 


and the extent to which her pri- 
vate life had been pulled apart 
By contrast with Ms Tripp, 
the President - she seemed to 
find it hard to refer to him by 
name - got off pretty lightly. 
Monica was bitter about the 
manner of his denial that they 
had had an affair and, showing 


a nice sense of understate- 
ment, she said she could think 
of people she would rather 
spend the evening with. 

But if there was one message 
she wanted to get across, it was 
that this was a genuine affair 
based on attraction between two 
adults who knew what they 
were doing even iftheyhadnot 
worked out the consequences. 

The message was not com- 


pletely convincing, but the in- 
terview did convince this view- 
er that while Monica's actions 
may have been flawed - both in 
the affair and in all that followed 
- they were comprehensible 
and human. It was also a tri- 
umph for Mr Snow’s courteous, 
sympathetic approach. Give the 
man a cigar. On second 
thoughts, maybe not 

Robert Hanks 


Aitken 

suffers 

minor 

stroke 

By Kim Sengupta 


THE FORMER cabinet minister 
Jonathan Aitken has suffered a 
stroke as he awaits sentencing 
for peijuiy and perverting the 
course of justice, it emerged 
yesterday. 

News of the former chief 
secretary to the Treasury’s ill- 
ness came as the man accused 
of bring his criminal accomplice 
had charges against him 
dropped at the Old Bailey . 

Said Ayas had been jointly 
charged with Aitken with con- 
spiracy to pervert the course of 
justice during Aitken's failed 
libel action last year against 
Granada Television and The 
Guardian. Mr Ayas had given 
a 61 -page sworn statement 
to the High Court about the for- 
mer minister's stay at the Paris 
Ritz hotel which proved to be 
false. 

But yesterday David Wa- 
ters. for the Crown Prosecution 
Service, told the judge it would 
be wrong to continue proceed- 
ings against Mr Ayas. He was 
formally found not guilty and his 
legal costs, estimated to be 
about £70,000, will be paid out 
of public funds. 

Aitken, who will be sentenced 
on 8 June, suffered a “minor 4 
stroke" after influenza that de- 
veloped into bronchial pneu- 
monia, said his solicitors. This 
had resulted in the bursting of 
veins and blood vessels behind 
one of his eyes, leaving turn 
“with severe loss of vision”. 
Michael Coleman, of the law 
firm Harkavys, said in a state- 
ment “Mr Aitken is still conva- 
lescing but it is anticipated and 
hopedby those dose to him that 
he will make a full recovery." 

Aitken’s mother, Lady 
Aitken, said: “It is apparently 
the kind of thing people under 
a lot of stress suffer from ... 
This is not an attempt by him 
to get out of a prison sentence 
or anything." 
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GREAT COMEDY OFFERS 


* Today is ch« last of our specially discounted selection from BBC 
Radio Collection’s outstanding comedy range 

A You can guarantee a great car or train Journey If you’re listening 
to one of BBC Radio Collection's comedy audio cassettes. Just a 
ten-minute sketch from the inimitable Harry EnRekl and Chums, the 
multicultural satire Goodness Gracious Me or Only Pools and Horses 
nrfll leave you with a smile on your face. So don’t be a plonker, have 
a listen! 

* Harry Enfield and Chums - Enfield tickles the nation’s funny 
bone with a wide variety of traditional favourites like Kevin the 
Teenager, Tim Nke-but-Dim and the Gits, Harry the Toddler and 
Randy Old Ladles 

A- Goodness Gracious Me - This Anglo-Asian sketch show comes 
as a breath of fresh air in the TV comedy world. The cassettes 
offer a steady stream of observations and songs, gently ribbing 
or poking In the eye, every angle of multicultural society 

★ Only Fools and Horses - No income tan, no VAT and certainly 
no guarantee of anything but laughs in a selection of comic capers 
starring David Jason, Nicholas Lyndburst and Buster Merryffeld 

it AO available on CD and cassette 

it ib order any one of the titles shown call the credit card hotline 
on 0181 576 2236 and have your credit card details ready 

★ Alternatively, please fill in your details on .the coupon below 
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Wtach competed form and send it together with a cheque or postal order made payaMeto Video Plus Direct 
Detach c ^ m P ,ete ^ iit ^ details) to BBC Radio Collection, PO Box 190. Peterborough PE2 6UW. 


(or include your 


Title 

££3dd£cfa£' ISB* 06* 332295 ; 2CDs 

Hairy Ki^eJd's Television Programme Odettes 

^ 3 -3 §1 ■ iSLte. 

SSSShSm ISBN 0563 557044 j Stesettes 

l enclose a cheque for £ . made payable to Wdeo Plus Direct 

Or please charge my credit card £ ! M 
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; ISBN 0563 38154X 2Cassettes . 0.99 . £659 
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to »«&£#» Order ref number ADBB1645 
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XPERT PC Siemens believes that when you 

buy a home PC you deserve the same professional 

service as our business customers.That's why all our 
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‘Three Rs is 
killing off 
school sport’ 


HOMEWORK CLUBS promoted 
by Ministers and the Govern- 
ment's obsession with the 
three Rs are killing sport in 
schools, heads said yesterday. 
They warned of a “generation 
of couch potatoes’* and said 
sports facilities in most schools 
were little better than “those in 
a Banana republic”. 

A survey of 2.126 primary 
and secondary schools carried 
out by the National Association 
of Head Teachers found that 94 
per cent of primary schools 
have no gym and more than half 
have to share a playing field. 
More than 100 primary schools 
and 55 secondaries had no ac- 
cess to a playground. 

Though virtually every 
school has a hall, it is used in 
the vast majority' of cases for as- 
semblies, drama, teaching, 
meals and tests as well as PE. 

Primary heads said that 
both sport and PE are m decline 
as schools struggle to meet new 
Government literacy and nu- 
meracy targets for 11 -year- 
olds. Ministers have relaxed 
detailed requirements for sub- 
jects such as history, music, art 
and PE to allow primary 
schools to concentrate on lit- 
eracy and numeracy. 

Secondary heads point out 


BY JUDITH JUDD 
Education Editor 

that inter-school sports com- 
petitions and clubs are now in 
direct competition with home- 
work dubs, promoted by the 
Government as part of its drive 
to raise standards. 

More pupils are also taking 
jobs after school and teachers 
are too busy keeping up with 
Government initiatives to 
coach teams. 

Roger Hewins, head of Hol- 
liers Walk primary school in 
Hinckley, Leicestershire, said: 
“You let children out for an hour 
to play sport and you think we 
have gone down a point from 
our literacy target" 

Heads say they are worried 
about the fitness and sedentary 
life style of children who are 
taken everywhere by can David 
Hart the association's general 
secretary said the Government ‘ 
must put more emphasis on PE 
in the curriculum and give 
schools more resources for 
be tier facilities: “There is enor- 
mous yearning among the 
great British public for us to win 
the World Cup, for us to win at 
cricket We will never achieve 
that if we skew the whole of PE 
and sports prevision towards 


specialist sports colleges and 
Premier League football acad- 
emies. There must be an in- 
vestment which benefits all 
children . 

“Sports facilities in too many 
schools are not much better 
than those of a Banana repub- 
lic. Nothing illustrates the 
yawning gap between the. af- 
fluent independent sector and 
the state sector quite so stark- 
ly as die state of PE and sports 
futilities. " 

But Charles Clarke, the 
schools minister; said: “We at- 
tach the highest priority to 
sport and PE in schools. It re- 
mains a compulsory subject 
for all pupQs. A significant pro- 
portion of £180 million from 
the New Opportunities Rind 
will be used to enhance school 
sport out of hours. ” 

A total of 34 specialist sports 
colleges have been set up and 
more will follow. They not only 
benefit their own pupils but 
those in the arta, providing high 
quality facilities and training, 
said the minister The Govern- 
ment is protecting the dispos- 
al of school playing fields and 
providing £l.lbn for capital 
works in schools, including im- 
provements in sports facilities, 
he added. 



PRIMARY SCHOOLS are to get 
a £15 0m injection to fulfil the 
Government’s pledge to cut 
infant class sizes, ministers 
announced yesterday. 

The money will pay for 2^00 
primary school teachers to 
halve, by September; the num- 
ber of five, six and seven-year- 
olds in classes over 30. Ibny 
Blair speaking during a visit to 
a school in west London, said: 


By ben Russell 
Education Correspondent 

“We are now on target to hon- 
our our pledge to cut class 
sizes for five, six and seven- 
year-olds to 30 or under in vir- 
tually all primary scho o l s by 
nest year and certainly all of 
them by September 2001. 

“That’s earlier than we 
promised and is good news for 
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hundreds of thousands of par- 
ents, teachers and children.” 

David Blimkett, the Secre- 
tary of State fix* Education, said 
the extra teachers would allow 
1,600 schools to cut class sizes, 
rwhiring fr e numh ernf infants 
taught in classes over 30 to 
200,000 by September; down 
from 485.000 in January 1998. 

Doug McAvoy, the general 
secretary of the National Union 


of Teachers, welcomed the 
announcement He said: “The 
Government will be thanked by 
all the fftflriren and their teach- 
ers for the determination it 
has shown to limit class sizes 

in the early years of schooling." 

Critics, however; claim the 
improvements have been won 
at the expense of choice and 
increases in mixed-age classes. 
Don Poster; the Liberal Demo- 


M 

Poor students win 
universities funds 


UNIVERSITIES THAT attract 
students from poor back- 
grounds are to be rewarded 
with extra fimds under high er 
education budget settlements 
announced yesterday. 

They have been allocated 
shares of a £2Qm fund set up to 
promote unhrecsily entry among 
under-represented groups. 

Winding nffiriafo haw* drawn lip 

a sophisticated social map of 
Britain, based on postcodes, to 
determine which students 
enter universities from de- 
prived areas, and reward those 
academics who do most to 
widen access. 

Under the scheme, univer- 
sities would get 5 per cent 
extra for each student recruit- 
ed from a deprived area to pay 
for extra support and efforts to 
widen the appeal of higher ed- 


Byben Russell 

ucation. The Higher Educa- 
tion Funding Council for Eng- 
land, which determines 
university grants, announced 
the move alongside a £75m 
drive to recruit an extra 45,000 
students into university - part 
of Tony Blair’s pledge to in- 
crease higher and farther ed- 
ucation numbers by 500,000 
before 2002. 

Overall, universities re- 
ceived a 2.4 per cent increase 

m fimrfrng r sli ghtly Iprs than the 

rate of inflation but in line with 
the Government’s pledge to 
restrict annua] cuts to no mere 
than 1 per cent of universities’ 
funding per student 

Brian Ffende^ chief executive 
of the Higher Education Rind- 
ing Council for England, which 
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In Brief 


Man charged with girl’s murder 

DETECTIVES INVESTIGATING the death of 15-year-old 
Rachel Glenn, whose body was found in a lake six days 
ago, have charged a man with murder A Leicestershire 
police spokesman said yestersday a man appeared before 
magistrates at Loughborough. The body of the schoolgirl, 
who had been missing for three days, was found at 
Charnwood Water last Saturday. 

Four sacked on ‘Vanessa Show 9 

THE BBC sacked four production staff yesterday and 
reprimanded a fifth on The Vanessa Show after an 
inquiry into claims that a sfaowbusiness agency' provided 
actors to pose as the public, to make startling confessions 
on the show. BBC Production said the inquiry had found 
no evidence that staff “knowingly" booted fetes. 

Police generosity blooms 

POLICE GAVE flowers to motorists after a lorry carrying 
blooms was involved in a crash with a car near Liphook, 
Hampshire. Hie driver of the car was seriously injured 
and the lorry dri v er suffered shock. Six tonnes of flowers 
were recovered from the lorry and the rest were destined 
for the rubbish tip until officers intervened. 

Campaign alms at cprl smokers 

POSTERS SHOWING cigarettes stubbed out in bowls of 
cosmetics wifi be unveiled today by the Public Health 
minister Tessa Jowell to launch a campaign to persuade 
teenage girls to stop smoking by warning them that 
cigarettes are bad for their looks. 

Greenland’s glaciers melting 

GREENLAND’S GLACIERS are melting rapidly, raising 
new fears over the effects of global warming on rising sea 
levels. American scientists have found the south-eastern 
glaciers have thinned by as much as 30 feet over five 
years, according to a report in the journal Science. 

Midnight quake disturbs Scots 

BRITAIN'S BIGGEST earthquake for five years, reading 4 
on the Richter scale, occurred at 12Ji6am yesterday just 
south of Arran, prompting about 30 people , to call police. 

Steve Richards 

E After 20 years of 

raising cash by stealth 
options are narrowing 
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Boys sprinting at an infants school in Saffron Walden. More th an Half of all primary schools have to share a playing field Brian Harris 

Primary schools get £150m to cut class sizes 


crat education spokesman, 
said: “Labour got their sums 
wrong. It’s costing them more 
than expected and they are 
seeking to mask the effects." 

Theresa May a Conservative 
education spokesman, said: 
“The real issue is why children 
are being turned away from 
schools of their parents choice 
because of this Labour Gov- 
ernment’s policies." 


determines university grants, 
said universities were generally 
in good financial health. He 
said: “It is still quite tough 
iwanqging an institution audit's 
likely to remain so but the 
general state is that universi- 
ties are in very good health and 
their rather tetter funding will 
help them achieve their various 
objectives." 

Union leaders warned that 
28 universities faced real-terms 
cuts of up to 2 per cent David 
Triesman, general secretary 
of the Association of Universi- 
ty Tteachers, said “Where in 
this settlement are the much- 
proclaimed commitments to 
quality and fairness to staff? 
Not in the big print, not in the 
small print Higher education is 
asked to soldier on in survival 
mode." 


Blakelock 
murder 
inquiry to # 
resume 


By Jason Bennetto 
Crime Correspondent 


SCOTLAND YARD is to reopen 
the case of the murder of Keith 
Blakelock, the police officer 
who was hacked to death dar- 
ing a riot in London in 1985. 

The move follows an appeal 
by Elizabeth Johnson, Consta- 
bieBlakelock’s widow, who has 
written to Sir Paul Condon, the 
Commissioner of the Metro- 
politan Police. She wrote in re- 
sponse to the recommendation 
in the Stephen Lawrence in- 
quiry that unsolved murders 
should be re-examined for new 
evidence. 

PC Blakelock died of multiple 0 
stab wounds after being at- 
tacked fcy a mob on the Broad- 
water Efcrm Estate, Tottenham. 

PC Blakelock’s wife, who 
has remarried, told Police Re- 
view magagmo- “I have every 
Sympathy for the Lawrence 
family because I know what 
they are going through and I 
think it is right for the Com- 
missioner to make such a 
promise but you just can’t help 
saying, *What about us?’ I 
haven't given up tope that they 
wifi catch Keith's killers. Al- 
though I have never beat one 
for causing a fuss, I feel that 1 
would be letting Keith down if 
I don’t do something." 

Winston Sileott was convict- 
ed of the murder in 1987 but 
later acquitted after evidence 
showed that police notes of ah 
interview had been altered. 

EngmffeghipandMarkBraitb- 
waite were also cleared. Sileott 
remains in jail because ofa eoo- 
viction for another kflfing. 
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Eco-wanior wins 
‘right to assembly’ 


E^warrior Margret Jones at her protest home near Bristol. %sterday she wasjrtilant at 


A WOMAN who gave up acade- 
mia to become a full-time civil 
rights activist known as 
“Swampy’s sister” yesterday 
won a historic House of Lords 
ruling on the right to peaceful 
assembly 

Margaret Jones, SO, who lives 
in a bender (a shack) in a bar- 
ricaded warehouse near Bristol, 

where she is pro testing against . 

the Avon relief road, won her 
legal victory after being ar- 
rested outside Stonehenge, in 
Wiltshire, four years ago. 

Dr Jones, a former lecturer in 
American literature at the Uni- 
versity of the Wbst of En gland, 
and fellow civil rights activist 
Richard Lloyd were arrested 
and convicted far ‘‘trespass*) ry 
assembly” after gathering at 
the stones to commemorate the 
10th annhrersaiy of the Battle of 
the Beanfield, when police 
c l ashed with travellers on their 
way to Stonehenge. 

After the House of Lords up- 
held the pair’s appeal yeste*day 
Dr Jones was celebrating in a 
public house. “We started out to 


By Ian Burrell 
H ome Affairs Correspondent 

protest the Criminal Justice 
and Public Order Act" she 
said. “We have ended up with 
the first assertion in British law 
of a positive right to peaceful as- 
sembly. It's fax; far better than 
we could have hoped for." 

At Stonehenge, Dr Jones 
and Mr Uoyd were arrested 
after they gathered with other 
protesters and draped banners 
over the perimeter fence with 
slogans such as “Never Again” 
and “Free Stonehenge". In an- 
ticipation of an anniversary 
protest, the Chief Constable of 
Wiltshire had obtained an order 
prohibiting trespassory as- 
semblies. defined under the 
Public Order Act 1986 as a 
gathering of 20 or more people 
within a defined area. 

Dr Jones and Mr Uoyd were 
convicted at Salisbury magis- 
trates' court but began a four- 
year battle to overturn the 
decision. They appealed suc- 
cessfully in Salisbury Crown 
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include 
check on 
sexuality 
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QUESTIONS about income, re- 
ligion, illness, and even the 
sexuality of yourparfner are to 
be included for the first time in 
the 2001 Census. Under gov- 
ernment plans published yes- 
terday, the national survey will 
be the most detailed of its Mnd 
since its inception in 1801. 

Traditional British reserve 
about matters financial and 
sexual wta be tested by a list of 
questions aimed at giving civil 
servants and others a com- 
prehensive picture of the na- 
tion’s citizens. Fbr the first 
time, homosexual couples who 
live together wifi be able to iden- 
tify themselves as partners. 

In what the Government 
says is an attempt to identify 
the poorest in society, the Cen- 
sus White Paper suggests that 
unprecedented questions on 
income are also likely to be in- 
cluded. A census rehearsal to 
be staged next month asks re- 
spondents to place themselves 
in one of six annual income 
bands, ranging from under 
£3,500 to more than £25.000. 

If the public responds well to 
the pilot scheme, the question 
will be part of the full survey in 
two years' time, pending ap- 
proval from ministers. 

A new section on religion will 
back up the 1991 Census's 
question on ethnic background, 
bringing England and Wales 
into line with Northern Ire- 
land. The 32 million forms due 
to go out in 2001 will offer a 
choice of “Christian, Hindu, 
Jewish, Islam/Muslim, Sikh, 
Buddhist, none or other”. 

To allow a more detailed 
picture of ethnic make-up, cat- 
egories will be greatly expand- 
ed to indude “Irish”, “Mixed”, 
“Asian British” and “Black 


by Paul Waugh 
Political Correspondent 


British". Asian people will be 
able to specify if they are Indi- 
an, Bangladeshi or Pakistani 
The maximum penalty for 
failure to complete a census 
form is £1,000 and ail house- 
holders are legally required to 
fill it in honestly. 

A spokesman for the Office 
for National Statistics (ONS) 
stressed that although names 
and addresses were required, 
they would be locked up far 100 
years in accordance with cen- 
sus rules. “The Census is ex- 
tremely confidential and 
privacy is paramount The 
names will not be revealed, we 
want to make that very dear” 
Martin Walker; of gay rights 
group Stonewall, welcomed the 
inclusion of same-sex infor- 
matirai as a step forward for so- 
ciety. “We have been fighting for 
years for homosexual relation- 
ships to be recognised because 
we are fed up when forms just 
offer the choice of marriage or 
heterosexual couples," he said. 

Other new questions indude 
one on general health and long- 
term Alness, qualifications, 
hours a week spent working and 
means of travel to work. Re- 
spondents wDl also be asked to 
say whether they provide uxqraid 
hdp for a friend or relative with 
a long-term health problem. 

>r We are not about placing 
undue burdens on the public, 
but there is a definite need for 
more detailed information for 
central and local government, 
the health service, businesses 
and the professions,” the ONS 
spokesman said. 

Leading article, 
Review.page 3 


Court, but that ruling was re- 
versed in January 1997 by the 
High Court However; last Oc- 
tober they were given leave to 

take their case to the House of 

Lords. 

As part of yesterday's ruling. 
Lord Hutton said: “The com- 
mon law recognises that there 
is a right for members of the 
public to assemble together to 
express views on matters of 
public concern and X consider 
that the common law should 
now recognise this right, which 
is one of the fundamental rights 
of citizens in this country is un- 
duly restricted unless it can be 
exercised in some circum- 
stances on the public highway.” 

“From being only allowed to 
assemble at the whim of the po- 
lice, we now have a positive 
right of freedom of expression 
which includes being able to 
come together peacefully,” Dr 
Jones said. 

Mr Lloyd, 28, said: “I just 
wish we hadn’t had to go 
through a four-year legal battle 
to stand peaceably by a road” 
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Crash man thinks 
wife is impostor 


■ jwt ■ 



FORMORE than SO years Alan 
Davies and his wife Christine 
enjoyed a happy marriage. 
Now, after a car crash, Mr 
Davies believes his wife is an 
impostor and that his real 
spouse died in the accident Suf- 
fering from the extremefyrare 
Capgras’ Syndrome, he now 
refers to his “current" wife as 
Christine Two. 

Yesterday Mr Davies, 52. a 
former teacher, received 
£130,000 in compensation after 
the High Court in Cardiff was 
told how the crash in Septem- 
ber 1995 devastated his mar- 
riage. The couple still five in the 

same house but are considering 
divorce. 

Mr and Mrs Davies, from 
Rhondda, south Wales, were in- 
voived in the crash with Thomas 
Whams who cut across them* 
Nefl Bidder QC. told the court 
that Mr Davies suffered flash- 


by Andrew buncombe 

barks of his wife lying dead in 
the crash. 

Air Davies, who was forced to 
give 14 ) his job, said “I have good 
days and bad days butl still be- 
lieve my wife has died” He 
added: “There are marriage 
strains - before the accident, 
when we argued we never slept 
oa it VSte have even discussed di- 
vorce but she doesn’t want to.” 

Mr Davies sued Mr Williams, 
55 , for loss of earnings and 
damag es. Mr Williams, of Abfir- 
tillery admitted liability for the 
crash but denied causing Mr 
Davies any psychological prob- 
lems. An agreement was 
reached yesterday whereby Mr 
Davies will receive £130,000 phis 
costs. 

There are said to be onfy six 
cases of the syndrome diag- 
nosed worldwide each yean . 
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Hewitt drifts off into foggy world of election slogans 


WITH ALL this talk of purdah in 
recent days I had imagined that the 
Chancellor might absent himself 
from Treasury questions. Surely he 
should be reclining in some Civil 
Service zenana, murmuring sweet 
nothings at bis economic advisers 
from behind a fetching tartan yash- 
mak, Would the fiscal Nubians who 
guard him really let him loose at the 
moment when his virtue was most 
vulnerable to improper advances? 

There he was, though, barefaced 
in the marketplace, and subject to 
the impertinent remarks of every 
passing Tbm, Dick or Angus. Then 
he stood up to speak and I realised 
that my anxiety had been hopelessty 


naive. There was no chance Mr 
Brown would be seduced into in- 
discretion by Oppostion MPs. After 
all, he hasn't answered a Conserv- 
ative question for the past six 
months. Why should he be$n now? 

Paul Truswell Labour member 
for Pudsey later asked Barbara 
Roche whether the Inland Revenue 
might be encouraged to use plain 
English in the explanatory leaflets 
it sends out to taxpayers it has ovw- 
charged- This is a laudable aim but 
one wonders whether Rarfiament is 
quite the body to drive it through, 
having a distinctly ambiguous re- 
lationship to our native tongue it- 
self. ‘'We’D take no lessons from 


politicians on the matter of plain- 
speaking,” the Revenue might le- 
gitimately reply. 

Sometimes utterance is simply 
detached from any meaningful con* 
tent, as when Patricia Hewitt drift- 
ed off into one of those fog-machine 
denunciations of the Conservative 
Party record, garianded with dog- 
eared election slogans (“the people 
of this country blah blah ... safe in 
Labour hands . . . blah blah”). “Hog- 
wash!” barked Nicholas Winterton 
furiously after one particularly 
egregious example, but that was a 
libel on hogwash, which at least has 
some nutritional content Ms 
Hewitt's remarks bore a much 


The Sketch 



other sid&lfbstea'day the trophy for TunDalyenfin^^ceeed _ on sucb occasions, that Mr Daferefl 

linguistic opacity wait to David dragging George Robertson^ ^ had made no reference to the safe- 
Amess, one of those people whose dispatch box to afa^er a £"!L t tv of British airmen in his question, 
personal volume control seems to Notice Question about the euiTen wasn't actually true since Mr 

have been knocked out of whack by terms of engagemeift m Iraq, am- specifically asked about 

a blow to the head. ting reward for to detamination j^S^StScky enough 


THOMAS 

SUTCLIFFE 

closer relation to what emerges 
after the hogwash has been 
througbapig. 

Things aren't much better on the 


He boomed out a convoluted 
qaestion that ended with a request 
to know how the Chancellor pro- 
posed to keep his economic promis- 


ting reward for his deiCTmmawn enough 

to be downed given that no formal 


have been greatly enlightened by 
the response, since Mr Robert- 
son’s terms of engagement are 
simple. When a hostile question- 


state of war existed 

It seems fanciful to imagine that 
President Saddam would be very 


es “without supposedly not raising simple. When a hostile quesnon- legalistic 

taxes” I have Wfiteted on this martisdetededaqy^orertiie to priso Sera of 

phrase for sonie time without bring no-fly zones he dives for the douds, if Mr nSyell ^sometimes 

able to penetrate its transcenden- either citing the continued mtran- continues to 

tal pnigmag It is a grammatical sigence of Saddam Hussein (quite awry m substance, Questions 

MdS^MdloStoS agoodargamenBw flag-waving for 
ers as a tfnd nf frrwn -■ iHrp the our boys in the air fa rather less sbouldbeasted 
sound of one-hand dapping. reputable one). He noted, with tile might yet be given. 


MPs question 
plan to tax 
child benefit 











DOUBTS OVER Gordon 
Brown's plans to tax child ben- 
efit for the well- off were raised 
by an all-party committee of 
MPs yesterday. The Labour- 
dominated Social Security Se- 
lect Committee predicted that 
unmarried couples living to- 
gether would manage to avoid 
paying tax on their child bene- 
fit. The MPs also urged the 
Chancellor to ensure that his 
proposal did not breach the 
prindple of independent taxa- 
tion for men and women. They 
said he should also avoid pro- 
pelling people currently paying 
the basic rate of tax into the 40 
percent top-rate bracket by in- 
ducting child benefit payments 
in their total income. 

Mr Brown wants to tax the 
child benefit paid to the 855,000 
families in which one partner 
pays the higher rate of income 
tax which would raise £450m 
a year - enough to raise the 
benefit by 70 pence per child 
each week. 

But Treasury officials have 
warned him that there are 
practical problems in produc- 
ing a workable scheme, which 
may force Mr Brown to delay 
imposing the tax for one or two 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

By Andrew Grice 
Political Editor 

years. He will reveal his inten- 
tions in his Budget next Tues- 
day, when he is expected to 
announce a generous rise in 
child benefit, already due to rise 
from £11.45 to £14.40 a week for 
the first chM in April 

In a report rushed out before 
the Budget, the Social Securi- 
ty Committee stopped short of 
demanding that Mr Brown 
abandon his plan after Labour 
MPs watered down the draft re- 
port written by Archy Kirk- 
wood, the Liberal Democrat 
MP for Roxburgh and Ber- 
wickshire, who chairs the 
committee. 

Mr Kirkwood said the pro- 
posal would be illogical, unfair 
complex and would not raise 
enough cash to raise child ben- 
efit substantially across the 
board. His draft report said 
the move could threaten inde- 
pendent taxation, undo* which 
the tax paid by one person is not 
affected by the income of any 
other person in their family. 

But Labour MPs endorsed 
some of Mr Kirkwood’s criti- 


cisms, with the committee ex- 
pressing concern that people 
would not declare they received 
child benefit on their tax return. 

“There is a risk that un- 
married couples will find it 
easy to evade the tax if they 
choose not to declare their liv- 
ing arrangements to the Inland 
Revenue,” said the report The 
Inland Revenue was unlikely to 
devote a significant amount of 
money to collecting relatively 
small sums from a very small 
group of people. 

In a coded criticism of Mr 
Brawn, they concluded: “It win 
be for the House itself to deride . 
whether the disadvantages and 
complexities of taxing child 
benefit would be outweighed by 
the advantages to ail families if 
there were significant future 
increases in the level of child 
benefit" 

Iain Duncan Smith, the Tory 
spokesman on Social Security 
said the report showed that Mr 
Brown’s plan was “increasing- 
ly untenable". He warned that 
.the proposal would be “anti- 
marriage" as it would penalise 
' famili es in which one parent 
stayed at home to look after 
children and relatives. 


Combat 
rules 
eased for 
UK pilots 


by Sarah Schaefer 
Politi cal Reporter 

BRITISH AND US pilots pa- 
trolling the Iraq “no-fly" zones 
have had their rules of en- 
gagement changed to cope with 
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for the Greater London Assembly at Conservative Central 


D itiii-k>ulaye as she announced her candidacy 
in London yesterday Nicola Kurtz 


“daffy attempts to kill them”, 
George Robertson said. 

But the Secretary of State far 
Defence was warned in (he 
Commons that there was not a 
“blank cheque” in ordering 
such action. He told MPs there 
had been more than 1 00 viola- 
tions of the no-fly zones since 
tiie end of Operation Desert Pax 
before Christmas. 

He said adaptation to the 

rules of engagement was strict- 
ly in accordance with interna- 
tional law- it (fid not represent 
a change to the policy towards 
maintaining the oo-By zones 
or the purpose of the long- 
standing patrols. 

“The tailoring of the rules of 
engagement merely reinforces 
our position, which we have 
made dear all along, that we 
wffi take robust and appropri- 
ate defensive measures to pre- 
vent Saddam from endangering 
the lives of our brave aircrew.” 

But Menzies Campbell, for 
the liberal Democrats, said 
that although he supported use 
of force as a last resort, he did 
not feel able to offer Mr Robert- 
son a “blank cheque”. 
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GORDON BROWN dismissed 
the Tories as a “marginalised 
sect” yesterday after they boy- 
cotted the first meeting of a 
cross-party advisory group on 
preparations to join the euro. 

The Chancellor condemned 
tf^derisOT to leave an “empty 
chair” at the meeting in protest 
attheGovanmmt’sdiangeover 
plan. He also launched a fierce 
attackon “denying choice to the 
British people” by refusing to 
prepare to join the single cur- 
rency at a later date. 

“The Conservative Party has 
so marginalised itself that it 
wotfteven partici p a te in the <fis- 
cussions about prepa ra ti o ns... 


By Sarah Schaefer 
Political Reporter 

thrirmotto is to beunprepared,” 
he said during question time. 

The advisory group, chaired 
fay BanySheennan, the Labour 
Co-operative MP for Hudders- 
field, met for the first time yes- 
terday morning to consider the 
practical preparations that 
would be necessary if Britain 
was to sign up to the euro. 

Francis Maude, the shadow 
Ownceflor; claimed teat the na- 
tional changeover plan, laying 
tiie groundwork for possible 
entry, was about “edging 


Britain ever closer to mem- 
bership in an attempt to dose 
off the option of Britain pros- 
pering outside”. 

As part of (he Government's 
plans to prepare the country far 
possible entry, Mr Brown an- 
nounced that banks, retailers 
and small businesses would be 
among those involved in work- 
ing parties “dcring a business ex- 
amination of critical issues” 
involved in monetary union. 

Vincent Cable, liberal De- 
mocrat MP for Twickenham, 
asked what “rational reason” 
the Tories had to boycott a 
body on which all other parties 
were represented. 


In a later exchange, Mr 
Maude challenged the Chan- 
cellor over what estimate had 
been made of the conversion 
cost to business and the tax- 
payer of joining the euro. The 
Chancellor pointed out that the 
whole point of the changeover 
plan was to have a discussion 
of the implications of joining. 

But John Bercow; the Tory 
MP for Buckingham, insisted 
the Government was trying to 
“drag Britain Into the single cur- 
rency”, adding: ‘Tfou do so with 
a cost that you won't calculate, 
for a benefit you cannot quan- 
tify at a risk to the British peo- 
ple which you dare not admit” 
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£42,000 lor 
Sinn Fein 

SINN FE3N will receive 
£42,000 for duties is the 
Northern Ireland 
Assembly, while Families 
Acting fur Innocent 
Relatives will get £4,000, 
said Northern Ireland 
Minister Paul Murphy. 

£3Jmfnfake 
legal aid (Hams 

LEGAL AID board 
investigations uncovered 
fraudulent and wrongful 
claims totalling £3.Sm 
since 1994, Geoff Hoon, 
Minister rtf State in the 
Lord Chancellor’s 
Department, said. 

Bid to allay 
Youth Bill fear 

THE GOVERNMENT plans 
a “new safeguard" to 
ease media concern 
about exclusion from 
court proceedings as part 
of its Vbuth Justice and 
Criminal Evidence Bill, 
said Lord Williams erf 
Mostyn. 


shares rebuke 


GEOFFREY ROBINSON, the for- 
mer paymaster-general, faced 
an official complaint from the 
Tories last night after The 
Independent revealed he had 
an undeclared shareholding in 
a property investment firm. 

Elizabeth FQkin, the Parlia- 
mentary Commissioner for 
Standards, has been asked to 
investigate whether Mr Robin- 
son broke the rules. If she up- 
holds (he complaint, (he former 
minister will be dealt with se- 
verely by the MPs’ watchdog 
committee, which warned on 
Wednesday that it would treat 
another breach very seriously. 

Mr Robinson has been crit- 
icised three times by the Select 
Committee on Standards and 
Privileges for failing to list 
directorehto in the Register of 
Members’ Interests. 

David Heathcoat-Araoty the 
Tbiy Treasury spokesman, said 
Mr Rdxnsan should be gtano 
more latitude. “It now appears 
that he has committed a farther 
grave breach of the rules. I hope 
the committee wW look at this 
very seriously” be said. 

Compare records show that, 
between April and November 
1997, Mr Robinson held jointly 
with his stepmother; Pauline 


By Fran Abrams 
Westminster Correspondent 

Robinson, one third of the 
shares in the JCT Property 
Company. They were trans- 
ferred to them from the JCT 
frust and the share register 
entry Is marked “FW Robinson 
settlement”. 

A current minister was also 
facing criticism yesterday after 
The Independent revealed that 
he had failed to sell shares in 
a company he used to work foe 
Stephen Timms, a Social Sec- 
urity minister; is to be forced to 
dispose of the shares in Ovum 
after Conservatives claimed 
the holding could cause a con- 
flict of interest 

A written answer to Iain 
Duncan Smith, the Conserva- 
tive Social Security spokesman, 
stressed that the responsibility 
for disposing of interests fay 

with Mr Timms. 

Alistair Darting, the Secre- 
tary of State for Social Security, 
said no conflict had occurred 
but added: “The Minister of 
State will be taking farther 
steps in accordance with the 
ministerial code” 


Couples ‘worse 
off on tax’ 

FRANCIS MAUDE, the 
shadow Chancellor 
attacked the 

Government’s tax record, 
cl aiming that married 
couples with a mortgage 
were £200-a-year worse off 
under Labour. 

Loans claims 
made quicker 

SOCIAL SECURITY 
minister Angela Eagle 
announced “major 
changes” to simplify and 

speed the Social Rmd 

Budgeting Loan scheme to 
mate it easier for people 
to apply. 

Today’s agenda 

Commons: Private 
Members’ Bills; Rir 
banning (Prohibition) Bin 
second reading; Ro ad 
■ftaffic (Vehicle Testing) 
Bill, second reading; 
marine rescue services 
debate. Lords: Not sitting. 
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Members plan to liven up bleak House 




IV 


WAITING PATENTLY in the 
dreary queue at the St 
Stephen's entrance to the 
« 5®!®“ of Wwtminstei; Chris 

J Roberts from Springfield, Mis- 
il souri, stood with a copy of 
7 Charles Dickens’ Bteofc House. 

U fit* was not, Mr Roberts 
i;Jkssed, a guide-book. 

I politics student over 

here in Britain for a semester;” 
he explained, “and I wanted to 
sit in on Question Time. I had 
heard the line can be quite 
long, so I got here early” 

Mr Roberts might have had 
a specific reason to queue up in 
the cold, but most of the hun- 
dreds of thousands of people 
who annually shuffle slowly 
along do not They consider the 
Mother of all Parliaments as 
nothing more than another 
tourist attraction, albeit one 
that costs nothing. But yes ter- 


By Andrew Buncombe 
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Boothroyd: Supports plans 
for guided House tours 

day it was revealed that those 
within parliament plan to trans- 
form the Palace of Wes tminster 
into an all-singing all- dancing 


L6.50 for in-depth tours during 
the summer months when the 
houses are in recess. 

There will be tours of the 
Royal Gallery, visits to the rob- 
ing rooms and trips to the 
division lobbies. Under the 
plan, currently being consid- 
ered by the Commons admin- 
istration committee, tourists 
will be further lured by up- 
market souvenirs, ranging from 
pencils to brooches. At the 
moment they pan buy little 
more than a few postcards. 

“It is a very exciting prqject 
We want to ensure that we 
offer the very best" said Peter 
Jennings, the Serjeant-at-Arms 
in the Commons. “Wfe believe 
that what we plan to put on offer 
.will represent very good value 
%or money.” 

A spokesman for the Speak- 
er of the House of Commons, 
Betty Boothroyd, said: “The 
Speaker is very much in favour 


e of the scheme though it needs 
s some more work on it” 

*• Specially commissioned re- 
'f search has suggested that up 
" to 80 per cent of visitors to Lon- 
s don visit the Palace of West- 
minster But while free public 
r access to Parliament is a 
fiercely defended democratic 
) principle, many observers 

1 admit there is currently little to 

i offer the tourist 

Unless on an organised tour 

1 sponsored by an MR tourists 
1 currently have no choice but to 

- queue up until a place in the 
s public gallery becomes avail- 
r able. Sometimes the wait can 
take what seems like for ever 
Yesterday was a case in 
' point Even on a cold March 
morning it took more than an 
hour from joining the queue 
until, eventually, one was 
allowed into the gallery. 

On the way there were 
security checks, more waits, the 
need to sign a written promise 
“not to use opera glasses” and 
a trudge up five flights of stairs. 
Finally one was confronted by 
a sign demanding that, on entry 
to the gallery, there be no dap- 
ping or cheering 

Fht chance of that Yesterday j 
the seat of democracy was 
thrilling to the Hon Member for 
Boring-on-Sea’s fascinating 
insights about the breaking of 
manifesto pledges on the level 
of taxation on household fuel. 

In the public gallery the 
tourists looked bored. Down 
below the Honourable tourist 
attractions looked equally 
bored. Another member stood 
up and said, something about 
small businesses. Everyone 
jeered, then he sat down. 

The tourists in the public 
gallery looked bemused Then 
they got up and trudged back 
down the five flights of stairs, 
being careful on their way not 
to either clap or cheer 
So had it been worth it? Tt 
is very different in Germany” 
said Kraus Holger visiting with 
his girlfriend 

“There you can only watch 
from behind glass. I don't know 
much about politics, I am only 
here for the sightseeing” 

George IMtarm, from Paris, 
was equally non-phissed “It is 
all right I could not really 
understand everything they 
were saying," he said. 

According to the Serjeant-at- 
Arms, the only contentious 
issue in regard to the plan for 
the Palace of Westminster is 
over whether to charge an 
entrance fee. 

Only a cynic, of course, 
would suggest that was 
because if people had to pay to 
visit no one would bother 
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‘Sporting 
- Life’ falls at 
fl final hurdle 








1 1 jpLANS TO launch Britain’s first 
National daily sports newspaper 
have been ditched. Mirror 
Group confirmed yesterday. 

About -H) members of staff on 
the ill-fated Sporting Life pro- 
ject were told by Jeremy Reed, 
the managing director of the 
group’s sports division, that 
jobs on other Mirror titles 
would be found for them if they 
wanted The final decision to 
scrap the enterprise was taken 
after research revealed that the 
maximum circulation the title 
could hope to achieve was 
200,000. 

“An investment of £K)m to 
£15m would have been 
required," a Mirror Group 
spokesman said. “And at that 
level of circulation, there was no 
guarantee of a return on the 
investment." The spokesman 
; .Jtied that while the Sporting 
Lxfe brand name would remain 
alive on the Internet, there 
- was no prospect of the title 
being revived by the Mirror 
Group in print form. 

A significant factor in the 
demise of the Sporting Ufe was 
die departure of David Mont- 
gomery as the Mirror Group s 
chief executive in January. Mr 
Montgomery's successor; John 
Allwood is understood to have 
told executives to establishing 
quickly whether the paper 
would yield a speedy return or 


By Rhys Williams 
and Paul McCann 

be little more than a long-term 
status symbol of dubious fi- 
nancial po tential 

The reaction among former 
staff yesterday oscillated 
between bitterness and philo- 
sophical resignation. One jour- 
nalist estimated that the 
aborted relaunch had cost Mir- 
ror Group more than £L5m. 
“The decision was supposedly 
made this week because re- 
search showed it would only sell 
200.000 to 225,000. But last yean 
the break-even point was sup- 
posed to be sales of 150,000." 

John Mulholland now 
deputy editor of The Observer, , 
was originally drafted in to 
revive the Sporting Life last 
March. Weeks before the 19 
October publication date, re- 
cruitment was frozen and the j 
bunch delayed on the basis that 
more research was needed. 
Mr Mulholland left 

Another former staffer said: 
“It was always going to be a 
gamble but, once John left, I 
think we all suspected the pro- 
ject was doomed. I don't think 
The Mirror had any long-term 
view of what they were trying 
to do. ‘All at sea* would be a good 
description of their behaviour” 
Mirror Group profits. 
Business, page 18 



SECURING A RINGSIDE SEAT 


Tourists queuing in the cold outside the Palace of Westminster yesterday 


Peter Macdiarmid, 


United States: Tourists in 
Washington may visit the 
Capitol throughout the 
year at no charge, although 
in summer and school 
holidays they may have to 
queue for several hours In 
the open air. One way for 
Americans to bypass the 
queues is to secure an 
invitation From their local 
Congressman. Visitors are 
allowed into the House and 
Senate chambers and can 
wander the public corridors 
unescorted. 

Australia: The Futuristic 
parliament building in the 
planned government 
complex in Canberra is 
open to visitors for much 
oF the year. Tourists musr 
join organised groups and 
are given a guided tour, 
which intersperses 
information about 
Australia’s history and 
political system with 
details of the building's 
architecture and decor. 
India: It is easy and 
straightforward to gain 


access to the Indian House 
oF Commons. The only 
thing a tourist requires, 
besides a passport, is a 
letter of Introduction from 
one’s embassy or high 
commission in Delhi. 
Germany: Germany's 
modem Parliament 
building, by the Rhine in 
Bonn, is a major tourist 
attraction and there are 
coach parks ail around to 
cope with the daily torrent. 
Soon, the present 
Bundestag building will Fall 
vacant, before being 
converted into a 
conference centre. At its 
new premises, the 
Reichstag in Berlin. 
Parliament is likely to 
become even more popular. 
China: China’s parliament, 
the National People's 
Congress, meets just once 
a year. In March, and only 
diplomats, journalists and 
other accredited observers 
can gain access to the 
Great Hall of the People to 
witness proceedings. 
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With the news 
moving from 10pm 
you'll be able to 
enjoy feature 
length dramas 
without the 
interruption. 



more feature length dramas from March 8th 
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Latest 


THE COMPUTER SUPERSTORE 



Technology at 



the Lowest Prices 





us ROBOnCS 
56k v.90 








PROCESSOR 


PB. 
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ADVENT 


Inter Pentium” III Processor 4S0M Hz 


PENTIUM- III 
processor 

"•"Spaormm^ 

_ TRIPLE pack 


• 64Mb (Fast 100MHz) SyncDRAM. 

• 8.4Gb UltraDMA Seagate Hard Disk Drive. 

• 32x CD-ROM Drive. 

• 8Mb ATI Rage Pro 2D/3D Graphics Card. 

• 64-bit Creative Labs Soundblaster Card 
and Speakers. 

• US Robotics 56k v.90 Modem. 

1 YEAR FREE ON-SITE SERVICING 

MODEL: Advent 8700 



PC WORLD PRICE 


INC VAT 


TRADE-IN 

>v 




HEWLETT PACKARD 

Colour lnk|et Printer usual price 

Up to 600 dpi resolution at {jjg 

up to 10 pages pe< minute. m m Stta mm 
PLUS £40 oil when you trade UUBViW 
in your old printer.! - nn 

MODEL DJB9SCXL Cl 89 39 TRADE-IN PRICE 


HEWLETT PACKARD 


A3 Colour Inkjet Printer 

600 dpi resolution at up to 65 pages pet minute. Prints 
double sided, banners, multi-page __ 
hvhklt and billboard '*** 

pnstcis up to A I in sue v/a^W JO 

MODEL PI J120C. r 


(fee) serve 


■a© for 



ZIP 250 

Looking ‘or in enicen: and sa:e dec* 
up di.ir-T The Zip 235 rkrs 
250Mb o? storage capacity 
on removable Zia disks, 
comp-tibility with existing 
lGO'db disks, affordability, 
relicbiKty er.c performarce. 

Full sertware suite is also 
included to he'p you make 
the most oi your r.e.v drive. 

MODEL: tom.fec 2 z iP 250 SCSI. 




PC WORLD PRICE 



KODAK 


Digital Camera^ 

i i52 x 654 x?.\ 
resolution. 2x optica’ 

:00m. cr.'b COiUOsCt 
Flash merr.o-v 
supplied. Stores up 

MODEL: 

Kodak DC2;C- 

IVAS 099 
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PC WORLD PRICE 


1349 


SAVE 


COREL DRAW v8 
FULL VERSION 

This comprehensive 
award-winning graphics 
suite includes applications 
for page layout and 
illustration, photo editing 
and bitmap creation, 
and 3D modelling 
and rendering. 



PC WORLD PRICE 


199 


EXCLUSIVE 

PRICE 1 


HEWLETT PACKARD 
Flatbed Scanner 

600 x T200 dpi optical resolution. _ 

36-brt true colour. ^ 

Parallel port cZx7 

interface. Includes ^s^SSS 

HP's intelligent 

scanning ?*** 

software. 

MODEL Hewlett 
Packard 3200c 

PC WORLD PRICE ' 






HEWLETT 

PACKARD 

Colour Inkjet Printer 

Up to 5CC dp: •isdutior a: up 
to 3 pages pe' -inure in black. 

Up to 7 pages per minute cclc* 
prirPng. PLUS £50 erf whan 

MODEL: QJ72Cc. ^ 



USUAL PRICE 


TRADE-IN 


www.freoserve.net 


e159 TRADE-IN PRICE 


RE-WRITABLE CD 
RECORDER 


6x Playback. 

2x Write. 

2x Re-write. 

MODEL: 

Traxdata 2260 -*• E1DE. 

WAS €229 


PC WORLD PRICE 
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PERIPHERALS 


u.s.R^1L 


faxmodem^ 


High speed Unmet - 
access and the 
abJSty to send and . 
receive fvas. 





iNEW 





NEW 


.ft 



SAVE 


«*- 


AL 

IRA 


1024 X 76B max 
resolution. 4Mb 
SmartMedia 
memoty supplied. 
Stores up to 
20 images. 
MODEL Olympus 


was 



SCANNERS 



"33$ 


SAVE 




FLATBED SCANNER 


600 x 1200 dpi optical resolution. 
Parallel port interface. 

MODEL' Mustek 9636 Turbo. 


mgr 


Sirin* 


Wm/ SAVE 


FLATBED SCANNER 

600 X 1200 d pi optical resolution. KWORU) PBtt 
USB mtertace. vat JLA 

MODEL- Hewlett Packard 4100c rllU 
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FLATBED SCANNER 


600 x 2400 dpi optical 


resolution. High speed SCSI 
interface. 36-bit true colour. 
MODEL Epson GT7000. 





FLATBED SCANNER 1 


NEW 


600 x 1200 dpi optical resolutkm. 
Parallel and USB interface, versatile 
scanner for the office professional. 
MODEL Hewtett Packard 5200c. 


PC WOULD P8K£ 


1199 


STORES NATIONWIDE. 


FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE 


CALL 0990464464 


OR SHOP ON-LINE AT 


We won't 
be beaten 
on price" 


www.pcworldxo.uk 


tlwe pfwrnse that 3 you find itie sane dfo 
asalaUe at a lower price in any afw load iedO 
sun vritin 7 days cd purchase. we*B refinl the 
guwaeed - piowded yw on produce 
yw receipt and rie&fls id whae you saw the offer. 


PCWORLD 


»un ail inJpnnlM'.mn U5i» Cmln PnjWvtion lnawartif (CPlj n cpcaiui wdl pf«fU |9ur pirawnts n uw otacodent wenploymesaf flnea.CPl n nolBicWnt 
r. -he mjrJW) I'Mimenh unlrss ortiriaiie sutrd. TWCAl RAW’LL. (Without CPIl Ca* Pmr £609. No Dcporri «d 4S monthly payment* ol RO.tt - total I mo u nt payable 
/.it £5 mkiuihia p«.:1uv.* i:so Subtw w UAH. Bnltm uMMDaM aidildUr (fan Dept MK.'PCW MayUnib Xsmuc Henri Hempstead HP? 7IG. Hw Intel buide kijn. 
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Rainbow colours burst 
through sludge of Milan 


Dolce & Gabbana’s vivid flowers, colours and animal prints brightening np Milan yesterday LucaBnmo/AP 


BY SUSANNAH FRANKEL 
Fashion Editor 

DOMENICO DOLCE and Ste- 
fano Gabbana brought a little 
slice of SicjJty to a rainswept 
Milan yesterday. Roses, wheat 
sheaves, oranges and lemons 
farmed an exuberant backdrop 
to a collection that was hot and 
vividly coloured throughout 

Not far Dolce & Gabbana 
the sludgy hues that have dom- 
inated the Mila n catwalks so 
far Instead, fluorescectydlow, 
green, orange and pink was the 
order of the day. 

Perhaps the most dever 
thing about the collection was 
that all the Dolce & Gabbana 
famous hallmarks were in 
place. There were big FSfties- 
style bras - the pair have a 
shrine to the corset in their 
Milan showroom - worn under 
sheer stretchy black evening 
wear and there was the sexi- 
est, curyy footwear seen on the 
catwalk this season so far A 



Stefano Gabbana Geft) and Domenico Dolce 


newer trouser shape, skinny 
and cropped a little below the 
knee is, equally a look that the 
designers have by now made 
their own. Despite this, over- 
all, the collection had a happi- 
ly fresh feeL 

Earlier this week, Gabbana 
said he was tired of fashion and 
of the pressure on designers to 
reinvent themselves season 
after season in particular; 


Strange, then, that the 
autumn/wmter 2000 Dolce & 
Gabbana show seemed so full 
of joy. H-ousers cut off at the 
knee were scattered with psy- 
chedelic Sowers - Woodstock 
has never looked so luxe. These 
were worn with camisole tops, 
sequinned to mimic leopard 
print and the look was finished 
with snakeskin biker boots in 
equally lurid hues. Fbr evening 


there were signature jewel - 
encrusted opera coats. 

TVue, the show was not rec- 
ommended for shrinking violets, 
but then that is not the Dolce & 
Gabbana market. Clashing 
colours, colliding prints and 
more diamante than Barbara 
CartlamTs jewellery box will 
suit the very brave, sexy and 
beautiful down to the ground. 

Those with a slightly more 
demure dress sense, mean- 
while, will not be disappointed 
with immaculately tailored nar- 
row black coats, although even 
these, cutely boasted bright 
animal or floral-print linings. 

There was plenty of fur. of 
course - this is Milan, a city 
hardly famous for being politi- 
cally correct Rabbit and mink 
dyed in all the colours of the 
rainbow looked, well, expen- 
sive. Even by I talian standards. 
Dolce & Gabbana were pushing 
it sending out little fur hats 
shaped like flower pots - Bill and 
Ben is not what fashion needs. 
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Doctors 
will still 
cover up 
mistakes 
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DOCTORS ARE still reluctant to 
tell patients when they make an 
error, despite warnings that 
. they could be struck off if they 
• try to bury their mistakes . 
Four out of ten specialists 
surveyed fora study, published 
in tile British Mediixd Journal, 
said they did not believe pa~ 

1 dents should always be told 
when a complication occurred 
and two-thirdk did not agree ; 
that the patients should be 
given detailed information 
about the possible eonse- 
quences. In contrast mere than 
* nine out of ten patients said 
they should be told about a mis- 
take and more than eight out of 
ten said they would want to 
know what might happen as a 
result 

The fintfings come after a se- 
ries of cases that have high- 
lighted the institutional secrecy 
of medicine and the tendency 
of doctors to close ranks and 
cover for errant colleagues. 
Hearings begin later this 
month in the Bristol baby 
deaths inquiry, which will ex- 
amine bow warnings about the 
high death rate at Bristol Royal 
Infirmary during the late 1980s 
and early 1990s went unheed- 
ed fbr years. 

The General Medical Coun- 
cil, the doctors’ disciplinary 
body, revised its guidance on 
good medical practice in 1997. 
It now says that after an ad- 
verse event a full and honest ex- 
1 p location and an apology 
• should be provided routinely. 

In the study, Dr Leslie Hin- 
gorani and colleagues at the 
Central Middlesex Hospital, 

; London, asked a group of pa- 
: tients attending an ophthal- 
mology clinic to imagine an 
‘ incident in which a surgeon car- 
rying out a cataract operation 
makes a small error, as a result 


By Jeremy Laurance 
H ealth Editor 

of which the lens capsule 
breaks. 

The surgeon has to insert 
stitches and a larger lens than 
he planned and there is a one 
in ten chance that the patient’s 
vision will be affected. Howev- 
er next day the patient, a 
woman,'- sees* well and is 
pleased. Should she be told? 

Of 248 patients questioned, 
92 per cent said they would 
want to be told and 81 per cent 
said they would want details of 
what could happen. Among 48 
consultant ophthalmologists 60 
per cent said the patient should 
be told and 33 per cent believed 
she should be given details. 

The authors say that doctors 
may be reluctant to tell out of 
a desire to protect patients 
from anxiety. But they may 
also fear losing the patient’s 
trust, bang blamed and per- 
haps sued. Yfet many studies 
show that failing to provide in- 
formation increases the risk of 
litigation and the longer an ex- 
planation is left the more diffi- 
cult it is to provide. They add: 
“The practice of medicine can 
never be free of errors and . 
changes are required in the at- 
titudes of both patients and 
the medical profession.’' 

The General Medical Coun- 
cil said doctors who fail to ac- 
knowledge mistakes could face 
misconduct charges. 

■ The British Medical Associ- 
ation warned that 350 obstetri- 
cians were facing redundancy 
because there are too few con- 
sultant posts for the number 
being trained. It called on the 
Government to establish new 
consultant posts “to provide 
recommended standards of 
care in labour”. 


Moral guardians 
sought for Net 


WANTED: PERSON to look at 
hardcore pornography on the 
Internet Absolutely must not 
be interested in pornography. 
Paedophiles and perverts are 
especially unwelcome. 
Strange though it sounds, 

that is what the Internet Watdi 
Foundation - an organisation 
based in Cambridge that mon- 
itors the legality of images on 

. theNet-requires. In an advert 

placed this week in the Cam- 
bridge Evening News, it is 
seeking two people to work on 
its hotline, performing daily 
checks on websites and news- 
groups that members of the 
public have complained about, 
to. see whether they are 
obscene - and possibly report 

the owners to the police. 

However, the foundation, 
recognising some people might 
find it too enjoyable a job, has 
added the following proviso to 


BY CHARLES ARTHUR 
Technology Editor 

the advert “You will be in- 
volved in assessing hardcore 
pornographic images involving 
both adults and children: (Do 
not apply if that sounds attrac- 
tive to yoxO” 

Ruth Dixon, the hotline man- 
ager; said it will not be possible 
to check applicants' criminal 
records. “As we are not phy- 
sically working with children, 
we don’t have access to those 
police checks," she said. “But 
we will follow up all references 
very closely.” 

She added: "Vfe decided to 
put the warning on the advert 
to stop people applying who 
woulcL be .shocked and to 
acknowledge that there might 
be a minority of people 
who might want to appty for the 
job for the wrong reasons.” 
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With the news 
moving from 10pm 
you’ll be able to 
enjoy new edgier 
shows without 
the interruption. 





new edgier shows from March 8th 
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Action on bug is 
‘too little, too late’ 
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THE PRIME Minister inter- 
vened for the first time yester- 
day to issue a dire warning 
about the threat of millennium 
bug computer flaws amid 
claims that' the Government 
was risking the livelihoods of 
millions of people by doing "too 
little too late". 

The attack came from a for- 
mer senior adviser to the Cab- 
inet on information technology 
who now heads Taskforce 2000, 
a millennium bug consultancy 
backed by 20 blue chip compa- 
nies. Ministers are beaming in- 
creasingly concerned about the 
problem as a survey showed 
that just two out of five British 
companies were making ade- 
quate preparations. 

Robin Guenier accused Tory 
Blair of doing a U-turn on the 
problem. Mr Blair told the 
Commons recently that the sit- 
uation was in hand, especially 
as for as larger companies 
were concerned, but he has be- 
come more pessimistic. 

Mr Guenier said Action 2000. 
the official government body re- 
sponsible for dealing with the 
issue, had adopted a “laid back” 


BY BARRIE CLEMENT 
Labour Editor 

attitude to an "extremely seri- 
ous problem” 

Business did not full under- 
stand the implications and that 
was the fault of Action 2000. 
“The bug could threaten the 
livelihoods of millions of peo- 
ple,” Mr Guenier said. 

In his statement to MPs at 
the Commons, the Prime Min- 
ister said; “Time has very near- 
ly run out for the firms that are 
behind. With under 10 months 
to go, they have two dear choic- 
es: use the time to beat the bug; 
or risk being beaten by it 

“The bug is biting now. One 
in 10 companies interviewed by 
Action 2000 has already suf- 
fered disruption caused by the 
bug. I strongly urge board di- 
rectors, managers and em- 
ployees alike to ensure their 
firms, their jobs and their liveli- 
hoods are safe from the bug.” 

Action 2000 S3id too many 
companies were “woefully be- 
hind” in their preparations. 
Only 43 per cent were on course 
to have a trouble-free new year 


according to the fourth wave of 
research by the organisation. 

Disturbingly about four out 
of the five businesses that be- 
lieved they were ready were 
not, said Gwynneth Flower 
managing director of Action 
2000. Such companies were 
being sent a poster warning 
them of “impending doom”, 
she said. 

The study showed that 
progress by large companies, 
employing 250 or more had 
been “too slow” in toe past 
quarter: Action 2000 claime d at 
the end of last year that most 
big organisations were taking 
the appropriate measures. 

Some 58 percent of small to 
medium-sized businesses were 
now on course, compared with 
49 per cent in the previous 
quarter- although the pace was 
not quick enough. Firms with 
between one and nine workers 
bad progressed, with about 
one-third making the necessary 
preparations. 

Ms Flower said that thou- 
sands of businesses were suf- 
fering from “bug tunnel vision". 

She said that more than 80 


BEST VALUE 
INTEL 

PENTIUM III 
PROCESSOR PCs 

(ANDTHEY'Ri ONLY AVAILABLE ATCOMET) 


per cent of companies thought 
the bug posed a serious prob- 
lem, but less than half gave it 
a high priority. That was an ‘"ex- 
traordinary” position to adopt 
and smacked of “amateurism", 
she said. 

With just under 10 months to 
go, she warned that Action 
2000 would be taking a tougher 

Imp and “ naming and shaming* 

companies which did not mea- 
sure up. 

Ms Flower said: “Let’s be 
dean we are talking about the 
risk of severe disruption, or 
worse, of companies that fail to 
address their own vulnerability 
to the bug.” 

She said that enterprises 
had a legal obligation to ensure 
the health and safety of their 
employees and customers. 
Companies whose computer 
systems crashed, endangering 
life and limb, would be closed 
down by the Health and Safety 
Executive. 

Ms Flower also warned that 

ra mp iter prahWm m nld mean 

a reduction in revalue, legal 
costs, a loss of customers and 
a breakdown of supp]y chains. 
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Pentium® IN Processor 

Get more from the .Internet, enjoy a new Internet 
experience. From shopping, searching and 
communicating, to the latest tips and tricks at 
www.irrtel.com, a Pentium® III processor in your desktop 
PC helps you do more and get more out of the Internet. 



DRIVE 


• INTEL® PENTIUM® III PROCESSOR 450MHz 

• 64Mb SO RAM • 1 0Gb hard disk drive *■ A a A HH 

• 51 2Kb cache memory • 56k fax/modem H" WM1 #99 

• AGP graphics with 16Mb RAM . . I M101V 

• 4 speed DVD ROM drive K IQ A / * 

• Includes Windows® 98 & | \| L Y Y I FROM £39.99 A MONTH- 

Lotus® SmartSuite T 2 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 

Millennium software exclusive to comet 

Model 2117 SKU 413059 


ANSWERS TO AIL YOUR 7 
-- lMJi?lMBXA.CftJEUE5 

-When -/you 1 :■ purttiasa-' 
MunmecSa PC, ybuTf gift mi 
TtT*i he !p you'll need for-ths 
cost of :a local-caft. fr* *«n. 
ty -4ha- computer expats at 
CHerit Lo£0c. who can haJp you: 
any questions jegarcflrig - 

JW PC.or software. \- 
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BOW IOWEST PRICED PC WITH PENTIUM ” HI PROCESSOR 




UKACWUU MULTIMEDIA PC 

• INTEL® PENTIUM® III PROCESSOR 450MHz 

• 64Mb SD RAM • 8.4Gb hard disk drive 

• 512Kb cache memory • 56k lax/modem 

• 32 speed CD ROM drive • 17" monitor 

• Includes Windows® 98 & Lotus® SmartSuite 
Millennium software, Model 2127 




f f I FROM E3A99 A BOOTH" 1 
12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 
EXCLUSIVE TO COMET 
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Tony Banks, minister for Sport, wants flie Dome to become a football stadium after 2000 Brian Harris 

For sale: Second-hand Dome, t 
imaginative bids only please 


BIDS WERE invited yesterday 
for the Millennium Dome from 
potential new owners who 
might want to take it over once 
celebrations for the year 2000 
are over 

Englis h Partnership, which 
owns the land in east London 
on which toe Dome is built, 
claims it win last “a generation” 
before it requires refurbish- 
ing. But potential bidders will 
be told that no taxpayers’ 
money will go towards funding 
any new use. 


By Coun brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Tbny Blair; in a foreward to 
a brochure for potential buyers, 
says: “I am determined to do all 
I can to ensure that the Dome 
stands as an enduring legacy 
for the future. 

“The Government is seeing 
to select from toe private sec- 
tor an organisation which will 
match our vision.” 

Nick Raynsfbrd, whose con- 
stituency includes the Dome 


and^ who is minister for London, 
said there would be no more 
public money to redevelop it - 
but people were being asked to 

suggest ideas for new uses. 

Mr Haynsford did not say 
what his pet scheme for the 
Dome would be, but Tony 
Banks, the Sports minister; has 
already suggested it could be 
converted into an international 
football stadium to back up 
England’s bid to stage the 
World Cup in 2008. 

Potential buyers should be 


warned- that there are some 
problems. 

Iburists are already getting 
lost walking to the Dome from 
historic Greenwich along toe 
Thames Riverside path. 

There are plans to improve 
transport links with a river bus 
and toe extension of the Jubilee 
line Underground to Canary 
Wharf. 

The Docklands Light Rail- 
way network is also being ex- 
tended across the Thames frun 
Docklands to Greenwich. 


Drug doubles quit rate of smokers 


A CHANCE observation by a 
psychiatrist has led to the dis- 
covery of a new drug for smok- 
ers that is twice as effective as 
nicotine patches in helping 
them to quit 

Zy ban is an anti-depressant 
that has the unusual side effect 
of reducing the craving for 
nicotine. When given to smok- 
ers trying to give up, it doubled 


BY JEREMY LAURANCE 
Health Editor 

the number who were stiH not 
smoking after one year com- 
pared with those who used 
nicotine patches alone. 

The discovery of Zybatfs ac- 
tion was made six years ago by 
Dr Linda Fteny an American 
psychiatrist at the Loma Linda 


University; California, who no- 
ticed that patients she was 
treating with the drug seemed 
less inclined to smoke. 

Her observation was greet- 
ed with scepticism by col- 
leagues but she conducted a 
pilot study published in 1994,. 
which appeared to confirm her 
hunch. She has since continued 
to press for recognition of the 


drug as a smoking cessation 
aid. Yesterday that recognition 
came in toe shape of a study 
published in the New England 
Journal of Medicine of 900 
smokers who tried to stop. 

Of those given a nicotine 
patch 16 per cent were still not 
smoking a year later. But the 
figure rose to 30 per cent of 
those treated with Zyban. 
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FOREIGN NEWS/13 


CHRIS RATTEN, the former gov- 
ernor of Hong Kong and 
one-time chairman of the Con- 
serative Party has emerged as 

a contender for the post of 
Europe's new and influential 
foreign policy supremo. 

Allies of Mr Patten, 55, one 
the leading figures on the 
left, believe he is well- 
suited to the post, and one 
senior European dipfomatyes- 
terday described his prospects 


is Blair’s favourite in race for ‘Mr Europe’ 


By Stephen Castle 

in Brussels 

and Andrew Grice 

as “strong”. He has also iw?n 
hpped as a possible member of 
the European Commission, but 
becoming Europe’s first “high 
representative" is seen as an 
alternative. Friends said he 
would be teen on either job, as 
he is reluctant to return to 
Westminster politics. 


Potentially the ‘’Mr Europe” 
post is much more powerful 
than that of a commissioner, 
since the holder would aim to 
ensure a swift, co-ordinated 
EU response to crises in trou- 
blespots such as Bosnia and 
Kosovo. The creation of the 
post is designed to answer 
Henry Kissinger’s famous 
question; “Who do you call 
when you want to call Europe?” 
Britain can expect to have a 


big say in the appointment 
because ofitsproranent role in 
security matters, and Tony 
Blair's enthusiasm for a Euro- 
pean defence identity. There 
are few declared candidates, 
although Carlos Westemdorp, 
a former Spanish foreign min- 
ister and EU representative in 
Bosnia, has entered the race. 

Also interested is the former 
Irish foreign minister, Dick 
Spring. Although experienced 


and admired on the interna- 
tional stage, Mr Spring suffers 
the disadvantage of coming 
from a neutral country. 

Mr Blair is teen to appoint 
pro-EU Tories to key jobs as 
part of his drive to end “tribal*' 
politics - and to highlight the 
Tory split over Europe. 

Cunently leading a com- 
mission into reforms of the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary at 
Mr Blair’s request, Mr Patten 


has foreign policy experience, 
having served as minister for 
overseas development, and as 
governor of Hon^ Kong. His 
tough line against the Chinese 
divides opinion. Some EU lead- 
ers argue that his aggressive- 
ness then bodes ill for the 
consensus-building required of 
the job; others believe that only 
a tough operator can forge a 
convincing EU foreign policy 
However; Mr Patten’s pros- 


pects depend on a complicated 
patchwork of horse-trading, 
with a range of top jobs due to 
be decided in the summer 
including the president of the 
Commission and secretary- 
general of Nato. 

The creation of the “Mr 
Europe” job stems from the fail- 
ure of Europe to assert itself in 
the former Yugoslavia, and the 
reliance on a sometimes 
reluctant American leadership. 
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Cable car 
pilot not 
guilty of 
killings 


TKE PILOT of a US surveillance 
aircraft was acquitted yester- 
dzy on all charges relating to 
tte cable car disaster that killed 
2C people in an Italian ski resort 
last year in a verdict that 
revived the shock and resent- 
ment felt in Italy. 

The acquittal was greeted 
with cheers from the man's 
faaily in the courtroom and 
silence and tears from relatives 
of pe victims. The Marine jet 
1 sliced through the cables 
of foe ski lift during a low-fly- 
ing training flight, sending all 
thpse inside to their deaths at 
tie northern ski resort of Cav- 
afese on 3 February last yean 
!The pilot. Captain Richard 
A5hby, was charged with 
involuntary manslaughter and 
aseries of offences, including 
destruction of property and 
dereliction of duly, which cor ’d 
lave brought an aggreg e 
prison sentence of more than 
^0 years. 

f Yesterday, however, after a 
tvo-weeb court martial at 
£amp Lejeune in North Car- 
olina and almost eight hours of - 
^liberation, the ei#it members - 
af the military jury acquitted the 
bilot on all charges. 


By Mary dejevsky 
in Washington 

Wi thin minutes of the verdict 
being announced, John Eaves, 
a lawyer representing the fam- 
ilies of the seven German vic- 
tims, emerged from the 
courtroom to express his 
clients 1 shock and disappoint- 
ment “They don’t understand 
the verdict,” he said. “There’s 
no justice in the world.” 

Mr Eaves also contested the 
US administration’s decision 
to pay the Italian cable car 
company $20m in compensation 
rather than addressing the 
claims of the victims’ families. 

They must now sue through 
other courts to obtain com- 
pensation. 

Hie charges against Captain 
Ashby were based on allega- 
tions that he and his navigator 
deliberately flouted low-flying 
regulations to engage in a risky 
practice known as “flathatting", 
frying as fast and as near to the 
ground as possible. 

The prosecution cited the 
presence of a video-camera on 
the flight to support the theo- 
ry that the captain -whose last 
flight this was before his trans- 



Stunned relatives of one of the victims of the cable car disaster leaving the courtroom at Camp Lejeune yesterday Randy Davey/Reuters 


fer to fighter pilot training -was 
out to show bravado and test 
the limits of his ftying expertise. 

Prosecution lawyers also 
claimed that the aircraft's four- 
man crew had tampered with 
the camera, destroying an 
incriminating video and 
replacing it with a blank. 

In acquitting Captain Ashby 
the jury appeared to accept the 


arguments of his defence coun- 
sel that the accident was 
caused by an optical illusion, 
which made objects seem fur- 
ther away than they were. 

The defence also argued 
that equipment may have mal- 
functioned and that when the 
pilot realised he was flying too 
dose to the ground, he adjured 
the aircraft's height - a mea- 


sure, they said, that he would 
not have taken if he had set out 
to flout the regulations. 

In the course of the trial, it 
emerged that the Marines used 
US military maps that did not 
show cables, rather than local 
maps which did. and that there 
was confusion in the command 
about the altitude regulations 
for low flying. The local com- 


mander was removed soon 
after the accident 
The disaster caused an up- 
surge of anti-American feeling 
in Italy to tiie point where Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton offered an 
official apology. Residents of 
Cavalese and other Alpine 
regions overflown by US mili- 
tary aircraft complained that 
pilots habitually broke the rules 


on low flying and disregarded 
the safety of local people. 

Yesterday’s verdict was 
ejqjected to precipitate a resur- 
gence of the hostility towards 
tire United States being voiced 
in Italy - hostility that will only 
be compounded if, as is fore- 
cast, the court martial erf the air- 
craft’s navigator is now 
dropped as welL 


Patten: Tipped for top job 


Brunei 
strikes 
it rich 
again 

BY STEPHEN VINES 
in Hong Kong 


THE GOVERNMENT of the oil- 
rich state of Brunei has been 
secretly engaged in a three- 
month salvage operation that 
has yielded a treasure trow of 
Chinese porceiain, jade and 
gold from a shipwreck. 

The Singapore Straits Times 
quoted Gunawardena Naim, 
chief engineer of the barge 
Marine Lodge, which was the 
operation's nerve-centre, us 
saying 60 to 70 people were in- 
volved. A Brunei naval vessel 
kept away intruders. 

The ceramics are believed to 
be from the Ming dynasty U368 
to 1644). Jade was also found. 
Mr Nalin said some consisted 
of uncut stones the size of a 
man's fist As the operation 
was coming to an end. gold in- 
gots also came to light but the 
divers were told to leave them 
for another team to recover. 

The value of the haul is not 
known, because experts from 
Brunei and French museums, 
who were involved in the oper- 
ation, have refused to com- 
ment But it appears to be an 
important find. A Singaporean 
ceramics expert believes the 
ship was on an export mission 
from China. 

The operation, which took 
place in the middle of last year 
but has only just come to light, 
was undertaken just as Brunei 
started to feel the chill of the 
Asian financial crisis and was 
being forced into unaccus- 
tomed economies. 


Kurd protesters were shot 
in back by Israeli guards 


THE INVESTIGATION into the 
lain] shooting of four Kurdish 
oro testers in front of the Israeli 
seneral consulate in Berlin last 
jnonth was plunged into con- 
troversy yesterday amid Ger- 
man hints that the Israelis lied 
ibout the event 
; According to German wit- 
fosses, the Israeli guards fired 
a demonstrators as they were 
i)eing the building. IWo of the 
ftpr victims were shot from be- 
mid, say the German police- 
men who had been on guard, 
i Israel had always main- 
tained that its guards had fired 
inself-defence, fearing that the 
wilding was about to be 
s tinned by demonstrators en- 
raged by tiie capture of Abdul- 
la! Ocalan, the leader of the 
Kurdistan Workers' Party. 


BY IMRE KARACS 

in Berlin 

Kurdish newspapers had re- 
ported that Israel's secret ser- 
vice, Mossad, had played a role 
in the affair 

Kurdish protesters occupied 
several diplomatic missions 
throughout Europe, smashing 
furniture and holding some 
diplomats hostage. Israel has 
said its guards opened fire in 
Berlin because the consulate 
was about to be overrun. 

But yesterday, spe aking 
before a committee of Berlin's 
regional parliament, Hansjur- 
gen Karge, the state prosecutor 
leading the investigation, said 
the Israeli account did not tally 
with statements of German 
policemen. Due to the “contra- 



Abdubah Ocalan: His 
arrest triggered protests 

dictions”, he could not confirm 
the Israeli view that the Kurds 
were shot in self-defence. 

Mr Karge said German po- 
lice had reported that the two 
Israeli guards had opened fire 


on the crowd outside the build- 
ing, and not within the con- 
sulate, as the Israelis said. 
While Israel claims its guards 
shot in the air. or aimed at pro- 
testers’ legs, Mr Karge con- 
firmed that two of the victims 
were hit in the head by bullets. 

Mr Karge did not dispute the 
claim that self-defence must 
have played some role, in view 
of the violent nature of the 
protest “But prosecutors can- 
not definitively say whether 
this was true for the whole se- ! 
quence of events,” he added 

Although the Greens in 
Berlin have called for a com- 
mission of inquiry, there is lit- , 
lie chance of a foil investigation, 
as the guards enjoyed diplo- 
matic immunity and both have 
returned to Israel 
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Nigeria frees 47 political prisoners 

NGERJA’S OUTGOING miHtaiy government freed at least 

4j political prisoners on death row for allegedly 3 

cfop against former dictator General Sam Abacha. The 
nfve was an attempt to calm unrest by militants who want 
a (separate state for the Yoruba of south-west Nigeria. 

Cannibal sentenced to death 

AMAN in the former Soviet republic of .. 

Sentenced to death for murdering two ^cfamsbefore eating 
tieir flesh. Pawl Gorobets had admitted murdenng fos 
Unant. Viktor Grekhowdw, and his ^rlfriend^lentina 
iLshina, and turning them into “meat cutlets . 

Hass suicide attempt in jail 

TWENTY-SIX jail inmates stabbed themselves in the 
somach in an attempted mass suicide to protest at 
bison conditions in Kazakhstan. The attempted suicides, 
aUith handmade knives, took place in Atyrau^900 miles 
5J3 the capital, Astana, the Intenor Ministry said. 

Snake assault conviction upheld 

T . . . - o f uoe lmhotri the assault 


Nursery expels 
Arab infant 


auction of Michael Roulliec who uaea 
t Xchian attempt to ward off two police offieersaymgto 
hta in 1936 1b stop one officer usmg pepper spray, 

Xidde by hn-mng the snake on inmselt 

Australian settler’s relic found 

Tiegrai^lone of a mothera^^W^offied^aw 


THIS WILL not look good on his 
curriculum vitae. At a later 
age Wassim Hurl, an Israeli- 
Arab from Beersheba in south- 
ern Israel, win have to admit he 
was expelled from schooL - 

It happened earlier this 
week when Alona Ben Sheetrit, 
one of Was sim’s teachers, told 
his parents that he must leave 
the schooL 

His career prospects are 
unlikely to be damaged. For a 
start Wassim is not yet two 
years old. 

- The reason Ms Baa Sheetrit, 
who is also the pre-school di- 
rector of the school, asked him 
to leave was that two Jewish 
parents complained that they 
did not want their children to 
play with an Arab. 

YaakovTtemej; the mayor of 
■Beersheba, immediately ap- 
pealed to tiie nursery school 
teacher to reinstate the infant 
His father PhDip Huri, an en- 
gineer said he wouldnot let his 
son go back to a kindergarten 


By Patrick cockburn 
in Jerusalem 

that has caused his family such 
pain and shame. 

Ms Ben Sheetrit now has 
second thoughts. She now says 
she made a mistake. She told 
Israel’s Channel Two televi- 
sion: “I was underpressure. I 
told parents I could no longer 
receive their son in pre-schooL” 

Since the case was publi- 
cised by the Israeli media the 
Huri family has been deluged 
with offers of a place in other 
kindergartens in Beersheba 
willing to take their son. 

“Many teachers have called 
us,” said Mr Huri. “Everything 
has worked out fine. My wife is 
choosing a new pre-school 
today.” 

The Israeli Education Min- 
istry said it was wrong to have 
expelled the infant but added it 
could take no action because 
the kindergarten was privately 
owned. 
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Serbs are 


trapped 


in Kosovo 


stand-off 


MORE THAN 300 Yugoslav 
police backed by armoured 
vehicles were camped out yes- 
terday on the edge of territory 
held bry Kosovo rebels, awaiting 
the release of a Serb soldier 
held by the Kosovo liberation 
Army ( KLA). 

The tense stand-off Mowed 
a shootout in which two Serbian 
brothers were hilled The sol- 
dier, the 21-year-old son of one 
of the brothers shot by the 
KLA, and about 11 other Sate 
were reported to be trapped in 
the small Serb enclave of Mi- 
jalic, held by the KLA. 

Hundreds of Albanian vil- 
lagers living in the area began 
to leave their homes seeking 
shelter elsewhere as the after- 
noon wore on. They feared mil- 
itary action by police and 
hundreds ofYugoslav soldiers, 
backed by tanks, deployed on 
the hills nearby. 

The civilians, mostly women 
and children carrying plastic 
bags, walked purposefully 
across fields and railway tracks 
seeking refuge with friends 
and relatives. They said that 
mane than 1,000 people were 
leaving the area. 

“We are afraid there will be 
an attack here, 17 said Zymer, 
who was driving out a tractor- 
trailer loaded with women and 
children. "Wte have had no prob- 
lems with the police in the past 
but the children are scared." 
His home village, Durvan is 
shared by Serbs and Albanians. 
“We speak to each other - it’s 
not too friendly but there were 
no problems,' 1 he said. 

According to international 
monitors from the O rganisation 
for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, Radxvqje Mitrovic and 
his brother Ljubisa were shot 
dead when they tried to run a 
KLA check-point in the village 
ofMijalic. 

In Moscow, meanwhile, the 
Foreign Secretary, Robin Cook, 

failed to gain a commitment 

from Russia to contribute 


ByBmmaDaut 

inMSjalic 


troops to a future Nato-led 
peacekeeping operation in 
Kosovo. 

Russia and Britain had 
agreed jointly to make sure 
that the Serbs and Kosovo Al- 
banians turned up at the next 
round of the peace talks on 15 
March and to ensure they did 
not breach the ceasefire in the 
meantime 

However; Russia’s foreign 
minister, Igor Ivanov, was stick- 
ing to Moscow's formula that, 
since Jugoslavia was a sover- 
eign state Russian troops could 
only go into Kosovo at Bel- 
grade’s invitation. 

“Speaking for myself," said 
Mr Cook, “I would warmly 
welcome a Russian presence in 
any international force neces- 
sary to implement a peace 
agreement in Kosovo. It is fra: 
Russia to decide whether it 
wants to take part 

“But Russia was a valued 
partner in Bosnia and would be 
avafoed partner in Kosovo,” he 
said 

The Ebreign Secretary re- 
peated that Britain was willing 
to commit 8,000 troops. 

Mr Cook said Russian troops 
bad worked alongside the Nato 
command structure in Bosnia 
and there had been no problem. 

A similar arrangement could 
be worked out for Kosovo. 

■ In a move certain to exac- 
erbate tensions with Serbia, 
Montenegro announced it is 
unilaterally abolishing entry 
visa requirements. 

The decision allows visa- 
free travel into Montenegro, 
which along with Serbia forms 
the Yugoslav federation. 

Serbia insists on visas from 
foreigners and has already re- 
jected numerous appeals to 
relax the requirements, in spite 
of the damage it has inflicted on 
Montenegro’s once-prosperous 
tourism sector 
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mal sermon cost 
Shia cleric his life 
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fr Patrick cockburn 

WEEK before gunmen tiled 
tatollah Mohammed SaJeq 
sSadr, the most popular 
ltder of the Iraqi Shia Hus- 
bs, and his two sons, hf had 
caflenged the governmeit by 
dnandicg the release ofinore 
tin a hundred dergy. 

A tape of the last sernon of 
Atollah Sadr smugglei out of 
It} and obtained by fhe In- 
doendent shows whj Presi- 
cbt Saddam Hussen may 
hre had him killed' As the 
atollahspeaksinanosquein 
ti holy city of Eufa^orship- 
prs can be heard roaring 
aproval as he tds them: 
“’e demand the retase of all 
psoners [from tie clergy] 
mediately." j 
Ayatollah Sadrjwhom the 
&emment in B^hdad long 
ted to co-opt ffd raised a 
leg-standing grievance of the 
Iqi Shias. At tbebnd nf the up- 
ring in southen Iraq that 
Sowed the Gul War in 1991, 
B of their clergy were ar- 
rsted and baveaot been seen 
ace. Many Shi is believe they 
» alive, but lept in under- 
pund cells. * 

The demandto free the der- 
f was open defiance. More 
tao 65 per cen of Iraqis belong 
e Shia branch of Islam, 
>e the government is dom- 
d by S unils, though they 
up on!/ one-fifth of the 
iation. A charismatic and 
Shialeadersuchas Ay- 
ah Sadr was seen by the 
mment as a threat 
his final sermon the aya- 
speaking in the court- 
before the golden dome of 
great mosque in Kufa, must 
e realised the dangers he 
courting. Having demand- 
the release of the dergy he 
on to make a threat “1 
. ir arrest remains until nex 
Jiday, all the Friday praye 
ders in Iraq must tell tb 
le about them and demari 
!eir release." The Fridy 



The murdered Ayatollah Sadr and President Saddam 


prayer leaders are influential 
because they lead the whole 
community from a particular 
area in worship. 

Something of the fervour 
with which Iraqi Shias regard- 
ed Ayatollah Sadr a scholar and 
author of more than is books, 
comes over in the smuggled 
recording of his last words. 

Worshippers at the Knfa 
mosque shout approval when 
he calls for the release of pris- 
oners. He asks them to chant 
with him three times: “We 
want we want we want” They 
chant it nine times and Ayatol- 
lah al-Sadr cries out “Now, 
now, now." 

The answer to Ayatollah 
Sadr's demand was not slow in 
coming. His sermon was de- 
livered on 12 February. His 
threat was that religious lead- 
ers would start demanding 
information about the disap- 
peared clerics on 19 February. 
On that, day be left his office out- 
side Najaf, a dty near Kufa, to 
drive home with his sons, 
Mustapba and MuammaL As 
the car entered a roundabout 
on the main road it was hit by 
machine-gun fire and within 
seconds the men were all dead 
or dying. 

The extent of Ayatollah 
Sadr’s influence was shown by 


the reaction to his death 
among Iraqis. In Saddam City, 
the great working-class Shia 
district of Baghdad, there was 
a spontaneous demonstration 
outside a mosque, which secu- 
rity forces dispersed by firing 
at the protesters. 

Najaf was sealed off by Re- 
publican Guard troops. When 
people gathered at a small Shia 
shrine near the Euphrates 
town of Nassariyah, they were 
bombarded with artillery and 
five were killed 

Did Ayatollah Sadr know he 
was going to die? The govern- 
ment had promoted him in 
1992 because he was an Arab 
and many of the senior Shia 
clergy in Iraq are of Iranian ex- 
traction. They hoped he would 
be malleab le. He trained cler- 
gy and appointed prayer lead- 
ers in 100 towns and cities. The 
heads of tribes name to Him to 
have their leadership en- 
dorsed. He asked them to fol- 
low Islamic law. He appointed 
judges and asked the faithful to 
go to them and not to dvfl 
courts. 

But from early last year he 
became increasingly indepen- 
dent He restarted Friday 
prayers as the prayers of the 
entire community. The gov- 
ernment was more flexible 
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xecutes 
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by Mary Dejevsky 
I n Washington 


Albright fears 
war in Timor 


THE SECOND of two Grman- 
pom American broth rs was 
executed by gassing rotrizona 
}ate on Wednesday ivening 
after last-minute lepl wran- 
gling delayed his cath for 
more than six hours 

Wdterl^Graixi, 3, was con- 
victed of stabbing,* death a 
hank guard in 1982 firing an at- 
tempted robbery. IS younger 
brother; Kart was secuted for 
Ihe same crime lat week. 

Walter LaGrari had exer- 
cised his legal rigl in Arizona 
p choose death by gassing, 
itber than lethr injection, in 
te hope that routs would rule 
le method “end and unusu- 
punishment"^nd so illegaL 
A federal jud,e upheld that 
ew less than n hour before 
; iGrand's scbduled time of 
( ecution, but gbsequent legal 
a peals permited the execu- 
ted to go ahexL 
The case hd caused diplo- 
ratie frictior with Germany, 
utich objectid that it had not 
bfnnotifiedof the two men’s 
pfch, althoigh they both had 
Girnan citienship. 


THE UNITED States has 
warned that the future of East 
Timor is being jeopardised by 
the flow of guns into the terri- 
tory, which is fuelling fighting 
between supporters and oppo- 
nents of independence. 

. Yesterday Madeleine Al- 
bright, US Secretary of State, 
said the world supported In- 
donesia’s efforts to bring peace 
tb the territory, which it occu- 
pied in 1975. But she warned: 
‘Where are grave concerns 
about the fighting and the avail- 
ability of arms, as well as the so- 
cial and economic impact of 
rkpid transition [to indepen- 
d noe]." Tension has increased 
ii East Timor since Indonesia 
a nounced that if it rejected au- 
tc lomy, it could go free. Many 
Ekst Timorese say the In- 
dc lesian army is giving out 
gi is to militias that back con- 
tii red rule by Jakarta. 

I raised the issue [of arms] 
be ause we are concerned 
abiut the reports we have 
he rd,” Ms Albright said after 
me ‘ting Indonesia’s Foreign 
Mi isten Ali Alatas. He said 
ioi e people were being 
tra ted as militiamen to back up 
the anoy, but insisted guns 


By Diarmid O’Sullivan 
in Jakarta 

and Richard Lloyd parry 
in Ambon 


BARC 


used in kfllings over the past 
two months “definitely (fid not 
come from our forces*’. 

Last month a Timorese mili- 
tia leader; Cansio Carvalho, 
told the BBC that Indonesian of- 
ficials had supplied his men 
with SKS carbines, Russian- 
made weapons used by the In- 
donesian police. 

Ms Albright is to meet East 
Timor's independence leaden 
Xanana Gusmao, who is under 
house arrest in Jakarta. He has 
said he will ask her to end US 
military support for Indonesia 
until its army is “committed to 
stop the problems in East 
Timor". 

Ms Albright will also tell In- 
donesia the US supports its 
progress on preparing for free 
elections in June. But not 
everyone agrees. Hours before 
her aircraft landed, troops 
broke up a protest in Jakarta by 
students who want President 
B J Habibie to step down. 

Leading article. 
Review, page 3 
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than in the past because it 
wanted to unite all Iraqis 
against the US and sanctions. 

It must have been shocked 
by Ayatollah Sadr's surging 
popularity. Videos of him ad- 
dressing the faithful before the 
great mosque in Kufa show 
congregations of tens of thou- 
sands in the courtyard. 

He tried to revive the 50-mile 
walk between the holy cities of 
Najaf and Keihala, which house 
the tomb shrines of the Shia 
martyrs slain in the 7th centu- 
ry and banned by President 
Saddam for 20 years. 

A month ago Ayatollah Sadr 
was reportedly visited by 
Mohammed Hamaa aJ-Zubeidi, 
the Iraqi super-governor of 
the mid- Euphrates region. He 
was warned to cease his 
criticism. 

When he gave a sermon 
soon afterwards he wore a 
shroud. He made a thinly veiled 
accusation against the gov- 
ernment that it was denying 
Muslims the right to worship 
and perform their rituals. He 
criticised the decision to ban the 
Najaf-Kerbala march. 

He told a story of how in the 
9th century a caliph had or- 
dered that the hand of anyone 
who came to pray at the Shia 
shrine at Kerbala should be 
hacked off. He said a man who 
lost both hands still returned to 
pray. The Shia faithful under- 
stood he was comparing the 
caliph to President Saddam. 
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Believers at Kerbala, which houses tombs of Shia martyrs Wim Van CappelleJKatz 


Britain 
extends 
targets 
in Iraq 

By rosemary Bennett 


BRITAIN SAID yesterday it had 
expanded the list of targets its 
pilots could attack when they 
were challenged by air de- 
fences during patrols over Iraq. 

George Robertson, the Sec- 
retary of State for Defence, 
told Parliament that air strikes 
during joint patrols in no-fly 
zones over Iraq were still a 
“purely defensive" response to 
attacks on British and United 
States pilots. 

“We cannot simply ignore 
these attacks. We have there- 
fore tailored the rules of en- 
gagement to reflect the 
escalation of the Iraqis in their 
systematic attacks on and 
threats to our aircraft" he said. 

His announcement brought 
Britain into line with the US, 
which said on Tuesday that it 
had once again enlarged the list 
of targets its pilots were au- 
thorised to strike. 

Government sources said 
pilots had extended their at- 
tacks to command and control 
bases in the region rather than 
just missile launch sites. One 
source said there was nu mili- 
tary strategy in the pilots* ac- 
tions. “If Saddam (Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein] 
attacks, then we respond." he 
said. 

Mr Robertson said that a 
change in the rules did not sig- 
nal a change of policy on the no- 
fly zones. (Reuters) 
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Berlin’s salon society prepares a refined welcome 


EVERY ONCE in a while, a lux- 
ury hotel, shop or opulent 
restaurant opens in this dis- 
tinctly proletarian metropolis, 
claiming direct descent from 
some famous institution of the 
golden age between the wars. 

At great cost, the building 
would have been assembled, 
after a painstaking search for 
the authentic bricks of the 
original and exact replicas of 
chandeliers and marble cher- 
ubs. The locals turn up in their 
thousands to gape, and the 
owners wait for the real cus- 
tomers. Many are still waiting. 
Berlin is vibranL cosmopolitan, 
in parts loaded and full of 
scorn for the provinces. But 
wliat it lacks is people with a 
sense of style. 

Post-war construction in 
both halves of the city has 
been hideous: featureless con- 
crete housing estates facing off 
across the line of the Wall 
There was no great demand for 
anything else - not many con- 
noisseurs of any kind were 
left. The Nazis took care of the 
Roaring Twenties seL The 
hcuie bourgeoisie had been 
largely Jewish. The decadent 
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aristocracy were driven out 
and the Communist lords of the 
East mopped up the re mnants , 
or drove them into the West 
Only the occupying powers 
kept the old order's dag dying. 
*-The British led very elegant 
households." remembered 
Countess Isa von Hardenberg, 
who arrived in Berlin from 
Hamburg 14 years ago. And 
then the occupiers left, too. 

Countess von Hardenberg, 
whose husband hails from a 
great Berlin family, felt lonely. 
She set about recreating the 
society of old, or at least the 
appearance of one for clients. 
“At first it was difficult to meet 
their expectations,” she said. 

An international company 
would ask her to organise a 
reception, but all she could find 
was potato salad and sour 
plonk. But when the Prince of 
Whies came to visit in 1991 , she 
got the contract to organise the 
royal dinner party. And slowly, 
the society she craves is be- 



Countess von Hardenberg 


ginning to emerge In the past 
three years, Berlin has wit- 
nessed an influx of blue blood 
- there is once again a Ho- 
henzollem in residence and the 
nearby Brandenburg forests 
echo with the sound of the 
bugle, as hunts give chase. 

Berlin is becoming a city of 
salons, with the drawing room 
of the countess's villa in the 


posh district of Nickolassee 
serving as the central meeting 
point She holds open bouse 
every month, to welcome 
promising new residents. 

As Berlin's foremost society 
hostess, she has now diversi- 
fied her business interests, 
jfora (discreetly undisclosed) 
fee the countess will get you 
connected. A fimousme service 
will take a customer around 
Berlin to find the most desir- 
able addresses. Ebr despite 
the pretensions, this is a droit 
for which one can. buy an 
entrance ticket There are no 
balls, no debutants, only "in- 
teresting people" and the com- 
mon denominator of cultural 
snobbery. "This is a totally 
new society, " the countess 
says. “The old society is dead" 

Elegance is still m shat sup- 
ply; hut help is at band with the 
imminent move of the federal 
capital from Bonn to Berlin. 

“I think the diplomats will 
provide a new impulse to social 
life,” the countess says. On 
whether the politicians might 
raise the tone, she would 
rather not comment 

Imre Kabacs 
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INDIAN ARCHAEOLOGISTS 
have discovered a series of 
TTiMRs graves on the Burmese 
border that may contain the re- 
mains of scores of British and 
American serviceme n . 

Experts say the graves of the 
servicemen, killed in the Sec- 
ond WhridWai; demonstrate for 
the first time the extent to 
which the Allies co-operated 
with the Chinese to repulse 
Japan’s advance into southern 
Asia. The graves also reveal the 
heavy casualties they suffered. 

The graves under investi- 
gation are grouped around the 
start of the “Stilwell Road". 
This 300-mile highway was 
hacked through the mountai n s 
and jungles of north-east India 
and Burma on the orders of the 
American General Jospeh 
"Vinegar Joe” Stilwell to get 
supplies to the troqps of Chiang 
Kai-shek, the nationalist Chi- 
nese warlord fighting the 
Japanese from bases in south- 
ern China. 

With Indian labourers and - 
as the graves have revealed - 
thousands of Chinese troops, 
British and American engi- 1 
neers completed the road in 
late 1944. 

Hundreds of workers died ? 
from enemy action, malaria; 
and malnutrition. Their bodies } 
were often buried in hasty, un- 
marked graves. The Chinese 
soldiers who formed screens 
around the construction work- 
ers, fending off increasingly 
frantic Japanese attacks, wen; 
buried where they fed Even 
keeping the road open was dh 1 
ficult, and led to its being nk* 
named the "five men a m3* 
trail” : 

Tage Tada, deputy directc 
of the government researci 
department of the state <£ 
Arunachal Pradesh, startet 
exploring the area last yean Hi 
team has found and excavate 
11 graves in recent weeks. On 
is believed to be that of a Chi 
nese commander, the other. 


Mason burke t: 

in itamahad ^ 

are tf Chinese soldiers and Ife.* 
diaalabourers. The remain^ 
are Veing identified by cap 
badas and belt buckles, which 
haveWvived burial in the rich’ 
jungHearth. .... _ | 

Mmida believes that it is ' 
ofey shatter of time before his 
team tads the remains of 
Britisijpd American troops, 
indudi some firom the “Chin- 
dit" fori. Their leader; Major 
GeneralOrde Wingate, led 
them onguerrilla-style cam- 
paigns. ns likely that British 
troops odrating with Wingate 
behind efcmy lines brought 
their deadh the area where the 
road was king buflt Possibly 
they wantd them to be buried 
on soil thA was part of the 
British Eibire rather than 
leaving thei in the jungle, Mr 
Tada said. \ 

After theW the road fell 
I into disuse. \ 

Mr Tada sid that although 
' the Indian gvemment had 
I provided sora fends for the i 
: team more m&ey was deper- 
ately needed. This is an im- « 
portant bit ofbstory and it ' 
would be niceif people re- ... 
membered it poorly. I am ’ 
hoping that the Gmmonwealth 0 
War Graves Commission will 
get involved or mybe the Chi- : 
nese,” he said T 

At present themly memo- 
rial is a small sia four miles : 
west of the smafejalmiiHng - 
town of Ledo,wfoq commem- 
orates the start ofrihe Rokd. 1 
to Mandafay". The bad is m w^- 
impassable. \ 

The Ministiy of Defence s d i .- 
last ni^it it would lob into lie' 
possibility that theeravesfef 
British servicemen might ier 
among those found bwlr Tan. 

However; organisatons ro- 
resenting British veterans Wo 
fought in Burma said thy 
believed they had accounted «■ . 
all the casualties. ■ ' 


fey memo- 
four miles: 
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Change brings car sales slump 

SAl.ES of new cars fell by half last month compared with a 
year ago. according to figures published yesterday that 
highlighted the impact of the new bi-annual registration 
system. New car registrations last month totalled 84,040, a 
52 per cent fall on the 177.133 sold in February 1998, said 
the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders tSMMT). 
Year-to-date registrations are 265,882. down 35 per cent. 

The industry said the figures were no cause for panic as 
they reflected the launch of the new system of registration. 
British-built cars took 27.3 per cent of the market in 
February, down from a 32.4 per cent at the same time last 
year. Ford remained the biggest seller. 

Reveal Servisair bids, says Amey 

amey, the business 
services group mounting an 
£80m hostile bid for 
\ Servisair, yesterday called 
^ on the airline services 

company’s management to 
come clean about the 
identity of alternative 
bidders. Brian Staples, 
Amey chief executive 
(pictured), said: H We think 
this board needs to get on 
with things and stop 
wasting shareholders’ 
money on their defence. Plenty of time has gone by 
since our ofTer [on 22 January]." Speculation about a 
rival to Amcy's 200p-a-share cash bid has centred on 
Compass Partners. Servisair closed unchanged at 21£p. 
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Profits fall at NZ media group 

wtlson & HORTON, the New Zealand media group owned 
by independent Newspapers, owners of The Independent, 
yesterday announced a 7.6 per cent drop in operating 
profits to NZ$85m on flat sales of NZ$438ra. Cameron 
O'Reilly, Wilson & Horton chairman, said the results were 
encouraging given the depressed New Zealand advertising 
market in the second half of last year, adding that there 
were signs that lower interest rates had restored 
confidence to the New Zealand economy. 
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Royal & Sun to hand back another £750m 


SHARES IN Royal & Sun- 
Alliance jumped nearly 7 per 
cent yesterday after the insur- 
ance giant announced plans to 
return £7S0m - around 10 per 
cent of its capital - to share- 
holders through a special divi- 
dend of 48p a share. 

The group also reported 19M 
profits at the top end of City ex- 
pectations, although 40 per 
cent down on the previous yean 

The payment, which will be 
accompanied by a 10-for-ii 


By Andrew Garfield 
F inancial Editor 

share consolidation, comes on 
top of the £H!5ba given back to 
shareholders last year. 

Sir Patrick fyiiam the chair- 
man, smd, however that the re- 
payment was on condition that 
shareholders would be willing 
to stump up if the group need- 
ed the money to foind a deal. . 

“As we generate further sur- 
pluses we will return them to 


shareholders. But we will not 
«shrmir from askin g sharehold- 
ers for capital for well defined 
uses," he said. 

Bob Mendelsohn, Royal’s 
chief executive, said that the 
process of merging the Royal 
and Sun Alliance businesses 
was now complete and the 
group was on the lookout for 
takeover and merger deals 
both at home and abroad. 

“Consolidation is a tad ofHfe 
and will be for some time to 


come. I tiiink we have some 
very good consolidation skills. 
It would be a shame to let 
these go to waste,” he said. “We 
see tots of crass^onder oppor- 
tunities.” 

Mr Mendelsohn was un- 
apologetic about wading into 
the bidding war for Guardian 
Royal Exchange last month. 

The group came under fire 
from shareholders who object- 
ed to the group using its own 
undervalued paper to fund a 


bid. GRE eventually fell to the 

rival Sun Life and Provincial, 
the French group AXA's UK 
arm, for £3.4bn last month. 

Mr Mendelsohn said it 
would have been a good oppor- 
tunity at the right price. “Our 

own analysis is that although we 

have some extra capital in the 
group we didn't have enough to 
do an all-cash tod.*' 

Group profits for 1998 were 

down 40 percent to £6G2m. The 

figure includes, for the first 


time, £l95m of investment 

gains, in line with changes in ac- 
counting practice right across 
the the industry. Royal & Sun- 
AH i « nre acknowledged that last 
year had been a disappointing 
yeai; although Mr Mendelsohn 
insisted that the group was not 
alone in beinghit by a catalogue 
of disasters compounded by 
weak prices across the board. 

He said that there were real 
signs that rates were starting 
to firm after years of decline. 


Rolls to shed 2,000 jobs 
and trim supplier base 


ROLLS-ROYCE, the aero-engine 
makes; is 'to shed a further 2,000 
jobs this year and streamline its 
supply base as part of an effi- 
ciency programme expected to 
boost profits by £70m. 

The job cuts follow 2X00 re- 
dundancies last year mid will 
take the workforce down to 
about 3&300. The number of 
suppliers is likely to decline 
Grom 500 to around 300. 

News of renewed cost drive 
came as Rolls disclosed that it 
had contacted competition au- 
thorities in Brussels and Wash- 
ington over a joint venture 
between its two US rivals to 
develop anew Kigine for the pro- 
posed Airbus super-jumbo. 

Sir Ralph Robins, chairman, 
said Rolls had “put down a 
matter" with the Federal Hade 
Commission and the European 
Commission, expressing con- 
cern that the alliance between 
General Electric and Pratt & 
Whitney was not widened to 
other engine programmes. “We 
want to make sure they are not 
allowed to employ uncompetitive 
practices when they are bidding 
against us," he added. 

GE and P&W are jointly de- 
velopingan engine fbrtheASXX, 
the proposed Airbus 500-seat 
double-deck jet It will compete 
with the TTent 900 engine Rolls 
has offered to develop. 

Sir Ralph said Rolls took it as 
a compliment that its US rivals 
should need to combine forces 
to compete with Rolls. But Rolls 
itself will also require a signifi- 
cant number of risk and revenue- 
sharing partners to fond the 
development of the engine. 

A quarter of the current Trent 
programme is funded by over- 
seas partners. Last year the 
Trent tightened its stranglehold 


BY Michael Harrison 
Business Editor 

in the “big twin" martet, winning 
two-thirds of all engine antes for 
the Boeing 777 and Airbus A330. 
Overall, RoQs has 40 per cent of 
engine orders on the two aircraft 

The Ttenfs success helped 
Rolls increase its order book by 
30 per cent to £l(L4bn last year 
and boosted pre-tax profits by 18 
per cent to a record £325m. 

Sir Ralph said that although 
order intake this year would 
not be as high as 199a when the 
order book grew by £8bn, it 
would still grow strongly despite 
the Asian downturn. Sales of civil 
and military en gines, including 
Ihose supplied by its US business 
Allison and the Rolls/BMW joint 
venture, will reach about L20G 
this year against 1,065 lapft 

The group-wide effirien 
programme, known as^Better ; 
Performance Fasten contributed 
£30m to the bottom linelastjfeBE 
A total of 5,000 engineers have 
been put through courses. 

Profits from toe civil and mil- 
itary aerospace business rose 
from £253m to £370m, while 
Rolls’s industrial turbine division 
grew profits by £4m to £35m. 

Spares accounted for one- 
third of aerospace sales but are 
thought to contribute about two- 
thirds of profits. Sir Ralph said 
margins had held up wdl 

Sir Ralph played down re- 
marks he reportedly made last 
year warning that Rolls might 
switch production abroad if the 
Government burdened industry 
with further social costs, saying 
be did not see this as a problem. 
Indeed, most manufacturing 
work in the BMW venture is car- 
ried out in the UK because it is 
more competitive, he said. 



Rolls-Royce chairman Sir Ralph Robins (left) and chief executive John Rose said 
the aero-engine group’s order book would grow strongly (his year Nicola Kurtz 


Wall Street applauds $16bn 
deal between Dell and IBM 


DRAWING APPLAUSE from Wall 
Street. International Business 
Machines OEM) revealed yes- 
terday that it had readied an 
agreement with Dell Computer 
to supply it with equipment and 
components. The (foal should be 
worth $l6bn (£lObn) over seven 
years, making it the laigest-ever 
struck in the information tech- 
nology sector. 

The agreement means ini- 
tially that Dell will buy parts 
from IBM such as disk drives, 
memory chips and flat displays. 
Both companies stressed that in 
the longer term Texas-based 
Dell would have access to IBM's 
huge research division, with an 
annual budget of around S5bn. 

IBM Is guaranteed a steady 
and voracious new customer 
and a significant revenue boost 
Dell has emerged in recent 
years as the fastest-growing 


By David Usborne 
in New York 

maker of PCs in the world and 
the second-largest after Com- 
paq. IBM shares rocketed in 
morning trading in New York 
yesterday, rising $9% to $176 by 
midday. Shares in Dell had 
gained $3 to $83^. 

“They both benefit Dell gets 
research and development ex- 
pertise and IBM gets Dell as a 
huge customer’' said Dan Ries, 
an analyst at Kaufman Brothers. 
“Dell is light in research and 
IBM is technology heavy" 

Dell, America's biggest direct 
seller of PCs, has eqjoyed three 
years of meteoric growth and 
share performance. Last 
month, however the company 
reported that fourth-quarter 
earnings came in short of Wall 
Street expectations. Its quar- 


terly sales rose by 38 per cent, 
below the 50 percent achieved 
in the past two years. Dell has 
suffered as competitors, in- 
cluding Compaq, have joined in 
(Erect selling. Its corporate busi- 
ness division, selling network 
servers and memory banks, 
has alro been wounded fay rivals. 
The company wiDstifl be free to 
boy parts from suppliers other 
than IBM. 

Based outside New York, 
IBM has struggled for years to 
boost flagging PC sales and 
preserve profits as hardware 

prices have fallen. Chief execu- 
tive Louis Geretner has told an- 
alysis the company would single 
out components, computer ser- 
vices and software as areas 
that could help boost revenues. 

Some analysts had expected 
Dell to enter into a computer 
services agreement with IBM. 


Euro at new lows 
as rates are held 


THE EURO slumped to a new 
low against the dollar following 
the European Central Bank’s 
decision to leave its key inter- 
est rate unchanged at 3 per 
cent 

Shortly after the decision 
was announced the euro fell 
below $1.08, a new low. It also 
dosed at a new low of 67.35p, 
and analysts warned that wor- 
ries over economic prospects 
would continue to drive the 
European currency lower. 

ECB president, Wim Duisen- 
berg, said last night that recent 
falls in the currency in part 
reflected the buoyancy of the 
US economy. He said; “I think 
it is predominantly the strong 
dollar not so much the weak 
euro. Interest-rate differentials 
may also p qilsin the fall " 

Mr Dirisenberg said further 
euro weakness could cause 


By lea Paterson 


concern and the ECB would 
continue to monitor develop- 
ments. However; he dismissed 
speculation about ECB inter- 
vention in tbe currency maifcets 
as “just rumours". 

Economists said that the 
weakness of the European cur- 
rency was a blessing for ex- 
porters in the euro zona The 
German government said that 
a drop in export demand was a 
key factor behind the coun- 
try’s disappointing fourth-quar- 
ter growth erf minus 0.4 per cent 

A European Commission 
survey revealed further falls in 

business confidence on the 

Continent in February. 

Data published by the EU 
statistics office showed unem- 
ployment in the euro zone down 
to 10.6 per cent, a six-year low. 


Mirror 
to sell 
Scottish 
Media 
stake 

by Peter Thal Larsen 


MIRROR GROUP, the newspa- 
per publisher; yesterday put 
Scottish Media Group into play 

when ft unveiled plans to offload 
its 18J5 per cent state in the 
newspaper and television group. 

John Allwood, Mirror’s chief 
executive, said the sharehold- 
ing was no longer a core part 

of the group. “It needs to be dis- 
posed of,” he said. “The timing 
depends on whether anyone 
makes us a good enough bid.” 

Yesterday Regional Inde- 
pendent Media, the newspaper 
publisher whose 200pashare bid 
for Mirror Group was rejected, 
said it was considering a cash 
offer for Mirror Group. It fol- 
lowed iteitv^ Trinity by asking 
the Department of Trade and In- 
dustry to refer its interest in 
Mirror to the Monopolies and 
Merges Commission. 

Mr Alhvood said Mirror bad 
held fa Iks with several inter- 
ested bidders for SMG, adding 
that the shareholding might 
be sold for more than its cur- 
rent market value of £106m. “I 
would like to think there was a 
premium to be paid for such a 
large stake,” he said. 

SMG, which owns the Scot- 
tish Television and Grampian 
TTV franchises as well as the 
Glasgow Herald, has long been 
seen as a takeover target for one 
of the larger TTV companies. 

Analysts said the obvious 
bidder would be United News & 
Media, which is keen to expand 
its television interests and could 
combine the newspaper division 
with its Express titles. Carlton 
is also Btety to be interested, but 
competition rules would prevent 
Granada from mounting a full 
takeover 

Flextedi, the supplier of tele- 
vision rhannpls , also has an 18J> 
per cent stake in SMG, which it 
may want to sell for the right 
price. Combined with the Mirror 
shareholding, the state could 
provide a perfect bid platform. 

Analysts said a successful 
takeover of SMG would have to 
be pitched at more than £12 pea: 
share. However, SMG is 
thought to be keen to hang on 
to its independence. Yesterday 
shares in SMG rose 5p to 880p. 

Mrrof-’s decision to sell is one 
of the results of the strategic re- 
view conducted by Mr Allwood 
following his appointment as 
dbief executive in January Other 

conclusions include plans to sell 
the company’s property devel- 
opment in Holbom. 

Mirror also plans to stop in- 
vesting in Live TV. Plans to re- 
launch the Sporting Life as a 
daily sports paper have been 

scrapped. 

The conclusions were an- 
nounced as Mirror reported a 9 
per cent increase in preexcep- 
tkmal pretax pr ofi t s to noomfor 
the 53 weeks to 3 January. 


Around the world’s markets 


LONDON 

■■■ — ■■■ — 

SHARES dosed higher in fight 
trading, boosted by a strong 
opening on Wall Street. This set 
the tone for the afternoon session, 
helping the FTSE 100 to dose 53.1 
points higher at 6.101.4. The FTSE 
250 continued its winning run, 27.9 
up to 5.324.8. and the small cap 
finished 6.9 higher at 2389.4. 

However dealers said trading 
was restrained as the market 
awaited the European Central 
Bank's decision on euro interest 
rates and today's release of US 
employment figures. 

Market report, page 23 


NEW YORK 


US STOCKS were sharply higher 
after Dell Computer announced 
plans to buy ?16bn of products 
from IBM. 

The Dow Jones was up 142.08 
points at 9.417J96 by early 
afternoon. The Nasdaq Composite 
was up 21.96 points at 2.2S7.1& 

DeU, the number one direct 
seller of personal computers, was 
the most actively traded stock 
after It announced its deal with 
IBM. The share prices of both 
DeU and IBM surged (see story 
above) and other IT stocks were 
also trading higher. 


f¥] 


TOKYO 


A WEAKENING yen failed to cheer 
the Nikkei index, which ended little 
changed at 0,183.45. Downward 
pressure on shares from the 
unwinding of corporate cross- 
shareholdings ahead of the fiscal 
year-end cancelled out the boost to 
exporters provided by the softer 
yen, analysts said. 

The yen hit a three-month low of 
123.18 to the dollar yesterday after 
the Bank of Japan flooded the 
financial system with Bquidhy for the 
fluid consecutive day The BoJ move 
pushed overnight rates to almost 
zero, and kmglerrn rates also felL 


FRANKFURT 


STOCKS reversed earlier losses 
following a strong opening on 
Vfell Street The electronically- 
traded Xetra DAX closed up 54.17 
at 4V72SL69. The floor DAX dosed 
down 18J5 at 4.678.72. One dealer 
said: "The market is still under 
pressure, but this news from the 
US caught a lot of people out and 
that’s why you saw the rally.” 

Confirmation that German 
economic growth turned negative 
in the fourth quarter of 1998 did 
little to lift market sentiment The 
economy contracted by 0.4 per 
cent in the three months. 




SAG PAULO 


PRICES surged and the real 
stabilised after the Brazilian 
Central Bank inked its key interest 

rate to 45 per cent The bank said 

it was scrapping two previous 
rates and would focus policy on the 
overnight rate, the Sdic. At the 
same time, it hiked the Sefic rate 
from 39 to 45 per cent, al though 
Arminio Fraga. hank president, 
hinted that the increase was only 
temporary. 

Analysts welcomed the move, 
and theBovespa share index was 
trading 155.O6 points higher at 
9,309.86 by mid-afternoon. 
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Europe slips up in the banana war 


THE BANANA wars now raging be- 
tween Europe and the US make it 

very tempting to wheel out the old 
Jngh horse and climb aboard. How 
^iare the perfidious Americans put 

the innocent Scottish woollen in- 
dustry and Britain’s makers of 
scented candles out of business in 
an apparently ridiculous and petty 
dispute over whose ban ana^ 
Europeans ought to buy? 

It just so happens that the Latin 
American banana importer the 
Clinton Administration has chosen 
to throw its weight behind, Chiquita, 

is controlled by a compare that has 

made hundreds of millions of dollars 
worth of political donations to both 
Democrats and Republicans. The 
politics of the pork barrel is threat- 
ening the livelihood of Caribbean 
and West African banana growers, 
to whom Europe hag an obligation 
dating from colonial days. 

As always, however; it is not 
quite as simple as that. The Amer- 
icans have a point, for all the 
Chiquita influence. The EU, like the 
US, has an obligation to abide strict- 
ly by the rules of the World Trade 
Organisation it was so influential in 
creating Both Europe and Ameri- 
ca must walk their talk on free trade 

if they expect others to adhere to in- 



Outlook 

ternational trading rules and dis- 
pute procedures too. The Ell's ini- 
tial response to the WTO finding that 
its banana import regime did dis- 
criminate against the Latin Amer- 
icans was slow and grudging. 

On the other hand, the US re- 
sponse to the latest WTO delay is 
equally unhelpful It plays to the 
gallery of domestic politics. Both 
sides need their heads banging to- 
gether. Without question, the pros- 
perity of the post-war years has 
been fostered by the increasing 
liberalisation of trade. The US gov- 
ernment has repeatedly demon- 
strated its commitment to free 
trade principles as the best and 
fairest engine of world growth, de- 


spite the occasional tactical setback 
for sordid political reasons. 

The Europeans, too, bang the 
same drum, though admittedly not 
quite so enthusiastically. Why 
should either side want to threat- 
en this prosperity over an issue as 

trivial as banana eating- a fruit by 

the way, which neither region pro- 
duces in any significant quantity? 

Again, there is a subtest Trade 
tensions always ratchet up when 
there are big imbalances, as there 
are now in spades. St rang US 
growth has resulted in a record 
trade deficit while the feeble EU 
economic recovery has added to 
Europe’s trade surplus. 

While American policy-makers 
have, of necessity adopted the view 
that it is now a good filing to have 
a huge current account deficit - it 
keeps inflation low, contributes to 
consumer choice and props up the 
world economy, runs the spiel - 
there is no evidence, except per- 
haps in “fiddle ole Britain”, of the 
Europeans adopting a similarly 
enlightened approach. 

fo other words, this trade dispute 
is the flip side of a coin which al- 
ready has Americans lambasting 
the Europeans for feihire to do any- 
thing worthwhile to stimulate their 


sluggish economies. As if to remind 
us of this feet, the European Cen- 
tral Bank again left interest rates 
unchanged yesterday. It is unfor- 
tunate that Britain should arbi- 
trarily be bit more than others in 
Europe by the nature of the US 
sanctions, but it is also true that 
while Ibrtress Europe remains so 
paralysed by inactivity, the Ameri- 
cans have the better of the 
argument 

Dwell times 

HEATHROW CEASED be an air- 
port a long time ago. Instead it be- 
came a giant shopping mail with a 
runway attached. Gatwickhas gone 
the same way, and a s imilar fete 
surely awaits the vast open spaces 
of Stansted, once the overspill of 
passengers and airlines from its 
sister airports lends it critical mass. 

Now BAA, which calls itself an air- 
port operator but has a retail busi- 
ness the size of Dixons, plans to do 
the same with Eurotunnel Un- 
daunted by the prospect of dutyfree 

/tyin g mit. fhia R trmmpr it has taken 

on the retail operations of the two 
Channel tunnel terminals at Folke- 
stone and Calais for the next 15 years. 


BAA has been attracted by what 
the retail wizards know as “dwell 
time". The vagaries of air traffic con- 
trol and the check-in requirements 
of airlines mean that the average 
passenger at Tormina] One has 50 
minutes to kill before a flight BAA 
would naturally prefer them to be 
eating at Harry Ramsden’s, or even 
better shopping in the Harrods 
store, than reading a newspaper So 
retailing and catering space is max- 
imised at the expense of some- 
where peaceful to sit down. 

Holidaymakers on Le Shuttle are 
about to epjery the same selling ex- 
perience. BAA has discovered that 
their dwell time can be anything up 
to 60 minutes. At Calais the scope 
for emptying passengers’ pockets 
is endless. The terminal itsdf is vast 
and even if duty-free is axed, duty- 
paid prices of beer and baccy on the 
French side of La Manche wifi re- 
main 35 per cent below high street 
prices over here. 

Folkestone is a slightly more 
tricky proposition, since it is a 
much smaller terminal But BAA 
plans to enrich the retail mix to 
begin with and then creep out- 
wards if the Kent county planners 
allow it The result will be a useful 
boost to revenues - D 00m mini - 


mum even without duty-free, reck- 
ons BAA. This may wen help to 
keep down Le Shuttle ticket prices. 

Benchmarking 

ENDLESS COLUMN indies have 
been penned over the last year on 
the tyranny of the benchmarks - not 
least on these pages. These mus- 
ings were topped off this week by 
an excellent report, “Tomorrow’s 
(Sants", which alarmingly draws at- 
tention to the way indexation of in- 
vestment is favouring a small group 
of well-capitalised, global mega- 
stocks at the expense of smaller 
companies. The authors, Craig 
Pickering, a former Treasury civil 
servant, and Brian Basham, a pub- 
lic relations consultant, describe 
this process as a type of collective 
mania, which of course it is. 

Even active fund managers have 
felt obliged to follow what Tony Dye 
ofPhfllips and Drew calls “closet in- 
dexation". Positions held by many 
active fund managers have been 
greatly narrowed relative to the 
benchmark, if only because this 
seems to be the only way of keep- 
ing up with the overtly indexed pas- 
sive funds. Almost everyone is 


indexing in some shape or form. 
Alone among the big UK fund man- 
agers, Phillips and Drew has re- 
mained entirely loyal to its active 
investment principles, and it has 
paid a heavy price in terms of lost 
business for doing so. 

It is just possible, however; that 
last year was the high water mark 
of the swing to passive investment 
Most active fond managers are 
concerned in the extreme at the lack 
of value to be had at the top end of 
the market They are sceptical 
about the merits of indexation, even 
though they have been driven to it 
out of necessity There's been a mas- 
sive correction and rebound in be- 
tween, but in essence the FTSE 100 
share index has gone nowhere for 
six months now. which is powerftil- 
ly indicative of growing alarm about 
overvalued larger stocks. 

As yet there is little evidence of 
attention switching back to the 
small cap sector, but it will come. 
Smaller companies are one of the 
few areas of the market where 
there is still good value to be had. 
As the active fond managers come 
back into the small er-companv sec- 
tor that will create its own bench- 
marks, and the passive funds will 
have to follow suit 


East Midlands jobs and name 
disappear in PowerGen revamp 


POWERGEN has embarked on 
a major overhaul of East Mid- 
lands Electricity, the regional 
supply company it bought last 
year; which is expected to result 
in several hundred job losses 
and the disappearance of the 
East Midlands name. 

The distribution arm of East 
Midlands, which operates the 
local network of wires, is being 
slimmed down from 23 separate 
sites into one central head- 
quarters and five regional cen- 
tres. 

PowerGen did not say how 
many job losses w are likely. An- 
alysts estimate that the head- 
count could be reduced by 300, 


by Michael Harrison 
B usiness Editor 

or 10 per cent of the workforce. 

There will be a major re- 
branding exercise to replace 
the East Midlands name with 
FowerGetfs brand, involving 
repainting vans and reprinting 
bills and stationery. 

News of the overhaul came 
as PowerGen said that the sale 
of its two coal-fired stations, 
Fiddler’s Ferry and Ferry- 
bridge, would reduce profits by 
£60m ayear 

The reduction will be offset 
exactly by lower gas costs after 
the renegotiation, of suppty con- 


tracts for its Connor’s Quay 
gas-fired plant in North Whies. 

PowerGen shares slipped 
by 25 per cent to 867.5p as the 
group said that the mQd weath- 
er and lower power station 
payments helped reduce prof- 
its in the nine months to 3 Jan- 
uary from £376m to £292m. 
This was despite an £87m con- 
tribution from East Midlands. 
In December alone the reduc- 
tion in generating profits was 
£40m, and in January and Feb- 
ruary the impact was about 
£20m a month. 

The mild weather has re- 
duced demand, creating a high 
level of plant avaflabfiity and 


reducing the size of the capac- 
ity payments generators earn. 

Fiddler’s Ferry and Ferry- 
bridge made operating profits 

hi flw financial ynarfp 

last Aprfl, rod PowerGen ex- 
pects the sale of the stations to 
raise between Qbn and £L5bn. 
The sale will reduce Power- 
Gen’s share of the generating 
market to 14 per cent 

Ed Wallis, chairman, said 
the group aimed to increase its 
overseas generating portfolio 
from 8,000 megawatts to 10,000 
megawatts, and is interested in 
buying existing piwuff gtatfAns 
in Australia, Thailand, tnrffa 
and China. 



Hillsdown dashes 
investors’ hopes 


Ed Mfellis: Seeking opportunities to expand overseas 


hillsdown, the food group 
best known for the *typhoo tea 
brand, yesterday dashed in- 
vestors’ hopes of a share buy- 
back or special dividend after 
market conditions forced It to 
scrap plans to sell its furniture 
and potato divisions, writes 
Peter Thai Larsen. 

"It seems imfikety in current 
market conditions, that we will 
be able to achieve a major dis- 
posal, which would be a nec- 
essary requirement before we 
would recommend a return of 
cash to shareholders." said 
Michael Teacher, Hillsdown 
chief executive. 

The news effectively stalls 
Hillsdown’s restructuring. 


which began last year when the 
company spun off housebuilder 
Fairview and the Terranova 
dulled foods business. 

Meanwhile Sir John Nott, the 
former defence secretary, an- 
nounced that he would be re- 
tiring as chairman after the 
annual meeting in May. He will 
be replaced by Peter Jacobs, 
the former chief executive of 
British Sugar and Bupa. 

In the year to December 
Hillsdown reported a fell in op- 
erating profits from continuing 
activities to £80.2m from 
£100fim. Trading profits in the 
core grocery business rose 4 
per cent to £57.4m. The shares 
closed up 3fip at 73fip. 


. lilt- INDEPENDENT 


Save up to 50% on your holiday 



T he Independent/Independent 
on Sunday have teamed up 
with Travelworld Direct to 
provide readers with massive 
discounts on a range of holidays. You 
can save up to 50 per cent off the 
brochure prices on a fabulous 
selection of summer and winter 
holidays, tours, cruises and short 
breaks from a wide range of 
brochures that will be featured today 
and over the weekend. 


HOW TO BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY 


To take advantage of thisofferyouneed tochoose 
your holiday from any of the brochures feature^ 
You should then call the Travelwodd Direct 
reservation line on 0990 423423 AU holidays must 
be confirmed between Saturday 2 /th February and 
Sunday 14th March and you will be required to pay 
a deposit which will he deducted from your final 
invoice. The balance of your payment is due 10 weeks 
vour departure- For bookings made within 
10 weeks of departure, payment mfiiU. less the dis- 
count is required at the time of booking. You ran 
“““ Switch or Delta debit card, or credit card. Cred- 
it<ard payments wUl incur a 1.5% handling charge. 


r 10% 

OFF 


Discover the wonder of Italy with Italian life and save 
10% when you book your holiday The widest range of 
farmhouses and individual villas in fabulous locations 
throughout Tuscany, Umbria, the Roman and Venetian 
countryside and Sicily. Travel options include 
self-drive, fly-drive and train. 


HHVESan# (Zb 

vOFF, 


From inexpensive charter arrangements to luxury 
holidays and tours, a Hayes & Jarvis holiday 
represents outstanding value for money. From 
cruising to scuba diving, weddings to tailor-made 
holidays - Hayes & Jarvis can arrange it all for you. 
From Australia to Zimbabwe the choice of 
destinations is endless. 


CADOGAN UOUDAYS\pFI= 

A MEMBER OF THE BLAND GROUP ESTABLISHED 1810 

A collection of top quality hotels and self-catering 
options throughout the Mediterranean and North 
Africa. Including short breaks, departures from 
regional airports, tailor-made packages, fly cruise, 
single savers and great reductions for children. 


10 %" 

OFF, 



City of light, of life and of culture. The vibrancy of the 
Champs Elysees and sheer scale of the awe inspiring 
Eiffel Tower. The aroma of fresh croissants in a 
pavement cafe, the colourful artists in Montmarte. At 
night the city adds further strings to its bow. 
Glamorous, world famous cabarets and spectacles. 
The romance of a dinner cruise on the Seine, meals to 
linger over this is unmistakably Paris. 



Holidays made for you 


BRITISH AIRWAYS 

HOLIDAYS 


20 % 

OFF, 


If it’s Florida the Caribbean, Greece, Turkey Cyprus, 
the Canaries, Malta, mainland Spain or the 
Balearics then choose Unjjet and save 10%. There are 
hundreds of destinations to choose from, plus a 
wide choice of accommodation. If it's villas with pools, 
all inclusive holidays, self-catering or cruising 
-Unijet have it 


Choose any destination to the Caribbean with British 
Airways Holidays. There’s a good selection of islands 
from Barbados to the Caymans with carefully selected 
hotels of varying grades and ambience, with a choice 
of cruises. This offer is available for travel 25 June 
99-31 October 99. Minimum two nights sharing, 
minim um seven night duration. 


Please note: The discount offered by Cadogan is 10%, not 15% as stated in The Independent on 4 March 1999. 


HOW TO RECEIVE YOUR DISCOUNT 


To qualify for the appropriate discount you must submit 
four numbered tokens bom either The Independent or The 
Independent on Sunday , with the booking validation 
form below. A total of nine tokens will be printed between 
Saturday 27th February and Sunday 7th March 1999. Yoyr 
tokens and booking validation form must arrive with 
Travelworld Direct by Sunday 14th March 1999. If 
Travelworld Direct do not receive your tokens, you will 
be sent a revised invoice for the full price of your 
holiday. Tickets and travel documents will normally be 
supplied 7 to 10 days before departure. Please see the full 
terms and conditions for this offer that appear at the 
bottom of this page. 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 



APPLICATION FORM (include a tokens) 


Name: 


Address: 


Postcode: 

Booking Ref. no.: 


Send to: The Independent Promotion, 
Riverside House, Aspley Marina, Wakefield 
Road, Huddersfield, HD1 3AF 


X' T R AV E L WQ RL D 




^ tenns&cooffito2Sofb<X35diigaiw)ty3.Tte boddegurilees stated otherwise. 4. Ahan- to withdraw any discount offer without no- Should you cancel your holiday the apptic- 1L This promotion has been organised by 

1. Offer applies to DewbooKm^^ _ Q ^ featl ^ ca ^ bectml ^^ any dBng charge ofL5%appfies to payments t»y tice 6. Not availabfem Republic (rffrsland ablefisa^bectHDesinvaMaApph'csauts Travefororid Direct part ofTheTravehrorid 

fil J^ bet ^PhS^S J ^ 0 P erators o^P^ oti ^ ( ^ avail ^^ toeQf credftcaFd5.1tavdvrorid 7. AD hofidays are subject to availability S. must be over 18 id No photocopied tokens. Group, ABTAA7462 
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News Analysis: Eurostar’s revenues are up and Eurotunnel is acting to combat the threatened loss of duty-free sales 

Double boost for Channel Tunnel 
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By Philip Thornton and 
Michael Harrison 

’ T^^JANNELThnoel received 
a (Wple boost yesterday after 
Eurostar reported a big in- 
crease in passenger revenues 

and Eurotunnel unveiled plana 
to combat the threatened loss of 
duty-free sales this summer 

An aggressive drive to attract 
business travellers and a radi- 
cal cost-cutting programme 
helped increase revenues by 
29 per cent at Eurostar (UK), 
the British arm of the high , 
speed train service to Paris and 
Brussels. 

Meanwhile Eurotunnel an- 
nounced that the retail facili ties 
at its Folkestone and Calais ter- 
minals are being taken over by 
the airports operator BAA in a 
15-year deal. Sir John Egan, the 
BAA chairman, outlined an am- 
Mjjpua plan to generate at least 
Own m sales by next yean even 
if duty-free is abolished across 
Europe in July. 

BAA intends to start spuing 
a wider range of products, in- 
cluding fashion accessories, 
compact discs and photographic 
equipment, while plans for the 
Calais te rminal include outlets 
specialising in fine wines and 
“connoisseur cognacs” 

Eurostar (UK), which is now 
controlled by British Airways 
and National Express, said it 
was on target to break even in 
2005, a decade after its launch, 
as it published figures showing 
it had cut its operating loss to 
£95m in 1998 from £135m the 
previous yean 

Hamish Taylor, its manag in g 
{firectM; said he had abandoned 
p ~ 4 fr enger number targets and 
was concentrating on raising 
revenue andyidfd. He said rev- 
enues across the whole busi- 
ness, including the French and 
Belgian arms, had risen 29 per 



Eurostar (UK), the British arm of the high-speed train service to Paris and Brussels, says it is on target to break even by 2005, a decade after its launch 


cent to £350m. Eurostar (UK) 
bad cut costs by 10 per cent 
through a recruitment freeze 
and axwng all peripheral re- 
search projects. 

He said the company was on 
target to break even by 2005, the 
date given to the Commons Se- 
lect Transport Committee fact- 
year by Inter-Capital and Re- 
gional Rail (ICRR), the consor- 
tium that has the franchise to 
operate the service until 2010. 

But be said: “Let’s not kid 
ourselves. We won’t get 29 per 
cent this year but we still expect 
improvements although not at 
the same level I don’t think that 
because we have knocked £4Qm 
offtosses we win canyon doing 
that" 

The profit forecast indudes 
tbe benefit of the opening of the 
first stage of the upgraded 
Channel Tunnel rail tink, which 
will wipe 15 minutes off the 
journey time from London to 
Paris when it is completed in 
2003. 

Mr Taylor refused to be 


Brown shifts 
the timing of 
budget policy 


THE CHANCELLOR has dedd- 
,,to make March and No- 
iber the fixed points in the 
yearly cycle of budget policy, in 
an echo of the traditional pat- 
tern of the March Budget and 
Autumn Statement The Trea- 
sury will no longer publish a 
summer forecast, instead up- 
dating its predictions for the 

economy and public finances in 
a spring Budget and an autumn 
Pre-Budget Report 

Although the Chancellor re- 
mains confident that the econo- 
my win experience a mild and 
short-lived downturn, he will 
concede that slower world 
growth has had an impact on 
Britain. Although tight fiscal 
policies have made it possible for 
the Bank of England to cut in- 
terest rates to their lowest lev- 
els since the nHd-l960s, a quarter 
rSfeeworid remains in recession. 

Tiut he will say the economy 
is continuing to grow, and will 
emphasise the Government’s 
success in cutting long-term 
and youth unemployment 
These are both down by around 

a half since the election. 

Next week’s Budget Gordon 
Brown's third, will have three 
themes: enterprise, families 
and work. It will also contain for 
the first time projections for 


By Diane Coyle 
E conomics Editor 


government borrowing over 30 
years. 

Some of this year's mea- 
sures have been p re- an- 
nounced, including a cut in 
national insurance contribu- 
tions for the low-paid, an in- 
crease of £2.95 in child benefit 
the introduction of tbe TOrking 
Families Tax Credit later this 
year and a reduction in corpo- 
ration tax - along with the 
usual “escalators" in fuel duties. 

The 200-page Budget Red 
Book- which of ficia l s daringly 
revealed would have “dements 
of red” on its cover- will con- 
sist of two parts. The first will 
be the “Economic and Fiscal 
Strategy Report”, first pub- 
lished lastJuly but in future to 

be released with the Budget 

This will contain a summa- 
ry of the measures, a chapter 
on the macroeconomic and fis- 
cal framework, and chapters on 
productivity, work and fairness. 

The second part will be the 
traditional Financial Statement 
and Budget Report, cont ainin g 
the detail of the Budget mea- 
sures and appendices on the 
economy and the Govern- 
ment’s finances. 
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drawn into the ar gument over 
the failure to provide promised 
regional services north of Lon- 
don. The Government last year 
launched an independent in- 
quiry into the viability of these 
services after the Select Com- 


mittee criticised an ICRR report 
that said regional services 
would be unprofitable while 
favouring new services from 
Heathrow Airport British Air- 
ways is a shareholder in ICRR. 

“We are looking at the eco- 


nomics ofall the options and co- 
operating with the Department 
of Transport because the inde- 
pendent review will look at 
wider economic benefits and we 
welcome that because it en- 
ables someone to judge from the 


point of view of the broader 
benefits of the service," said Mr 
Tbyloc 

Eurostar also said passenger 
numbers rose 6 per cent last 
year to 6.3 million, while its 
share of the business traveller 


market rose by 2.8 per cent on 
the Baris service and 42 per cent 
on the Brussels service, where 
investment had cut 30 minutes 
off the journey time. 

Eurotunnel is Europe’s sec- 
ond-biggest duty-free retailer 


after Heathrow airport. Last 
year its retail income reached 
about £l70m, the vast bulk of 
which came from duty-free. 
There are fears that this could 
slump by two-thirds if duty-free 
is scrapped, putting pressure on 
Eurotunnel to raise prices on its 
car shuttle. 

But BAA's retail director, 
Brian Colley said it was confi- 
dent of stemming the loss of 
sales. “There are LL5 million 
passengers a year using Euro- 
tunnel and even if duty-free 
goes there will still be a signif- 
icant business left" 

Duty-paid prices are the 
Calais terminal are still about 35 
per cent cheaper than high 
street prices in the UK, he said, 
giving British travellers an in- 
centive to shop on their way 
home. 

At the Folkestone terminal, 
which is much smaller, BAA 
plans to invest £7m-£8m on im- 
proving the facilities and then 
seek planning permission to 
expand the site in order to open 
more outlets. 


Pay Nothing Until 

March 200 

on the UK’s best PC pack 
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10 


64 


8Mb 


DVD 


Our new Family PC 
package indudes this high 
performance 400MHz DVD 
PC system with massive 
10Gb hard disk plus the 
best 3D graphics and 
sound, and comes 
complete with 

printer, scanner, office suite and 
much more for a new lower price 
of just £968 +VAT. 

Buy now and pay nothing until 
March 2000, on our No Deposit, 
Interest Free option 


Powerful 400-2 3D DVD Exec PC 


• 400MHz AMD K6-2 3D Processor • 10.1Gb hard 
disk • 64Mb SDRAM • 8Mb ATI 3D AGPx2 Graphics 
- 3D Nowl Technology • SoundBlaster 64v 3D PCI 
Wavetable sound • 4x DVD ROM drive (also 
functions as fast CD ROM) *15” digital colour 
screen • 512K cache • Plus 56K PCI modem (see 
details befow) 

• All standard features including Windows 98, Keyboard, 
Mouse, Video trainer, "Recovery disk & AntiVirus • AS 
software Backup CDs included • Fully Win98 & Year 2000 
compliant 

High Perfocmance Tima Machine Model: Indudes 128Mb 

RAM, 13Gb Hard Disk, PC-TV system, coltnjrVideoPticxtt camera 
and Epson ootour 440 printer £210 + VAT = £246.75 extra. 

Product codes 400-2 30 DVD Exac 204 TM 400-2 DVD 3D Exec 207 




Digital 
Versatile 
Disk, as well as 
acting as afast 
CD ROM drive It 
can store 7 
times as much 
date, enough to 
holdafeature 
length film. 
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Modem, free Internet 

tried wih emal aid 
Supeivotae answer- 
machine (RRPE89). 

Top encyclopedias, 
languages, GCSE 
packs and morel 
(RRP over £500). 
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we’re on your side" 


The award winning PC manufacturer 
that's the UK : s largest PC retailer 


120 stores nationwide 

Open late everyday 

Chttrnsford Boaon 
Maidstone CoWtester Chester 
Won Haynes Hart* Liverpool 
Nort ha m pto n Ipswich Manchester 
Newbury Kings Lyon Ouham 
Oxford Norwich Preston 

Peterborough iudlands Saftrrd 
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Portsmouth Bantxsy Warrington 
Reading Birmingham Wigan 
Slough Cannock YORKSHHE 
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' WEST AMD Sh0Md 
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ES MU* SCOTLAND 
TtaMon Cardiff Aberdeen 
Worcester Hwpon &WMBh 
EAST WORTH 

ANGLIA 
Bedford 
Cambridge 


Blackburn 



Blackpool OuMn 

Call into your local Tima store, 
speak to our advisors aid 
pick up your FREE help 
and advice video pack. 


For details of your nearest store 

Freephone 

0800 316 2 317 

Information lines open 9am-7pm everyday 


Direct order line Freephone 

0800 771107 

Open: Mon-Fri &30am*7pm, Sat 9aro-5pm 
SunlOanMpm - 

Offers end 25th March 
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Misys and RMC hit 
by last-minute deals 


~ uauuL me 

market yesterday, with 
the software group Misys 
and the buHdmg materials 
giant RMC hit by some 
strange deals. 

The two groups ended up 
as fixe two biggest fellers in 
the FTSE-250 due to a num- 
ber of last-minute deals exe- 
. cuted below the going price. 

The trades are believed to 
have been part of a big pro- 
gramme order from a large 
institution and were not a 
deliberate attempt to manip- 
' ulate the dosing price. 

However; they could have 
a major impact on Misys’ 
chances to return to the 
FTSE-100. The information 
technology company, valued 
git over £3.6bn, is a stron g pan . 
Bidate to be included in the 
top index after next week’s 
reshuffle. 

However, yesterday’s 4 per 
cent-plus slump could put 
paid to Misys’ dreams of blue- 
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HENR3T COOKE, a 
Manchester-based 
stockbroker; yesterday pot 
an end to its 113-year long 
history as an independent 
company. The broker, 
founded in 186& was 
‘bought for E20m by Brown, 
Shipley, the London 
subsidiaiy of Credit Bank 
of Luxembourg. The deal 
win see the withdrawal of 
Henry Cooke from Ofex. 

Uphe firm was one of the 

[Original constituents of the 
mxregulated market and 
yesterday bid farewell at 
130p, unchanged on the day 


chip $ory. The stock had 
bees bobbing along at around 
630p for most of the day when 
two trades, or a few thousands 
shares, at 60 Op were pushed 
through in the four minutes 
before the closing belL 
The downward effect of 
the rogue-ish deals was 
somewhat cushioned by the 
recently introduced Stock Ex- 
change rules on closing 
prices. Under the new sa-up, 
the authorities calculate the 
final price by averaging out 
the deals executed in the last 
uaIO minutes. But Misys still lost 
^%6.25pto617.5p. 

To add insult to injury the 
software group admitted it 
had made a mistake in an an- 


Francesco 
Guerre ra 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


share price, pence 



MsEES i'ST S 
■j&zMzWmsk * 

MAMJ J ASONDJ FM 


nouncement on a share sale 
by the executive chairman, 
Kevin Lomax. 

He was previously report- 
ed as having netted £l20m on 
the sale, while the real profit 
is just £L2m. The reason? 
Misys mistakenly said that Mr 
Lomax had sold stock for 
£605.77 instead of 605.77p. 

Back to the suspect deals 
-RMC crumbled 28p to 705.5p 
after several trades at 670- 
689p, well below the 725p 
going price. 

The rest of the market had 
a solid session with the FTSE 
100 finishing 53.1 points 
higher at 6101.4. Leading 
stocks were emboldened by a 
roaring opening on Wall 
Street which was showing a 
triple-digit advance when 
London dosed. 

The undercard continued 
its winning run, with the 
FTSE 250 dosing up 27.9 to 
5314.8 and the small cap end- 
ing 6.9 higher at 2289.4. 

The oil stocks were the 
stars of the session. After 
much battering and bruising 
at the hands of the depressed 
oil price, the drillers took 
comfort by the overnight rise 
in the Brent oil price. 

There is a growing feeling 


that after months in the dol- 
drums, foe price could rally as 
producers contemplate price 
cuts. Shell, one ofkaogest-suf- 
fering oil stocks, rose l8.75p 
to 349.5p. Its goliath rival BP 
Amoco was close behind, 
surging 45p to 902, as Lehman 
selected as its top oQ pick for 

1999. 

The exploration compa- 
nies were also buoyant, as re- 
newed bid speculation mixed 
with the oil price optimism. 
British Borneo, said to be 
st alke d by a US predator; 
rose lOp to 115p. Premier 
Ofl put on L25p to il.75p 
amid vague takeover talk and 
a Williams de Broe ‘buy” 
advice. 

Enterprise drilled a I625p 
advance to 288p, supported by 
a Henderson Crosthwaite 
note, while Lasmo surged 7p 
to I29.75p. The two are in 
merger talks and develop- 
ments are expected next 
week. 

JKXOfl & Gas completed 
the party with a L75p rise to 
8.5p on hopes that the Swiss 
group National Petroleum 
might increase its stake from 
its current 20.2 per cent 
Bid whispers spurred the 
ch emical minnow Albright 
& Wilson to a I4p rise to 109p. 
There is talk of an imminent 
offer at I25p-l30p a share 
from a foreign bidden Rhocfia, 
FMC, Solutia and a Moroccan 
company, OCR were all men- 
tioned. 

Among the blue chips, the 
insurer Royal ASunAffiance 
shone with a 36.75p increase 
to 587.75p after good results 
and a £75 0m cash return 
pledge. 

Williams, toe security and 

fire group, burnt I6.75p to 
348i5p due to disappointing re- 
sults and worries over a pos- 
sible exit from toe FTSE 100. 

Fowergen’s results lacked 
energy and toe generator’s 
shares dipped 19.5p to 767J>p, 
dragging down National 
Power, 15J>p lower at 487p, 
and Scottish Power, 18-ip 
worse off at 581.5p. 

Dealers turned off BSkyB 
amid rumours that it was 
bidding “adieu” to talks with 
toe French rival Canal Plus. 
The satellite television oper- 
ator shares crashed UL5p to 
550.5p. . 

Rolls-Royce's figures 
were good but not brilliant, 
sending toe stock down2.75p 
to 272.25p. Some houses 


advised a switch into British 
Aerospace, up 4p to 398.5p, 
amid renewed talk of a 
defence link-up with Thom- 
son, the French aerospace 
group. 

The tiddlers risers’ table 
was dominated fay Tadpole 
Technology, up 4p to lS.75p. 
The electronic equipment 
maker is set to launch a new 
product and some major con- 
tracts could be on toe way. 

Aegps attracted institu- 
tional interest following its re- 
cent results. The media 
agency put on 1.25p to I30.5p 
on massive volume of 14.4 mil- 
lion. 

Infbbank, an e-commerce 
company, soared 3£p to 70 .5p 
after securing a lucrative in- 
ternet deal with the Sta- 
tionery Office. 

Athlone Extrusions, an 
Irish maker of chemical 
materials for the car and con- 
struction industry shed 55p to 
50p after warning of lower 
profits in the first half 


DELTRON ELECTRONICS, 
unchanged at lOOp 
yesterday, wlQ today 
receive a fillip from one its 
directors. Francois 
Feldman was set to receive 
an £800,000 cash payout 
following toe electronic 
equipment group’s 
purchase of a French rival, 
EUROiNDustrLe. However; 
be is now expected to take 
only £538,000 in cash and 

toe remaining £262,000 in 
Deltronics shares to take 
advantage of the 
company’s depressed share 
price. 


Voss Net, a member of toe 
buoyant Internet band, logged 
in an 8p rise to 75p after 
promising to provide free on- 
line access to rharities. 

Recognition Systems 
Group rose 3p to 17.5p after 
announcing three important 
contracts for its customer re- 
lationship management 

Duriacher, the broker; 
soared 25p to 950p, amid 
mounting bid speculation. 
Computeriand, toe computer 
group, continued to reel from 
its recent profit warning, shed- 
ding ILSp to 89p. 

SEAQ VOLUME: L14 billion 
SEAQ TRADES: 79,413 
GILTS INDEX: 112.01 +024 
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LIFFE FINANCIAL FUTURES 




Contract 


Settlement 

High 


Long Gilt 

MW-99 

114.93 

115.13 


5Yr<an 

Mar-99 

107.62 


•- ! ‘ 

German Bund 

Mar-99 

113.29 

... 

v •• 

Italan Bond 

Mar-99 

111.67 

112.18 


Japan Govt Bd 

Mar-99 

• 133.72 

133.77 


3 Mth Sterling 

Mar-98 

9453 

94.54 



Jitt-99 

94.72 

94.77 


3 Mth Eurlbor 

Mar-99 

96.91 

9634 



Apr-99 

96.95 

96.95 

— «■ • 


Jur*-99 

96.96 

96.98 

* 

3 Mrti Euroyen 

Mar-99 

99.80 

99.81 


3 MUi Euroswtss 

Mar-99 

98,56 

98.60 

•V 


Apr-99 

98.45 

98.50 


3 Mth Euro Ubor 

Mar-99 

96.91 

96.92 

- - 


Apr-99 

96.95 




Jun-99 

96.96 

96.95 

■ 

100 

Mar-99 

6100.00 

6126.00 


Qt floor . Open 
Low volume Interest 

114.65 1941.00 11039.00 

63.00 


111.63 
1 33 JO 
94.51 
94.66 

96.88 
96.93 
96.93 
99.80 
98.53 
98.42 

96.89 


40823)0 

2018.00 

18858.00 

40948.00 

60310.00 

1771.00 

77050.00 
2.00 

10825.00 

23678.00 

1144.00 


96.93 697.00 

6012.00 4TS05.00 


LIFFE FTSE 100 INDEX OPTION 


13982.00 

166310.00 
19005790- 

146331.00 
6458.00 

151044.00 

60379.00 

77045.00 

119255.00 

107029.00 

107072.00 

156739.00 


SememncMDB 6101.40 


*•* 


rf- 


M re 


Apr 


»*•» 


-i * 

- * 


Series 

Cali Imp Mil Put impvol 

Call 

Put 

Call 

Put 

‘ * ■ 



6050 

86 25 

182 25 

172 

265 

256 

339 


s v w 


6100 

63 25 

212 24 

154 

294 

234 

367 

s: 

'“".a* 

■ “ 

6150 

48 24 

248 29 

132 

324 

211 

393 

- *T-X 


6200 

35 23 

286 25 

109 

353 

1B9 

421 


Call Put 
321 387 
-1 -1 
274 439 
-1 -1 


ENERGY at 


8W ’ f 



Brent Crude fcfoarreQGas oit(S/tema) WTT Crude($A»m«IJ 
IPE Lair dig \M PE Close Out >W JIW U*jT 0«s Spot® NWBur 

Apr 11.69 0 4423638 M>r 10SJ5 4 50 9239 Mar 1* 96 ... 

May 1183 0.4020681 Apr 105004.00 8563 Apr 13.48 0.53 Napluha 

lun 11.98 0 40 6930 M» 105.50 3.25 3268 May 

Jun 


114.00 

102.00 

13.56 0-51 Gasofl 105.50 
13.63 0-50 Fuel OH {3.5%s)58.00 


GOLD/V1AN SACHS COMMODITY INDICES w '• 


tndex 


BASE DATE 
1970-100 


Agricultural 1970-100 


Energy 
tad Metals 

livestock 


1983-100 

1977-100 

1970-100 


Prec Meals 1973=100 


LAST 

CHG 

%CHG 

31 DEC 

■MHCYTD 

136.72 

2.54 

1.89 

215J6 

-36.49 

168.89 

1.07 

0.64 

231.23 

-26.96 

47,19 

1.62 

3.56 

85.86 

-45.04 

126.29 

0.00 

0.00 

168.79 

-25.18 

163.14 

0.42 

0.26 

191.03 

-14.60 

384.41 

1.57 

0.41 

463.54 

-17.07 


foreign EXCHANGE RATES 


Com cry 


Sterling 

Spot 


1 month 3 month 


UK 
An’ 

M 

Belgium 
Canada 
Denmark 
Euro 
Finland 
France 
Germany 
Greece 
Hong Kong 
Ireland 
Italy 
Japan 
Malaysia 

Menko 

Netherlands 3.2767 
New Zealand 3.0364 
12.779 

S 298.10 
abia 6.02)5 
Singapore 2.7B63 
South MiitalO.OHl 
Spain 247 40 
Sweden 13.328 
Switzerland 2.3649 
US 1.6055 


1.0000 
2.5723 
20.460 
59.982 
2.4486 
1 1.059 
1.4874 
8.8406 
9.754 
2.9082 
678.44 
12.441 
1.1710 
2879.1 
198.39 
6.1009 
15.965 


2.57H 

20-447 

59.860 

2.4476 

11.039 

1.7346 

8.8228 

9.733 

2.9021 

480.12 

12.443 

1.1686 

2873.1 

197.47 

6.2390 

3.2700 

3.0351 

12.800 

297.49 

6.0356 

2.7797 

wjq#» 

246.90 

13-302 

2.3565 


2.5703 

20.432 

59.644 

2.4468 

11.005 

1.7399 

8.7910 

9.698 

2.8916 

483.57 

12.458 

1.1644 

2862.7 

195.77 

-6.4481 

3.2581 
3.0347 
12 832 
296.42 
6.0563 
2.7664 
10.2467 
246.01 
13.258 
2.3411 


Dollar 

Spot 

0.6229 

1.6022 

12.744 

37.360 

1.3251 

6.8879 

0.9264 

5.5066 

6.0751 

1.8114 

298.00 
7.7492 
0.7294 
1793.3 
123-57 
3.8000 
95437 
2.0409 
0.5287 
7.9595 
185,67 
3.7505 
1.7355 
62355 
154.10 
8.3014 
1.4730 

1.0000 


1 month 3 month Euro 


0.6232 
1.6022 
12.74 2 
37-303 
1.5253 
6.8790 
05251 
5.4982 

m 

m 

1.3731 

1790.5 

123.06 

3.8880 

2.0378 
1.89) 4 
7.9767 
185.39 
3.7613 
1.7323 
62890 
153-86 
82896 
1.4685 


0.6234 

1.6024 

12.738 

37.184 

1.5254 

6.8610 

0.9219 

5.4807 

6.0462 

1.8028 

301.48 

7.7669 

1.3776 

1784.7 

122.05 

4.0200 

2.0312 

1.8920 

8.0000 

184.80 

3.7758 

1.7247 

63883 

15337 

82654 

1.4596 


0.6723 

1.7294 

13.7603 

40.340 

1.6462 

7.4348 

1.0000 

53457 

63596 

13558 

321.66 

8.3645 

0.7876 

193627 

133.381 

4.1017 

10.7332 

22037 

2.0414 

83915 

200.48 

4.0483 

1.8733 

6.7306 

166386 

8.9605 

1.5900 

03264 


OTHER SPOT RATES 


Country Sterling 


Argentina 
Brazil 
China 
Czech Rep 
£&P r 
Guana 
Hungary 
India 
bxtone&ta 
Kuwait 
Nigeria 


Dollar Country 


1.6055 

33796 

13.291 

55.436 

5.4889 

3813.1 

378.03 

68.250 

142793 

0.4910 

140.48 


1.0000 

2.1050 

8.2783 

34.530 

3.4188 

2375.0 
235.46 
43.510 

8894.0 
03059 
87.500 


Oman 

Pakistan 

PWWpJneS 

Poland 

Qatar 

Russia 

Soutn Korea 

Taiwan 

Thailand 

Turkey 
UAE 


Sterling 
0.6181 
SI. 704 
62.847 
6.3770 
5.8432 
37520.5 
1990.8 
53.046 
60.447 
575740 
5.8962 


Dollar 

03850 

50.890 

39.145 

3.9720 

3.6395 

23370.0 

1240.00 
33.040 
37.650 
358605 
3.6725 



INDUSTRIAL METALS 


LME (S/tonne) 


Cash 


Chg 


3 month 


Chg UAEflttte Chg* 


Abitnrnhan HG 

1151.5 

1152.5 

_ 

1173 

1174 

_ 

815275 

3375 

Aluminium Ahoy 

1012 

1017 

5.00 

1035 

1040 

5 

87000 

-520 

Copper A 

1392 

1393 

9.00 

1418 

1419 

9 

703550 

8800 

Lead 

525 

526 

8.00 

523 

523.5 

5 

107525 

75 

Nickel 

4940 

4950 

30.00 

5000 

5010 

35 

60870 

-24 

Tin 

5380 

5400 

15.00 

5320 

5340 

20 

8920 

-50 

Zinc 

1052.5 

1053.5 

8.50 

1056 

1058 

4 

309150 

-1100 


PRECIOUS METALS 


pra fWS per ot _ __ pm lb/£ per oz 

Day's Year’s Day’s 

chg Chg Ttear’s eng chg 


Coins (S] 


Year’s 

ch 8 


Platinum 37230 0.00-1600 Pladrom 231.35 1.35 -4.65 KrugYands 292.35 6.95 

PatocSum 345.00-5.0010530 Pana*im2l4.55 -1.85 68.65 Sow 72.13 
SDver 522-0.12 -1.17 Sver 3.24 -OiM -0.63 Nollies 386.05 
Gold 287.70 1.7S -9.05 Maple Leaf 293.35 -10.49 


AGRICULTURAL aj s.topw. 


Cocoa 

UFF€ £/ tonne 
Mar99 868.00 
MayS9 865.00 
Jld99 884.00 
VbJr 339 

White Sugar* 
UFFE SAonne 
May99 20330 
Aug99 19630 
0099 190.00 
Vofc 452 


Coffee 
UFFE S/»rne 
Mar991765XO 
May99l 575.00 
Jul99 1564.00 


Barley 

LIFFE 6/tonne 
Mar99 73.75 
May99 73.75 
Sep99 7425 


Potatoes 
LIFFE E/tonne 
Apr99 28200 
May9931ZOO 
Jun99 322X0 


Soya Beans* 
CBOT S/5V 
Apr99 48230 
May9947130 
Jui99 481.00 


Vet 1948 

Itot 

_ 

VU: 

IM: 

7429 

Freight 

Wheat 


Corn* 

Lge Potatoes 

UFFE51M*pc 

UFFE frame 

CBOT CenCbhsN 

AIA Sf25k kg 

Mv99 940.00 

Ma*99 

71AO 

Mar99 211.00 

Mar99 

30.10 

Apr99 977.00 

May99 

7430 

May99 217.00 

May99 

32.00 

May99 935.00 

Jid99 

76-40 

Jut99 22330 

tu!99 

33.10 

Vat 2 

vet 

12 

1A* 7191 

Vbt 

98 


OTHER SPOTS «> vjo;-m 


Apr Live Came (CME) S/AOkb 68.10 
Mar Por* Bedes (CAE]V40kb 5140 
May OrangeJufce (CTN) S/1S. b BZ25 
Dec MA fC5qS/50hb 

May Ows (CBT) SSH bsh 105.75 
May Fte (WCE) S/20 m 283.00 


Mar White Maize (SAJ=1 S/100 ntt 893.00 
Aug Rubber f!CM)Y/5liKg 85.40 

May Cotton (ON) S/SOk to 60.10 

Mar Crude Paim {KLC) S/25 tn 166800 
May Soya Oil (CHHS/60klb 18.03 

Jd Woolen [TCM) S/500kg 1 1 65J0 


| INTEREST RATES 8 

UK 


Discount 

5-25% 

Repo(Aue) 

3.15% 


Base 

5.50% 

Denmark 


Japan 



European Central Bank Discount 

3J15% 

Discount 

0.50% 


Q/N Marginal 4. 50% 

US 


Switzerland 


O/N Fadllcy 2.00% 

Prime 

7.75% 

Discount 

1.00% 


Repo 

3.00% 

Discount 

4.50% 

Lombard 

3-38% 


Canada 


Fed Funds 

4.69% 




Prime 

6.75% 

Sweden 





S BOND YIELDS | 

Country 3 mth chg 


*8 

2yr chg 

* 

■n 

lOyr 

dig 

Australia 4.65 -0.03 

4.71 

-0.06 

5.01 0.04 

5.36 0.05 

5.68 

0,05 

Belgium 

3.01 0.00 

3.02 

0.02 

3^7 ^.02 

3.87 0.04 

4.39 

0.07 

Canada 

4.97 OJ)1 

5.22 

-0.01 

532 0.00 

5.37 0.00 

5.41 

0.01 

Eure 

3.11 0.00 

3.15 

0.00 

3.19 -0.03 

3.64 0.01 

4.17 

0.04 

Ranee 

3.11 0.00 

3.03 

0.00 

3.17 -0.02 

3.66-0.01 

4.27 

0.03 

Germany 3.11 0.00 

3.15 

0.00 

3.19 -0.05 

3 . 52 -aoi 

4.17 

0.03 


2.92 0.11 

3.08 

OJ12 

3 J8 -0.02 

3.84 0.02 

4.42 

0.04 

Japan 

0.10 0.00 

0.06 

-0.07 

0.19 -0.06 

0.83 -0.06 

1.68 

-0.07 

NTands 

3.1 1 0.00 

3.15 

0.00 

3.25 -0.01 

3.73 0.01 

4.28 

0.03 

Spam 

3.00 0.00 

3.03 

0D3 

3.18 0.00 

3.79 0.03 

4.42 

0.03 

Sweden 

3.21 0.01 

3.33 

0.02 

3.43 0.03 

3£5 0.03 

4.49 

0.04 J 

S*tand 

1.38 -0.01 

1.59 

0.00 

1.62 0.01 

1.96-0.01 

2.46 

-0.03 

UK 

5.08 0 00 

5.50 

0.16 

5.09 -0.04 

4.83 0.00 

4.71 

0.01 

US 

4A8 Oil 

4.64 

OJ25 

5.19 -0.02 

5.30-0.01 

5.41 

-0.02 


MONEY MARKET RATES 


Oveidght 1 week 1 month 3 months 6 months 1 year 
3d Offer BU Offer Bfcf Offer ad Offer Bd Offer Bd Offer 

ImwiyBas 529 3.19 5.18 5.08 

UBOR 5.45 5.« 537 537 5.50 S30 5.48 5.48 5.S05.50 

Domestic Depos 525 5.50 5315.44 530 5 j»7 538 5.44 534 5.41 5.415.47 

Eurostertrw Deps 5.34 5.47 4.91 5.53 530 536 534 5^41 5.34 5.41 5.415.47 

EHsft* Bank Bills 5.40 530 534 5.14 5.08 438 

Swung CDS 5.48 5.40 5.42 5.34 5.41 533 5.41531 

EurodoHsrCDs 430 432 5.03 

EuroUber 3.123.12 3.12 3.12 3.11 3.11 3.10 3.10 3.153.15 


Williams plans to raise 
£400m from disposals 


By Nigel Cope 
Associate City Editor 


WILLIAMS, toe former con- 
gtamerate that is reinventing it- 
self as a more focused security 
and fire services group, is plan- 
ning to raise a further £400m 
from disposals as it completes 
its transformation. 

It will float its Robbialac 
paint business in Pbrtu gal later 
this year with an expected val- 
uation of around £100m. It will 
also sell its remaining US 
paints businesses, which have 
a value of £300m_ I Cl is tipped 
as a possible buyer 

The proceeds are expected 
to be used to fund further ac- 
quisitions, principally in fire 
and security services. The 
move is part of a plan by 
Williams’ chief executive, 
Roger Can; to derive 60 per 
cent of group sales from ser- 
vices as opposed to the current 
38 per cent 

Services, which includes the 
provision of security guards 
and closed-service television 
equipment, is growing sales at 
more than 10 per coat with prof- 
it up by 16 per cent in toe last 
year The company hopes the 
shift will trigger a gradual re- 
rating of toe stock. 

The comments came as 
Williams unveiled underiymg 
profits (rf £302m compared with 


WILLIAMS: AT A GLANCE 


Market value: £2.6bn, share price 348. 5p (-1 6.75p) 


Trading record 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

1998 

Turnover (£bn) 

1.4 

‘ "f.6 “ 

1.3 

2.2 

2.5 

Profit for the year (£m) 

200.0 

228.0 

340.0 

254.0 

463.0 

Earnings per share {p) 

20.5 

22.6 

36^ 

19.8 

42.1 

Dividends per share (p) 

13.5 

14.3 

15.1 

15.8 

16.3 



94 95 96 97 96 99 


Security Security Home 
products systems & Improvement 


£285m in the previous year 
However; the group’s shares fell 
16.75p to 34&5p with some an- 
alysts pointing to a cash outflow. 

Mr Carr feels Williams is well - 
on the way to sloughing off the 
old-conglomerate tag. Unfor- 
tunately the City does not ap- 
pear to agree. The shares have 
underperformed the market 
by 4« per cent in toe last five 
years, with earnin g s diluted 
by a stream of high profile dis- 


posals such as Polyfilla and 
CuprinoL The stock also looks 
likely to be relegated from toe 
FTSE 100 index next week, 
prompting selling by tracker 
funds. 

The company is clearly dis- 
appointed by its rating com- 
pared with other support 
services groups Kfce Rentokil 
and Hays. The difference is 
that those companies have 
much better records, built up 


over several years of outper- 
formance. 

Williams ought to be a bet- 
ter perforating business than it 
is. It has terrific brands such as 
Chubb, for which it paid n.7bn 
in 1997. The group has f ulfill ed 
its target of improving profits 
by £40m since toe deal. 

The company is confident it 
can maintain organic growth 
rates of 10 per cent, particularly 
in its services business. Mr 
Carr has also signalled a slight 
improvement in toe economic 
outlook in its major markets. 
Some analysts attribute the 
sluggish growth to the group’s 
history of buying and selling 
businesses in its conglomerate 
days rather than investing in 
the building of brands. 

The bulls of Williams be- 
lieve management's strategy is 
right and that a re-rating may 
be not far away. However; even 
they suggest a further year or 
two of acquisitions may be 
needed before the services 
businesses reach critical mass . 

On Panmure Gordon's up- 
graded current-year profit fore- 
cast of £323 m, the shares trade 
on a forward multiple of 13. 
That is not expensive, though 
short-term factors such as the 
relegation from the FTSE 100 
will weigh against the stock. But 
longer-term the outlook is 
reasonably promising. 


Vickers looks for marine alliances 


THE ENGINEERING group 
Vkiers yesterday laid out plans 
to expand its marine division 
further following the £304m ac- 
quisition of the Norwegian 
group Ulstein last year 
Marine sales will account fin* 
half of Vickers’ £lbn turnover 
this yean now that it has sold off 
Rolls-Royce and Cosworto and 
dosed its Leeds tank factory. 

But Baron Buysse, the Bel- 
gian chief executive of Vickers, 
said it aimed to exploit its worid 
leadership in marine propulsion 
to grow the business through ai- 


By michael Harrison 
Business Editor 

lianrpg and bolt-on ar qmgitifMiR- 

“We have had approaches 
from other marine c o m panies 
interested in joining with us and 
you maywell see joint ventures 
in the near future with major 
global engineering companies,” 
be said. 

Vickers was also examining 
the scope for widening its marine 
activities by acquiring smaller 
family-owned businesses in re- 
lated fields, he added. 


He was speaking as Vickers 
announced a jump in pre-tax 
profits last year from £19m to 
£15 7m, swollen fay net proceeds 
from toe sale of Rolls and Cos- 
worto to Volkswagen of Ger- 
many. Operating profit before 
exceptional items fell from 
£7 6m to £42m after restructur- 
ing charges. 

Defence sales are expected to 
fall from £344m last year to 
around £25Qm this year as de- 
liveries of Challenger E tanks to 
the Ministry of Defence run 
down. But Vickers remains 


hopeful of winning a £i.5bn 
tank order from Greece and is 
currently working on a £L00m 
order for 20 tanks from Oman. 
Vickers also hopes to win a 
£l00m MoD order for a small- 
er tank, known as the Future 
Engineer Tank, towards the 
end of this yean 
The group also hopes to forge 
a joint venture with toe French 
tank manufacturer Giat by the 
end of this yean The two groups 
signed a memorandum of un- 
dastamfingin January but they 
are studying a wider alliance. 


Crystal Palace 
picks Buchler 

THE MAN trying to rescue 
Crystal Palace from the jaws of 
financial coBapse is no stranger 
to troubled football dubs. 
David Buchler of Buchler 
Phillips, who has been asked by 
Palace’s board to come in as 

administra tor, first praWiseri hig 

corporate rescue skills at Har- 
row and Wealdstone Football 
Club in the early 1990s. 

After putting the dub’s 
finances on an even keel he was 
called in by Tbtteoham Hotspur; 
a rather bigger chib. This was 
during the Irving Scholar era, 
and Mr Buchler made great 
friends with manager Terry 
Venables in the process. Mr 
Buchler even joined toe Spurs 
board before Alan Sugar 
bought into the dub and got rid 
of all three of them. 

The indefatigable Mr Bucb- 
ler then helped sort out toe 
finances at Barnet, even bqying 
into the north London dub 
himself before selling it on 
(sucxessfolly). 

More recently, Buchler 
Phillip s has been helping out at 
MTUwall and its Bi rmingham 

office has even turned to the 
game with toe odd-shaped ball. 
Partner John KeQy is sorting 
out toe books of Hull Kingston 
Rovers, the rugby league dub. 

The son rises 

SIR STANLEY KALMS, chair- 
man of Dixons, must be 
swelling with paternal pride. 
His eldest son Richard has 


People and 
Business 

BY JOHN 
WILLCOCK 



joined a fast expanding hi-tech 
company that is about to 
announce a huge sales drive, 
roughly 10 years after Kalms 
junior flew the coop from 
Dixons’ own property division. 

Richard is joining Ids (Inte- 
grated Transport Information 
Services Ltd) as a non-execu- 
tive director Ids is about to 
launch an anti car-theft device, 
a “black box” which when in- 
stalled in a car will tell the 
owner its location, whatever 
has happened to it 

ITIS was set up by Stuart 
Marks, stiE the majority share- 
holder; along with Steven Nor- 
ris, toe former Tory transport 
minister; who also has a stake. 
ITIS has teamed up with an- 
other company, Minorplanet 
Systems, to market toe boxes 


at £399. The launch next month 
will be backed by GE Capital 
Fleet Services, which owns 
over 100,000 fled vehicles in the 
UK 

Mr Marks says Richard 
Kalms will be useful because he 
is a extremety wdl connected in 
electronics retailing”. Quite so. 

Energy saver 

PETER LEHMANN recently 
retired from toe board of Cen- 
trica/Britisb Gas after 30years 
with the utilities giant, lately as 
commercial director. Now Mr 
Lehmann has popped up as 
chairman of toe Energy Saving 
Trust, replacing Sir Frank 
Gibb who spent seven years at 
toe helm. 


Mirror tells all 

I CAN exclusively reveal that 
the new name for Mirror Group 
Newspapers (MGN) is to be 
“William TfeU pic”. 

At a meeting for City ana- 
lysts yesterday, John Allwood. 
MGNs chief executive, deliv- 
ered his results presentation to 
a packed room. Someone asked 
whether he'd had any more 
thoughts on a new name for toe 
company following rumours a 
month ago of a possible change. 

Just as Mr Allwood was 
about to answer; a mobile 
phone belonging to Richard 
Dale, media analyst at Sa- 
lomon Smith Barney ( coinci- 
dentally brokers to Trinity, one 
of toe Mirror bidders), rang. It 
was one of those that plays a 
tune, in this case Rossini's 
William IfeK overture. 

Everyone fell about Mr All- 
wood grinned and pronounced: 
“There you have it The new 
name will be William TeH" 

E-maib j.ioillcockf&'indeperi- 
dentco.uk 


COMPANY RESULTS 


Name 

Turnover (£) 

Pre-cax (£) 

EPS 

Dividend 

Payday 

X-drv 

Bloconpatflta M (F) 

162m (14.6m) 

-43.7m (28.1m) 

-49.9p (-38 ip) 

-H 

- 

- 

CMtoteD(F) 

43.79m (38.09m) 

4.6m (25m) 

9.0p(452p) 

30p(12p) 

HU 

Bp 

BkooUKF) 

974.4U1 (1 J25ttl) 

9.Bm (-1062m) 

05p(-155p) 

5.0p(3.6pl 

04.05.99 

15.03.99 

Fnrtoeg Homes Snmp (F) 

2383m ( 18 . 60 m) 

355m (2.12m) 

32 Bp (24.7 p) 

75p(55p) 

045559 

1104.99 

HfBHtewa HoWtoft (R 

2J76D p.DBhn) 

1232m (1105m) 

152p (10 Dp) 

4.0p (-) 

010759 

10 05 99 

IBnwGreep{F) 

697.0m [559.0m) 

1005m (80.0m) 

14.7pp3.4p) 

53p (5.0P) 

21.05.99 

29.03 99 

Oxtsrt Kyctadaocst (F) 

5.11m (1.92m) 

-8.68m (-754m) 

-25 90p (-36 78p) 

-H 

- 

- 

PWWSanfir) 

2344hn (2047bn) 

-245An'(2lD.0m) 

*38. Bp (44 5p) 

24.1p (29.0p) 

1105 B9 

290399 

RmWbu(T) 

44.44m (43.8am) 

11.07m (9.75m) 

11. Ip (944 

3.66p (352PJ 

19.04 99 

15.03.99 

Ro«Htoycs{F) 

450m (455m) 

325.0m [276. Dm) 

1725p (15 16p) 

&55p (55p) 

0507 99 

2654 99 

Royal 4 S® Altera ins (F) 

-i-) 

-*602.an (988.0m) 

**24.7p (42.4P) 

152p(21.Dp) 

01.06.99 

1S03.99 

Sandenai BraraaB Muter By IF) 

832.1m 1642.41m) 

1755m (155Bm) 

31.67p (32.1BP) 

635p (5520) 

01.05 99 

295359 

Vittore (F) 

©25m p.107Bnj 

157.0m P9.4m) 

*12- Op P5.4pj 

72p (7J2p) 

OS. 05.99 

15.03.99 

TAteYana Sre* © 

18.44m (1444m) 

1235m (0170m) 

42p(-1.0p) 


06 0599 

29.03.99 

Wffltam* HsfaOws [F) 

2447W (2.22am) 

462.5m (2545m) 

42.1pp9.8p) 

1659P (15 80pi 

28 0559 

10.0599 

(H-Fral (1> - Infirvn (If) - Nme 

’ Before E*LfpliuiiHb 

"OpMlilo 
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The Corporate Bond PEP 


’Source-. LG ft! < OB 02991 Tbe miming yield 
of ihe Fixed Inwea This was 6 1% n.n* 
redemption ylefcO is at 8 Febroary 1SW 
Past petiormam b not ncoesunly a guide 

10 furore performance. Both eaptUf and 
income values nay go down as well as up 
and you may osx gn buds die amour* 
Invested. AD compd/fewo of ccm apply lo 
PSPs investing wholly In Unii Truss. Tax 
assumptions are ihcne currently applicable 
and are subfca lo scran cry change. The 
value of Ui relief will depend co fLW 
indtvsJin] nn rema nnrn Full Witten dHads 
are avaibble oa request Legal & General 
(Diner) Limited Registered tn Engbnd No 
27CUG80. Kegeaned Office Temple Coun. 

11 queen Victoria Street, London EC4N 4TP 
Representative only of the legal & General 
marfeeunfl group, me mb ers of which are 
regulated try the Personal Investment 
Authority and IMHO for the purposes of 
recommending, advising on and selling UFe 
assurance and invesuneui products bearing 
Lef-iJ A General's name A member of 
ALTTTF investor: should be aware that 
unite cash tn a Deposit Account the capital 
value of investments tn Fixed Interest Truss 
b not ptarara ce d- The Government have 
announced that coocrtfauuons can only be 
made lo PEPs mud April 19»>. From that 
dare a new tax povO^jed savings vehicle, 
the IndfriduaJ Savings Account USA) will 
he available 

itiizfiooitivrras* 



An tn teres! rale of 

7.6% gross pa 

would be required in a 
ban/.’ nr building society 
deposit account to 
(tibia c 6 ./":. net pa for 
a basic rate taxpayer 


1 uni out mint' non 
mil /a i ftliinn- 

RtryourprtXeattM. calk arr umaOr 
recon Maud itmJomty mniOnrm l 

0500 „ 

11 66 22 

ii. ,>/» in n . . i,i,. k > 
•‘mu n ■ >/•». .. . . mis 

Mease quote rep D7DJ10 
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Super League: New season opens with a whimper rather than a bang as Hull face up to harsh reality ! 

Wigan ready for a fresh start 4 

draft 


BY DAVE HADFIELD 

IF YOU were looking for evidence 
that Super League, for all its buoy- 
ant mood at the moment, still 
doesn't get everything right, you 
would be tempted to look no further 
than tonight's opening fixture. 

Between them. Super League 
and Sky have chosen to showcase the 
delights ahead with an unbalanced 
match between a very good, if cur- 
rently rather depressed side, and a 
very poor one. On top of that it is to 
be played on a mud-heap. Welcome 
to the brave new world. 

Hull could yet surprise everyone 
at Wigan tonight Their captain, 
Karl Harrison, fresh from surpris- 
ing everyone at Halifax last season, 
insists they wilL But the likelihood 
of even a depleted Wigan side run- 
ning - or perhaps swimming - riot 
shows what remains to be done be- 
fore the competition's full potential 
is realised. 

Hie Sheffield Eagles coach, John 
Kean said yesterday that Super 
League will deserve to be counted 
as an unqualified success five years 
from now if the team running sec- 
ond can be beaten by the one next 
to bottom. Since that is roughly 
where Wigan and Hull are expected 
to finish this year, tonight is a good 
indicator. 

“I know everyone is expecting us 
to just turn up and roll over," says 
Harrison. “But that's not the way we 
look at it. We see it as a really good 
challenge. And we're a big side; prob- 
ably the worse the conditions are, 
the better it suits us." 

Harrison's back injury makes 
him. along with another new sign- 
ing. Matt Calland, a minor doubt for 
tonight Wigan are without Simon 
Haughton. who has tom a hamstring 
in training, as well as Denis Betts 
and Tony Smith, but a chumed-up 
Central Park surface could still be 
Hull's best ally. 

With Wigan due to move out at 
the end of the summer there is 
little incentive to spend money on 
the ground. Drains appear to be 
blocked, so a mis-match on a 
swamp is the image with which 
Super League IV will open. 

It is a season that deserves a bet- 
ter kick-off - one in which Wigan’s 
captain, Andy Farrell knows that 
they face a formidable task if they 
are to hang on to the title they won 
at the inaugural Grand Final at Old 
TYafford last year. 



Wigan captain Andy Farrell knows his team must work hard to hang on to the title they won at the inaugural Grand Final last year Vorley Picture Agency 


They have already succumbed to 
the wrath of fierce rivals Leeds, 
their most serious challengers dur- 
ing the last season, in the Cup. “We 
were pissed off at the time, but we 
had no excuses, because Leeds 
were by far the better side on the 
day," Farrell says. 

“It left us with a couple of weeks 
to sort our problems out and I feel 
we've done that" 

It has not been the easiest of 
dose seasons for Farrell himself. Al- 
ready finning at Great Britain's 


Test series defeat by New Zealand, 
be found that he needed an opera- 
tion on the hip that hampered him 
through those matches. 

The immediate build-up to the 
beginning of the new season has 
been dominated by the overdue 
arrival this week of his third child. 
Grade. It has not been easy to con- 
centrate on Hufl. 

“The first game of the season is 
always going to be a difficult <me, be- 
cause no side has got any form on 
the board," he says. “We’ve got a 


very hard start to the season and, 
after than Cup-tie at Leeds, we’ve 
only got the one remaining trophy 
to play for.” 

One thing that particular defeat 
showed up was the relative lack of 
depth in Wigan’s squad this year. 
“But that’s something that can 
workin our favour When you’ve got 
a big squad, you’ve got players 
wbinging at training. If we can 
keep healthy, we’ll benefit from 
haring the same squad playing 
together all the time. 


“There are 30 games this time 
and If s how teams can cope with ft 
mentally that will dedde things. If 
you can get yourself up for every 
game, half the bathe’s won.” 

Wigan’s ability to raise them- 
selves even far games that everyone 
expects than to win gets its first test 
tonight Harrison, bad back per- 
mitting, promises that Hull will 
meet their side of the bargain. 

Apart from his own durability, 
Hull have four ex-Wigan players in 
their squad, in Craig Murdock, 


Steve Barrow, Stephen Holgate and 

Martin Hall. 

Those players in particular will 

Tint want to fYMit pmplatP T nmtiliafinm 

on their old home ground on the 
op ening ni g ht of the season. 

“We’re a long way from being at 
our best,” says the Wigan coach, 
John Monie. “We’ll settle for 
stumbling to a win." 

For the sake of setting the right 
tone for 1999, Super League needs 
Hull to prevent that stumble 
becoming a cake-walk 


system 


THE SHEFFIELD Eagles’_ coach^. 
John Kcai; has called for a draft sys- - 
h>m, a ban on mid-season transfers 1 
and a phasing-out of Australian 
coaches, writes Dave Hadfield. 

Kean who led the Eagles to the 

t^fin^man to be asked 
tribute a “Viewpoint" chapter to-.' 
the Rolhmans Rugby League "fear- - 
book whkh was pubfished yesterday 

At the launch in Leals, Kean ' 
said that Super League needed to be- . 
come a more evenly balanced pom-' ■ . 
petition. “When a player comes off 
contract, the team in bottom spot 
should have first call on him,” he . 
said. “That would immediately: ; 
spread the talent in Super League." 

Rear also argued tfiat dubs hiring - 

a foreign coach should have to use 
one of the places on their oversea^ * * 
quota. “In an ideal world, I would - 
realty enjoy a situation where a9 
head coaches and support staff were 
true Brits,” he said. 

Only one of Kear’s Sheffield 
players, who begin their campaign 
at Bradford on Sunday has made the^7 : 
traditional Coaches' Select XIQ Sp; ‘- 
the book- the Great Britain prop for 
ward, Dale Laughton. 

Not surprisingly Grand Finalists 
Wigan and Leeds dominate the 
selection, with five and four players 
respectively. 

Matt Crowther, the Sheffield. , 
winger who has not played since 
badty figuring his knee last May wffl 
play in the reserve side against 
Bradford tonight Hear will then de- •••' 
ride whether to include him in the- 
first team squad for Sunday. ' - 

Castieford are to star in a docu- 
mentary film being made to mark the - 
rrrillp.nnhim The film. Taming the . 
Tiger, is to feature the dub's long- 
servingprop forward, Dean Sampson, ■" 
and is expected to be premiered on . 
a giant screen at the Wheldon Road _ 
groundbefore a televised match. 

Wakefield Trinity. Castlefbrd’s-i 
opponents in their opening match of% 
the season on Sunday, have been ‘ 
boosted by the news that their cap- : - 
tain and former Cas stand-off, Tbny 
Kemp, will be fit to play. 


GATESHEAD THUNDER 

Coadi: Sh.iun McRae. 

Many of Gateshead’s ;=an*| 

names mean little in this 

country, but this is a mi 

thoroughly well-con- 

si rue ted squad. The f 

veteran Kcrrod waiters 

and up-and-coming scrum-half Willie Pe- 

tors ore Key men; if they produce the goods. 

the Thunder could make the top five. 

In: A hand-picked and largely Australian 
squad in which the leading names are: 
Deon Bird (Adelaide). Brian Carney 
I Dublin Blues). Steve Collins (Feather- 
Menei. Mate Daylight (Adelaide), Lithe 
Frisch iSt ueorge). Bren Green (Bris- 
Iwvl. Tbny Grimaldi (Canterbury), bm 
Herron [Pjrramaital. Andrew Kkh (Ade- 
laide). Danny Lee (CronuUti). Adam Ma- 
her (Rochdalcl. Da rid MaMen (Calms). 
vmUe Peters l South Sydney! . Will Robin- 
son (IILiwau.il. Ben Sammut (Cronullj). 
Craig Simon (IIUtvotMl. Itenrod Walters 
l Adelaide). Craig Wilson (Mawarra). 
Prediction: 5th. 


ST HELENS 

Coach. Ellery Hanley (new). 

Last season: 4th. 

Even alter three years . .. »■ « » * 
with Shaun McRae. 

1 1 ci-wheeling Saints f vQl y 
meeting Mr Thorough - .Iw 
in the shape of new 
coach Ellery Hanley - ’ 

represents a clash or cultures. They might 
be neither as bad nor as good as their fluc- 
tuations have made them m the past, but 
/us t a ter more ccvKtsrertr. 
in: Phil Adamson (Pcnnch). Karin Iro 
(Auckland). Ferwl lUllagt (Halifax). 
Out: Brett Goldspink (Wigan). Karla 
Hammond (London), bm Hdkavance 

(Huddersfield | . Damien Smith (i el eased). 
Prediction: 4th. 


WAKEFIELD TRINITY 

Coach: Andy Kelly. 

Last season: 1st (FrstDtv). 
Wakefield Trinity have at — 
least recognised the -T * i ■ 
need to rebuild even if 
they are to be campet- 
itive. They have signed 
better players, but u ’ 

might be a worse team in the short run. 
Even in the longer term and with a bright 
young coach at the helm, it looks an up- 
hill snuggle. 

In: A virtual new team. Including: Adrian 
Brunker (St George). Karin Crouchcrs 
(Bradford). Andy Hogsoo (Bradford). Vwy 
Kemp (Leeds). Willie Pochfn* (Hunslet). 
Ian Thibet (Wigan). Glen Hwnfinsoo 
(Hun). 

Out: Lost year’s team. 

Prediction: 14th. 


HALIFAX BLUE SOX, 


Coach: John Pendlebury. 

Last season: 3rd. 

The surprising success jg 

of Halifax lose season 

was built on fantastic ajjBSHiHp 

team spine, but the de- 

parture of the nun who 

typified that, Karl Har- 

rison. was atrociously 

handled. Even if Gavin Clinch plays just 

as well as last year, it Is hard to imagine 

them doing it again, but it was hard to 

imagine it Tost time as well. 

In: Paul Broad bent (Sheffield). Andy 
Craig (Swincon). Graham Holroyd 
(Leeds). Nfdc Pinkney (Sheffield). 
Craig Randall (Salford). 

Our Simon Baldwin (Sheffield). John 
Bentley (Huddersfield). Craig Dean 

(Leigh). Karl Harrison (Hull). Mo Pow- 
ell (Sheffield). Pared Tbtlagi (St Helens) 
Prediction: Sth. 


BRADFORD BULLS 

Coach: Matthew QDott. 

Last season: 5th. 

After their major disap- $|8J3h 
pointment of last sea- 
son. when they became 
predictable and an coo 
beatable. Bradford have KaB 
gone for the high risk HB0 
strategy of pairing up the ^ 

Paul brothers in the most naturally gift- 
ed midfield in the game. How well it 
works Is the most intriguing question of 
the season. 

Major Incomings: Darid Boy la (Can- 
berra), Soon Naylor (Salford), Henry 
Pauf (Wigan), Lee Radford (Hufl). 
Michael Withers (Balmain). Nkk ZBtl 
(Cronulla). 

Major outgoings: Graeme Bradley (re- 
tired). Matt Cafland (Hull). Abl Ekoku 
(retired). Nathan Graham (Dewsbury). 
Sbmm Knoac (Workington). Paul Medley 
(Dewsbury). IhM Retbana (released). 
Prediction: 3rd. 


WARRINGTON WOLVES 

Coach: Darryl Van de Velde. 

Last season: 10th. 

A couple of quality signings ii l WW£" T 
and the gaNanisfagaff-field iggjjggy 
presence of new chief ex- vflHKr 
ecutive. Peter Deakin. wW 
promise an interesting sea- vjHy 

son at Warrington. There W 

will bean improvement, but 
don’t expect it to be too dramatic In the 
first season or the new regime. 

In: Simon Gillies (Canterbury). Alan 
Hun (Hull). Dean Hamger (Huddersfield). 
Out: Adam Doyle (reteased). Mike Eagar 
(Castieford). Brandon Ibuta (Feather- 
stone). 

Prediction: 9th. 


CASTLEFORD TIGERS 

Coach: Stuart Raper. 

Last season: 6th. 

Cas finished strongly last 

season and If their new- O 

comens, notably James t 

Pickering and Aaron Raper, d’ffSBgflS 

stay healthy they could 

Improve on last season’s 

position and make the 

play-offs. Danny Orr should continue to 

develop into a top-ciass standoff, but they 

may finally lack the depth. 

IfU Michael Eagar (Warrington), Dale 
FHez (North Queensland). James Pick- 
ering (Sydney City), Aaron Raper 
(Parramatta). Dairen Rogers (Salford). 
Out: Darid Chapman (released). Jason 
Crttcfaky (Widnes). Mke Ford (Brom- 
ley). Richard Mdfen (released), Barrie- 
Jon Mather (Sale RU)> Richard RusseB 
(Bramley). Andrew Schick (Keighley). 
Michael Smith (Hull). 

Prediction: 7th. 


HUDDERSFIELD 

GIANTS 

Coach: Malcolm Reilly (new). 

Last season: 1 2 th and last. 
The most significant rSArm 
change Is the arrival of 
Reilly, who will give \B33</ 
them the determination . 
they sometimes lacked T# 

last year. The word Is Y 

that Bobbie Gouldlng is 
responding well ana a lit Nigel wr 


HULL SHARKS 

Coach: Peter Walsh. 
Last season: 9th. 


that Bobbie uouidlng is 
responding well ana a lit Nigel Wright 
would be a huge bonus, 
hr JotnBeaticy Darid Houghton 

(Ade la ide ) . Jim LeMbaa (St Georgj. tanftdw- 
vanes (St Helens) . Auilma (St 

George). Nigel Wright (Wigan). 

Out: Adrian BeBe (Oldham). Jamie FWd 
(Leeds). Dean Hangar (Warrington). Chris 
Orr (released). JefflMiznbstx (released}. 
Prediction: 12th. 


at The Boulevard, with some XiVJMU/ 
dismal pre-season form al- VVyCV 
ready ringing alarm bells. 

Under the drcumstances, 
die last thing they need is M 
the opening night spotlight UU,I1UW 
at a smarting Wteari. A hum Bad ng defeat 
could see panic buttons pressed. 

In: Stove Barrow (Wigan). Matt 
Calland (Bradford). Kan Harrison 
(Halifax). Stephen Holgate (Wigan). 
Andrew Purcell (lllawarra), Robert 
Roberts (Keighley). 

Out: Brad Hop! (released), Alan Hunts 
(Warrington). Mark Johnson (Salford). 
Hltro Okesene (Feathers cone). Lee 
Radford (Bradford). David Step henson 
(Rochdale). Jason Hemu (Newcastle). 
GJea Hxnflnson (Wfetefidd). 
PrecBctkm: 13th. 


WIGAN WARRIORS 

Coach: John Monie. 

Last season: 1st. 

Wigan have already paid die penalty in the 

Challenge Cup for going ■_l h j . 

into the season with a «i|Sw 

squad dutt looks a Bede thm 

In cnidal areas. They stfU \IRP 

have more genuindy world- up 

dass players than anyone. W 

but there might be rivals on 

the block wim more deph and more huger 

this time. 

tec Greg Rcrimo (N Sydney). Bract Gold- 
spbik^t Helens), Mark Reber (N Sydn^. 
Out: Steve Barrow (Hufi). Mark Bell 
(retired). Stephen Holgate (Hull), Rob- 
bie McCormack (retired), Henry Raid 
(Bradford). Nfee! Wright (Huddersfield). 
Prediction: 2nd. 


LEEDS RHINOS 

Coach: Graham Murray. 

Last season: 2nd. 

So dose in 1 998, this 
really should be L ee d s ' MBlffrom 
yean They have been die f|Sfjr*f*y 
quietest of clubs on the 
transfer market, but LS’** 0 
have strengthened Juctt- 
dousty. They also have the best crop of 
young players in the country, several of 
whom will make their mark tie's year. The 
only real question is whether the im- 
pending departure of Murray will affect 
them, but the early signs are that it won’t 
he Jbato FMd (Huddersfidd). Lm Jackson 
(Newcastle}. Karl Pratt (Featherstone). 
One Graham Holroyd (Halifax). 
Prediction: 1st 


LONDON BRONCOS 

Coach: Dan Stains (new). 

Last season: 7th. 

There’s a lower key; more 

businesslike approach at l- u ”%H i r J 

die Broncos this season I 

that could well see them 

make a more convincing Bfctai I 

stab at the top five. Look 

for a big season From new 

captain Shaun Edwards in a novelty. all- 

Pom half-back combination with Karie 

Hammond. 

In: Darron Bradstrout (HUwarra). 
Doan Calloway (lllawarro). Greg Hom- 
ing (Canterbury), Karie Ha mm ond (St 
Helens). Robbie Simpson (St George). 
Bract Hbrton (Wests). 

Out: Mark Carroll (South Sydney). 
Damien Chapman, Wes Cotton, Lake 
Goodwin (ah released), lain Higgins 
(Hunslet), Nick Mar don (released), 
Terry Maocrsoo (retired), Man Salter 
(West Hartlepool RU). 

Prediction: 6th. 


SALFORD REDS 

Coach: Andy Gregory. 

Last season: 11th. 

A sweeping dear-out 

has given Salford a new 

look and there is un- (M^DnK) 

doubtedly a more pos- 

itive mood about the 

place. The question is 

whether Andy Gregory can keep a steady 

hand on the tiller IF they have a bad nm. 

bn Nefl Bayms (Wigan). Darren Brown 


(Widnes). Hudson Smith (Balmain) . 
Bobby Thompson (Penrith). 

Oat: CHIT Ecdes (Swincon), Peter 
Edwards (York). Raul Forber (Work- 
ing Con). Scott Naylor (Bradford). Andy 
Platt (Workington). Oalg Randall (Hat 


fax). Darren 


(released). 
Prediction: 10th 



Runway gives Hansen high hopes of lift-off 


ASH la HANSEN is realty to take a 
East track to gold at the World Indoor 
Championships here on Sunday. 

She believes (he raised rummy at 

the Msebasbi Green Dome is ideally 
suited for her to produce the speed 
which sets her apart from the rest 
of the world's triple jumpers. 

“It's brilliant - lovely and bouncy" 
she said yesterday, likening the sur- 
face to the one at Lievin in France 
where she produced a winning effort 
of 14,81 metres two weeks ago. 

That was the farthest she had 
jumped since setting the world in- 
door record of 15.16m at last year's 
European Indoor Championships; 
and three narrow no-jumps of over 
15 metres in the same competition 
pointed to even greater potential. 


Triple jumper leads British athletes’ medal pursuit at the World 
Indoor Championships. By Mike Rowbottom in Maebashi, Japan 


u rm jumping the same kind of dis- 
tances as I was this time last yean 
so it's very encouraging,” she said 
Hansen, whose summer was ru- 
ined by a heel injury she sustained in 
setting her world record, managed to 
win the Commonwealth tide last 
September with a relatively conser- 
vative jump, but at last month's Bupa 
indoor grand prix in Birmingham she 
showed that she was returning to top 
form when she matched the 14.76m 
recorded by the Czech Republic's 
world outdoor champion, Sarba 
Kasparfeova with her last effort 


Her performance at the national 
indoor arena indicated that she had 
lost none of her competitive in- 
stincts. “I had flu four days before 
Birmin gham and I hadn’t shaken it 
off completely" she said 
Kasparkova is likely to be among 
her dosest rivals tomorrow in a con- 
test which ^ will be witnessed by a sell- 
out crowd of 9,000 -and the Emperor 
and Empress of Japan, who will be 
attending then-first sporting contest 
since the ski jump at last year’s Win- 
ter Olympics in Nagano. It win be a 
contrast in technique. 


“Kasparkova jumps like the old 
style of Russia jumper who muscles 
it out,” Hansen said. “I've trained to 
jump like a man. fm faster on the 
runway than she is." 

Hans en will he taking a legal drug 
on the eve of competition - ibupro- 
fen, an anti-inflammatory agent. “I 
don’t want to feel any niggles, and 
it’s great for sorting them out,” she 
said “I don’t want that worry at the 
back of my mind" 

Two years ago, Hansen had to 
hire a lawyer to get herself into the 
'World Indoor Championships team 


after she had missed the trials while 
she was warm weather training in 
South Africa. Her commitment paid 
oft, as she finished with a silver 
medal. ^ “Now lean pay my legal mb," 
she said 

This time around there have 
been no such complications. She 
may not have a dear run - but at 
least Hansen has a dear runway. 

Of the British contingent, only 
Eddie King was reported to have 
any injury problems yesterday The 
21-year-old Irishman damaged Ms 
calf two days ago, but is still in train- 
ing. 

Maurice Greene, the world 60m 
record hokles arrived here yesterday 
despite suffering a hamstring prob- 
lem in qualifying at last weekend's US 


Indoor Championships. He was un- 
derstandably cautious about pre- 
dicting a world record “I can’t nm 

forit," be said ft Fm just going to run 
the best I can and hope that it will 

happen.” 

Wilson Kpketex; here to defend 
the 800 m title he won in a world 
record two years ago, was equally 
reticent about his chances. The 
natura li s e d Dane, who returned at 
the tan end of last season after 
suffering from malaria while on 
hoGday in his native Kenya, denied 
that 1998 had been a disappointing 
year for him. 

“ft doesn’t matter if Fm lOOthfcest 
or i50th or even 200th. Itfs about how 
I fed. AS long as I enjoy my r unning 
that’s all that mattes to me." 




larren Rogers (Castieford). 
Saveilo {Widnes). Josk White 


SHEFFIELD EAGLES 

Coach: John Hear. 

Lose season: 8th. 

There’s a suspicion that 
Sheffield stin haven’t got 
last year’s Wembley tri- 
umph out of theh- system 
and they could miss Raul 
Broadbent and Paul Can- 
more than they expect. 

The prospect of Kear becoming Leeds’ 
next coach could also prove unsettling. 


Pearson (Halifax). Date Powell (HaSfax). 
Out: Paul Broadbent (Halifax). PWI 
Carr (retired). MRIUe Morganson (re- 
leased), Nkk Pinkney (Halifax) . Lyntno 
Stott (Vteke field), Whctu Ibeara (Hull 
KR). martin inbod (Keighley). 
Prediction: nth. , 


Hansen: Faster on the runway 


’j/i ^ 
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Dallaglio tackles detractors head on 



A FICKLE thing, fame. Three 
months ago to the day 

Lawrence DaUagho was so ob-’ 

viously the flavour of the mo- 
ment that Rick Stein might have 

Efrgjhnd ca p tain into the near- 
est pot and coot him whole 
Victory over a highly moti- 
vated band of Springbok record 
hunters not only appeared to 
justify Clive Woodward's long- 
term faith in DaHaglio’s lead- 
ership skills, but also earned 
the Wasps flanker an undis- 
puted place in the nation's 
sporting pantheon. 

One match later; he has be- 


By Chris Hewett 


come a human dartboard; not 
only do his detractors accuse 
him of being unable to take de- 
cisions in the heat of battle - a 
serious problem for a captain 
- but they claim he does not 
tac k l e , which is a monstrous al- 
legation to throw at any self- 
respecting loose forward. 

Dallaglio has no urgent need 
to fight his corner; for the cam- 
paign against him is every bit 
as fatuous as the recent witch- 
hunt mounted against Martin 


Johnson, but he has never been 
an enthusiastic practitioner of 
the backward step and he de- 
cided yesterday to fight the 
critical fire with a little heat of 
his own. 

‘1 passed my maths pretty- 
well at school and I know how 
many tackles I make," he said 
in KSlin eyas England finalised 
their preparations for tomor- 
row's five Nations rumble with 
the up-and-at-'em Irish at Lans- 
downe Road. “I'm quite happy 
to take criticism on board - none 
of us are above criticism, after 
all - and I accept that we didn't 
meet the standards we set our- 


selves against Scotland a cou- 
ple of weekends ago. However; 
1 wouldn’t want to single out any 
one member of the team as 
being responsible for that per- 
formance, including myself 
“As an international player; 
you know when you’ve played 
well and when you’ve per- 
formed badly I wasn't at all sat- 
isfied with my own efforts 
against the Scots but the same 
could be said for a good many 

of those senior players who 
took the field a fortnight ago. 
There are a tot of very good, ex- 
perienced hands in the England 
side and I would not expect any 


of them to be guilty of two bad 
ones in succession. Again, I in- 
clude myself in that 1 think 
you’ll see a different England at 
Lansdowne Road, one that at- 
tempts to play an adventurous 
game but also does the simple 
things wen and gets the basics 
absolutely right" 

Woodward, the England 
coach, remarked earlier this 
week cm the pressure being ap- 
plied to the starting line^ 
bench replacements and fore- 
most among those ambitious 
wannabes is Martin Carry whose 
prodigious performances for 

Leicester have established him 


as the form No 8 in the country. 
Nevertheless, Woodward never 
seriously considered making a 
bade row dmnge, despite the pn>- 
Corry bandwagon. “Lawrence, 

Richar d Hill and Rarfr malro 

up my favourite back nm^he re- 
iterated after flfednesday’s train- 
ing session at Blackrock. 

You can see why. Back's 
unique brand of support play 
puts England's a ita raring game 
(m a different plane, HUTs overt- 
ly physical versatility malms 
him a central plank of whatev- 
er plan the coach chooses to put 
into operation and Dallaglio pos- 
sesses the priceless ability to ac- 


celerate the pace ofa match vir- 
tually single-handedly. Also, the 

la ffer ig tft p only pr wfihlp natinnal 

captain in the country. Dig out 
the video of last November’s 
shapeless England-Italy World 
Cup quafifiei; a game Dallaglio 
missed, if you require proof 
The Irish, by contrast, were 
in happy go lucky mood yes- 
terday, their management strik- 
ing an intelligent balance < 
between bullish optimism and 
open respect for their English 
foe. “England are one of the 
best sides in the world," pro- 
nounced Warren Gatland, the 
emerald Kzwi from the rugby- 


loving farmlands of Waikato. 
“They will be a little disap- 
pointed with their own lack of 
consistency, I guess, but you 
can’t ignore the fact that in the 
space of 16 months they've 
drawn with the All Blacks, lost 
by a point to the Wallabies in a 
game they should have won and 
beaten the world champions. 

“Still, we’re confident of giv- 
ing a good account of ourselves. 
One of the questions I just 
asked toe players in training 
was: ‘Which of you doesn’t feel 
he's a better player than his op- 
posite number?' I can tell you 
that I didn't get many answers." 


Maggs still 
knocking 
them over 
in midfield 

Ireland's one-man demolition act 
will provide a stem test for England 
in Dublin. Chris Hewett reports 


WHEN JEREMY GUSCOTT de- 
Kevin Maggs as the 
it assassin”, he does so in 
toe profoundly disconcesling 
knowledge that his blood broth-, 
er from Bath is planning to liven 
up tomorrow afternoon’s 
Ireland-England proceedings 
in Dublin with a touch -of frat- 
ricide If Guscott is the high- 
born Prince of Centres, his 
direct opponent at Lansdowne 
Road is the usurper from the 
wrong side of toe West Country 
tracls; a ruthless bit of rough 
who fans glimpsed the good 
things in life and decided they 
are his for the taking. 

Maggs spent so much of his 
early career toaktogupatGus- ; 
cott- or; rather, trying to locate 
him with a pair <rf binoculars as 
he gfidedoffwith the ball under 
one arm - that nothing would 
ffpuse him more than to give 
his dub colleague a taste of the 
good mud dLeinstertois week- 
end. Certainly, he is both phys- 
ically and mwitally equipped to - 
do so; toe 24-year-old Bristolian 
has an unusual take on the “no 
pain, no gain ” philosophy of 
rugby achievement, in so for as 
he believes the “pain" element 
to be the exclusive preserve of 
his opponents. 

Which is precisely why he 
was able to perform the appar- 
ently unperformable at TOimb- 
ley 13 days ago by running 
straight through the brick wall 
known as Scott Gibbs and re- 
ducing Swansea's pride and 
joy to a small pile of rubble that 
sat forlornly on the Welsh 22- 
metre line like some hastily 
<]0istructed mountainside 
memorial. Maggs also helped 
himself to a first-half try during 
that victory, which, came as a 
blessed relief after five straight 
Five Nations’ Championship 
defeats, and was so tickled tor 
the experience that he caught 
toe first Sunday morning train 
out of. Paddington; rushed 
across Bristol to his parents’ 
home and relived the moment 
on video. 

The Irish have been the talk 


of the Five Nations town over 
the last five weeks or so and 
while their pack of reinforced 
concrete has deservedly taken 
the lion’s share of the public 
praise, Maggs’ name i&amcrag 
those most frequently dis- 
cussed among the players and 
coaches. Guscott considers him 
to be one of the hardest tacHere 
in the business - Gibbs would 
surety concur - and if the for- 
mer Bristol kerb-layer cannot 
thread a pass like a Codomieu 
a* sear the tnrf Ifloe a Gecbez; his 
destructive abilities make him 
very nearfy as valuable. After all 
the physical havoc wrought by 
a Free Stater by toe name of 
Joggie Jansen once decided a 
Springbok-All Black series . He, 
too, was a centre. 

Perversely, Maggs might 
not be enjoying the high life 
now were it not for the men 
who managed his home town 
dub into financial oblivion. “I 
signed a two-year deal with 
Bristol at the end of last sea- 
son, which in retrospect wasn't 
the brightest of moves," he re- 
called this week. “We were 
down in the Second Division 
having lost toe play-off against 
London Scottish and the way 
we lost had upset and angered 
me because I felt we hadn’t 
prepared well enough and 
weren’t as hungry as the op- 
position, which was unfbr- 
gjveable. But Bristol was my 
dub and had been since I first 
picked up a ball It was a loy- 
alty thing, I suppose. 

“I talked things through with 
John HDes, who was on toe 
management board, and he 
persuaded me that the dub was 
going places, so I agreed the 
new contract and went off to 
South Africa with Ireland for the 
summer tour. 

“Almost as soon as I arrived, 
my mum phoned me to say 
John had resigned I was very, 
very worried, I can teD you. It 
was while I was on holiday a few 
weeks later that the dub went 
into receivership and the play- 
ers were informed that their ex- 



Kevin Maggs shows the direct running style and physical presence that has made him a such a success at centre for Ireland 


Inpho 


isting contracts would not, 
could not, be honoured I de- 
cided then to move on. Rich- 
mond had been interested and 
within a few days, both Bath 
and Gloucester got in touch. 
One meeting with Andy Robin- 
son, the Bath coach, was 


also knew that the coaching, the 
attitudes, the culture of success 
would be good for me. So it has 
proved. It hasn’t been a good 
season by Bath standards and 
Tm not esactiy proud of the fact 
that I’ve now been involved in 
both Bristol’s and Bath's heav- 


Palmer, Halliday and De 
Glanville, let alone Guscott. 
But Robinson pitched for him 
on toe strength of a majestic 
performance in adversity 
against the Springboks in 
Bloemfontein last June and 
has had no reason to regret it 


' There was no mercy from the New Zealanders. It was a fight for 
survival and we lost some of our games very heavily. A few of my 
colleagues on that trip have not featured in the Ireland set-up since ' 


enough. I knew straight .away 
that the Recreation Ground 
was right for me. 

“It was a bit uncomfortable, 
all toe same. Bath represented 
everything Fd ever stood and 
fo ug ht against as a Bristol play- 
er; they were toe enemy, sim- 
ple as that and fike all the other 
Bristol blokes, rd suffered a hell 
ofa lot because of them. But I 


iest league defeats, but Fve 
won in places where Fd only 
ever been hammered previ- 
ously: I’ve got another two sea- 
sons after this and Fm looking 
forward to every minute of it" 
Maggs was hardly an obvi- 
ous target for Bath; his un- 
flamboyant muscular; route 
one style did not sit easify in the 
grand tradition of Beese, 


“He’s been a big plus," the 
coach agreed recently. “He's a 
heart and soul type and when 
things aren’t going too well, you 
need that sort of honesty." 

According to Maggs, whose 
maternal grandmother hail ed 
from Limerick, the s eminal ex- 
perience ofhis career to date did 
not occur on the high veld of the 
Free State, but on the killing 


fields of rural New Zealand a 
year previously. Freshly select- 
ed by an Irish management 
previously unaware of his eligi- 
bility he was packed off on a de- 
velopment tour of All Black 
country under Brian Ashton, the 
newly appointed national coach. 
It was there that he learned his 
greallesson: that if you show the 
slightest sign of weakness, good 
SCThhemhemjsjfocaneoppaatiwi 
will bury you alive. 

“That was such a desper- 
ately hard tour; I've never 
trained so much in my life and 
never played rugby in such dif- 
ficult circumstances- The tour 
organisers set us into the heart- 
lands, the real one-horse towns 
where the game is a way of life, 
and there was no mercy from 
the New Zealanders. It was a 
fight for survival, really and we 
lost some of our games very 
heavily. A few of my colleagues 
on that trip have not featured 
in the Ireland set-up since. 


“But you grow together as a 
team when you experience 
something like that and I think 
this current Irish side has gone 
up several levels over the last 
few matches. We’re fit, our de- 
fence is getting stronger all the 
time and we have some world- 
class players in important 
positions. We’re pretty relaxed 
about this game, actually, and 
that comes from confidence in 
each other. Well discover a lot 
about ourselves this weekend." 

Just as Guscott and Matt 
Perzy the other Bath regular in 
the England line-up, expect to 
discover one or two things 
about their dub-mate. “It's nice 
to see Matt in the side at full- 
back," smiled Ma g gs. the old 
Bristol spirit coursing through 
his veins once a gain. “Tve al- 
ready had a word in his ear and 
he knows that when the first 
high baft goes up, FU be under 
it like a shot Well, it would be 
rude to back off wouldn't it?” 


Yates 
banned 
for a 
month 

by David Llewellyn 


THE BATH prop Kevin Yates 
was yesterday banned for 28 
daysbyaRugbyFbotball Union 
disciplinary panel for his stamp 
on the Wasps flanker Paul Vol- 
ley in an Allied Dunbar 
Premiership match at the 
beginning of last month. It 
means the Bath player will be 
out of action until 1 April 

The panel which met at 
Twickenham, decided that 
Yates was not guilty of wilfully 
stamping on Volley — the 
penally for which would have 
been a 12-week ban — but 
found him guilty of the lesser 
charge of recklessness. 

The ban is a further blot on 
Yhtes* record after he had been 
found guilty of biting the ear of 
the London Scottish flanker 
Simon Fenn a year ago for 
which he was banned for six 
months. But Yates is not out of 
hot water yet The RFU has yet 
to consider another charge re- 
lating to the ear-biting inci- 
dent That will be heard at a 
date still to be decided. Yates is 
alleged not to have paid £20,000 
towards London Scottish's 
legal costs, incurred during 
the hearing 13 months ago. Ifhe 
is found guilty then he could 
face a further six-month 
suspension. 

France have been forced 
into making a late change to 
their team to face Wales at toe 
Stade de France tomorrow. 
The Brive flanker, Olivier 
Magne, is suffering from a foot 
injury and his place in the back 
row is taken by toe debutant 
Marc Raynaud, of Narbonne. It 
is -the first time Magne has 
missed an international 
through injury since bis debut 
in 1997. 

Richmond have yet to decide 
whether to apply for an ad- 
ministration order after ad- 
mitting they have run up losses 
this year of a reported £1.5m. 

Their owner Ashley Levett 
wants to reduce his stake in the 
dub by up to 25 percent and the 
dub is looking into ways of 
raising the necessary £l.4m 
which would allow them to re- 
tain their present playing staff 

With weekly outgoings esti- 
mated at between £85,000 and 
£80,000, induding the £15,000 
rent they pay to Reading FC for 
use of toe Madejski Stadium 
and its facilities, it is likely that 
the administrators would have 
to consider trimming the play- 
ing staff and cutting wages. 


Blow to British events 


BRITAIN'S MAJOR international 
athletics meetings have been 
relegated. 

Jt a press conference here 
yesterday, Istvan Gyulal sec- 
retary general of the Interna- 
tional Amateur Athletic 
Federation, confirmed that this 
season’s meetings at Sheffield 
and Gateshead, formerly of 
grand prix status one and two 
respectively, would be reduced 
in status this year because 
they foiled to generate suffi- 
ciently good results in 1998. 

"Performances last year 
were below standard in both, 
cases," said Gyulai, who ac- 
cepted the re-grading would 
m^fthanjertoattracttivpa^- 
fbnners and sponsors. “If you 

mnrP 


W ‘T 

and television coverage." 

If the five Golden League 
meetings represent the Pr® - 
miership of the LAAF season, 
the grand prist one meetings 
correspond to the Nationwide 
First Division. Sheffield thus 


by Mike Rdwbottom 

in Maebashi, Japan 


finds itself in the Second Divi- 
sion, and Gateshead, which is 
reduced to a permit status, in 
the Third. Division. 

It is an untimely blow for UK 

Athletics, whose launch six 
weeks ago was marred by the 
news of Doug Walker’s adverse 
doping test 

“We are obviously very dis- 
appointed and we shall be doing 
everything we can to setback 
into Division One," said the UK 
Athletics chief executive, Dave 
Moorcroft who has guided the 
domestic sport back from its fi- 
nancial collapse of October 

1997. “We spoke to the IAAF and 

gave them assurances that 
Shat happened last year was an 
exception.^ WfepromSsedtoat toe 
finandalprobtemswouldnotbe 
repeated. That was obviously 
not enough-” 

It is also the second impact 
in the space of four days on 
Sh effi eld's sporting pride. On 


Monday, Sheffield’s supposed 
pride of place within toe Na- 
tionalAcaderty of Sport network 
was revealed to be no more than 
a turn of phrase. Having been 
chosen as the site of the UK 
Sports Institute in December 
1997, the city will not now be toe 
national centre for any of the 
major Olympic sports. 

•' The feet that the meeting at 
Qatar has been granted grand 
prix one status is not likely to 
ease the blow in British eyes. 

The IAAF also postponed 
ary decision on the venue of the 
2003 World Championships, for 
which London is toe only bidder 
so foe from May to November. 
II The ailing International Am- 
ateur Athletic Federation pres- 
ident, Primo Nebiolo, has 
flnnnrmrod that he will stand 
again for toe leadership of the 
sport's world body this yean 
The 76-year-old Itaftan, who has 
often been criticised for his 
autocratic style, has suffered 
from cancerfortoe past decade 
but has toasted it has not af- 
fected his abiStytobcdd down the 
No 3 ranking job to world sport 


Royce takes on 
Olympic task 


JON ROYCE, England’s Under- 
21 men’s coach, is the surprise 
choice to. lead Great Britain’s 
women to the Sydney Olympics. 
In announcing the decision yes- 
terday the Great Britain Board 

alsn annmmpiri that. Eng land’s 

Australian coach, Barry 
Dancer; has been appointed as 
the men’s coach. Both will re- 
turn to their England roles 
after the Olympic campaign. 

An existed Royce said yes- 
terday. “Women's hockey is ar- 
guably toe premier team sport 
for women so bang coach to the 
Great Britain women is the 
equivalent to befog the England 
frwhall manager. A very im- 
portant post I am looking for- 
ward to harnessing the 
potential of some writing tal- 
ent in the British game. 

“I see the girts as being par- 
ticular^ good to paying atten- 
tion to detail but there is a need 
for considerable improvement 
to their physical condition." 


HOCKEY 


By Bex colwill 


With a qualifying tourna- 
ment next March at Milton 
Keynes, time is not on Royce’s 
side. “It’s an ambition fulfilled 
but ifs all going to be a bit 
hectic." 

TWO players likely to fea- 
ture in Boyce's plans for Syd- 
ney will be in opposition at 
Cannock tomorrow - Sutton 
Coldfield’s Jane Sixsmith and 
Slough’s Karen Brown. 

Slough, along with leaders 
Ipswich, have already secured 
their place in the end-of-season 
play-offe but for Sutton -in the 
relegation zone - defeat could 
be disastrous. Clifton Scottish 
life, Slough's opponents on 
Sunday to a rearranged game, 
have also qualified for the play- 
offs. One point for High town at 
home to Ipswich would com- 
plete toe top four places. 


SNOW REPORTS in association with WorldCouer Direct 


SKI HOTLINE 


Detailed independent snow and 
weather reports from 1 80 resorts 

FhrsL obtain the access code for 
the resort of your choice. 
Phone or Fax 0870 51 OO 843 
(the Fax lists codes for 180 re- 
sorts) 

To listen to the latest snow and 
weather report: 

Phone 0901 47 70051 + code 

For a fax copy of the latest snow 
and weather report: 

Fax 0906 55 00 086 + code 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


Resort Area 

open 

ANDORRA 

Comment Slopes (cm) 

Lwr Upr 

Lost 

snow 

Temp Forecast 

Arinsal 100% 

AUSTRIA 

Spring snow 100 

no 

23.2 

-2C Unsettled 

Auffacft 100% 

Great at altitude 80 

280 

24.2 

2C Variable 

Oberau 100% 

BULGARIA 

Good for beginners SO 

260. 

24.2 

ic Variable 

Borovets ....100% 

CANADA 

Excellent AO 

120 

23.2 

- 1 C Clear, sunny 

Jasper 99% 

FRANCE 

Packed powder 80 

125 

3.3 

-16C Snow 

Chamonix — S0% 

Upper runs great 130 

320 

24J 

1C Variable 

Courchevel ....95% 
riALy 

Most areas open 163 

287 

24.2 

»7C 5now 

Cortina _.95% 

All A sectors open 30 

60 

33.2 

-AC Changeable 

San Ca$4anel0O% 
SCOTLAND 

5eila Ronda open 40 

70 

22.2 

-3C Changeable 

Cairngorm .,..80% 
SWITZERLAND 

Plenty of snow couer35 

65 

4.3 

-2C Wintry 

Matter 100% 

UNITED STATES 

Excellent 95 

200 

24.2 

-2C Changeable 

Kllllngton 85% 

Fresh snow 30 

125 

3.3 

-2C Snowjhrs 


Information suppTied by Ski Hotline 


A detailed four-page summary of 
conditions in lea resorts 

Fax 0906 55 00 601 

Helpline; 0870 51 33 3*5 
Calls to 0901 eoft 60p per min. 0906 cost £1 per min. 0070 calls are standard national rate. 


On or off piste, with WorldCover you’re covered. 


0800 365 121 

ONE CALL AND YOU'RE COVERED 

wwwjM» 4 feM*X 4 ra Tho reported 
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Williams warns of the unexpected 


THE CHELTENHAM Gold 
Cup always seems so easy to 
solve at this time of the jean 
The form of the previous year’s 
encounter is laid out in front of 
us and the more pertinent 
evidence of recent racecourse 
performances is in the form 
book. Finding the victor always 
seems to be less prediction 
than deduction. Somehow, 
though, it never turns out quite 
like that. 

The Blue Riband may be the 
the conditions chase that en- 
riches its winners like no other 
in the calendar but it is hardly 
a contest that similarly fills 
the pockets of dedicated pun- 
ters. Cool Dawn, the winner last 
year; was sent off at 25-1, and he 
inherited the crown from a 
20-1 shot in Mi* Mulligan. The 
man who backed both has yet 
to make himself available for 
public scrutiny. 

Yet their’s is not the most ou- 
trageous tale. That came in 1990 
when a horse trotted out of his 
corrugated shed on a mQk form 


By Richard Edmondson 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Spirit Of Steel 
(Kelso 2.50) 

NB: Rocheburg 
(Kelso 4.30) 


in Carmarthenshire to take the 
Gold Cup. His example has 
alerted Venetia Williams, the 
trainer of one of this year’s 
favourites, Teeton Mill, that 
she is not challenging for a 
championship that observes 
the script entirely faithfully. 

“Over the last few years the 
race has had a habit of throw- 
ing up surprises." she said yes- 
terday. *i remember being 
annoyed when I rode in a 
hunter chase at Chepstow and 
was beaten by a former Hfelsh 
point-to-pointer. who turned 
out to be Norton’s Coin [our 
100-1 winner].” 

L’Escargot was the last 
horse to win two Gold Cups (in 
1970 and the following year) and 
Williams believes it is another 
Irish horse who now stands 
between her and the highest 
shelf on the rostrum. “Obvi- 
ously there is Florida Pearl.” 
she said. “He is unbeaten in the 
races he has completed and 
hasn't been fully extended." 

A similar comment could be 
applied to Teeton Mill himself 
He has won four races this 


term, including a Hennessy 
Gold Cup and King George VI 
Chase, lending the increasing 
thought along the way that be 
would become the first grey to 
win a Gold Cup since Desert 
Orchid in 1989. 

Teeton Mill had some tech- 
nical problems after Kempton. 
but tile manner in which he ran 
away from a field at Ascot 
over a distance short of his best 
two weeks ago, suggested the 
chassis was back to its finest 
working order 

The 10-year-old is now 
supremely race hardened and 
will not be asked to 
accomplish anything too stren- 
uous in the Festival build-up. 
"He wilijust be doing (he same 
as I usually do with him over the 
next two weeks," Williams said. 
“We will not try to do anything 
different and keep him in one 
piece.” 

It was an odd facet of Teeton 
Mill’s Ascot success that some 
observers attempted to see 
weakness in his win. It was 
opined that the horse had ex- 
hibited so much acceleration 
that there had to be a doubt 
about whether he would get the 
extended three miles and two 
furlongs of the Gold Cup jour- 
ney. 

“They said he wouldn’t be 
quick enough and then they 
said he wouldn't stay further;" 
Williams said “I was actually 
quite amused by it I know the 
press have got a job to do, to 
write about racing and make it 
interesting, although a couple 
of times this season I might not 
hove been so charitable." 

The trainer has less good 
news to offer about another one 
of her suu* tu**ns, Happy 
Change, a Grou^cuoa per- 
former on the Flat who has yet 
to show whether his skills 
stretch to the winter game. He 
had been intended to start his 
racecourse education in the 
Kingwell Hurdle at Wincanton 
last month but was forced to 
miss that engagement He will 
now also be absent for the 
Champion Hurdle itself 

“We have just run out of 
time to get him ready for Chel- 
tenham," Williams said “Hfe 
will play it by ear and when he 
is ready to run we will see what 
there is. Time was a bit tight 
and unfortunately; we ran out" 


KELSO 


2.20 llaltabad 
2.55 Spirit Of Steel 
3.25 Knockara Fair 


HYPERION 

3.55 Feels Like Gold 
4 JO SCOTMAIL LAD (nap) 
5.00 Zamhareer 


n oft KELSO MEMBERS JUVENILE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
“yi E) £3,000 added 4YO 2m 110yds Penalty Value EL388 

i m RAHABAD (15)(D) iSr Pb» O&fcWrt) J FtafimB Tl 4. _ A Dobbin 

6 CHARTER NO»L(FR|(W)(& Ms Rfemota Anderson Gteen) A Qrten C CB Stray 

? 050F HAPPY QJW5 (11) UWBamOT D MdtaC *JC _...D JMaffell 

* Pi SUM PW0R (<>) (0*B N IMriUns) DVVttam S C. 1 Jw*w(7) 

b b TAAtQD (IS) |Tho Dn±to QaggmJ M Hammond O C .... Jittering 

6 4 OWERMUS(nn&-«VlWWE«nt»rt7 CUeOflnwekCT 

- 6 tSadvtd — 1 

BETTING 1 M nalutml, i« Cbtaw NOa. 8-1 Ttekkt 20-1 SBm Prior, 25-1 Charter Roy* 35-1 
H^tpyDayi 

T?9S Haifagaa *3 1TP Carbary on b* (Ms S BrsroJiRE!) Q ran 

FORM GUIDE 

llohU oti: R>rm<a beaten Wiwxjtna by tutfuar+ng pair Sim^y (Vied and Dan 
qpfira Prrccfanni. .V Wrthcrby and Doncaster first two otnti both on son Sirtact 4- 
U easy nxmr hroaoH a Turnon latest start Has clearly tfw best term here 
Charier Royal; Has French |umpng pochgree w-t. MY lengths sxth of ton bumper 
a MiEUttv(pi (good to f»m) an racecatebo dfjbut 

Happy Days: Modest mataen on Fa NoiBvan that good os yet oxer fwtSw. though 
was n contentm when CiAnq Z out a Carfcfa (2m t( heavy) Uliret start 
SHm Prion Pom on Rot 100-1 20 lengths fourth at fl to Oangwman at New- 
(?tn heavy) second Stan over Ivtfos. Needs radical mprorement 
Ttaklri: Forty useful fatal Flta term, sold 22000 guneos 6-1 wt beaten sixth of « a 
4Bn)tan at Musstftraqh Cm. good to firm) on hutfing debut, faring tan 2 out 
Cinder Hitts: Fav nWcAo-dctanco wvtnor it tho mud on FUL 8-t 20 lengths fourth of 
C to Jura Jewrt .« Marfa* Rosen (anil soft) on taring debut. WB reprove 
VERDICT; IteMd and Ctnder Hate should reprove conssferattv on the* debut ef- 
forts r; amc but a & untttefy that eflwwi bo able to cope «tah ILAHABAD today The 
laxomoi term a head nnd shoJdera above the tost and he acts on soft ground 


- C5JFP FffttSfrHU- (H)6J (Mari Thompson! V Thompson O Tj 2 - - - -Mr M Thewpeon 

? -P30FO KJHGStANE(t3)(JUDun| JOun « n 2 ASSnrifa 

3 3SF *ttJCBMAWWpeW(NCOwnfUHtancr«7n2 BHwtSng 

TJ TO>o MH BRUNO (11) IS G Brim) M Bonos 6 n 2 STbytor 

n 4UW SfWTT OF STEEL 07) iB T Stewart -Brown! Time n 2 JCtfaghm 

■3 -0C3DP OUR CAROL (17 ) h Bortndgt)) F ttrtagh ron B Storey 

13 -CPUS SHOHARASW«rpi){AiiGurrBlPltntB!h3tJTl _ . .. CMcConntekP) 
- U declarer! - 

BETTWQ: 1 1-* MenehMr. SpM 01 SCee*. 7-2 Bold AcUen, *1 Cfurfia Foxtrot. t2-1 lUfor Harria, 
14-1 Casda Rod. 20-1 Hr Bum, 25-1 ether* 

•33F S«anois^r IM H It e R Sin* 3 tl bt (L Lwi0C| « rar 


ptfa* 

■s te a 















Teeton Mill, Gold Cup joint-favourite and master of Aramstone Stables, near Ross-on~Vfye, takes a stroD yesterday with his trainer, Venetia Williams 


Robert He 


Stewards puzzled by Tate’s sweet win 


Kelso 4.30 


A SIX-LENGTH victory by a 
20-1 shot in the “Showcase 
Handicap", the Tote Hurdle at 
Ludlow yesterday, attracted 
the attention of the track’s 
stewards. 

Two Lords, trained at Kid- 
derminster by Martin Tate, had 
been available at 33-1 in the 
morning, largely because he 
was 19fo out of the handicap. 
The seven-year-old had been 


the subject of a stewards’ in- 
quiry earlier in the season at 
Bangor when Thte was fined 
£700. Yesterday the Ludlow 
stewards looked into the im- 
proved form by Two Lords, 
compared with his last run at 
Haydock in January when he 
was beaten 50 lengths into 
fourth place. 

The stewards noted Tate's 
explanation that Two Lords 


was suited by the better 
ground. Tate said: “This was 
only the horse's fourth run fra- 
me. He had been breaking 
blood vessels, but we've man- 
aged to sort that out now. He’s 
also been hunting and that 
sweetened him 19 as wen." 

On the Cheltenham Festival 
front, Val Ward yesterday con- 
firmed City Hall as a runner in _ 
the Champion Hurdle. ' 


The trainer said the grey re- 
mained in excellent form fol- 
lowing his good second to 
Decoupage in the Tote Gold 
Trophy when giving that win- 
ner 101b. “I wouldn’t expect 
himtobeatlstabraqbothewas 
runner-up in the Triumph Hur- 
dle last year and Td be de- 
llghtedifhewasplacedagain," 
Ward said. City Hall, who wooid. 
be best suited !^ good to soft 


going, was a 66-1 shot with 
Wffliam Hflllast night 

Howard Johnson said that 
Direct Route, one of the 
favourites for the Queen Moth- 
er rhampinn Chase, is “odds- 
against” running at the 
FestivaL Bad weather has badly 
hampered his preparation 
since the gelding burst a blood 
vessel when well beaten behind 
Teeton Mifl a£ Ascot last month. 


ag tj 5-1 5-1 M 

5-1 6-1 6-1 5-1 M 

SI M SI SI SI 


2S1 ZS1 Wt M 
2S1 2S1 20-1 25-1 


GOING.- Soft (Heavy n placas) 

■ UnOUatng courae Ftixvn of two furiongs 

■ Courso re N of town off BW8V ADMISSION; Club EW (Juvon 16-21 hart- price) on 
SataSSuna, Club OOvmekdays. TattoraaAs C7 (QAP» & Studems E4. accotittawd umtar- 
Tfis Ireef CAR PARK: Free 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: Mrs M Rsvstay 36 Mms from 129 runners (success rate 
2T9-.V M Hammond 22- B9 COA^). P MonWOt U-109 (126%). G M Moore -0-56 (232%l 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: P Niven 39 wtas from T30 ndes (success rate 30*.f. A Dob- 
bin 2C-156 1167*0), B Storey 20-m pifl*-). R GanBty 1S6S (231 “t) 

■ FAVOURITES: «8 mns r 404 races HUBS). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME; Springtes Tower ISO) 


FORM GUIDE 

Bold AcBan: Goes wel on heary ground, winning novee handap at Hatfam pmlfj 
and sectmio Chamwig Aitaral M Cailsie {amH) latest start. One lo consider 
Cberfie Foxfirot Not easy to assess afte three rfsaa starts, staving pramtae against 
Ngb-dasavvaviera first tec occasor s and ttwn benefiOlng tan ihe M2 out qfodtB- 
on Matboraugh h muddng raceat H^dock Pm( soft). First try beyond &n4< 
MonHiw. None too u unas tent over fences (despite fonn figuree) and «a tried h 
bb*ers far hs good second a Sedgeftald pm3( good) last Bna Acts on heevy 
Cud* Rad: W starts over fences witfsxt a mfa. Stays «• end second over C&D 
(heavy) last month was easiy the best Iw last fame starts. Stiff task t* the welrfrls 
Craee Tfie Httefcora UghOy raced and arty occasional farm fance in (Men) far Charts 
Brooks, when shaped Be a stayer. No premtae an only rui tar new yeid 
Desperate Day*: Has had plenty t* pradfca ewer fences but b all without awn Stsyc 
tha mp, but form suggesb he is most imBeiy to humph hera 
Fkrgerhkh Poor staying farm in nonce chase s bis hi *86 an a scuta nrtaoa No 
pnmse n two &rts at SedgahskS Igoad id soil) an return to achon hi November 
Kings Lane Below farm last sewn starts, marfcedy so on most outastona. Says tho 
trip and acts on me 90UKL but faces a stiff task here own on hta best torni 
Mafor Hanfa: Vtaid be very nsich n Ihe rectaraig on he hutteefarm, but »«, below 
best on two of last three starts and is unraced far 13 months. 8amre itep wwn as 
a (w effectiveness on soft gmuta. Makes hi* chasng debut today 
Mr Bruno: Form suggests orty chance is tost improvement with step up from 2m4| 
Spirit Of Steak H3*-t»wher to See More Busbess WWe-margln wre of now* hurts 
at Hexham (3m. soft) fa March Junped wel on chasfetg debut ta Sedgeflefa (3m3L 
good). T} lengths befand Merahaat hil as att ig wtth probabBty of impnwame nt 
Ow Caret Probably a stayer, but only a poor one. No shew on chasing debut 
Stature's Way: Some chance on (he bsst of her hudfas farm, wheft waa gw 3m 
on very soft ground Has accompfshed very Btlte. however, ht fau starts over fences 
VERDICT: Bold Action and Menshaar have aimfar farm but the vale goes to the 
ec-bsh CHARUE FQXIROT res returned to acllan this sasan fadng much staler 

assignments wer fences than this: ha 0 open to snpra wm ent. Seraral of the others 
woukf have to be cataaeml on tear very best farm, eashy me most nterssting behig 
SpM Ol StaeL who should be vnt suted by the graund 


jo eel NORMAN DALGETTY HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) 
£12,000 added 3m if Penalty Value £8,098 

1 -OBBl SHAHAflAWIY(g)(Mit A Hdle ra r)Flkiphy<l'Btl AlfagobeB 

2 D- OR FHLS L9CE GCXD (13) (CD) ^rtbpenckrt twne Moiiaaxhg Co) N FfcSircfc T1 T1 3 

ADofJbto 

3 2BZ5P BAtmJC(13)R{ThB«PBrto»mp)WKwnpB«t2 Bttatnfl 

4 43U445 POLITICAL TOWBt (B3) f3 R S Itanj Rltan12X)5 BStety 

s TBRB SOLSSHTH (3<3 (Q (Khnsstan Fams^ J BxdRr B D 2 C McCormack (3) 

-5cbcbrad- 

VUtt M 7-4 Fm* Lta GaU, IK BMytoa, H SolagMt. W RoBfaaf Ttmuc 

«6: Davy Baton BOAS arifa 8-1 (T CUgstty) 8 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Stanagrary: Fine tawnoa on bits of hfah tarn, terra state it in five starts ha^ winning 
4-nimr forty 2-flrteher) race A ftfasatabush from Master Baram Acts on heavy 
Peels Lflte Gokfc C3D wfaner on heavy In Noranfau ShoUd go wel agate Judged on 
ktost thrd to HcAybartt Buck in 0ia Oder at Newcastle Hmlf) 3fa hfafiar here 
BeflyBne: Down to bat wrrttg mark, from Wore aBb i (3m) in Oclobec Inconsistent 
ainca.budoubtU stayer (made most) In the Bdar bat kna Unproven on heevy 
RoWeal Tower Cya usry wal treated on hb WB7/9B farm, but mostly long way below 
that bvef this farm. Best form b also « aru so big dottofs ewer hm today 
Sotogirth: Won twice over 2mif to the mud hera in the adum Abo ran wel when 
second over 3m1f at Ayr, but two of three auttofp since haw been dsappeinting 
VERDICT: With rnafordouatswortoByfine (ground), Pofltfcanbwarftrfa and we#- 
batog) and Sobgkth (recent farm) thbtatotad go to one of the two np4«al^ii& Feeta 
Like Gold (oaks more retabta then SHANAGARRY but ff the appicafan of fSreMbia 
btetora was the ley to Ns retun to tom at Musestou^t bat ttne. Sbena^ny ooiid 
adi be on a most ientam rmrk totby 


Snriddy ted: Stays 3ra but uforoven on very soft. VIM below torni bat three atarfa 
over hudes. pided up on tvm oftham. Hard to fancy 

My StatasOoe Shoufa be aUfad by tfis top and grauta. but below farm test two outtogs 
and b out of me handcap proper 

VERDICT: EasSy me two most tofaresttog nmere are Scotmall Led and 
ROCHEBURG both ratoUa aorta the fanner a nwfce wflh oonsfawabb potential at 
8w trip and the fatfar a game wtoner fa fasting condttans o«r thte trip bat tkm. 


"ocl HENNESSY COGNAC SPECIAL SERIES FINAL (NOVICE 
HURDLE) (B) £20,000 2m 21 Penalty Value £13,680 

•CT2 MAJOR SPONSOR p4>dh(SPQranamUflOMMoow7n » . . — J C tlagh w i 

G3 TESSAJDEBD)(8F)(RlByftrtnsnfto)MssJACarracho7Tl9 ADobttn 

5-CF3 AHRAYOOUBtfYOtl (20) (D) (R Meibu A Swe) Wa S SnkhSII S SDarack 

■M20f KGORRAT (20) (VfcaHyrrt) JGddr 5 T1 6 -DByma 

22IC CRAZY HOFBE p7) (C) pF) (ArfteytwiKIrwes&nwrsLiTWEtfl L Lings 6 0 6RSuppb 
-OUJf KNOCKARA RM £9) (Q (t Ms RipngndArtasrsanGMi)J Charter 0 RGB Moray 

6C2CUS BBiy NOMAfTE (8) (R ftetn) UsSSmtiS tr 2 H WMdrBon 

a nWSONEV (FH) (170) (D F Sis) U HamaiJ 4 O 8 BHtnflng 


SHIP HOTH_ EYEMOUTH HURDLE (HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) £4,000 added 2m 6f 110yds Pena! 
Value £2,892 


enl CYRIL ALEXANDER MEMORIAL NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS D) £6,000 added 3m If Penalty Value £4,241 

?ufp; BOLD ACTION 111) (D) lbs SyMi BCtefay) J Timor 6110.. TRsed 

I44F1 CHARLffi FOXTROT (20) (Kebo MentaRS LCtalyere OUM Mss Lffasaail ? rsSEtoack 

STCS: MENSHAAR (17) (0) (Usa S Btirbargi L Lugo 7 fl 0 RSuppbB 

■S25TP CASTLE RED (17) (Gcrcfcn aom'Bwt Wrsoffl J Howard inracn 8 H Z ADatebB 
334FP CROSS THE RUBtCON (17)|PI HatatG A HarksrSIl 2. .. . CJbter(7)8 
HW DESPERATE OAVS W3) IftedKrtyl FKrtry X) n 2 _JSuppb 


BETTI WL 44 Crazy Hons, 7^ (fafar Sponsor. M Knoctora Fsh; 10*1 Tanaioa, Bagonfa, 2B-1 
Aknydcubbyeu,1bgaerwk 30-1 BBy Nomaia 
333 Le«cus|to)« toSJCofadanfrl (Tt»)9ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Ma)or Sponsor: Has won three of live starts orar hudfas tta season, most recertify 
by 13 fangtfa from Lord Lamb at Newcastle (fan. heavy). No dsgrace to be put in hb 
t>ace by rvgh-cfaso Barton m Doncaster (2m4f) latest start Should go dose 
Teestaoe: WseU tn4I mner on Rat Easiy best of 3 hutJes efforts when 2-bngths 
cecond u Lord Lama at Newcastle {2m, good to soft). Unproven on soft grouta 
Afraydaubleyou: Wan at Markat Rasen (2mil soft) n November. Storiar form with 
two placed dims snea 3'.': lengths thed to Mr Busby at Heydodr bet tsne 
D egon e t Got his act together to make al (quddy n a long bad) n B-rumer race at 
Ayr {an. soft) bsf bne, easiy wrong by 8 lengfha Has to nforowr agato 
Crazy Horse: Winner of two at hb five starts tho farm, and ruvter-up n the other s . 
Beat Uap Sponsor ?!? lengths fa Ayr pm, heavy) n December but s now 4b worse 
oft Should nave no OfGcuRy with me step u> n tnp. Sometknes rather wayward 
Knockara fbk: Vby prcmsng 6 lengths mrd of 17 to Al Gang at Doncasiv. toyaesanre 
winner a: 1-3 » Kebo (2m, heavy) 17 days bur. Vary much one to note 
BUy Nomads: Gotta tourih last ante, but that was n a nantfcap off 75 Swi task 
Ttogmev: Placed on the Fla n France and sewuh of 12 over hudes at Auteui Rated 
a gotta prospect by hs trailer, but thte tools a very stiff introduction 
VERDICT: Knockara F«tr looks a very tota e ur i g contender, partfcubrty with the 
s»0 up n trp. but on form he has a lot to fata with betn Malar Sponsor and CRAZY 
HORSE-Thrsparorectosely mdched on Iherrrwemg a Ayr n December and noth- 
ng we have seen snee atom me vi e w t ha t there btttta between toom. P refamnoe b 
ft? Crazy Horse because he has potentalto rrnrove with his fast try 


1 29T» CRYSTAL GFT (13) (C) (t*s L M Wfcns) A Wh9ara 7 n t) fJnbw(7) 

2 Q4A SCOTMAIL LAD R7) (Gortto aotoBertVftbti^ G M Mooe 5 11 to—NHm*y{5) 

3 -42B52 OAT COUTURE (IIHAdtejtWkhraslnwtsLniBdlLUligj till 7 — RSUppbB 

4 31-43F CASHB0KM(C0)S)rTAybdrt«TCwrit1t3 NSmtt 

5 232321 ROCHB3URG SO) CT fG B FaktaM FUrtatfifi E 3 CMcComwckp) 

6 P33DP- TOBY(3aB)(CO)fB»antoDeft4NHchads6t)0 — ADobbto 

7 2TBD8 ENSARrODEA(18Z)(TheOpknniS|WKenp8tl5 8H*rfing 

9 3-4090 KAKASKJA(Zq (iHoratcf Johraon) JHoindJarraonBtJa LCeopsr(7) 

9 316020 NORMAN CONQUEST (17 ) (B A KAssocUbs) M Hammond 6 DO NHanoetafB 

t) *FP0P SHJDOY LAD (1^ (R SHeb) R Stas B D 0 SMatomp) 

tl «2OD0 MY SAUARRLO $7) (T A Barnes) M Barnes 5 tJ 0 STkytor 

-lltecbmd- 

kUmum iragto tot Sue tatafep efaglb.' Xabafatr Ss 13b. Abeaw Omus) M 17b. 
ted 9a rac^iiysatetoossrOb 

BETTING: 11-4 Roetobotg. B4 Ob Caukn, 6-1 Scotowfl led, 1« Crystal Qtt, 8-t Cash Boa, 
Cgnant, 10-1 Kakasfvte. 12-1 ottwra 
■896. Onyouorm (to) 5 tl 0 A S Smith 20-1 (J H Johnson) 5 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Crystta Gffe Acts m heavy 9ound wtoner and second at Ayr h January Not 
qude so good on three nats over 2m4f to 3nx tourih of 8 to Robbo b Newcastle 
Seototefl Led: Conabbra novice, winner three times already on heavy pound Ms term 
Thu was tan 2mll to 2m4'H but tt*j tongar trip wfl sua ton even better 
Oat Coefare: Fokrned poor effort over fences af^r wtai good aecorta of 8 ffSHersd 
flrst time) n handcap Nude at Cctoandr (2m1t heavy). SioUU stay IHa top 
Cash Box: C&D whnar (soft) bat Apd by 3'A lengths. Has run credtably off Ms 8to 
hi^wr mark Ms season without wtatog, end baaicaly locks wefc/tfed to the frit 
Hochebw^ Oonebterit thb torm, partcUarty good efforts to novice events on soft 
at Ayr bat two stem when second ow 2m4f and wMrig by 5 bng&» owe 2mBf 
Ibby. Moody in good farm tats to 887, mckjdng owe 3m on henry but tost hb farm 

fast two outtogs and has now bean absent far 388 days. Drapptog in the anights 
Dysart ODaac Won twice at around 3m (once on soft) h JuieWM below torni to 
handfaaps last two starts to the summer and pobabiy best watched on return 
Kafc eshde: Mataan hurtBec tried from an to 3m3t last season and maricedy 
toconsatent (beat effort when bantered over 2m on soft pa m dtt nato start) this farm 
Narnten Conquest Inoonaisbrt maiden, some chance an hb 6 lengths second of 5 
to Marigbno a Haydodc (2m. bo(!) p e m W iiate atari. Retnofa on one try aanA'M 


Newbury 


HYPERJON 

2.10 Tales Of Bounty 2.40 Dangerous Guest 3.15 
Edelwels Du Moulin 3.45 Act Of Faith (nb) 4^0 
Artadoln Lad 4.50 Dark Romance 5J25 Stalbridge 
BUI 


8 JG5 TALES OF BOUNTY (8) D Ebacxti It 0 _..PHa«oy 

9 : UAFIQUAKTE («) □ WWe O 9 Mogford ( 7 ) 

0 0 MRS PKKLS (F1A) U tuner «j 9 ... JCdtofy 

n 3 TirEpi)DvrtfcBTBC3 _ acssfara 

-ff dsebfstf> 

BETTING. 2-1 Mnemadas. 1 M Goodwood CmEk M Cemieha. 7-1 Ffcyei. 
10-1 IfaK Of Bounty, lft-1 Cage Aax FoBas. 201 Margjante, 23-1 odms 


GOING: Hurdle course - Soft: chase cdufSO - Sett (Heavy pa»esf 

■ Lett-hand course with stiff fences. 

■ Course e SE cf town near A34 Rotway station (service from Lon- 
dan. Paadngton) aeflons course ADMtSSKlff: Members C«. tCTereafa 
C8. Sfser Rrig d «3APs feta pnee) CAR PARK: Scuihmsja CZ Re- 
me area 0> romaindor troa 

RVE-Y1AH STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: 0 Nkhobon 22-936 1208%). M P^e 18- 
BS (212% L O Shersajod n>55 (291V N Henderson 16-103 (155%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: J Ostame 36-m (324<WL M A Fttcgenfad 
8- W5 (124%), R Dunweody «- m (144%). C UeweOyn 15-m {02M 

■ FAVOURITES: MM89 N0T%V 
BLINKERED FIRST TIME: Act Of Faith (345). 


FORM VERDICT 

The placed efforts of MASANUUMS al Kfemptcn and Doncaster road 
wel n ms cen pa ry Felow Trasuto taue a cceptor Cortnche was 
rated htfiff on the rfat But seemed to go the wrong way He draped 
wet a ms fra mnart ever timber far hs new sbtob how e ver, and - 
avpacled to take hs revenge at Goodwood Caabbr-b ba re d m o s t 


o i'c GEOFFREY GILBEY HANDICAP CHASE 
l±i2J (CLASS C) £8,000 added 2m If 

1 1fVt2' EDELWBS DUMOULJN (321) Uss V A*ams 7 120 

P: Omnutf 

2 MF22 MORSTOCX(5l)RH3dges8T!3 JHoflay 

3 OT1Z2 NATIVE FUNG (21) (D) (BF) P rtabte 702 JUfidgwfq 

4 1-C14 BUQfLANDlADpB)(D)(BF)DOtbtelBna Nl lW g mnn r 

•idtefand- 

UbmrtweQfc 70& Kw/m9ob>aBM&DU>talAdATT2fc 
BETTING; 7-4 KshHbDnUadh, 1UMor8toek.3>1 l«vaFfa9,7^Ba*- 
larta Lad 


7n1 HIGHCLERE JUVENILE NOVICE HURDLE 
IU 1 (CLASS D) £5,000 added 4YO 2m 3f 
on HWEZ (WJ K UeAltate IT 8 ^PNcCOy 

U2C SMOWOQD CAVALIER p)(BF) Mb vy/fiarastl 4 NlWmraon 

ASa«aXff348J 8 tbrion rtO— . . „. VAtem 

4 CAGE AUXFQUES(W) Nek Wfansnn Clfawafyn 

2 COHMCttf (17) CKefcd H 0 - LHaney 

33 M A SAMA0A S P4 NHctaas o nW 0 HAFtogaaid 

005 TaBSWACLE (S) C Mm R 0 JMagN 


o jn ARKELL'S 3B BITTER HANDICAP HURDLE 
[±L™\ (CLASS D) £4,000 added 2m 5t 

i 2Z2«SWRFnun(B9)fC)MsLVIUhan«iie-JlrRrbp)bfel(T) 

3 ISBB3- VRSLEYWOMER (300) (D) N TessnOaras 9 B 12 CUtede 

4 mm WHOAMipi)(D)a«rw9ne_ ap McCoy 

4 C356TAl««BCnrp4)GG*ng«ii3- FKiekyp) 

5 AW AflCTOCHAHTBlp7)PHcbta?oa _RQroOMy 

6 1-5 J3ANfflK)USGUerpi)j0ta7B7- Clbaa^ti 

7 513C3 HANDY LASS (13) JSrihD 30 RWWgw(5) 

• TMM* 

BETTWG: M «bo Am L 7-2 DangerauaGusK 4-1 Tbftn Bey, AnfacCtntw 
7-1 matey Wonder, s-i Handy Last. 15-1 SfasriBndr 


FORM VERDICT 

today oodd be thactay to catch B3BJMEB DUMOULH.TlBsebOkxi 
makes hs debut far tana VWams today and can gs tea batter of 
Buckbnd Lad on lta way to tw FeefabL 


FORM VERDICT 

DANfSIOUS GUEST. Ekeiytocttofa on tor NsieaitosaremauBRg 
re me teas aeposed and open » cmdaabie improvement. Who An 
I is wpecteQ o peso meat pcUars 


lo ac \ ARKELL BREWERY NOVICE HANDICAP 
l CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 3m. 

1 1FP-14 BELMOREBRUNO (40) UPpeStl 11 .APMcCay 

7 32033 ACT WTH (20) (C) NttabK 9117 RDmaecdyB 

3 35*3 HARD0lG(i^fqSMfaaati5 ^Ctabb 

4 4£)frF W1SLEY 1WRF90R (1£) N Teiflm-Dasw 8 71 3 CLIawMyn 

5 4131U1 RAQQ(2»(OmPWaneB1iO NWbrasoo 

6 4f34ffi PUNMOBTOWW Ftodae 10 132 ^.SBunet^i 

BETTI N&(MRaqib,S-2 Act Of FaSh, VM Hardtop 5-1 Betanretevae, Wb- 
tey tanioc 8-1 Dumbks Vba 

FORM VERDICT 

RAQB has kfeit & step ahead of the handrapper ms aeeaon and he 
beta a far bet to defy him again today: Haring and Duaridtt Vtew 
fack the mato dangers d the neighfa. 


A oril ARDINGTON ’NH’ NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 110yds 

1 n-Fd«m»)0HLADPf)(D)hHJFfaneR61l4 i R D u woody 

2 at hArntYpp) (D)M»HKriEttfitl * JCUStty 

3 OP ATTO (S) J King 5 U 0 JTtzzad 

4 OB BARBEQN(KZ)(Ba)BDaHun5l! 0 JAMcCartby 

5 044 CLEAR SKIES (BQNGaeaba 6110 CUaaaByn 

6 140 GUNNBSUWG(B)mD€btadto6t10~ S Wynne 

7 3RA- POWraBEMARK(444)(D){BF)NHeiaaraon8Ti (RIAFtegrato 

B «P- TROUBLE} MAN teaOJriHetaetion 8 J10 JAKaranagh 

9 OBP WUET WIZARD (» Mav SnphaiB6 no — SOteV Stephens 

-fideebnta- 

aETTWG:4-7 Artadoln Lad. 7-3 HeiSy, 7-1 dsarSktes.B-1 Pointed Ramark, 
20-1 GuvMtfang.33-1 elban 

FORM VERDICT 

AftoeBardtohmcfasayaanatoB&atfaSavBSatSandOMcARTA- 
DOW LAD-amongfaB Ifayal & SutABanca ft*tfc acceptora - bhead 
and ahotidnn above tease ate on fam. but fade of a rent tut and 
a quay o«r hb aticy to fondb atrff gwta auggsst cautbn b ad- 
vbaue. Gear Skfaa appeab as »ia beet eetawray aptea 


Wimw wajpfi: tan True tandkep wafahe Hbw lb flun Sa I3fe 
BETTWG: M Damp Coorae, M Dark nooBnce, 4-t Boataa PaW,H I 
amo. 1M JaHra. 16-1 Notate Athtete. aH How to Run. 3M MaicW 


FORM VERDICT 

A tricky race JASiHU barguaUybegtwhenfrBah-natehbafat- 
tfabb thrd to ffaleltft Native and Bora Bora (Vrau^t whom Dark Ro- 
mance teaks held) at Wareaster on hb seasonal mappearanca - 
he has had a twtMnornh break once ttrig b« fan. 


a ea JOHNNY HAINE CONDITIONALS NOVICE 
^ ,OV ) HANDICAP HURDLE (E) £4,000 2m St 

1 QS531 DARK ROMANCE M Vbs ZDatoonD tl * SCStCton (5) 

2 SB4 BASSANO p9) J Gfbnf 5 It S 0Bnasn(3) 

8 20462 DAMP COURSE (UjNlMnDaHS Bit 4 JQokhteta(^ 

4 TOW BOWLES WITCH- (tljRJUpsai TOO G Supple 

5 (M3SF JASfflUjW?PH(*we*)D RMfkfar^ 

6 000 MANCMTOJOdetlS OMcPfaa 

7 P-5300 NOBLE ATIAHEPQ Ms J Reitei 7t5 1 CA*aop(iq 

B ASP HOWTO Mitt (13) DWrriaB IDO JUo0ort(B) 


FORM VERDICT T 

A m that rewfvea anxeta tea once-dassy Rough Quest Ha 1®* 
fafM IU1S are no ^iOa, and he wotad «ke al tho beating cn depNh 
mw wra n See More aoness al GfeAertnm a yew ago Ho**- 
fc faare b no guarantee tea he rattans that abtty, and hs HIV «* 
be at pert fitness anyway tatsr that setback at Haydockatiy 20 
ago STALBRIDGE bill b As obmus afiamawe and. as a \aM 
nwta an fite isigrada he tan arpfaB any weatawh B«Wh O*® 






C H L 8 T 

MB 5-1 3-1 3-T 8-t Si 

I lad 72 3-1 tl-4 4-1 D3 


&cfinmefifefiBRtbpbote r,Z3 
C Coat HWhi fA Lladadn B Stefay Ttob 


RICKERT BETTING AT YORK HANDICAP CHASE (AMA- 
TEURS) (E) £4,500 added 3m 4f Penalty Value £3225 


f^- w l TEURS) (E) £4,500 added 3m 4f Penalty Value £3^25 

1 -B-S* SWANBSTBtDq{C){CtkialDCGreig)LUngD9llt)-. MrBGfaanoD) 

2 -21 RU ZAMHAREER (D) (tev Racng) R fbta 8 fatt MraCFwdR 

3 £2230 BMGHTDE5IWf (29) (SMh%rltatt9ltinoLk]) JGatiBBDII MasLButalunap) 

4 -00B2 I9K GM (21) (p) (Mrs titegaw Rancid M Meagher C to 10 IfrAParterfS) V 

9 F3SFP SUNNYLHTH pO) (6 M Cowanj P UcrtefiS B4 MtaPRoban 

6 4030S3 DARBUY STREET (13) (C) Q)) (Green For Ljck) W Karp «W3 AUrCStony 

7 MW4 SPf»KH£ATOW5t (29) (G RShfccr^ H N*n6 DO Mr K Ranelck (7) B 

-7dactead- 

Mmun mjgfit fltet Dub twntop we^t $rtgfaa Saw « nb. 

BETTWG: 2-1 Sranbbtet 3-1 Zattonw. 74 Pink On, 4-1 BrigfaDatafay, 14-1 ITAittey Strata, 1 

IB-1 Sumy Lett, 80-1 SpringfaaTbwar 

SBB: Batter Tknas Ahead 12 11 7 Ik A PUrira (7) 12-1 (S Rtewd^ 7 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Seanbfatac 9b loser than en handcap chase dabut fast March. Not quite at hb best 
thb tamt Itet wes fak second of 5 hera (fanSI) last month aid If any conddons wl ., 
bring him baric to hb beet they am those whldi he wi encointer today 
Zten ha ra ai. Won at SedgaBefcf (3m3t good to 90tt) to October a nd Novambec Shaped 1 
then as It he coiAd figue oft hb new mart, but poor effort on rotun 3 months later 
Bright Daettey; to good tonu vrimng at /*r BfaiU heavy} and good IHrd to Wand 
Chief fa same course t2 days latsc Stays 3m5f and shold ran crecfitebly again 
Phk On: Thorough stayer, non a I2ya Decant peapecta on 'A-bnglh aecorta of 7 
fcbhara to Fu» Of Otes at Bangor last fane, but ItUa ull w fatm battue seasons 
Sonny Letth: Some good aifarts on heavy (round last term, but hasmosttytSsap- 
peHfad Ufa season, pufed 141 from 8b out of ihe handfaap at Ayr fast fane 
O'Artriay Street tough stayac but wfthoul a wto stoce November tiBT. Dteappatoang 
ovar lances ihb seaaaa put teeft to hurttes for better ettorts bat two sterla 
Sprtngfaa tower Nearly atways starts at very long pneas. Renty to prove again 
VERDICT: Thare are pkaoy of quaalfcn naria over tobfield. but SWANBWTER looka 
worth anrther chmce w«h idea) eontfitions: Ms encouragement can be taken from 
hb bam afton, but term not dfagvced the bna before that It beaimtor fab wfth -1 
Zam har eer w h o showed wry HUB wer hudfas after a break tea dme but was fa fina I 
form whh two wins at SedgaMd three months eortac 


■ Newmarket trafoer Teny Ctement yesterday escaped wilh a 
of £500 after admitting neglect of horses In Ws care. Clement was 
brought before the Jockey Clubfe efisefofewy committee to an- 
swer aflegatlons that firs standard of individual stables in his yard 
In Newmarket’s Hamilton Road were below that expected eta B- 
censed trainer. The actual care of horses themselves was also 
cased into question. Clamant, who was legally represented, ad- 
mitted befog in breach of Jockey Cftto Rule 51(f), which covers 
the trainer^ responsSoSty to his horses. Fofiowing the hearing 
Clement said: “I had a fair hearing and that would be the only 
comment Pve got Wb put our case and they listened to us.* Jock- 
ey Club spokesman John Maxse said that this was not regaided 
as a case of animal cruelty: ‘The tflsdplfoary committee foifod 
that the actual condition of the horses was less of a concern than 
the condition of the stabling boxes, and it was this that feB wel 
below the standards expected of a licensed trainer. Mr demerit . 
admitted that he was in toeach. He ateo explained to the com4 
mlttee some mitigating drcumstances.*' Maxse atiJed that he was 
not prepared to discuss what those mitigating circumstances itafa 


5 25 1 PETER HAMER MEMORIAL HUNTER 
L - l CHASE (CLASS H) £2,000 added 3m 
’ ^-♦AU.WEB»fffl(P«)OTM s DWfctalhaeairlimta*W 

2 TCP-1 STAL®WEBAL{ia)(D) J Dufaaae 9 c 5_Ubs A Cfaaefw W 

3 »M L015U.N0TE(IB)(D) SAnbwtt n 12 1 MrSAofaSWA 

< ^PONIMULA(Pia}(0)Htttms8tt1-J»rACI*faeJBaaa« 

5 33RM> ROUGH QUEST (20) (D)(BF)TC»y 011 9 UrUBW*W« 

8 68*38 SPLffflNCTON (IS) NJ Porter Tl 11 9 MfJIfaadPl- 

7 3P-QOJ AlSKA(Ffflp1)PSo*corrtoaBtl 4__JfliaWSoVfeeomfaPJ 

BETTWG: ii> Rough Qmm. 7-2 SUttridoaBlI, 7-1 loyta Note, 14-tAI* -1 ' 

■0 33-1 ottHra 
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iving force 


The irrepressible team owner has targeted third place 
in the constructors’ championship. By Derick Allsop 


THESE DAYS Eddie Jordan's in- 
terviews are by tiie contention 
he is no longer going to maty 
extravagant statements be- 
cause some of his pronounce- 
ments in the past have caused 
him deep embarrassment 

Firstly, of course, that 
prompts the question: can you 
imagine Eddie Jordan ever 
being embarrassed, to any de- 
gnjy But then, having taken 
the point, you listen in bewil- 
derment as he proceeds to 
offer his unbridled views on the 
season ahead and talks of his 
team's ‘'desperation" to finish 
in third place in the construc- 
tors 1 championship. 

The recent suggestion that 
Damon Hill would probably 
quit if he found the going “too 


tough 11 this yeah despite the dri- 
ver’s insistence that retire- 
ment did not feature on his 
agenda, was typical of Jordan's 
inability to stick to this guard- 
ed script 

It could be put down to his 
irrepressible enthusiasm, his ir- 
resistible love of a headline, his 
sense of mischi ef^ or in his in- 
herent naivety. It is also just 
possible that here may be a due 
to his cunning method of man 
m an ag ement and a well-honed 
business acumen. Jordan and 
his team are in Fbrmula One to 
win and Hill, at his sharpest, is 
an important asset 

The former champion 
proved as much in the second 
half of last season, when be pre- 
sented Jordan with their maid- 




Jordan: C hinning man-manager or naive? Allsport 


SPORT/27 


en grand prix victory and con- 
tinued to deliver the points 
which enabled the team to 
finish a best-ever fourth in the 
standings. 

All this, however, after a 
fruitless and frust r a ting first 
half of the seasonl The car was 
not good enough, but at least 
Jordan's other driven the 
youthfhl Half Schumacher, 
manag ed to generate some 
pace and maintain a flicker of 
defiance. 

Hill, having enjoyed cham- 
pionship success and 21 grand 
prix wins with Williams, 
admitted he could not so read- 
ier motivate himself with infe- 
rior equipment and the team 
were pklpabty dismayed by his 
contribution to their ailing 
cause. 

Formula One's oldest com- 
petitor hinted then at retire- 
' ment if he could not assure 
himself of some professional 
satisfaction and, despite con- 
flicting messages from dr i ver 
and team, the transparent anH 
persistent indication from Jor- 
dan was that they would not be 
too distraught if Hill walked 
away. At any rate, they were ad- 
vised to keep him only at a 
reduced fee. 

S uddenly rimi msbmres and 

the mood in the ramp changed. 

■ Hill, provided with a much 
improved cax; responded to the 
challenge, rediscovering 
his form and appetite and giv- 
ing the team the land of lead- 




At least one lens was on Damon Hill yesterday after practice for Sandfly’s Australian Grand Prix at Albert Park 


ership they felt they were pay- 
ing for 

Eddie Jordan will have heed- 
ed the lessons of those chas- 
tening and fulfilling 
experiences. A year on, he has 
a dearer understanding of Hm 
and how to get the best out of 
him. He has publidy lauded Hill 
to the hilt, acclaiming him as 
the man who taught his team 
how to win. But then he has 


been at pains to lavish praise on 
his new driver Heinz-Harald 
Frentzen, predicting the Eng- 
lishman could be seriously 
pushed by the German. 

And then Jordan broaches 
the subject of Hfll’s future. If he 
goes well he will be offered a 
new contract Ifhe does not and 
he finds it all a bit too much then 
he would surety wish to go 
gracefully, and Jordan can ap- 


preciate that Just a touch of the 
Irishman's wicked blarney? Or 
a premeditated strategy to ruf- 
fle Hffl's feathers and keep him 
on his toes? 

The commendation for 
Frentzen would certainty seem 
to (fig Hfil in the ribs too. The 
very presence of Frentzen in 
the team should serve the 
same purpose. Hill was sacked 
by Williams to make way for the 


McLaren set for another fast start 


* V-s-w? 
Wr. 

K CMr.* ' 


IF YOU thought that Mika 
Hakkinen was in good form 
last yeai; watch out for him even 
more closely in 1999. That was 
tho w arning that McLarerfs 
Ctfit Ron Dennis, issued to 
rivSs yesterday as the Fbrmula 
One drcus limbered up for Sun- 
day’s Australian Grand Prix in 
Melbourne's Albert Park. 

Across the roam Hakkinen 
looked eveiyindi a worid cham- 
pion, basking fahis usual £&iy but 
cheerful manner in the glory be- 
fitting a man who, a year ago, 
had fait one grand prix victory 
to his credit and is now King of 
the Worid. The 3(l-year-old Finn 
is now a thoroughly seasoned 
campaigner and a Milled man. 
Last year brought him both a 
championship crown and tile 
stability of marriage. “Sure, life 
has been good for me latefy," he 
said. “And of course I will be 


BY DAVID TREMAINE . 
in Melbourne 

doing everything I can to win 
again this season. Idnft see why 
I shouldn't The new car is very 
good and we know it is a step 
ahead from last year’s. Tm feel- 
ing very confident" It showed. 

“Mika win be stronger than 
ever with the world champi- 
onship under his belt," Dennis 
said. “He is a happier person 
and be is one of those racers 
who’s always stronger when 
their confidence and competi- 
tiveness have been raised-” 

Halddnen and his team-mate, 
David Coulthard, strained away 
from the field in the Australian 
Grand Prix 12 months ago and 
set the tone for the British 
team's domination of a season 
in which only Michael Schu- 
macher in the Ferrari could 


c h allenge th^n. Rutthqy were 
dogged by the controversial 
team orders that obliged 
Coulthard to hand over the lead 
after Hakkinen had lost it by 
mishearing a radio order and 
driving into the pit lane to find 
that nobottywas ejecting him. 
By honouring a pre-race agree- 
ment and surrendering the lead 
without demur; Coulthard 
brought upon his own head the 
wrath of thousands of betting 
fans who felt they bad been 
cheated out of his victory. 

Coulthard smiled tolerantly 
when reminded of the contro- 
versy. “People were actually 
sending me their betting slips 
after that,” he joked. “A lot of 
them seemed to understand 
that it wasn't my fault which I 
was grateful foe But a lot of 
them wanted me to send the 
slips <m to Ron with some quite 


inventive and colourful in- 
structions as to what he should 
do with' them.” 

Coulthard knows that 1999 
will be his crunch year: Like 
Hakkinen, he too looked confi- 
dent but he usually does, even 
when the cards are falling as 
badly as they did at times in a 
season when he often matched 
Hakkinen s pace but failed to go 
the distance. He won the San 
Marino Grand Prix but his car 
wilted in Monaco, Montreal 
and Monza when further suc- 
cesses seemed imminent 
. “I believe that Fm as quick 
as Mika,” Coulthard said. “But 
all through the winter; I’ve been 
working at my consistency. 
That was what suffered at 
timfrg fast season *»nd it realty 
hurt my chances. It was not al- 
ways down to me, sometimes it 
was toe car that was unreliable. 


But I know if things work out for 
me that I can win the title this 
yean Right from the start IUbe 
pushing as hard as I can.” 

“It’s time,” Jackie Stewart 
has said, “for David to be less 
of a nice guy and more of an un- 
compromising hard charger.” 

It is easy to look back now 
and suggest that if Schumach- 
er had not driven into the back 
of the troubled Coulthard while 
IftpIMFighim P 1 sp pflTKn g wpatti. 

er conditions dining the Bet 
gian Grand Prix that was 
subsequently won for Jordan by 
Damon Hill, he could have been 
crowned FerrarPs first Cham- 
pion since Jody Scheekter in 
1979. But McLaren have the 
upper hand and only seem fal- 
lible through the occasional 
lapse in reliability. Ferrari is 
seizing on that once again after 
stories that toe latest McLaren 


drive - now alongside him. What 
delicious irony. 

Pride {days a significant part 
in the make-up of achievers, 
and HOI is conscious of the com- 
parisons about to be made. 
The internal duel will occupy 
his resohite endeavours, which 
in turn should ensure toe for- 
ward momentum of the team 
effort 

At the age of 38, Hill does 


APfRidcRycrofi 

not have much racing left in 
him, but he goes into another 
season comforted by bis year 
with the foam, the develop- 
ment of the can and the qual- 
ity of his driving. Although he 
acknowledges the champi- 
onship may be beyond Jor- 
dan's range, race wins are 
perhaps not, and his immedi- 
ate objective is to add to his 
haul of 22. 


TOMORROW 


has thus far {roved capricious 
- it lasted less than a lap on its 
testing debut in Spain when a 
fault in the electronics brought 
Coulthard to a halt But yes- 
terday Dennis exuded confi- 
dence. “It’s true that we 
prepared last year's cars as 
well but that was onty because 
we had spare capacity at the 
factory,” he said. “like any 
new car, MP4/14 had its share 
erf teething problems but we are 
confident that we have the car 
folly optimised and have com- 
mitted to it here because we be- 
lieve that it's fundamentally 
faster” Rivals be warned. 

The odds favour a repeat of 
McLarerfs one-two result in 
1998 and, who knows, Coulthard 
may yet get his payback. But 
after all toe fuss last year, Al- 
bert Parkmust be the last place 
McLaren would dare to fix that 



‘Even though 
Schumacher is 
still at Ferrari, 
the faith has 
waned. Twice he 
almost made it 
but perhaps, as 
• he pleads, he is 
not Superman 
after ail. Just 
being the best 
driver in the 
world is not 
necessarily 
enough.’ 

Derick Allsop 
on a crucial year 
for Michael 
Schumacher and 
his team 
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DONCASTER 

HYPERION 

2.00 Grooving 2.30 General Claremont 3.05 Drag- 
ons Bay 3.35 Salmon Breeze 4.10 Memsahtb Ofes- 
teem 4.40 Gale Tol 5.15 Goodtfiyne Lady 

GOING: Good 

■ Left-hand, pear-shaped course with tn straight 

■ Came a E at town oft the A638 (MW Jets 3 & -*). Bub ** from Den- 
caster Central etatan. ADMISSION: Club E«; GrandstandCB: flemSy 
Enclosure Ed (under-IBs free al enclosures). CAR PARK: Rea. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING THAI NESS: Mr* M Raveley 16-98 C«3%L N Htondereon 
tl-36 006%). D NJchOleon K«8 068%). T EtMsrtoy W8 pZ8 %). _ 

I ■ LEADING JOCKEYS: PCatberryn-dO (275%). M A FtageraldTl-45 

! (34.-5%), P Niven fl-SS pBfl%). R Ganltty M7 (158%). 

■ FAVOURITES: 94-253 (372%). 

■ LONG DISTANCE TRAVELLOt 

I mdes. BLINKERED FIRST TIME: Willie B Breve 1 ™ tt- 

; an p^OL Sumo (visaed. 230). Chfldran'a Choke (visored, ZJQ, Dteo- 
one Say gL05V 

f A-Aj f l SPROTBROUGH CLAIMING HURDLE 
^■ uu | (CLASS G) £2,000 added 2m 4f 
, 1 042321 DU8UN RIVER (18) (D) JOSee8*0..^----J«eMBWMMV 

2 P6-222 GftOOVWG [29) (BF) J ttword itiOT 0 T1 1) — — — 

3 ft»4U LEAP IN TM DARK (91(0)1*8 LWOM Ofl 6 T ®2j£2 

4 SAiwr oel (20) m f Jatfcn rtve — -. rT VZHZ!! 

5 KAmrs TYPHOON (104) IfeKGrcy 3 

l ■ =5Rh: 

J « 

c UO-PSO MACCN7H6MiaWMOW|ynSI)8 .WVMUnjoa 

BETTING: 4-7 Crowing, 4-1 ^ 

M-1 Wffie B Wave, Dwdng At Lalwm. 3M omere 

FORM VERDICT 

GROOVING be meethg 

££ out m»M WW» ■PP*' *»» * tnpv*ch seethes 

hs Nvnra to its fcntt. 

I- | SOUTH YORKSHIRE NOVICE HANDICAP 
2.30 1 HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 110yds 

■ssfes 

mm wwRJuiraPliSEtarflfllfle . jiSS 

6 iRUtt AOUAVnAW^^SeogBS Il^— — LWyv 

! ■ «5W HEWSUiV aun ^ * ■; G Bnfl* 

8 1-280 DWAABCLMOW fl 2 RTboraton 

13 035440 KARSH ? PMwn B 

n oiran snwBM gold bgbbww 

e 40*0 DM FOR 80LDJ41J 8 ® 7 !T— R ftnwIV 

B daiao aim ait Ms S Lawynn e DCMwV 

v soaw o«i»Hre chocej^d mo™ b v s B m 35 ib 

B eaMW8COTBC07)«yvBB^MJ8- 


R ftranl V 

.DcakfUarV 

JIHetMiB 


BETTING: 7-4 GciMnl Ctaracnort. 5-1 Dig For Odd, 6-1 Shaitan GoM.7-1 Oder 
Ciub. 9-1 For«** 11-1 irto BeUe, 12 Helcwtay Ffcr; Djmemfc Lord, 1« others 

FORM VERDICT 

COPPER SHELL befcs wort» an tmerMt hm h good fafin on the JtN 
dtaH recently; he Hopped on soft ground on a couple ot occasions in Ihe 
autumn tut vws a 1* toirti h a Windsor no*ice cn.good to soft gong 
in Novenaec TbdnyS aouid should sUt and he ie taken to score from 
Dig Fbr Gold, who wi certainly be at home on the going and remain* 
or a handy merit 

nefl JOHN BOOTLE MEMORIAL NOVICE HAND- 

* w l ICAP CHASE (D) £6,000 added 2m3f 110yds 

1 -TT233 OAR DENAN (T3) (C) Uss LSSOCid BCD A Thornton 

2 «2Tfl KAW7BI OUT TO DRY (18) (C) E L JaraesB T1 D G Boday 

3 P-3«P1 LOUGH LBN 5PWT (18) (D) Mss C Jahrsey 8 B B RThonftn 

4 3F2U4U OUTBYNKJKT«GM Moos 807 RMcGott 

5 «BU3 DRAGONS BAY «M»MRB*Njy«D4 Mr A Dwnp-y (3) B 

6 63«8 JLLS JOY (10) A Smew 3 B 0 R Johnson 8 

7 1-2P55 S. CORDONS (B^ B*8 J 0uc*Ssy 8 1) 0 .TSkttSp) 

B CFEVA1JBI BAtARD (64) J Adara 8 B 0 Bftiee* 

9 RTWP GALLANT LORD (17) MrsLJanMB V)0 Jiealty 

-IdacMrad- 

MMiun we#t iOsL Two Aondfcsp weigHsE CoriMt Bst CIMwArSfr 

wri Sst JJfc, Gaflsra Lord 9a dd . 

BETTWG: 53 Den De Man, *-1 Hbib'bri Out Tb Dr* 9-2 Loogh Ufa Spfafr, 5-1 
Dngem Bay; 7-1 CtavAr B-1 JBNJok 10-1 (M By Nlgtit,33-1 eons 

FORM VERDICT 

Den De Man wB need to (sin men fbemlythai on Ha two previous starts 
jfheleioelnlNsemopeeighLbutllialisbynomaansixitolthecyjee- 
tkm mxi he thetU go mt The gw* rmy |js* haw gone against Drag- 
one Bay.so It codUp^ to such wtti LOUGH LBN SPRTtThaadMion 
was a shock 40-t winner Iasi tine but there seemed no Ue about a and 
now ttol he has Ns confidant* he could laep cn progresdng. 

rs-SEl DONCASTER SPONSORSHIP CLUB 

NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E)E4J»0 added 3m 

1 1/2-F1 MUTARY ACAOBW (3!9 (D) I Vfltana t) 11 ft J Osborne 

2 PV)U4 SALMON BRSZE (18) (CD)(B^ NhhndwscnBTI 9 RJNnaon 

3 H342 CASUSLEBAN0ntffi(B)JBany7113 BPomB 

4 31-P3P CHATBtGOLD (!S) (0) A Jw'48 7 T1 3 EHcabnl 

3 52F fllABARGAW(2D)NfWHna7113 — — PNhw 

0 5ftPPF toKEflBOYWJ9fcConwNe9il3 RBaQamy 

7 OFP SPWTffiSTAIUBir(1fl)SBra*dw»51f3 Wlfaaton 

B a-o THAT5 NO ANSWB1 (108) (D) V DsrlnN 6 71 3 G’tomay 

ft cwOFSAMBSlRiMtiaMssKGeogaftDIZ RMassqr 

-SdKtetd* 

BETTING: 11-10 Salmon Bwaw. Tl-B Maqt Ae a d a my, 5-1 OoWa Banffla’a, 
12-1 I’m A BargNn. ftft-1 dhwa 

FORM VERDICT 

SALMON BRaZE is taksn Id man) Id hfe best and ha h pa preferred 
to DWftary Aeadamy, although bwb s probably rtt a lot benreen rie 
pat Cartel# BanMWa *ou& n« be Mt out ol cakaAdons, but the two 
sm probably ttmger atw«B 

r A -« 7r| WADWORIH *NH' NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
^ IW I E) £3,000 added 2m 4f 

1 - asst i»i8AHB0FEsiaan4(C0)dG*ipaiir ortshahir 

2 «Z1 PO»TOB1HOUND(9aiV»WTB6Tt6 RVtaUay 

3 60 AUMEVTOR CH pq) WC^fTTl 0 GMonay 

4 fbicp fl i er s aR T>«wr (27) MaSWanBiio jfrNFtfyp) 


1 -asst 

2 3-221 

3 tD 

4 FTIICP 

5 PP-PQO 

6 OP 

7 3063 

8 MP 

9 ®P 
* MP 
71 03223 
B OKM 
O MOM 


qnucjQESpMjosrthB'no 

raw SUtt. P^DMPanwe 110.-^, 

KAUNTE (HIJ FitzGartid 8 IT 0 

UMOBMffl»SP3)09vwoGd61lO — 
NBMWON IBBTRa (82) D NCnben B T1 0_ 

IESHBI(7qM8JRnan51lO^-. 

F flOFBS O RCOOLtB^JMsddeetlO 

RHiAL BLOT (B) J LfcCtmodfc ? n & 

STRONG HAGC (Z) MGSCJchnsay 7 tTO 


MrNKact 

. . .. ..., B Gbaat 
—Edfla^tae 
JONM 

HJahnun 

.^jLTtadon 
W Wanton 


14 80604 TH1 MONTY (21) Ms JEtawn71l 0 LWyw 

B 406 THE GRANBV (*6) Lbs M Rmatoy S IT 0 i>N)v«j 

B PF-0 WAG UE BRUSH (39) MaURa«etoy7Ti 0.. Gin 

ff 334/6- AUSAND£(348) JG&vTBO Mr CBonnor 

B 06330 THIPl£T11JUI«m(ia)JNe*ei)B GBradey 

-iBdadnd- 

BETT1NG: n-4 lamwahlb Olcataara. 7-2 PraMeeer Cool, 6-1 PowdarHenod, 1>- 
2 The Ganbn 7*1 NaNwc 9-1 Larios Awelka. 10-1 Kstents, 14-1 oHmis 

FORM VERDICT 

MEMSAHIB OFESTEH4 has been d fine form recently end ia tended 
Id nefch her Hrd vwn of The campalyi T7w oMoue dangv b Profeeeor 
CooL but he does seam o lack Him critical change of gear at the end of 
Na races and ha eodd find Nmsetf nn out of It bemVl 

\a An I HAMBLETON HILLS HUNTER CHASE 
(CLASS H) £1^50 added 2m 3f 110yds 

1 323*4 FMJ5IM0(P2B)(D)CSaey7e6 MrNSdtcnp) 

2 333P4 GALETOIfl^ C 900 7)12 8 MrPTbrttJT) 

3 /BU2- JAIB TIC FUST (364) (D) E WBsrn SB ilrG'BBr(7) B 

4 P45W> KMGOF8HADOWS(n)(D)PlS»CCrtnC12B MrSMar(7) 

5 4TQP- NODFORM WOfBBl (279) (D) R Bews B 128 MrRBevil{7) 

8 2VM PONTOON BflOGE (IS) JSwndabBBB LfittSSwMafti (7) 

7 121-F3 JACK THE TD(P4QJCcmraieC4 Mr JRCoraM(7) 

B 325GP MV NOUNS (P12) DEMdcASH 124 JfeRBwttnRB 

9 82PB- PWVAreJ5r(279)IABrowi«B4 UrGMattbamp) 

V MM ARABIAN BOLD (233) FUattau 11 BO— — .-JlrDOlham (7) 

It BW DANDEDOVEpIS) AOastaiSCO Mr JD Mom (5) 

12 OP LW UBIEANLES pp) FNchcbSSO HrGTIomB(7) 

Q 4IFP/P ONTHE FU (PIS) MJBn»»n 8120 _JfrR Eitarti (7) 

14 21 /PP- 3NQWSmSHAKB1(382}APKnfrlU12Q MrHH9Dkey{7} 

B F9Q/P0 SOLAR V/AIWOR (PS) SKkhhg960 llrNKM(7) i 

B 4f>/m- STRONG TRACE P49)F Matthews t> 120 Mr A Bekmwi (7) B 

V PiP-f THE fcBWSTHI (PTJ) UraT Jactacn B 12 0-^^JfiasT Jackson (7) 

B PPf TTIIBJ/EBORE(11)S&octetBB»Beo IfrR Cooper (7) 

B 42142- HBJONSTOWN LASS (261) (BF)TVUc/d9T1 B...J9 R TMfonl (7) 

-iBdadarad- 

BETnfttfMMMlaaaM NodhnaWaidMill-flJ^iTlNTAM Gate 
IhL Jwea Tha Fkat. 10-1 FauAo, Private JiL 12-1 oBms 

FORM VERDICT 

Tha recant min wi na haw sutsd the mafonty ol Ms fieH but H nfl not 
been- JAMES THE FIRST, who is taken to 90 one better than Na ctow 
second In iNa race hsi paaaon MBenatom Lass Is a ca aat ent per- 
fanner who shoiid nn wei and Nodform Wonder has 8ie NAy b wh 
but may just need Vie nn 

fcTcl DONCASTER MARES' STANDARD OPEN 
I J I NH FLAT RACE (H) El, 750 added 2m 110yds 

1 201 BEESANT CRY (2t](D) NUarisS II ft Mr J Crowley {5) 

2 WO DOUBLE OR QIXTSfM) Garten Qaes»£tinj 6 1> 250pbtalfehel 

3 HRESDE GIRL OUFbmrB 112 GBodtey 

4 PIBIOH WHiOW F Lfciphy 5 T1 2 AThanM 

3 2 G0007HYNE LADT (9) (BF) 1*3 J PSrran5Tl2 OLiatiy 

B OSOCOOL09wwoad5H2 JOMxvtw 

7 StffiLEYKEtiDARPDBbxi5112 MrCRTfeanr (7) 

B SOBJR DE SBTTB1 S Gcings 5 n 2 DQMatfwr 

9 WHAT A TOPPB1 G Ba«y 5 T1 2 _.R1bomton 

T) DANZIG ROSE MreUReuday 4 08 MrADsmpeey (3) 

n 0 H0USraDp7)R«»d4tia HrNFseayp) 

~ii declared - 

BETTING: MGoodBqneLadK 3-1 Q^rtCSty.7-t Danzig Rom, B-1 OkkobL 
16-1 Prencfa Wffiw, 33-1 ottm 

FORM VERDICT 

GoedttyneLadyiEobviousyftsoneiobeBafterhergooddebuiM- 
fcrt o«er C&D bst mertft. but the bare tets era that she was eaaly out- 
paced In VwlhallAlong and wws getting Oj from the wmer. tfVwele 
an ftbort-awerase nawccmerintieMd. Geednyne Lady kbaob* and 
tha ha that ca t ch the aye an paper are What A Topper, Oaocaol and 
DAN3G ROSE The fetter Is bred to hare ebKy and comes tamest* 

Ue mat has a gaa mconl h thto type ot conu. 


LUDLOW 
Going: Chase - Good to Soft 
(Soft in nace8); Hurdtes - Soft 
240: (2m novice hurdle) 

1. BRILLIANT STAR A Dobbin 3-1 

2. SadtAera' Roe R Johnson 11-1 

3. TUI ,W Menton IB-1 

Aiso: 4-9 to Amoroso (4th), IB-1 Abet And 
See (3th). 66-1 Danzig Flyer. Weigh Har- 
vest (6th), toO-i RachelU Bos tSO-i Cher- 
ta Bigttote. 200-1 Bon Luck, Double Rush. 
General KCney. 

12 rwn. ’U.S’h, %. r*. 26. QMnrmr bay goM- 
Ing byStarWayotxofKarTnan Qa], trained 
by SBrooW w wattUHingtonforTGKOpn- 
atrucSon Ud). TMk G460; Etta £16Q £200 
DF: C1540 CSF: £3242. NR: Leering Note, 
Moscow MsL 

Z30\ (2m 41 mates novice chase) 

1. NATIVE CHARM J A McCarthy 1-2 lav 

2. La Brigantine Q Powd 6-1 

3. Fortytwo Dee W Menton «-1 

Also: 8-1 Tiger Paws (4th), 20-1 Gievum. 
50-1 IMtord Wty 

8 ran. i 'A. (fat. 13L (Winner bay mam by 
Se My our oT TumvWta Mnad by C 
Mortock at Wantage tor PeS-mel Partners). 
TotK £140; £120. £2.40. OF; £240 CSF: 
£105. 

3J0: (2m 3f ItOyds novice turda) 

1. WESTCOAST C Uaweflyn 18-1 

2 Baragoey J Os&oma 10-11 tiv 

3. Brown Seel A Dobbin 50-1 

Also: 3-1 SaleeL B-1 Meattows Boy (4th), 
12-1 Bmanfire. 20-1 Be h Space (St^, Atoon 
Fiver, 33-1 Caled Tb Tha Bar, 50-1 Months 
M^c.ee-1 Brother Nero, Red FugsleatX)- 

1 Shah. Tommy Tidde (6th). 

14 ran. 'A, 7. M. 9) a (Winner bay ga*£ng 
byHandaomeSeDorouSOfPithon, traned 
by M Itoe at KUdemii^er far M IfeteX TUk 
£ 1140; CL8Q C1S0. £620 OF: £1260 CSF: 
£284L NR: Began Specacla 

330: (3m haneScap chase) 

1. SYMBOL OF SUCCESS 

R Johnson 9-4 
25tanmore -GBraJey 7-2 

3L Pfenbeney Place C Llewellyn 5-1 

Abo: 6-4 1» Royal Barge. 

4ran.17s d!a (Winnai- bay gating by Red 
Sunset out of SunbaBa. trained by D 
WBams at Newbwy for N O T Roong Syn- 
tfcate). tbte: £2B0 DF: £700 CSF: £356. 

4.00: (2m 3f IlGyds handfaap hude) 

1. TWO LORDS C Llewe ll yn 20-1 

2 Wffinotfa FancyN wnoamson 1M1 tav 

3. Advance East OUePl»8 9-l 

Alsu 3-1 Rusty Reel. 8-1 1* Snaggle 0th). 
14*1 RattveS Fast (4th), Wbodaock Wen- 
derer, 68-1 Gunner Sid (6th). 

8 ran. 6 1, 2 'b. 6 11 (Winner bay gelding 
o y Artttocazy out ol Lady Go Marobfag. 
trained by M Xne at KkkJannbHer for P J 
Kemedy}. Idle: £2170: £220 £150 £240 
Dual Forecast CKBO CSP E3806 "frJCBSC 
£18058 


420: (3m Hunter chase) 

1. CEUTC ABBEY Mr D S Jones 7-2 

2. Marching Marquis 

MrT GKxwy 11-8 lev 

3. Mr GoOghtty Airs J Rood 9-4 

Also: 16-1 Ctobracken Lad. The Whole 
Hog. 20-1 Highway Five (6th), 50-1 Desen 
Calm (5th). 66-1 Native Rambler (4th), 
100-1 Ear So Stoe. Pant Un. 

10 ran. 10 1V«. v/fc, 13,7. (Winner bay geld- 
ing by Celtic Com out ol Cagateena, 
trained by Mis Christine Harringe at 
BaAn^am tor G J Fowl). Tbte: £540: £170 
£120 £120 DF: £740 CSF: 025 NR: 
Nodtom Wonder. 

5D0: (2m ntermeriaze NH Flat race) 

1. OSOSHOT N WHBamson 7-4 fpv 

2. Derrintogher \hnk _D Gallagher 10-1 

3. Haut Ceiby M A Ftegeratd B-2 

Also: 9-2 Rife Baby (5th). 5-1 WU*> (4th). 
16-1 Portree, 20-1 Frosty Bela Lyphstac 25- 

1 Floorex Carpetmaa Purdeman, 40-1 
Sparking Lass, 88-1 Grand Comrnancha 
(8th). Maggie May 

13 ran. 5, 5, 7. 7, 37>. (Winner bay gelding 
by Teenonso out ol Duckdown, traned by 
Mss Vanetia WMams-at Heretord lor Mrs 
Jeanne Honon). Tbte: £250; tlBO. £200. 
£200 DF: £U50 CSF: £658. Wt Bom of 
Fubai 

Jackpot: £9853250 (part won: pool of 
£1263019 carried torward to Doncaster 
today). 

Place pot £4080 Quadpot: £830 
Place 8: S3G.1B Place 5: £841 

TAUNTON 

Going; Safi 

p-ieevy in pieces In home straight) 
2.10: 1. FLAGSHIP THERESE (J Tbs»fd) 
5-2: 2. Thin Ton 7-4 tw 3. Lmgatfine Lad 

n-tl2raa2'A,E{PNcholsiSha)tniMaf- 
taU. TOtK SMK £130 CMO £340 DF: &320 
C§=:£fi2S.NR:HfaCup. 

240: 1. BLAZE OT OAK (Mss V Roberts) 
ti- 2; 2 Blue Btazar4-i lav. X Roste-B25-i 

11 ran. n 18 (P Ecctes. Lamboum) Tote: 
£770; £250 E2M. £460 DF: £1630 CSF: 
£2361 Tricasc C456A NH: Afercpa. Henbvy 
nttceea. No 13 Henbuty Princess P3-1J ubs 
wWKtawn nofteider OftfarO Rule * does not 
apply. 

3.10:1. TROUBLE AHEAD (RWBldetf 11-4; 

2 High In Tha Clouds A-e far. 3. Sake 
Joseph 14-1. 5 ran. & (fist (K BaSey. Upper 
Lantooum). IbtK EOt); £140 £m OF: £180 
CSF: £485. 

3.40: 1. MASTER RASTUS (AMagurt) 4-6 
tac S. Backwater Brave H -1 ; 3. Greycoat 


Boy 11 -A Bren. 2, 8 (Mrs S WBams, South 
Moftonl Tots: £170: CUXL £2.10 EDO OF: 
£830 CSF: £013. 

4.1 0:1. APPLE JOHN PAraP Guidry) 2S-1; 
2. Ardstown 7-2 tav: 3. Just Ben 15 
ran.no Vh. tA Whibnai. R*k £4170; £830 
£L6Q £220 DF: E8840 CSF: £«3.78l 
440:1. SOL MUSIC (A P McCoy) TI-2; 2. 
Mtee Permyhffl 7-2; 3. DOvstto 5-1 fev. ft 
ran. a«-hd (J Kkia Sweden). TWe: £840: 
£380 £I6G £M0 OT: 1st or 2nd with any 
0tnarCM4Q CSF: E24DITMCWC £8288 Tbte 
Tntaaa: £8200 MT: Tto Tto Tbo. 


5.10: T. FALCON RIDGE (A P McCoy) 5-2 
lav: 2 Fit To Bust ir-2: 3. High Low 7-2 6 
raa A 20 (Mes E Lamte). Tbte: £430; £230 
£200 DF: £1130 CSF: £14.70 
Ptocspob £H80 Ouadpot £350 
Place 6: £1150 Place 5: £850 

LING FIELD 

Going: Standard 

230: 1. EMMAJOUN (7 Soroka) B-4 tav: 2 
Sharp HM Ti-2: 3. Scurrilous KV-t S ran. 
IV*. 27a. (W Tuned Tote: £230. Cltl 
£260 DF: £340 CSF: £623 
250:1. JANE ANN JMartn Dwyer) 3-1; 2. 
Catullus 4-7 tav: 3. ItazkXya B-t 5 ran. iQ 
17*. (A Jarvis) Tbte: £270. emu £im DF: 
£140 CSF: £4.75. 


350:1. MAGIC RAINBOW (MFMCRI3-1; 
2 Krystal Max 7-1; 3. Mukamb 13-8 lav 
S na 5 2 % [M Bell Tbte: C43G. EMU ClTO 
DF: £1820 CSF: £2063 
420: 1. MISTER TRICKY (N Day) 5-4 lav; 
Z Speedy Ct se e l c 9-4; 3 . WiwiIwO 20-14 
ran. VI.. 2Vi. fP Mitcheft Tote: £1SQ DF: 
£350 CSF: £426 

450: 1. HORMUZ (R Fltmarfck) T1-8 tov; 
2 Oo Ee Be 8-1; 2 Pacific Alliance n-2 
4 ran. Vh, 3% (M Johnston) Tbte: £150 DF: 
ISflQ CSF: £7004 
Ptacepot £11300 Ouadpot £7260 
Place B: £3282. Place 5- £S2l 

■ Brilliant Star; mistakenly listed 
as a noo-runner in yesterday’s 
Raring Post won the opening 
race at Ludlow yesterday 

■ Tony McCoy moved on to the 
128-winner mark for the season 
with a double on Sol Music in the 
Royal Bath & West Novice Hand- 
icap Chase, and Falcon Ridge who 
landed the concluding Blackdown 
Hills Handicap Hurdle. 


>STHE INDEPENDENT 

RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 

pVE COMMENTARIES I RESULTS I 


NEWBURY 

971 

981 

DONCASTER 

972 

982 

KELSO 

973 

983 


| ALL COURSES RESULTS 

1 0891 261 970 
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Kidd turns his attention to 


the BLACKBURN Rovers 
“^tegei; Brian Kidd, has 
switched his transfer search to 
the Chariton Athletic midfidd 
schema Mark Kmsefla. 

Kdd has Opened negotia- 
tors fe rtile RepuMcoflretand 
international after giving up 
hope of persuading West Elam 
to sell their captain, Steve 
Lomas. Rovers badly need 
some mktfWJd r ei n forcem ents 
because of an injury crisis -al- 
though they are not guaranteed 
to have much success with 
Kmsella either 

Blackburn are willing to pay 
about £&5m but Chariton value 


BY ALAN NIXON 


todr former Colchester United 
piaymaker at doser to £5m. 

With both dubs involved in 
the relegation tussle, Chariton 
win be reluctant to sell unless 
Rovers’ offer is too good to 
refuse. Kidd is without Billy 
McKihlay and Gariy Ffiteroftin 
midfield, and has beat trying 
&r Lanas for toe past fortnight 
Aston Vflfo have abandoned 
hopes of trying to sign the Celtic 
defender Alan Stubbs, after the 
Scottish dob refused to drop 
their £S-5m asking price. 

The Vina manager; John 


Gregory has refused to in- 
crease his final offer of £4£5m 
for the former Bolton player 
Now he is now looking else- 
where for a new centre-half. 
Ugo Ehiogtt willbeout of action 
for six weeks after undergoing 
a secrad operation yesterday to 
repair a fractured eye socket. 

Sheffield Wednesday may 
have to wait another two weeks 
before learning whether the 
Dutch striker; Michael Mots, is 
HDlsborough-boand. They have 
made a £2-5m bid far the 27- 
year-okl Utrecht strikes; who is 
also being chased fay Ajax and 
other top Dutch dubs. 


Utrecht have issued Mote 
with a two-week deadline to 

either sign a new deal to add to 
his existing one with the dub - 
which still has another 15 
months to run -or to move on. 

One man who wants to leave 
HEQsboroogh is the long-serv- 
ing goalkeeper Kevin Press- 
man, who was upset at losing 
his place to Ravel Srnicek for 
Wednesday nigfars Premier- 
ship game against Wimbledon. 

Nottingham Forest's latest 
recruit In their battle against 
relegation from the top flfebt is 
the former Scotland, Rangers 
and Tottenham defender 


Richard Gou^l The S7^ear<M 
has arrived at the (Sty Ground 
on loan from Major League 
Soccer: He played for.San Jose 
fUash ri min g the United 
States season. 

Steve Stone wants to leave 
Forest, however; because he 
feels fee dub have not matched 
Ws ambitious. ‘Wl 1 wantto do 
is enjoy toe second half of my 
career where I will be chat - 
lenging for some pups, and 
playing in big games," the for- 
mer tfrigbmri midfielder said. . 

Bradford (^ last night com- 
pleted toe signing rf DeanWm- 
dass from Oxford United. 


The 29-year-old foriaerffiill 
City and Aberdeen strike* will 
cost £950,000 phis a fnrtoae 
£50,000 if the WestYortahire 
side win promotion -to the 

Pi wpinnih^i this mmn. . 

Middlesbrough’s former' 

England mirifipfrter PftillflMR. 
coigne has beenjpveria,Gne- 
matchban and fined £2,009 by 
toe Football Association, after 
reaching li bookings this sea- 
son. 

Robbie O’Brien, a Republic 
of Ireland Under-18 interna- 


by Middlesbrough earlier tins 
season, has reportedly signed 


a five-year contract with Ju- 

ventus. He was recommended 
£b toe Itafian dub by toe former 
BaroforwardFaulMerson. ... 

liverpool’s Rob Jones is fee- 
ing a new knee operation that 
coddcost him a huge financial 
deal at westHam. The former 
England rightbackhasseot a 
specialist after breaking down 
inareservegame-andthever- 
<fict is more surgery to repair 
the problem. : 

Jones could be out fra- the 
1 rest of the season. He is a free 
agent in pw* w^ iwiw 
already had' talks with West 
Ham about a lucrative con- 


tract, but that could now be in ? • 
jeopardy he recovers. " 

Manchester Giy’sGeargjan 


fyw *r okhnripffap is tO travel to 
Gennaqy for a careersaving 

operation on ruptured taf. 
Hgamenis;The30year-flMC5- r 

traldefenderwillbeoutimmat 

least the start of nest seas on , X 

even if all goes weH 

Alan Curbishley has been ~ 
named Caxiing ‘Manager of 
toe Mouth" for February. The . .. 
Chariton manager was given 

the award for leading his side ’K 
on a four-game unbeaten run ■- 
during the month. 

Palace ./S 
not ripe 
for fan , 
buy-out 

by nick Harris 

WHILE THE future of Crystal 
. Palace hangs in the balance, toe 
roan responsible for one of the 
most successful rescue opera- 
tions in recent football history 
said yesterday it b extremely 

imHVpJy rtmt the Eagles’ fans 
wffl be able to play agy part m 
saving their dub. » 

“F^ro-operatives are seen ^ 
as irritants, there to be swatted ■ 
Bte flips, unles s they’re an ab- 
solutely last resort” Trevor 
- Watkins, toe Bouremouto sup- 


Gianluca Paglmca, the Internaaonale goalkeeper, has a light show to distract him daring a nervous night for his side at Old frafEord on Wednesday 


David Ashdown 


United confidence grows with Beckham 


THE MOOD emanating from 
Alex Ferguson as he pored 
over Manchester United’s Eu- 
ropean Cup quarter-final first 
leg against Internaaonale was 
confidence. “Well score over 
there,” he said. No equivoca- 
tion. No doubts. 

He was not indulging in am- 
ateur psychology aimed at his 
or the Inter players but was 
making a cold appraisal of the 
merits of the two teams. If he 
is right then United will go 
through to tbe semi-finals at the 
San Siro in a fortnight’s time. 

A goal for United - and you 
did not need to be the best mod- 
ern manager in Britan to locale 
frailty in the much-vaunted 
I talian defence - wifi mean 
Inter will need four at home 
and, even if Ronaldo is fit, that 
is an unlikety and intimidating 
task. 

Much hype has been circu- 
lating about Old Trafford’s 
chances of conquering Europe 
this time but maybe luck, cir- 
cumstance and talent are com- 
bining to allow Ferguson's time 


By Guy HODGSON 

to come. At the very least, if 
United fell short this season 
there are no compelling rea- 
sons apart from Dot being good 
enough. 

It was a theme picked up by 
Ferguson's captain, Roy Keane, 
as Wednesday turned to Thurs- 
day in an empty and echoing 
Old.T'afibnL *Tn the past we’ve 
either been too young, too in- 
experienced or had too many in- 
juries but now we have to 
accept' this is who we are. 
Th night we began to show the 
maturity we’ve been searching 
foe” 

Importantly, rival teams are 
reaching that conclusion too. 
Inter; apart from a late flurry 
which should have yielded a 
goal were disappointing but 
were forced into a shell by con- 
cern. They feared United’s 
pace and fretted about Ryan 
Giggs and contorted their 
shape to counter both at the ex- 
pense of their own flow. 

Mircea Lucescu withdrew 


Youri Djotkaeff and Roberto 
Baggio to wide positions to 
caver the incursons of United’s 
fiill-backs, but white the former 
supplemented Javier Zanetti to 
curtail Giggs, the latter’s idea 
of tracking back was halfheart- 
ed at best. 

The consequence was Aron 
Winter; a midfield player rather 
than a full-back, was frequent- 
ly confronted fay two players, 
Gary Neville and David Beck- 
ham. The answer would have 
been for the centre-back 
Francesco Colonnese to move 
across to aid Winter but Inter 
were so conscious of their aer- 
ial mabflity they did not have the 
confidence to let Giuseppe 
Bergomi and Fhbio Galante go 
one on one vn& Andy Cole awl 
Dwight Yorke. 

The outcome was not edify- 
ing for anyone who has admired 
the rugged obduraqy of past 
Italian teams. Beckham, who 
Fbrguson described as tbe best 
crosser in Europe, was free to 
torture Inter with a series of 
precise arcs that led to two 


headed goals for Yorke and 
would have provided another 
for Cole but for an exceptional 
save from Gianluca Pagfiuca. 

Interwill devise a system to 
counter Beckham at the San 
Siro but his priorities win be dif- 
fered and more defensive there 
and United wffl be hitting on the 
break. Cue toe pace of Giggs 
and Cole primed by Yorke' s 
cleverness and the reason why 
Ferguson is so confident 

Ybrfce, who now has 24 goals 
this season, had arguably bis 
best match for United while if 
Peter Schmeicbel is still going 
through a crisis in confidence 
then he is going to freeze for- 
wards with apprehension when 
he casts off his doubts, but it 
was Beckham who had Fergu- 
son drooling. 

“We gave him a rest for 
three weeks over the New Year 
and he’s benefited from that," 
the United manager said. 
“There’s a great freshness 
about his game and he’s back 
to his peak performances, pos- 
ing questions far every team be 


meets. He is an outstanding 
central midfield player bat until 
I get someone who can cross 
the ball as well as that he'll stay 
on the right wing." 

Ferguson has been criticised 
for rotating bis squad but, as he 
pointed out on Wednesday, 
Beckham, Schmeichel Gary 
Neville and Paul Scboles have 
had rests this season and all but 
the last, who flickered rather 
ahofae, were outstanding 
against Intec 

Given toe attention on Beck- 
haxn, who was meeting Diego 
Simeone for the first time since 
his infamous sending off play- 
ing for England in the TOrid 
Cup, it was a remarkable per- 
formance and one, glory be, 
that might be a sign of his 
growing up. 

If you give him the benefit of 
the doubt that he did not flick 
out at S imeo ne in the first half 
and was merely spun round by 
the momentum of his tanHe, it 
was a composed performance 
from Beckham, who was gra- 
cious enough to exchange 


odours and smiles with his 
St Etienne nemesis at toe end. 

“I decided before toe game 
it would be a nice idea to swap 
shirts with Simeone,” Beck-, 
ham said. “There's been a lot 
said about me and a lot about . 
him, there’s been a lot of hype, 
but I have learned to get on wife 
my life, I don’t listen to what 
people say about me. 

“It was a good night for me 
with two good crosses but the 
great thing for me is with 
Dwight Ybrke and Andy Cole, 
one is always spinning away 
from toe other and that means 
you've always got something to 
aim foe They mate it easy for 
me." 

Inter and hick made it easi- 
er for United, too, because 
there seemed little wrong with 
Simeone’s disallowed goal and 
Ferguson’s satisfaction would 
have been soured if Henning 
Berg had not cleared off the line 
from Colonnese in injury tone. 

“We wfll have, to look at why 
tinwe things happened towards 
the end,” Ferguson said refus- 


ing to gloss ova- his side’s de- 
ficiencies on a night erf shud- 
dering commitment where 
excitement might have dnifod 
his critical faculties. “We can 
get better I thought we were 
fragmented at times and the 
tempo of- our passing could 
have been better” 

Both faults stemmed from an 
unsure grip on concentration, 
which is United’s enduring 
weakness, and if Fferguson can 
conjure an improvement in 
that department, there will 
be genuine reasons for 

np niniKm. 

Into: have twice overcome 
two-goal deficits against Eng- 
lisfr sides -against Liverpool in 
1965 and Aston Villa nine years 
ago - bu t there was Httie on 
Wednesday to suggest tbeywifi 
do tbe same on 17 March. Wife 
or without Ronaldo. 


.a collision with Javier Zanetti 
late in the game, but the injury 
is not exposed to exclude him 
from Sunday's FA Cup quarter- 


Grayson sparks England win Trouble for Toshack 


AT HAYES on Tbesdgy the Eng- 
land semi-professional side did 

what was beyond Glenn Hod- 

dle’s senior team in the quali- 
fiers for the last Work! Cup - 
they beat Italy. 

On a mostly waterlogged 
pitch which would surety have 
been declared unplayable if 
the opposition had travelled 
from, say. Romford instead of 
Rome, England fulfy deserved 
their 4-1 win over the Italian 
Serie C Underffl tide. Stronger 
and more experienced, the 
home team adapted far better 
to the conditions and produced 
a display foil of purpose and 
commitment 

Cheltenham Town’s Neil 
Grayson was rewarded for a 
hard-working performance up 
front for England with two fine 
goals, one a diving header and 
the other a shot calmly lifted 
over toe Italian goalkeeper. 


NON-LEAGUE 

NOTEBOOK 


By Rupert Metcalf 

After Grayson’s strikes early 
in each ball England took a 
three-goal lead when Thierry 
Cavazzana slid the ball into 
his own net under pressure 
from Dale Watkins. Hayes’ Lee 
Charles delighted the home 
crowd by leaping high to head 
in a fourth goal before Vincen- 
zo Iaquinta’s well-struck shot 
provided the Italians with a 
deserved consolation goal. 

In recent years, toe England 
semi-pro side has provided 
some distinguished graduates, 
such as Leicester’s Steve 
Guppy, Birmingham’s Paul Rir- 
long and West Bromwich Al- 
bion's Lee Hughes. A similar 
supply of young talent from 
the current England team 


seems much less lihety though, 
due to the selection by the 
manager; John Owens, of a 
number of experienced former 
Football League players. 

Grayson, formaty of North- 
ampton and Chesterfield, was 
joined in the England side by 
Mark Yates (Cheltenham, ex- 
Birmingham), Warren Patmore 
(Yeovil, ex-Northampton), Gary 
Butterworth (Rushden, ex- 
Peierixirough), Gary Patterson 
(Km^tonian, ex-Shrewsbury) 

and Andy Comyu (Hednesford, 
ex-Aston Villa, Derby and Ply- 
mouth). All are unlikely to re- 
turn to League football. 

When it was put to Owens 
that his representative side 
might be better served by play- 
ers with more of a genuine 
non-League background, he 
said: “The selection criteria is 
not fixed. There is no age limit 
and I waul to mould the squad 


into a team fit to represent 
England.* The manager added 
that Grayson had been “fun of 
energy and enthusiasm" and. 
fike his team-mates, was eager 
to play for his country - an 
opinion that the watching Chel- 
tenham manager; Steve Cot- 
terill, proudly agreed with. 

“I thought Grayson was out- 
standing and, for me, he was 
vying with Butterworth for man 
of toe match," CotteriH said. 
England have two more in- 
ternationals this season: away 
to toe Netherlands on 80 March 
in Genemidden and a home 
game at a venue not yet fixed 
against Wales on 23 May. 

MCI Mm SMM I'UUrrTOUWWI XI t* 

Myl (3-5-2): book (Chetonham). Daa>i 
(WttMflg), (Smeragc). ftp {Soaitv 

port): Sum (DorKkUerl, fttww 
(Ktagsortam. 8Bttanmtft fftolrtn). tttas . 
j Cheltenham). lla i Umnn i t (RKtideP): 
Gmyao^ (Qettenham). Puare ffccaiq 
S u hortnum Qartaa (Haysa) hx F a unyjq 
55; ICnUa (Oteftenium) for Patmore, 55, 
ataman {Oorarl fa Shm. Cams 
(Hednesfonfl fa Oa ntty, 74; flmWd (jja- 
genlum ji fedbrMge) far Book. 74. 


REALMADRnySClarenceSee- 
dorf and Fbrnando Hierro woe 
involved in a dressing-room 
fracas after their side’s I-l 
home draw with Itynaao Kiev 
in toe European Cop quarter- 
finals on Wednesday. 

According to Spanish news- 
papers, toe two internationals 
came to blows and had to be 
pulled apart by their team- 
mates. The argument between 
two senior players capped a 
hngety disappointing nigh t for 
the European champions, who 
fell behind to . Andriy 
Shevchenko’s opportunistic 
strike on 54 minutes before 
salvaging a draw through a 
Predrag-Mjatovic free-kick 12 
minutes later. The incident 
served notice to Real’s new 
coach, John Tbshacfc, that not 
all the problems at the troubled 
club are on the field 

Hierro, toe team vice-cap- 


tain, clashed with tbe Dutch in- 
ternational in the first half of 

Wednesday’s game when the 

two argued over who should 
take a free-kick. 

Tbshack made no comment 
On toe incident, 'preferring to 
concentrate on the side’s per- 
formance which, as the Welsh- 
man admitted, also efispiayed a 
worrying lack of team spirit 
"The players have got to be 
more intelligent" Tbshack said. 
“Some of them have too fixed 
an idea of bow to use toe ball 
and that cant continue. WeVe 
got to cany on working on this. 
We were fer too individual" 

T bshack r emains pp nfirier rt 
of progressing to toe semi-fi- 
- nals. But he wfll dearly need to 
do something about thelack of 
discipline being shown by his 
senior players, Tbe flare-up be- 
tween Hierro ami Seeddrf is art 
te first time toe Dutchman has 


clashed with a team-mate. In 
Tbkyo, during preparations for 

the Intercontinental Grip match 
against tbe Brarifian dub Vasco 
da Gama, Seedarfand the Real 
defender Ivan Campo were 
caught on camera fighting. 
Seedorf was also iovdved in an- 
other televised row in January 
as he and Mgatovic traded in- 
sults during toe 4-0 defeat at 
DeportfeoI^Coroda. 

Tbshack, who was persuad- 
ed to come back to Madrid in 
place of Guus Hiddink last 
month, received the backing of 
the dub president, Lorenzo 
Sam, in his decision to substi- 
tute the mM^pcrformingSee- 
dor£ “The coach has 
demonstrated tost he doesn't 
have favourites on toe field.” 
Sanz said. “When a player, 
whatever his name is, isn’t 
paying wdl it seems to me per- 
fect that he is taken off." 


a co-operative, said yesterday * ' 

“The situation at Crystal 
Palace is (fifficult because of toe 
amount of money involved,” 
Watkins added of Palace’s 
debts, which are now under- 
stood to stand at 220m. Matters 
are further complicated, 
Whtkins said, because Palace do 
not own their ground or even 
their t raining facilities. Rnfli a™ 
still in the hands of the former 
owner; Ron Noades, and 
Watkins believes that, logical- 
ly, Noades (now toe owner of 
Brentford) will go bad: to SeT- 
hurst Park. “No one else can 
deal with it,” Watidns said. 

Wa tkins ’ own involvement 
in running a football drfo began 
in December 1996, when The 
Cherries were £5m in debt and a 
61 per cent of toe club was! 
owned fay five uzqwpularisto- • 
victuals. Five members of tbe 
board resigned an legal ad- 
vice, and the Inland Revenue, 
amongst other creditors, called 
for the dub to be wound up. A 
month later, Bournemouth 
went into receivership, a step 
further than administration, 
the situation Palace find them- 
selves in at the moment 

With a dmini stration, there is 
at least a grace period of some 
three months for a company to 
sort out its problems. With re- 
ceivership, banks take control 
and attempt to sell the business 
for whatever it is worth. 

At this point, in January 
1997, Watkins, who had no ex- 
perience of running anybusi- 
-ness, let alone a football dub. 
starting a “fighting fond” td^ 
raise money to tide Boure- 
mouto over By June that year; 
he had raised some £500,000, 
had been joined by five like- 
minded fens at the helm of the 
co-op, and had put together a 
deal - costing £2. 7m in total, 
backed fay a loan from Uoyds 
bank- which would lead to sup- 
porter ownership. The Trust set 
up by the supporters now owns 
51 percent of the shares, all tbe 
board members from past 
regimes have gone, and 
Bournemouth has in place a 
plan that also sees its crafitors 
paid back £77,500 each year 

“We actually took toe busi- 
‘ ness and mad e a profit in ordi- 
nary trading of £220,000 in the 

first year;” Watkins said, al- 
though he conceded that the 
sale of the club’s captaii 
Matthew Holland, for £800,000 
to Ipswich, had been crudaL 
“The time has come where we 
probably need to make anoth- 
er sale,” Watkins added, but he 
said such moves were a small 
price to pay for a .dub now 
owned fay toe fans, accessible 
to toe fans and accountable to 
the fans. Even tbe directors 
now pay for their own season 
tickets. 

“IRuis* co-operatives] are 

certainty the cake people are 
. looking to bake,” said Watkins. 
His book. Cherries in the Red, 




published in April, and 
wee has been .sought fa 
as varied as ,-C 
Portsmouth, Oxford, 1 
Burnley; Hereford -and 
Thistle. “Whether you 
toe same with differen 
dients is questionab 
added. The head chef at 
it seems, could be Ron] 
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arnsley 
need a 
polished 

display 


Palace John Hendrie believes that, like 

, . last year, his team can earn their 

not ripj. spurs in the Cup. By Gny Hodgson 

for fan 
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YOU CAN measure how long it 
is since a dub won the FA Cup, 
, not just m years but in micro- 
• miIF*Aptres cm the old trophy it- 
self. bright and bold is the 
engraving for winners in the 
Eighties and early Nineties but 
names fade into the silverwork 
the further you travel 
You can just still make out 
WHIUS THE the word Barnsley but only 

P&lanr hni^. 1 - in just. It is, after all, nearly 90 
man irypimjii; :t. • f,, r , V years since the club heat West 
rtweLMjtvi^-ii:! Bromwich AlbioD in the 1912 

Ikmsin fin® 1 and scores of polishers 

Mid yw*ei\i » i have been slowly wiping away 

ttnUk*m> iha; !.•--• :r* the evidence as time has 
wffi be ahU ! o'- , ^ 5 erased memories. 
MBtegthnr • ' 1 ~' : The Cup was at Oakwell 

- • ■ ’‘’Ba**’ to yestmday doing a pre-quarter- 

Mi ImtiutT- «. final grand tour and cynics 

“ ' " ‘ ' ^ - would sneer it is the closest that 
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rift 


Barnsley will get to the trophy 
this season given that they 
meet the resurgent Tottenham 
toro'fcrow. Certainty it is the 
neaffet their player-manager 
John Hendrie, has ever been. 

It is a curiosity that in a ca- 
reer spanning 17 years with 
Coventry, Bradford, Newcastle, 
Leeds and Middlesbrough, he 
had to wait until the age of 34 
before he reached the quarter- 
finals of the Cup. Now, with his 
appearances fenited to virtoalty 
none he has got there again. 


“Oh last yearT he replied 
without the slightest hesita- 
tion when asked what was his 
most cherished Cup memory “I 
had never scored against Man- 
chester United so to get a goal 
at Old Trafford and then a g am 
here in the replay was a big 
high. 

Tt was particularly special 
as I had a lot of family from 
Scotland. My mum_and dad 
were at the Old Trafford game 
and they are knocking on a wee 
bit so that was a big highlight'’ 

Hendrie became mana ger 
much to his own surprise 'last 
Jufy when he amved back from 
holiday and found urgent mes- 
sages waiting fm him frenn the 
Barnsley chai rman, John Den- 
nis. Danny Wilson had decided 
to leave the dub for Sheffield 
Wednesday and he was asked 
to fill the breach. 

. Some void it was, because 
Wilson had become more than 
just a football manager in his 
four-year spell at Barnsley. He 
had guided them to their first 
appearance in the top division 
in their history anrij although 
they were relegated straight 
away his reputation had re- 
mained intact. Hendrie’s posi- 
tion was to being the act 
that followed Salome's dance. 



John Hendrie finds himself as dose-as he has ever been to the FA Cop at Oakwell yesterday 


“You can’t live in (he shad- 
ows of anyone," Hendrie said. 
“Danny's time here was an 
era and 1 was part of that era 
but you have to do things your 
own way." 

Had players been slow to 
adapt from his transformation 
from colleague to boss? “It was 
no problem for me,” he said, 
“and if anyone thoughton those 
lines they haven’t a chance 
under me. I'm the manager - 
they have to accept it” 

Hendrie’s appointment part- 
ly helped galvanise season- 
ticket sales and some 14,000 
were purchased. But the cam- 
paign has not been a raging 


success. Neil Redfeam and 
Ashley Ward have been trans- 
ferred and Barnsley have been 
beset with so many injuries that 
a dozen of his first-team squad 
have required surgery this sea- 
son and 18 different striking 
combinations have been tried. 

Dreams of an instant return 
to the Premiership have re- 
ceded in- a spell in which they 
have scored in only one of their 
last eight League games, so the 
FA Cup, like last season, is a last 
refuge in the chase for acclaim. 

Wednesday’s First Division 
match against Bradford City 
could have been their season in 
a microcosm. They lost 1-0, 


had a goal disallowed - “I’ve 
watched it on the video and 
there’s no way it’s offeide” - 
and, of course a player was in- 
jured, Peter Markstedt 

All of winch is hardjy the best 
preparation for meeting Tot- 
. tenham who have gone from 
the bumbling giants ripe for the 
killing they duly received at 
Oakwell in the fourth round last 
season to the most successful 
cup team in England. But man- 
agers are paid to be optimistic 
and Hendrie is. 

“I was encouraged by the 
Bradford game,” he said T had 
a right go after Sunday's per- 
formance against Crystal 


Palace [Barnsley lost 1-0] be- 
cause it wasn’t good enough but 
on Wednesday we gave our alL 
OK, we didn’t have that craft, 
that fizushing quality but we 
created some chances which is 
positive. 

“I told the players, T don’t 
want any heads down in here I 
want to see you nice, chirpy and 
positive tomorrow because 
Saturday's a massive game for 
you and I want you to enjoy it 
There’s no pressure on you.” 1 

As for Spurs, Hendrie con- 
cedes the task will be harder to- 
morrow than it was last time. 
“They’re a smashing team, " hp 
said. “George Graham is a fan- 


David Ashdown 

tastic manager who has made 
them very tough to beat We 
have to perform to our maxi- 
mum ability and hopefully 
they’re a wee bit under on the 
day because, let's face it 
they’ve got the better players.” 

One of the home players 
might be Hendrie himself albeit 
as a substitute. “I want to be in- 
volved,” he said, “and if I was 
just a player I would be but 
there's so much to do as man- 
ager. I had to miss training this 
morning, for example, but if it 
comes down to me and the 
laundry lady I might get a 
shout” Providing she is still 
polishing the Cup, of course. 


West Indies welcome wet weather 


- RAIN CLOUDS hovered omi- 
nously over Port-of-Spain most 

' of yesterday and left the outfield 
... at the^Queen’s Park Oval soggy 
em fth under foot to threaten 
the 3art of the West Infies* first 
Test against Australia here 
today. 

The downpours, more of 
which are forecast over the 
next three days, were wel- 
. corned by cynical, if not entirely 
unrealistic, fans here who 
; regard the weather as the only 
hope of the West Indies escap- 
ing from the match with a draw. 
Talk of victory around these 

- parts is taken with the same 
scepticism as politicians' 
promise of foil employment. 


CRICKET 


by tony Cozier 

in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad 

It is a pessimism prompted 
- by the trauma of the West Indies’ 
calamitous visit to South Africa 
and the chaotic aftermath. 

The tour ended less than a 
month ago in a 5-0 whitewash 
in the Test series and 5-1 in the 
one-day internationals and has 
been followed by humiliating 
public criticism by the West In- 
dies Cricket Board president, 
Pat Rousseau, of the “weakness 
in leadership” of captain Brian 
Lara, manager Clive Lloyd and 
coach Malcolm Marshall 


At the same Confer- 
ence, though, Rou&eSu an- 
nounced that all would be 
retained but Lara would on pro- 
bation for two Ttests to straight- 
en himself out It has done little 
to improve the Board's image in 
the dressing room. 

In the interim, the middle- 
aider batting was decimated by 
the unavailability of Shivnarine 
Chanderpaul and Carl Hooper 
Chanderpaul is covering from 
torn ligaments in bis right 
shoulder and will not be ready 
until tiie second Test next 
week, Hooper is with his 
seriousjy-ill infant son and his 
Australian wife in Adelaide. 

Lara has only just got the 


all-dear on a chipped bone just 
above his "right wrist a painful 
legacy of South Africa, while the 
veteran fast bowtes Curtly Am- 
brose and Courtney Walsh, for 
so long the spearheads of the at- 
tack, have been resting ageing 
hams tring musdes pulled in 
South Africa in readiness for 
what is likely to be their final 
campaign. None has played a 
first-class match for six weeks. 

The situation was so con- 
fused that the selectors chose a 
squad of 15 to cover all even- 
tualities, five of them new to Tfest 
cricket They recalled Jimmy 
Adams and Roland Holder for 
their first Itest in ayear to fill the 
middle-order vacancies. 


' Fresh , from their Ashes 
triumph, the Australians' only 
concern, in Steve Waugh’s 
debut Test -as Mark Tayior’s 
successor ' -as captain, is 

whether to use Shane Wanxe or DARREN MADDY*S unbeaten 
Stuart MacGill as their leg- century and his unbroken 
spinner should the pitch remain fourth-wicket stand of 142 with 
as grassy today as it was yes- Andrew Blintoff put England A 
terday. It is a puzzle that under- in an unexpectedly strong po- 
Knes their immense strength at sitionatthedoseofplayonthe 
present first day of five against the 

Joseph, it Adams, r o Jacobs iwkcj. c Maddy finished with 122 and 
ELAmbrosa. m Dm™, p d cairns, c a Flintoffput himself in line for a 

Australia (from): s r Waugh (capo, hundred too, having reached 70 

WaJnlGS^ BleiiwitRT 1 Pondn&^Hea^ ° U Lj£ 259 ^ 2 s ^UOpS. 

(wkn, s k utame. a c Dale, s cg MacGiii. Things had not been as 
J n GHiespie. g □ McGrath. promising when the tourists 

Umpires: E A Nicholls (Wl) and P Willey , 

(Eng). struggled to 45 for 2 m the face 

of movement and lively bounce 
from a useful pace attack. 

. -J *■ * 1 rwi A 1 1 A The En s 1 * nd A captain. 

Teenager shows his class on Test debut the toss andtookfirst^^of the 

O bat, only to end up gloving a ball 

from Greg Smith to the wick- 

10 points and Sri Lanka four, etkeeper, having scored four, 
ftx aay: pmastm toss Maddy and Mai Loye then 

Saeed Armor b vMdvwnasiqpw!!!!. .o played and missed regularly at 

aaeSK Smith and David Townsend, 
inzamam-irf-Haq b WtcJcranusInghe 0 the fatter bOWling a tight line 

8 *£ and being rewarded when the 

•B*al (for 3. SS oners) 192 Northamptonshire batsman 

ib beeshahid AMds. tMoin wan. "wasim adjudged Ibw padding up. 

Ahrarn . Saqlam Mutfiuq. Snafnd Mule Fazj-e- Matt Windows joined Maddy 

Bowfeu (to dm)r wtcfeaiwinghe i9-7- in a stand of 72 until a mix-up 

61-3: Dc Sha 11-0-66-0: Hatburuslngtia oawhnth hatsmen stimkatone 
10-3-2 1 -a BmcmaiitoAe 18-7-2SA Mplge ua»nuai suit* ai uue 

7-i-i*-o. end - and it was the Glouces- 

A ; a5^^ e ^? u p D 'n F i“ tershire man who had to go. 

u The u^rt^te dismi^al 
BandaraOdake. G P Wfckram*dnghe. brought Fimtoff to the Wicket 

vmpbgiiR e Koertzen (SAj and d r shep- and he celebrated his call-up to 


Maddy puts 
tourists on top 


BY MARK HARGREAVES 
in Cape Town 


England A 259-3 
v UCB President's XI 


• pai.JItan’S teenage batting 
talent, the 18-yearold Imran 
Naziz; scored a polished 64 on 
his debut on the rain-marred 
opening day of Pakistan’s Asian 
Test Championship match 
agains t Sri Lanka yesterday. 

Imran shared in a second- 
wicket stand of 105 with Waja- 
hatullah Wasti, .who was left 
unbeaten on 80 when bad light 
forced an eariy dose, with Pak- 
istan on 192 for 3 after Wasim 
Abram had won the toss and 
elected to bat first 

Wajahatullah, playing in only 


Pakistan 192-3 v Sri Lanka 


his second Test, has faced 187 
balls so far and has struck 12 
fours. 

Pakistan recovered well 
after Pramodya Wickremas- 
inghe had bowled Saeed Anwar 
with the third ball of the match. 

imran, who earned a Test 
call-up after a recent excellent 
performance against the South 
African Under-19 team, quick- 
ly showed his cfass with a string 

of powerful shots. 

His 67-ball half-century was 


studded with eight fours and a 
six, off C handjfca Huthu rsingfa e- 
By contrast, Wajahatullah faced 
121 balls before reaching his 50. 

Imran fell soon after pfay re- 
sumed following a 138-minute 
stoppage for rain. He had added 
only five to his lunch score 
when he mis- timed a hook shot 
off Wickremasinghe and was 
caughtat deep fine leg by Sajee- 
va de Silva. His 87-ball knock 
contained 10 fours and a six. 

Wickremasinghe captured 
his second wicket in five balls 
by bowling the out-of-form In- 


zamam-ul-Haq for a duck with 
a fine inswinger He finished the- 
day with figures of 3 for 61. 

Wickremasinghe. exploiting 
the heavy conditions, should 
have had a fourth wicket but 
' Russell Arnold dropped Yousuf 
Ybhanna at first slip when he 
had scored one. 

It was to prove a costly mis- 
take as he and Wajahatullah 
compiled an unbroken stand of 
87 for the fourth wicket. 

Pakistan, with 17 points, are 
already through to the 12 March 
final in Dhaka. India have 


the England World Cup party by 
quickly imposing himself with- 
out taking chances. 

Hie one blemish in Flin toffs 
innings came when he was 
dropped by Smith on the long- 
off boundary for what should 
have been a routine outfield 
catch off the spinner Derek 
Crookes. The ball then rolled 
over the boundary rope. 

Maddy reached his century 
soon after Fimtoff had brought 
up his 50, and the hundred 
partnership followed with an off- 
drive from the Leicestershire 
opener - his llth four. 

first day ef five: England A won ross 

ENGLAND A - Rrtt Innings 

D L Maddy not ouc 122 

*M P Vauglun c MasiMazana b Smltn .4 


.17 

....33 

....70 

....13 

-259 


M B Loye ibw b Kemp 
M G N Windows run out 

A Flintoff not out 

Extras (8)12. nbl) 

Tbeal (Tor 3, 92 overs) 

FOIL- 1-5. 2-45. 3-117. 
lb bad V S SolanW. G P Swann. TC M 
W Read. S 0 Thomas. D A Cosher. S J 
Harmison. 

Bowlins: Smith 20-7-31-1; Townsend 
23-4-e^O: Kemp 16-3-A 1-1: Abrahams 
13-2-33-0: Crookes 20-5-5B-0. 
PR ES IDENTS H:ML Bruyns, C C Brad- 
AeJd. H H Dlppenaar. M van Jaarsveld. F 
C Brooker. ‘D N Crookes. J M Kemp 5 
Abrahams. tL Masikazana. O H Tbwnsend. 
G J Smith. 

Umpires: D F Becker and R Brooks. 


Smyth 
sweeps 
clear 
of field 


GOLF 


BY NORMAN DABELL 
in Penina, Portugal 


THE FORMER Ryder Cup play- 
er; Des Smyth, struck a blow for 
the veterans yesterday when he 
fashioned a two-shot lead in the 
first round of the Algarve Open. 

The 46-year-old Irishman, 
whose fast European Tour suc- 
cess was the 1993 Madrid Open, 
had birdies at five of the first six 
holes, two of them with chip-ins. 
on the way to a six- under-par 66. 

It was the lowest return on 
a course trimmed from par 73 
to 72 but failed to count as a 
record because preferred lies 
were in operation on the sodden 
fairways. 

Even though the wet weath- 
er has produced a long course, 
a trusty ‘'broom-handle" putter 
left Smyth two better than a 
pack of six - the South African 
Retief Goosen, Japan's Kat- 
suyoshi Ibmori, Swede Fredrik 
Jacobson, Spaniards Santiago 
Luna and Miguel Jimenez and 
Frenchman Jean van de Velde. 

The long-handled club paid 
handsome dividends for Smyth 
as he needed only li putts 
going out and 13 coming home 
- three from off the green. 

After several ups and downs 
fast year and a poor start this 
year, the genial Irishman now 
has his feet oo the ground. 

“Today was a real blast from 
the past for me," Smyth said. 
“But tournaments are over 72 
holes. If I'm still up there with 
nine holes to go on Sundayl will 
not be afraid to win. 

“But making the cut will be 
a relief after missing out both 
times thisyear so fan I only kept 
my card by two places and 
about £1^00 last year and I don’t 
want that kind of worry again 
this yean I think I’ve scared my- 
self into this score. I feel like a 
hare being chased by a lot of 
greyhounds, knowing I can’t get 
away from than still for another 
four years when I join the 
seniors. But I just love being 
competitive. It's where I get my 
buzz.” 

Scotland’s Sam Torrance, 
45, was another veteran on 
song, returning after a five- 
week injury fay-off to shoot a 69. 

Goosen was playing only his 
second event this year after 
breaking his left aim in a ski- 
ing accident on 2 January. 

European rankings leader 
David Howell had a disap- 
pointing 74, while the defending 
champion Peter Mitchell card- 
ed 71. Their English compatri- 
ot Justin Rose shot 71 to give 
himself a chance of making 
his first cut at the 15th attempt 
as a professional 

ALGARVE OPEN |hnlM, Portugal) 
First-round Korea (GB or Irf unless 
stated); 66 D Smyffl. 68 R Goosen (SA), 
MA Jimenez (Sp). KTomori (Jpn).5 Luna 
(Sp). F Jacobson (Sue). J van De Velde 
IFr). 69 F Valera (Sp). 5 Torrance. D Oil- 
fort. M Scarpa [icj. R Kartsson fSwej. 70 
S Webster. J Rivero (Sp). I Garbutt. B May 
JUS). R Winchester. 71 A Oldcam. P 
Lawrle. A Cotort. A Ce)ha (Gar). P Fulke 
(5we). A Wail. J Blckerton. R BoxaJl. P 
Mitchell. C Hainline (US). T Johnstone 
(23m). MJonzDn (SwrJ. H Clark, J Rose. 

F Cea (Sp). R Wessels (SA). P Af Heck. P 
Unhart (Swe). 72 S Henderson. M Flo- 
noli (It). V Phillips. F Lindgren (Swel. D 
Borrego (Sp). E Canon Ico (It). W Riley 


Roe, A Sobrinho (Pon. A Cabrera [Are), 
J Mdlor. JP dxous (Fr). S Bennetr. 73 G 
Orr. T Levee (Fr). J Berendt (Arg). A 
Me Lardy (SA). J Lara (Sp). S Gallacner. H 
Nystrom (Swe). D Hospital (Sp). A 
Hansen (Den), P Baker. T Munot (Sp). R 
J Dersken (Ned). P Sales. J Quires (Sp). 
■N Campino (Por). J Singh (Ind). J 
McHenry. T Glllls (US). 7* A Shertwme. 
S Hansen (Den). B Davis. A Beal. G 
Norquisc (US), C Whicelaw (SA). R Clay- 
don, P Harrington, D Chopra (Swe). F tv- 
naud (Fr). D Howell, M Angiert (Swe). 1 
Spence. T Gogelc (Ger), R Drummond, J 
Coceres (Arg), D Robertson. 

' denotes amateur 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 
7.30 antes stated 
NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 
THIRD DIVISION 

' Cardiff Chester (7.30) 

“ , LEAGUi'OF WALES: Abervstwyth v 
TN5 uSnaniffraW. 

.. HU HARP LASER SENIOR CHAL- 
LENGE CUP OBaner-Rnal: Galway Utd 
v St Patricks Athlede (7-45}. 

• PONT1NS LEAGUE Prauiter Dhrfslon: 
" Uuerpool v NOKlnglum Forest. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE 
First DMsJoa: Untehampton BW v 
Chichester City. 

rugby union 

A INTERNATIONALS 

France v Wales (at Pwlgueux, 6.0) 

. Ireland vEngiard IM Dwnybroak. 5.0) 
Scotland v Italy (at Galashiels. 7.0) .... 

UNDER-21 INTERNATIONALS 
France v Wales (at Bordeaux, 6.0) 

• Ireland v England tat St Mary's College. 

B Dublin. 2.0) 

Scotland v Italy (» Old Anntesland, 
Glasgow. 6.30) 

CHELTENHAM AND 
GLOUCESTER CUP 
<9 QUARTER-FINALS 

Moseley w Bedford 

- Sale v Northampton (7i45) ■■ ■■ 

.• club match: Worcester v Coventry 

rugby league 

' JJB SPORTS SUPER LEAGUE Wigan 

v Hun. 

BASKETBALL 
bUDwasER LEAGUE: Milton Keynes 
, v Worthing; Newcastle w 6dtnbirrgh. 


BASKETBALL 

mm: Philadelphia 102 Chicago 06: W*h- 
ington 95 Indiana 10& Orlando 93 Char- 
lotte 76; Milwaukee 1 06 GoWen State 78: 
Utah 109 Iftncouver 86: LA Latere 101 
pnoentx BSSaoameneo 93 Portland 97 (btj. 
euro LEAGUE qtarrer-Jlnals. second 
leg* CSKA Moscow (Rus) 98 Efes Pllsen 
/Turk) 105 lot). Ef» Pttsea wta 2-0. 
WEDNESDAY’S LATE RESULT) Bud- 
Let^ue: Derby 83 Leicester 81. 


BOWLS 

WOMEN’S ALL-ENGLAND INDOOR 
CHAMPIONSHIPS (Enter): Pairs 
^-w Uhaic c Webb and J Raylance (Norm 
Vfelsharn) b:J Wfflson and P Strong (Ur* 
coin) 20-18: G wins rone and I Mofyneux 
(Oxford CfiQ bt M Playleafd JAnnetn 
Loiwneadowl 20-1 5- Haafc C Webb and 
j to^ncefNorth Wbb^btGWinsrone 

and I Molyneu* Igicfwd C6C) 24-1 



W MeKon (A ^teM) 21-1 3, ftunmnll 
Ybung) W Padbrook Park (P Clark] 20-16. 
Eaham (K SmiitJ U Es»« County (E 
Pooling) 21-12: Avon Wley (M Tjrrg 

gSSSMMSa’MS 
jsggj 3*s2\ .s. 


boxing 

Paul Lloyd is to fight Mexico's Mar- 
co Antemlo Ban era for the world 
Boxins Organisation su per -ban- 
ram weight title at the Derby Storm 
Camcw Saturday, 27 March. The 


bout will be the main support to the 

Carl Thompson-Johnny Nelson WBO 
cru'iservwdght fight. 

CRICKET 

The Sri Lankan off-spinner. Kumara 
Dharmasena. who has been asked 
to rectify his bowling action by the 
International Cricket Council, has 
been selected In the preliminary 
squad OM 9 for the World Cup. Off- 
spinner Muttlah Muralitharan. who 
was called for throwing during the 
Tri-Narions series in Australia in 
January, has also been Included. 
SRI LANKA PRE MINIMART WORLD 
CUP SOUAD: A Ranatunga (cape), P A de 
Silva. S T Jayasunya. R S Kaluwicharana, 
M 5 AUpattu. A AW Gunawardftu, D P 
M Jaw warden*. H P TlllekeratM. U O U 
Chandara. W P U J C Iftas. Kumara Dhar- 
masena. Surest! Perera, G P WfickfeiTias- 
Inghe, R S Kalpace. DNT Zoysa. M 
MuraUtharan, U C Hathvavsinghe. KEA 
Upashantha. H Botefu. 

Yorkshire will be known as Y&rtehire 
Phoenix and will wear orange in the 
National League next season. The 
dub have secured £75,000, three- 
year-deal with kit suppliers Asics. 
Sussex will be without left-arm pace 
bowler Jason Lewry for the start of 
the season thanks to the shoulder 
injury which forced his early return 
from England As tour of Zimbabwe. 
SUPERSPORT SERIES Hnal (Buffalo 
Pwrfe; first day of four): Western 
Province 180 for S (E D Simons 75. A C 
Dawson 51 no) v Border. 

SHEFFIELD SHIELD (first d*f at 
four): Sydney: New Soucli Wales 312 for 
5 (M G Sevan 12Bno. S Lee 69. M A lay, 
lev 61) v South Australia. Perttu Western 
Australia 330 lor 5 (M E Hussey J25no. 
T M Moody T09) v Tasmania. Brisbane 


Victoria 188 IB J Hodge 71): Queensland 
83 for a 

CYCLING 

Luc Leblanc the framer world road 
race champion, has retired and is 
considering suing Italian team Polti 
for breaking his contract. The 
Frenchman was dropped by Polti 
shortly after the Tbur de France dop- 
ing scandal and failed to find a new 
ream ai time for this season. Leblanc 
puDed out of the lew when the scan- 
dal reached its dimax to protest 
against police raids on team hotels. 

FOOTBALL 

The Huddersfield captain. Barry 
Home, has been ruled ouc for the 
rest Of Che season after undergoing 
an operation on knee ligament 
damage sustained In November. 
John Harding has resigned as the 
manager of the Nationwide Con- 
ference dub Famborough Town af- 
ter three weeks in charge. He left" 
after learning that his salary would 
not be paid, following the arrest on 
charges of conspiracy to Import co- 

■ caine of John Gumey. who was the 
head of a consortium that was sec 
to cake over the Hampshire dub. 
The Gillingham striker Carl Asaba has 
had hfa appeal against a cflsmissal up- 

■ held by a Football Association dis- 
dpBnary committee. Asaba was sen t 
off for allegedly head-butting David 
Greene of Colchester last month. 
LOAN; Stexe Fmbes imdfiHder) Colenesw 
to PmrtxMougP- 

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE: Ra-Arrangad lb- 
cum: Dm 16 March: Bury u Wolves. Ut 
20 April: DaiUngmn v Exewc 


SPORTING DIGEST 


GOLF 

Ernie Els and David Howell have won 
die first two European Golfer of the 
Month awards for 1 999. Each earns 
£1 ,000 for the Golf Foundation. 

AUSTRALASIAN PGA TOUR CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP (Royal Canberra): Leading 
nm-rounct scores (Ana unless caul): 
65 P O-MalW 66 A LsUesconoe. 67 G Vbar- 
ftig. 68 C Spence: M Cain: S Laycock: T 


iaajhcns; S Leaney 70 
ley; R Byrd (US): S Seanui (hfz): M Bertl- 

? ew (NZ): K Unde; N Smith; M Lone (NZ): 
Senior: D McKenzie: J Benepe (US): S 


Wearne. 


ICE HOCKEY 

NHL: Buffalo 3 Edmonton 5; Carolina 2 
Boson I : Florida 5 Colorado 7: Pittsburgh 
4 Montreal 4 (otj: Toronto 2 New Jersey 
5: Vancouver 3 San Jose 4: Anaheim 2 Los 
Angeles 1. 


RUGBY LEAGUE 

Wigan's Jason Robinson and Gary 
Connolly have been chosen for a 
fourth successive season in the 
Rothmans Coaches Select Xlll, a 
theoretical side put together by last 
year's 1 2 Super League coaches. The 
Leeds pair of lestyn Harris and Adri- 
an Motley were the most nominat- 
ed players but. with Harris selected 
at s can d- off rather than his start- 
ing position of full-back. 
ROTHMANS COACHES SELECT XDC 
RadUnsfcl (Wigan); Robtnsoa (Wigan). 
Connolly HMgani, Goddon (Leeds). 
Cummins (Leeds): Hants (Leeds), ranch 
(Halifax): Laughton (Sheffield). Con- 
ohigham (St Helens). Cowl* (Wigan), 
Moriav (Leeds). Seufchorpo (St Hetens). 
Ftarran (Wtganj. 


Bob Scott has left his post as the 
Rugby Football league’s Premiership 
Clubs manager by mutual consent. 

His brief involved the non-Super 
League sides and he was previously 
the general manager of the First and 
Second Division Clubs' Association. 
Salford Reds’ South African winger 
Mark Johnson, who unable to play 
in the Silk Cut Challenge Cup ties 
against Sheffield and Huddersfieid- 
has. received his work permit. 


RUGBY UNION 

WEDNESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: dub 

Matches: Cambridge University 19 Pen- 
guins 52: Oxford Untv 36 Oxfordshire 31: 
Rosslyn Park 21 Royal Navy 19. 

SNOOKER 

THAILAND MASTERS (Bangkok): Sao- 
aitdrocmtbJ Parrott (Eng) W S Lee (Eng) 
5-3: S Davis (Eng) be P Ebdon (Eng) 5-1; 
J Hlggms (Sco) oi M King (Eng) 5-3: M 
Williams (WSI) bt E Henderson (Sco) 5-2. 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 


EUROPEAN 
CUP-WINNERS' CUP 
QUARTER-FLN AL5 
FIRST LEG 

Lok Moscow (1) S Mkc Haifa (0) .J) 
Dzhanashia 47. 77. B9 30.000 

PEACE CUP INTERNATIONAL TOUR 


waterlogged pitxt'l Rjman Hogue Premier 
Dfnsion: Dagenham & Redbridge 4 Hamp- 
ton 0. Oattr matches postponed. UtJbond 


Centurion pen 88). 

WEDNESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Enro- 
pua Cap Qoarer^liais. flm las: Bayem 
fiuriiiT (Bber 30. Effenbera 34) Kaeer- 
slautern 0. Jiwencus 2 (InzagN 38. Conte 79) 
Otympla law 1 (Nbiiadbpen 90); Mandiester 
United 2 (Yoke 6, 45) Inter 0. R»l Madrid 
1 (MiiatiMc 671 Dynamo Kiev i (Shevchenko 
S4). FA Carting PramlwxMp: Sheffield 
Wednesday 1 (Emerson /60) Wimbledon 2 
lEkoku 8. Gayle 31)- Nationwide League: 

‘ ltd City 1 


ft Swindon 2 (Reeu 
Taylor 57. Kelly 78. Koumas 84). 

Scottish Cup: Fourth Round: Oyriebank 2 
(Nichoils 1 3TGa«dner 66] Duidee Utd 2(Otof- 
sson 51. Patterson 79} (tK ForlNfonk Stadi- 
um. Sorting. Replay Sonntoy). Endsltigh 
dnSawe Hcjay. Swiil flml~ Fambor- 
ough 0 Cneitennam 0 (abandoned Fuff-tune. 


League Cup: Senad-reimd replay:: 
potted: HucknaU v Em ley Llmpt Sussex 
County League: First Division: Postponed: 
Eastbourne Town v Hassocks Wtnsiunlead 
Kent League: Premier DMstoa; VOTAtfv 
ledc 0Dei2. ScrewftaDirea League: Pm- 
miei* DhriskHU AH matches postponed. 
Nartfiani Couatiae Eaae Laagiia Cup: Afl 
marches postponed. Press A Journal 1 
land League: Fraserburgh 3 Keith 4. i 
matches postponed. Poodos League: first 
Division: Grimsby 1 Port vale 0: west 
Bromwlcn 1 Coventry 0 tat Halesowen 
Run); Waives I Bolton 2. Second Division: 
Lincoln Qty 3 Scarborough 1. Notts County 

1 Mfetfum 4. TUrd DMdM Chesterfield 

2 Wigan 0: Hartlepool 3 Bury 2. Other match- 
es postponed League Cop quarter -dual: 
Postponed: Stockport v \6rk. Avon tnsw- 
ance Combination: firs* DtuMoe: Barnet 

0 Wnford 2 (at letdiwarthi; Bournemouth 
SNorwmpwn i:Co*chester 3G«lin«BmO; 
Southampton I BMetborot«h 0; Wyrembe 

1 Brentford &. Tottenham 1 Portsmouth 0 (or 
Sr A/bans Qtyj. West Ham 6 Mhwafl 0. Pohp 
ported: wonWeoon v Cambriage utd. ta- 
tamatioad firfandBa (Star* Zagora): 
Bulgaria 2 (Hiyev 22, kknv 41] Siowalaa 0; 
(Badunnj: Romania 2 (Ganea 15. 78) Es- 
tonia 0: (Warsaw): Poland 1 (Trzedak 3) Ar- 
menia d. SaM League: Neuchitd Xanax 
1 Grasshopper Zurich 1 . 


TENNIS 

PRANKUN TEMPLETON CLASSIC 
(Scottsdale. Arizona) Second round: 

J Golmprd (Fr) bt N Lapenm (Ecu) 3-5 
ren C PI dine (Fr) bt A Die (Ausl 6-1 6-2: 
L Hewitt (Ausj bt P Rafter (Ausl 7-6 6-1 ; 
A Agassi (US) bt M Zaboleu (Arg) 6-2 
6 - 0 . 

COPENHAGEN MOM’S OPEN Secoad 
round: W Black (Zlm) bt D Sanguinet- 
tl (It) 7-6 6-3; D Nestor (Can) bt M Ros- 
set (5wit) 7-6 6-4: M Gustafssort (Swe) 
bt N Godwin (SA) 6-3 6-7 7-5. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


12 


The number of cards (10 
yellow, Iuhj red) issued by 
the referee in charge of 
Paraguay's 3-2 inctory 
over Guatemala on 
Wednesday. The match in 
Guatemala City was the 
opening fixture in an 
■ international football 
tournament called... 
the Peace Cup. 
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Noades cast as Palace saviour 1 


CRYSTAL PALACE’S debts 
stand at £ 20 m, twice the level 
previously estimated, it was re- 
vealed last night The news 
makes the return of Ron Noad- 
es, the dub's previous owner; 
more likely especially if Mark 
Goldberg, Palace’s chairman, 
cannot find substantial funds 
within the next three months to 
bail out the dub. Noades him- 
self said yesterday that he be- 
lieved Palace were likely to 
move from administration to re- 
ceivership soon, and he added 
that he could not rule out the 
possibility of a return to the dub. 

Palace's problems were 
made dear on Wednesday when 
Goldberg was forced to call in 

Buchler Philips, a company res- 
cue firm, in an attempt to enable 


by Nick Harris 

the dub to solve its financial 
problems. Estimates had put 
Palace’s debts at £9m, but 
sources dose to the dub said 
yesterday the figure was £20m. 

Up to £5m of this debt is un- 
derstood to be unpaid transfer 
fees owed to a variety of dubs 
and which were staggered in in- 
stalment payments. Palace are 
thought to owe substantial 
sums to Juventus and Stras- 
bourg for the multi-million 
pound transfers of AttOio Lom- 
bardo and Michele Fadovano 
from Italy, and Valeri en 
from France last season. Aston 
Villa and Liverpool may also 


still be owed money from the 
purchases of Sasa Currie for 
£lm and Nicky Rizzo for 

£300,000 respectively. As well as 
the transfers, a substantial sum 
is said to be owed to the Mid- 
land Bank - understood to be 
the dub’s main creditor -and 
money is still owed to Noades. 

When Goldberg bought the 
dob for £22£m lastyeaz; he bor- 
rowed nearly £5m from Noad- 
es to help finance the deal, and 
also oversaw Palace taking out 
an option to buy Sdhurst Park 
for £10m from Noades, who still 
owns the ground. Goldberg 
must pay £600,000 in May just 
to keep the option of purchas- 
ing die ground open, otherwise 
he risks bang that option. 

Noades -who also still owns 


Palace’s training ground and 
both the dub shops -said yes- 
terday that he couki not envis- 
age Goldberg ever bring in a 
position to buy Selhurst Park 
from him. He added, however; 
that he would have no interest 
in srifing Srihurst Park to other 
prospective buyers Gcchiding 
Wimbledon, Palace’s tenants), 
even if Goldberg did not retain 
his option to boy it 

“As far as Pm concerned I 
will not allow anything to hap- 
pen that will disadvantage 
Crystal Palace,” Noades said. 
"The Srihurst Park ground is 
there for Crystal Palace to play 
on," he added. “I would not ap- 
prove the transfer of the lease 
to Wimbledon.” 

When asked what he 


thought the prospects for 
Palace were intfae near fixture, 
he said; “It will go into re- 
ceivership.” Asked whether 
there was any posaMhy that he 
might return to the chib in t hft t, 

situation, Noades said that he - 
was happy trying to secure 
promotion from the Third Di- 
vision ifr the dub be nowownst 
Brent for d. He added, however 
In football you don't discount 

gny lliing ^ 

The arrival of the adminis- 
trators means that Palace are 
protected Iran creditors seeking 
winding-up orders for the next 
three months, but large question 
marks remain over tbe future of 
the chib. Many of the first-team 
squad are likely to be put up for 
sale and there may also be wage 


cuts and redundancies among 
the nan-playing staff 

Goldberg has attempted to 
portray the arrival of the ad- 
ministrators in a positive light, 
insisting that theo- help wifi, en- 
sure that the club emerges 

" fi t ter, frAaltiiter mm- e effi- 
cient” from the experience. 

He said yesterday that he 
was ready to sefl some of bis 85 
per cent majority stake in the 
dub, although be is not yet 
willing to surrender overall con- 
trol It is difficult to imagine, 
however; just who might be 
Bketytowanttobuyauy of Gold- 
bergs shares if they are not en- 
sured a major say in the 
running of the chfo, especially 
as those shares are technically 
worthless until the chib 


p»T | wgffis fr om administration. 

A London-based company 
Tramp Oil, are supposed to 
have Increased their invest- 
ment in the dub over recent 

months but it is understood that 

the firm have simpty lent the 
club money to cover sums still 
to be received from the sales of 
players such as Dean Gordon 
and Paul Warhurst- 

That cash is repayable, while 
income at Selhurst Park; with 
season ticket and TV revenue 
having been swallowed up at 
the start of the season, is not 
thought to be nearly sufficient 
—'without substantial transfer 
revenue - to cover wage costs. 

Goldberg’s own finances 
have, meanwhile, become 
stretched over the past year fol- 


lowing a massive downturn in 
the shareprice of his computer 
recruitment business. 

Buchler Philips, win have 
previously rescued Tottenham, 
MUhvaDand Barnet tasy indeed 
be aide to turn around the fi- 
nancial situation at Srihurst 
Park as well. Whether Gold- 
berg remains in charge, or even 
involved, seems increasingly 
unlikely. 

Although when Noades left 
the dub last year there was a 


departure was a good thint 
many might now have had? 
rhnnfrf* of heart Noades said 
yesterday that Palace sup- 
porters had already started 
contacting him to ask him re- 
turn to the chib. 


Wimbledon 
to battle on 
‘for Kinnear’ 


WIMBLEDON HAVE pledged to 
continue their European push 
after Joe Kinnear’s heart attack 
scare. 

Kuineac the Dons’ managp r , 
was in a stable and comfortable 
condition yesterday after he 
was rushed to hospital with 
chest pains shortly before 
Wednesday's 2-1 Premiership 
win at Sheffield Wednesday 

Wimbledon were stunned by 
the scare but players and staff 
called for business as usual. 
The managing director; Sam 
Hammam, stayed in Sheffield 
after the game and Kinnear’s 
wife, Bonnie, headed north, 
while the first-team coaches 
David Kemp and Mick Harford 
took over team affairs. 

Kinnear; 52, has been chat- 
ting with staff on the cardiac 
ward of the Northern General. 

A hospital spokesman said 
yesterday: “Joe is still under ob- 
servation and he will be with us 
certainly for the next 24 hours. 
We've been monitoring him all 
the time he’s been in here and 
will continue to do that” 

He could not say when Kin- 
near would be fit to return to 
Wimbledon. “The main thing is 
for him to get back to health," 
he said. 

Kemp and Harford took over 
team duties at Hillsborough 
and they have the task of 
preparing the Dons for Satur- 
day's game against Leicester in 
the Premiership, at Selhurst 
Park. 


By Matt Barlow 

Kemp said: “Obviously it all 
came as a bit of a shock but I 
was very pleased with the way 
the lads responded against 
Sheffield Wednesday. Foot- 
ballers tend to be a very re- 
silient breed and they all 
performed very professionally" 

- Efan Ekoku and Marcus 
Gayle scored as the Dons gave 
their nymag er a lift with three 
points. 

“The players have had a day 
off and we’ll fry and continue as 
normally as possible under the 
circumstances. We’ve just got 
to get on with it," Kemp said. 

The defender Kenny Cun- 
ningham wished his manager 
a speedy recovery on behalf of 
the players. He hoped to see 
Kinnpar back on the training 
ground as soon as possible but 
said his health was of para- 
mount importance. 

Kinnear had been taken ill 
after the team arrived at Hills- 
borough. The Wimbledon boss 
had given his preliminary 
match talk at the hotel and an- 
nounced the team. It was as the 
players were coming into the 
changing room, about an hour 
before kick-off, that their man- 
ager became unwelL 

Cunningham said: “It was 
obvious the gaffer was suffer- 
ing some kind of discomfort Ini- 
tial suggestions were that it was 
indigestion. There was no panic 
about the place." 



Kris King (left) of the Toronto Maple Leafs and Sheldon Souray of the New Jersey Devils come to blows during an NHL match in Toronto 


Reuters 
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Botham in Sri Lankan puzzle 



SRI LANKA’S bid to hang on to 
their title as one-day world 
champions, appeared to have 
received a timely boost after the 
president of the Cricket Board, 
Thilanga Sumathipala, an- 
nounced that Ian Botham had 
signed a two-year contract as . 
bowling coach. Unfortunately, 
the coup de tfiditre was short- 
lived and Botham later denied 
any knowledge of the deal 
Botham, who is in Ireland an 
a golfing trip, said he had first 
seen the news on Teletext yes- 


by Derek Pringle 

terday morning. “I was ap- 
proached nine months ago, but 
I’ve heard nothing since," he 
said “Tve certainly not signed 
any contract," a fact later con- 
firmed by Botham’s lawyer; 
Ninesh Desai. Speaking on 
Radio 5 Live, Desai said that 
“Ian. was as confused as every- 
one rise.” Earlier in the day the 
same radio station had Suma- 


thipala claiming that Bo tham 
was all set to start 

Politics tends to play a big 
part in sport overseas, and it 
now appears that Sumath- 
ipafo’s claim to having secured 
Botham’s services, was little 
more than a wheeze to secure 
his re-election as president of 
the Sri Lanka Cricket Board. 

If such a fabrication sounds 
drastic it is, because the coun- 
try’s president, Mrs Chandika 
Kumflrflthimg a , anting on al- 
legations that Sumathipela has 


contacts in the world of book- 
making (not actually illegal in 
Sri Lanka), would like her 
favourite unde, Clifford Rat- 
watte, instead to be installed. 
As nominations dose today,- 
Smnathipala obvio usly d ecide d 
to play his trump card, though 
Botham’s subsequent denial 
has made it look more like a 
joker 

In any case Botham, a com- 
mentator with Shy is a busy 
man. With another length of 
Britain charity walk for 


Leukaemia Research sched- 
uled for the autumn, apy coach- 
ing would have been : 
intermittent at best 

Ironically; it is not the first 
time Botham’s name has been 
linked with Sri Lanka. Four 
years ago he was offeredtbe 
coaching job, a post he de- 
clined- Undeterred, Sri Lanka's 
response was to go on and win 
the last World Cup In trail-.' 
blaring style. Their defence of 
that trophy begins against 
-England at Lord’s on 14 May 



ACROSS 

I Music article presented 
by a paper 14) 

3 Rush’ at acting - and 
grabbing .American 
Oscars? (8» 

10 That's the second 
coincidence! (15) 

II Good book, undoubtedly, 
about split in state (9) 

12 Morallapse by king in 
decline (4) 

13 Wire's from a 
constituent (7) 

15 Heartless gaoler gets 
the bird (6) 

17 After refreshments 
the Spanish do some 
napping (6) 

19 Vessel (steamer, note) in 
pieces (4-3) 

20 venture has a Grecian 
character <4) 


21 Predator typically flut- 
tering over cairn (9) 

24 Fbilure to understand 
Simenon. perhaps? I 
translated (15) 

25 Floral plots, so right 
around the house (8) 

26 Political group suggest- 
ed by hawk in speech (4) 

DOWN 

1 Having joined . 
Opposition one deserts, 
surprisingly <8> 

2 Number’s up, with 
German about - a 
hopeless case (5) 

4 Sea god's accessory I’d 
found in river (7) 

5 These aren't gross sins? 
Possibly U4) 

6 The makings of a 
row? (9) 



7 GI's a jerk (4) 

8 Apaparazzo trading 
after party politician, 
insignificant fellow (14) 

9 Faifin business a short 
time after success? (2,4) 

14 Little bite shown by 
teams with only two 
points (9) 

16 Gather article dividing 
New Left's diabolical (8) 

18 Unde’s wrong about 
English river and 
lake (7) 

19 Waterlogged wrecks 
north crfHqy gutted (6) 

22 State view, nothing 
long (5) 

23 Muslim ruler in Eastern 
border rising (4) 


NEW ZEALAND^ hopes of beat- 
ing South Africa in the remain- 
ing two Tests of their series 
were dealt a m«gor setback yes- 
terday when their bey bats- 
man, Craig McMillan, was ruled 
out of both matches with a bro- 
ken left hand. 

McMillan was struck by 
Jacques Raffia in the penulti- 
mate over before the first Test 
ended in a tame draw in Auck- 
land on Wednesday. The hard- 
hitting right hander, who has a 
batting average of just below 50 
after 11 Tests, did not think the 
injury was serious until yes- 
terday morning when the pain 
had not receded. 

“He had it X-rayed this 
morning and a fracture of the 
head of the fifth metacarpal was 


by Brian McKenna 

revealed. The hand is in plas- 
ter and the injury is exported 
to prevent him from playing for 
the next three to four weeks.” 
the team physiotherapist, Mark 
Harrison, said yesterday. 

New Zealand might be able 
to replace McMillan with their 
captain Stephen Fleming who 
has not played for a month, but 
has recovered sufficiently from 
groin surgery to be provision- 
alty named in the Canterbury 
side to face Otago in a foimday 
game starting today. 

If Fleming declares himself 
fit after playing, McMillan's in- 
jur; might not be erudaLIfhe 
does not, the home side's bat- 
ting will be very thin. 


South Africaplay a three-day 
game against a New ZealaixiA 
team in Lincoln beginning to- 

morrowas preparation for the 
second Test which starts at 
LancasterEtorknext Thursday. 

Pat Symcox, the veteran 
South African off-spinnei; yes- 
terday announced Ids retire- 
ment from the Bilwrotinnal 
arena, despite being named in 
his country's provisional 19- 
strong World Cup squad. Sym- 
cox has decided his poor form 
in the recent one-d^y series in 
New Zealand means it is time 
to withdraw his name before 
die final 15 are announced. 

Symcaxw31be39bytbetime 
the tournament takes place 
ami be feels he can no longer 
compete at the highest leveL 


England able to wii^ 
World Cup - Gough 


DARREN GOUGH has backed 
England for World Cup glory on 
home turf this summer 

The tournament gets under 
way in May, and England 's pre- 
mier strike bowler, believes his 
country can win the event for 
the first time, despite the dls- 
appointmg end to their limited- 
overs campaign in Australia. 

Gough sees home advan- 
tage as the key to success. “I 
don’t think England are un- 
derdogs. Wre one of the top 
four teams in the world and we 
believe we can win,” be said. 

“Home advantage vail plays 
big part and it will help us. I 
think we've only been beaten in 
a one-day series once in about 


five years at home, but there: 
are other countriesthat are 
going to do well here. 

“South Africaare gaingtobe 
the team to beat Australia, 
New Zealand and Pakistan will, 
be there or thereabouts, antf 
well be in that pack as one of 
the favourites.” 

Gough returned from Aus-- 
tralia with Ms reputation en-. 


way En gland fell flatat the end. 

“We did well In Australia 
until the last six games, an** 

they were all dose, Wfe made ; 
mistakes in them but we dafot; 

get really beaten, if yon iw^- 
what I mean. Wfe lost dueto S ®T- 

little mistakes,* Gough added. 
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Tonight, Trevor McDonald will be miked and 
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powdered to read News at Ten for the final time 



The news has yet to sink in. How will we cope? 



(Read Tennyson, suggests Trevor, helpfully) 
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t the start of the Woody 
Allen film Broadway 
Danny Rose, a bunch of 
old-timers sit round a 
table in New York’s 
Carnegie Deli, swapping 
their favourite stories 
about the legendary thea- 
_ Ip ■JBtaitrical agent Danny Rose. 

Behind the scenes at News at Ten these past 
few weeks, “Brandy" Reggie Bosanquet has in- 
spired similar outpourings of nostalgia. Reggie 
smirking at the item about the firemen who res- 
cued a cat from a tree and then backed their 
lire engine over it Reggie's toupee. Reggie miss- 
ing vital instructions from the gallery. Reggie 
getting pissed. 

Actual^, my own favourite News at Ten story 
has nothing to do with the late, great Reginald 
Bosanquet, newscaster from 1967 to 1979, but 
with the rather less colourful John SucheL 
TVrenty years ago, Such et was dispatched to Iran 
to report on the American hostage crisis. Un- 
helpfully. Ayatollah Khomeini had banned , 
foreign journalists from entering the conn- .v. 
try, so Sucliet had a fake passport and a 
batch of business cards made up, describing ; 
him as a dealer in Persian carpets. His 
resourcefulness paid oft He got to 
Tehran, stayed for a month reporting the - 
store, and returned to London, where he 
leaj fed that the Ayatollah had, some 
weeks before, ordered the execution of, 
all Persian carpet dealers for profi- 
teering at the expense of the state. : 

And now the ayatollahs who run 
ITV have ordered the execution of 
News at Ten. Tonight, after 32 ^ 
years, it bongs its last From next 
Monday, Trevor McDonald is tak- 
ing his bongs to the News at 6.30, t ,. 
which will make his final "And Fi- __ 
nally,.." at around 1Q.27 tonight 
almost unbearably poignant VtelL ^ 

quite poignant anyway. 

Rather like the Iranians in 
1079, ITN has issued a ban on out- : ; 
side journalists. The press win 
not be allowed to sit in on the vale- 
dvgory News at Ten, and there’s 
^.Sably no point trying to get in • 


Letters 


posing as a carpet dealer But on Tuesday night 
I was given a warm welcome at the grand ITN 
offices on Gray’s Inn Road in central London, 
home of Channel 4 News and 5 News on Chan- 
nel 5, as well as all the bulletins for ITV This, 
when you think about it is bizarre. As I have 
noted before, for the same news organisation 
to produce the highbrow Channel 4 Neuwand 
its lowbrow counterpart on Channel 5 is tanta- 
mount to the same Mrs Gascoigne giving birth 
to both Bamber and Paul 

Anyway, at 8.08pm I was collected from the 
impressive ITN foyer by Trevor McDonald 
himself, who ushered me into his office and, 
slightly surreaDy, began reading to me from a 
book of Philip Larkin's collected poems. “It is 
these sunless afternoons I find/ Install you 
at my elbow like a bore,' 1 he said. I don't think 
he meant me. 

McDonald is something of a poetry fiend. 
When we discussed the fuss generated by the 
controversial decision to chop News at 7hn,he 
quoted Tenqyson. “Faction seldom rises head," 


Peculiar or not, ITV is shedding a powerful 
brand name. “Morse comes dose, but I think 
youT find that Neias at Ifen has the biggest share 
of ABCl viewers of any ITV programme," a for- 
mer ITN hand told me. “Privately, a lot of peo- 
ple at ITN are still pretty upset about it going, 
but thqy will never say so publicly. They are aD 
strictly on-message." 

An on-message Trevor McDonald put it 
slightly differently. “We wouldn’t want anyone 
else to appropriate our pain," he said “We are 
the ones who’ve worked here for years. But we 
now have a series of new challenges. And ITV 
has invested enormously in the new current af- 
fairs programme. Tonight, which will be placed 
confidently in the middle of the schedules." 

He was being characteristically bashful. 
The high-profile Thursday night programme 
is actually to be called Tonight With Trevor 
McDonald, representing the latest phase in his 
transition from mildly-admired newscaster to 
venerated TV superstar 

My theory is that the chid catalyst in this 
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BY BRIAN VINER 


he said. Sony? “It means that the English do 
not like change, are not given to revolution. So 
when something like News at Ten is moved, 
they are affronted. What do you meap, they say; 
by moving these certitudes from our lives?” 

What indeed? As that old grump Gerald 
Kaufman has said, the passing of News at Ten 
which in theory dears the schedules for four 
. hours of lowbrow entertainment between 
news bulletins - "is a milestone in the 
dumbing-down of Britain." Not surpris- 
ingly, the chief executive of ITN, Stew- 
art Purvis, disagrees. 

“Ever since the phrase ‘dumbing 
down 1 was invented, people have been 
trying to find examples,” he told me. 
“The fort is that with an early news pro- 
gramme at 6.30, and a late one at l£ we 
now have broadly the same schedule as 
most commercial networks round the 
world. Ybu could say that News at Ten 
was a wonderful British anomaly and 
that would be true. It always was 
wonderfully peculiar" 


t ransforma tion was the T >»nny Henr y rharartpr, 
Trevor McDoughnut McDonald roared with 
laughter at this. “I wouldn't disagree, though I 
usually tell Lenny that he owes me, not that I 
owe hhn. No, I think it has more to do with when 
1 became the single anchor on News at Ifen 
seven years ago." 

Ether way, McDonald is fantastically popular 
with Middle En gland, conveniently enabling peo- 
ple who would hate a black family to move in 
next dooi; to deny their racism to themselves. 
He acknowledged this. “But is it me or is it the 
power of this medium?" he asked, rhetorically. 
A bit ofboth, I said. He is not the best newscaster 
around - 1 treasure the day he said, “And now 
tor the other day’s news” rather than “And now 
for the day’s other news" - but he is less head- 
masterly than Michael Baerk, more avuncular 
than Peter Sissons, and long may he bong, at 
6.30 or whenever 

Besides, seeing him gliding around the 
News at Ten newsroom on Tuesday night was 
to see a man both at the top and on top of his 
profession. By 9.45 he was sitting at his desk 


having make-up applied. At 9.52 he was handed 
a piece of paper which read “Tbttenham 3, 
Southampton 0". He was delighted. “I think 111 
sing that," he said. McDonald is a Spurs fan. 
“Three-nil to the Tott-en-ham," he sang, tune- 
' lessly A tedraicaJ bod intiiecontrol room looked 
slightly nervous. 

At 9.59, McDonald spoke calmly to the 
autocue operator “Could you put capital Bs 
in beef-on-th e-bone,” he said. “And a comma 
after bone, please, would you mind awfully?” 
The “would you mind awfully?" reminded me 
of something an ITN insider once said to me, 
that McDonald, the lad from Trinidad, has 
basically reinvented himself as an uppernniddle 
Hass En glish gentleman, fond of champagne 
and jolly big cigars. “I think Trevor thinks he’s 
white," she said. 

In many ways, this is grossly almost slander- 
ously unfair. Covering stories in apartheid-riven 
South Africa, for instance, he was frequently 
assumed to be the driver rather than the 
reporter and recalls standing alongside a 
group of Afrikaaners he was about to interview 
while they discussed which restaurant they 
could take him to. “I did used to go back to my 
hotel room with a bottle of wine and burst into 
tears at the obscenity of that regime," he said. 

But in a sense it is true, for McDonald has 
worked hard to avoid being professionally 
black. He encountered racism only once at ITN, 
years ago when someone accused him of being 
the organisation’s token Afro-Caribbean. “It is 
true I was way wonted thatl^ would be relegated 
to black stories," he told me “I said I would not 
do Brixton stories, and I almost begged to be 
sent to Ulster” In 1973 he was reporting on a 
riot in a Catholic area of Belfast when a woman, 
her face contorted with hatred, snarled at him: 
“You bloody English, why don't you go back 
where you belong?" 

Until now, we have all known exactly where 
Trevor McDonald belongs. At the stroke of 10 
on Tuesday night, the bongs sounded. “In 
Uganda today...” he began, concluding 26 min- 
utes later with an “And finally..." about Lenny 
Henry receiving his OBE at Buckingham 
Palace. Disappointingly there was no mention 
of Trevor McDoughnut I think News at Ten 
missed a trick there. But after tonight, it no 
longer matters. 
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The rural reality 

1 

Sir Andreas Whittam Smith’s 
challenge to the fanner’s case is 


overdue (“One man’s dogotaa 

w 

argument", 1 March). Ehrmers 
constantly tell us that we should all 

re 

be devastated by the 

C! 

consequences if the rug was pulled 

fr» 

from under the present rural 

si 

regime. But why should we be? 

S ‘ r 

Current farming practices have 

nc C 

destroyed much of the landscape 

fr s. 

attraction and wildlife value of the 

m vi 

countryside. Meanwhile farmers 

gi hi 

resist the idea that the taxpayers 

™ s\ 

vi 5; 

and consumers who fund them 

should enjoy the right to walk upon 

u- 

(heir holdings. 

in y, 

If farm subsidies were 

tfc 

withdrawn and inefficient farmers 

P* tt 

departed the worst that could 

hi b 

happen is that some farmland 

tft f- 

would revert to wilderness. 

Vf 

{farmers tell us this would lead to 


an invasion "scrub" which we 
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should find intolerable. Why? 

“Scrub" is part of the indigenous 
plant life of our country Grassland, 
shrubs and bushes and the 
woodland into which they develop 
provide homes and breeding 
grounds for wild creatures. Other 
countries go to great lengths to 
ensure that large areas are 
dedicated solely to nature. The 
shortage of wilderness in Britain is 
arguably a serious problem. 

In fact howevec not much land 
abandoned by agriculture would 
be likely to lie derelict As land 
prices fell uses other than farming 
would become feasible. Nature 
conservation organisations would 
be able to buy far more land. Local 
authorities would be able to create 
more extensive country parks. 

All of this would be likely to 
make the countryside Ear more 
attractive, useful to the citizenry 
and biologically diverse. 

MARION SHOARD 
Dorking. Surrey 

Sin The argument over farming 
subsidies has become divorced 
from reality, submerged in a futile 
debate about whether the 
countryside would be preserved or 
not if farmers ceased to get their 
cheques from the EU. 

“Subsidies amounted to £1&300 
for every Welsh farm last yean 
equivalent to 98 per cent of their net 
income." Andreas Whittam Smith 
writes. Quite, and that means that 
without the subsidy there would be 
almost oo Welsh farms at alL 
Indeed, even with that subsidy 
upland Welsh hill farmers are 
forecast to earn a princely £48 in 
the coming year - greedy bastards. 

The argument about subsidies 
has nothing to do with the 
preservation of the countryside. It is 
a hard-nosed argument about the 
economic survival of tens of 
thousands of people, village schools, 
the villages themselves, our market 
towns and our public services. 

In Wales we know well what the 
death of great industries following 
the withdrawal of public subsidy 
means. We know and agree that 
the mechanisms of support for 
farming must change to sustain 
the environment Farmers hate 
having to depend on subsidies for 
their living. But don't let anyone be 
fooled by the beguiling mirage of 
cheaper food if subsidies go. 
Farmers have received about 40 
per eent less for (heir produce in 
the market in the last two years, 
but food is no cheaper in the shops. 
JAMES GIBSON WATT 
Hay-on-Wye, Herefordshire 

Racism or bigotry 

Sir In the wake of the Stephen 
Lawrence report, it needs to be 
jointed out that the real problem in 
our society is not racialism, but 
bigotry against any group, be they 
black. Asian. Oriental Gypsy, new 
age travellers. Irish, Catholic, 
Protestant from the council estate, 
u ith tong hair, or cropped hair. 

It doesn't seem to matter how 
many cultures or sub -cultures we 
have, we always seem to have a 
reason to hate. 

1 have had experience of the 
bigotry of some police officers 
because I rode a motorcycle (this 
resulted in severe beatings 
requiring hospital treatment 
while still in custody). 

I have also experienced it 
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because I chose to live in a bus. 
I’ve also seen it from firemen, 
ambulance drivers, vicars, 
nurses, friends and even myself. 

Seemingly intelligent, 
compassionate, open-minded 
people can turn in an instant 
when faced with their particular 
pet hate. It is something we all 
need to take responsibility for. If 
we start calling it by another 
name we risk allowing it to be 
someone else's problem. 

PHILIP BOURNE 
Bromyard, Hereford and 
Worcester . 

Sin Pace Paul Walter (letter 2 
March), it is not asinine to allege 
that the Home Office is 
responsible for the publication of 
the names of informants in the 
Stephen Lawrence case. 

If an informant is severely 
injured as a result of his or her 
identity having been revealed, 
against whom does Mr Walter 
imagine the legal action will lie? Sir 
William Macpherson, in person? 

The report is published by the 
Stationery Office (Cm 4262-1), and 
bears on its cover the words 
“Presented to Parliament by 
the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department". 

Dr GARY SLAPPER 

The Law Programme 

The Open University 

Milton Keynes. Buckinghamshire 

Feminist shunned 

Sir. I am a man and a feminist but 
Germaine Greer states that I can't 
be (Wednesday Review. 3 March), 
lb paraphrase: a feminist is a 
woman who identifies with other 
women above all else. 

I have always had a lot of 
respect for her but now I am to be 
thrown out of the dub on the 
grounds of sex. I have always 
believed in equality for women in 
ail aspects of life, from the right to 
equal pay to the right to buy a 
round in the pub. I have even 
argued the feminist cause with 
some women who have thought 
themselves to be an inferior sex. 

I find it truly hurtful that, having 


expounded the cause for so many 
years, I am denied the 
fundamental right that I thought 
was her cause. 

One of us has lost the plot If it's 
me I wish someone could explain 
where I've gone wrong. 

ROBERT G BREW 
Worthing, Sussex 

EU pitfall for Blair 

Sir The case fora referendum on 
the euro before the next election is 
even more compelling than your 
leader (l March). indicates, as 
otherwise the election itself will 
become the referendum. 

There are not many other 
issues of significance dividing the 
parties and this is one on which the 
Conservatives have a dear 
position and which is popular with 
the public. 

At the next election this 
disappointing government will no 
longer be able to count on the 
support of traditional Labour 
voters like myself and many 
floating voters will return to their 
default mode of voting Tory. Thus, 
without a dear lead in favour of 


Sin The Arts Council of 
England is advertising two 
senior vacancies in its 
management team. One is the 
Director ofMusic (“one of the 
most influential music posts in 
England”), salary np to £50,000. 
The other is Executive Director 
of C omm unications (“to head up 
its external and internal 
communications activities”), 
salary range £56,000-£70 J)00 
phis performance bonus. Are we 
to deduce from the differentials 
in the salaries offered the 
relative value and importance 
with which the council regards 
these two positions? 

EDWARD SMITH 
Birmingham 

Sir: When 1 was at school in the 
early 1940s the local sewage 
works was near one of the 
school playing fields. I well 


membership of EMU and an early 
referendum to settle the issue, 
Tony Blair will become yet another 
prime minis ter to fall over the 
indecisive and ambivalent 
attitudes of the British to tbe 
European Union. 

WH WHITE 
South Creake, Norfolk 

Sin C Crofton-Sleigh seems to 
have superior knowledge to the 
rest of us Oettei; 3 March). If 
people vote “no" to EMU in any 
referendum, it would apparently 
be because Mr Murdoch has 
wickedly seduced them. 

Ybur correspondent then makes 
the glib statement that the UK's 
foreign policy is determined by the 
US. Not last time I looked it wasn’t 

The EU is currently set on a 
common foreign and security 
policy. If one really wants to see the 
UK's foreign polity disappear then 
that is the way to do it And voting 
for EMU would be voting for 
national suicide. And I have a brain 
to think with independently of Mr 
Murdoch. 

PETER GARDNER 

Oxford 


IN BRIEF 

remember not only the 
abundant tomato plants 
(letters. 26 February; 1 March) 
but also the tomatoes! Some of 
them found their way into the 
kitchens of the local council 
employees. I believe they were 
considered wartime “perks”. 
JOAN SEBAG-MONTE FIORE 
London EC2 

Sin Lily Turner (letter 3 
March) wonders how tbe 
mother of a sick child would 
cope with the NHS Direct 
telephone advice service. The 
correct course of action fora 
mother with a very sick child is 
to bring tbe child to the 
surgery where he or she can be 
promptly and properly 
examined, rather than wait for 


Sin It appears that Lord Owen, in 
creating the New Europe 
Movement, is trying to split the 
anti-European vote at the 
European elections in June (“Pro- 
Europe group aims to halt EMU”, 

2 March). 

The gen uine anti-European 
Umon vote consists of the UK 
Independence Party and former 
members of the Referendum Party 
who have joined us to fight against 
the corrupt regime of the EU. 
However; there are people who 
claim to be against the EU and 
these come mainly from the 
Conservative Party, whose MEPs 
sit in Brussels as part of the pro- 
federalist Group of the European 
People’s Party. It is the latter 
group which Lord Owen will help 
with his new movement 

However, in the long run, it is 
the pro-federalists like Tony Blair; 
Paddy Ashdown and Alex 
Salmond who will benefit-in 
other words the undemocratic 
Europ ean U nion. 

JWSMTTH 

UK Independence Party 
Ayr, 

Strathclyde 


a home visit Hopefully any 
kind of nurse triage system 
would offer this safe and 
sensible advice. 

Dr J MENAGE 
Rugby,Warwidishire 

Sin David Aaronovitcb may 
have jumped to an 
unwarranted conclusion when 
he reacted so strongly to the 
notion of changing his name 
(Comment, 2 March). How 
many times has he been 
irritated by misspelt versions? 

I recently telephoned an 
office to speak with a Mr 
Nakonieczny, but got through 
first to his colleague. “By the 
way.” I asked, “how do yon 
pronounce his name?” 

*Tve no idea,” came tbe 
reply “ We ca ll him Steven.” 
BILL SMITH 
LondonWJ3 


Sir: I read with some sadness of 
David Owen's new New Europe 
venture to oppose the euro. 

My regret was not triggered by 
Owen’s admirable attempt to 
complete the full set of political 
parties he has split and weakened, 
as the Conservatives now look ripe 
for the peculiar Owen magic. 
However; Dennis Healey's 
involvement in this sad adventure 
is a shame, and I feel that Healey’s 
earlier assessment of Owen - here 
was a uniquely lucky man, the 
good fairy gave him charm, good 
looks and intelligence; 
unfortunately the bad fairy made 
him a complete shit - continues to 
hold true. 

MALCOLM ACE 
Winchester 

No role for God 

Sin The “atheism" discussed in 
Paul Valley’s interview with 
Karen Armstrong (Review, 26 
February) has nothing to do with 
the atheism of most atheists. It 
just isn’t true that “most of us 
have ceased to believe in Him - 
and yet we remain very fixed in 
our notions Who it is in Whom we 
no longer believe" because most 
of us have never believed in the 
first place. 

Most of us have no more 
interest in a God who is “within 
us” than one who is outside us, or 
in God as an “experience tike 
music or art” than as a person, or 
in an “Eastern” than a “Western” 
“view of the divine”. 

Atheism itself has no necessary 
relationship - whether positive or 
negative -with “spirituality” or 
“the sacred” whatever they may 
mean. It is nota dogmatic denial of 
the existence of superhuman 
personCs) or supernatural 
powerts) above or below, outside 
or inside, before or beyond life, the 
universe and everything, but 
simply a pragmatic presumption 
that there isn't anyone or any thin g 
of tbe kind about whom or which it 
is worth bothering. Then serious 
discussion can begin. 

NICOLAS WALTER 
London Nl 
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Transplant scare 

Sir. I am dismayed by the extent to 
which Roger Blassbeig (letter; 2 
March) misunderstands the 
concept of brain stem death and 
procedures of organ donation. The 
United Kingdom has extremely 
exacting criteria for the diagnosis 
of brain stem death, before which 
organ donation and procurement 
may not occur. - 

Whilst Mr Blassberg is right 

say that some organs are in a state 
of activity and the patient has a 
blood pressure, brain stem death 
implies the death of the brain as a 
whole, without which we are not 
sentient beings. The criteria fry 
which we arrive at a diagnosis of 

brain stem death are applied 
strictly. There is no possibility of a 
“potentially sentient” person bring 
considered for brain stem testing, 
let alone for organ donation. 

t car ry out such brain stem 
testing frequently. It is evident, 
when despite “life support” the 
patient has absent thermal control 
and will rapidly cool absent 
breathing and no responses to 
carefully performed tests of brain 
reflexes, that independent living 
could not occur. 

I am greatly in favour of ■^r.: 

inc reas ing the numbers of available 
organs for transplantation but not 
at the expense of alienation of 
people who may become donors. I 
agree that the concepts ofbrain- 
stern death are sometimes difficult, 
frequently for doctors themselves. 

The time is right to redress the 

minin fferfi tanding swith further 

education. Confidence, so easily 
undermined by a failure to grasp 
the facts, can then be improved in 
our organ donation and 
transplantation programme. 

MT E HEAFDELD 
Consultant Neurologist 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital 
Edgbaston, Birmingham 

Council secrecy 

Sin While the move to weed out A 
corrupt councils is welcome 
(report, l March), you barely touch 
on the frightening threat to 
democracy in Labour’s recent 
White Paper which seeks to 
“modernise” local government 

Local authorities are required to 
rh»ngi» their decision-making 
processes in a way that 
concentrates power in the hands of 
a few -or even one. 

tn the most-favoured version, a 
leader with a “cabinet” of senior 
councillors will act as the 
executive. All other councillors, 
will have to be content with a 
“scrutiny” role All committees 
(except fbr those with a statutory 
basishte Licensing and Planning) 
will be abolished. 

The press and public, who now 
are able to be present at committee 
meetings and to see reports, will no®, 
longer know for certain how the w 
“cabinet” reaches its conclusions. 
They and the remaining elected 
councillors will have to be content 
with hand-outs. Only at (whipped) 
council meetings will all 
councillors be able to vote. 

The Government's two 
alternative versions are an elected 
mayor; similar to the one proposed 
for Greater London, with a chosen 
“cabinet”, or a mayor alone, relying 
entirely on paid officials. 
Implementing the two “mayor" 
versions needs primary legislation, . 
but some coundls are already 
piloting the “leader and cabinet" 
version. In Hammersmith one 
councillor comments: “Ninety per 
cent of what was public a year ago 
is now secret" 

Councillor MARGARET LITTLE m 
L iberal Democrat Group » 

London Borough of Camden 
London WCl 


Posh talk in the Vic 

Sir: Beryl Bainbridge is entitled to 
her opinion on the Liverpool accent 
(report, 3 March) but, according to 
your Quote of the Day having 
heard that she has won the WH 
Smith Literary Award, she says: T 
will have to go home fora fie down, 
then m watch EastEnders” 
Presumably those “dahn sabf" 
have clearer diction? 

P j mix 
Liverpool 



Just when you thought it was safe to ignore the slogan 

Very Unusual Jobs Indeed interviewed just five minutes ago. Arri what purpose do they serve? — little private gag, I'll eat toy hat But TWo Of Then Are Men!’. But by the and I came up with the slogan. 


Very Unusual Jobs Indeed 
No 56: A Alan YVho Thinks Up 
Film Slogans 

“WHEN YOUR Best Friend Be- 
comes Your Worst Enemy". 

"X Marks The Victim" 

"When Love Is Not Enough" 
"Would You Buy Secondhand 
Carnage From This Man?" 

“A Man, A Woman - And Her 
Mother!" 

These are just a few of the slo- 
gans dreamt up by Joe Kraven to 
adorn film posters. You may not 
recognise them. This is partly be- 
cause we hardly ever read the slo- 
gans on film posters. It ts also parity- 

because these particular ones have 
never been used. Joe Kraven 
makes up many more film slogans 
than ever get used In fact, he made 
these up while watting to be 


interviewed just five minutes ago. 

“I eat, sleep and drink these 
damn things," says Kraven. “I 
wake up in the middle of the night 
with them coming out of my ears. 
In the morning I find I have scrib- 
bled them all over my pad" 

Why make up so many if they are 
not going to be used? 

“You don't know much about the 
film industry, do you?" laughs 
Kraven. “Nor do the people in the 
film industry: They know nothing. 
They don't know' what they want or 
what anyone else wants. They just 
want something a bit like the last 
great thing. So when I'm asked for 
a slogan. 1 don’t just take one 
along, because 1 know they’ll ask 
me to rewrite it, however good it is. 
I take a dozen. Then they have to 
choose one. And then they ask me 
to rewrite it!" 


And what purpose do they serve? 

“Absolutely none!” chortles 
Kraven. “They are totally useless. 
I mean, if you bring out a roman- 
tic comedy, and I give it a slogan Eke 
‘Old Enough To Know Better. 
Young Enough To Be Bad!', nobody 
is going to see the film on the 
strength of that, are they? Well, I 
wouldn't. I might go on the basis of 
a review, or word of mouth, or the 
stars, but not the slogan. ‘Hmra,’ I 
say to myself ‘a film about some- 
one who is old enough to know bet- 
ten but gets into trouble anyway... 
Must see it!' How likely is that on 
a scale of one to 10?" 

So why are they on film posters 
at all these little slogans? 

“Well, occasionally it’s to please 
the man who made the film. Re- 
member Blaring Saddles' 7 Of 
course you do. Remember the slo- 



Miles 

Kington 

‘Never Give A Saga 
An Even Break. If that’s 
not Mel Brooks's private 
gag, I’ll eat my hat 1 .' 

gan? Of course you don’t It was 
‘Never Give A Saga An Even 
Break 1 . If that’s not Mel Brooks's 


little private gag, HI eat my hat But 
mostly, I suspect, it's because the 
film-makers are never happy with 
the tide, so they give it a kind of sub- 
title as a compensation. Actually 
sometimes the slogan would have 
made a better title. Do you re- 
member the slogan for Alien? Tn 
Space No-one Can Hear You 
Scream*. Great slogan - great title, 
way better thanAtien. Even though 
it's nonsensical.” 

Nonsensical? How come? 

“Well the reason nobody hears 
you scream In space is there's no 

ak But by the same token, you can’t 
scream either... 

“Of course, in the old days films 
never had slogans, and nobody 
cared. They made Same Like ItHot 
info one of the funniest movies eveq 
and nobody ever put on tiie posters 
Three Women On A Thun - And 


TWo Of Than Are Men!’. But by the 
time you come to fbur Weddings 
And A Funeral, you find someone 
adding the slogan ‘Five Reasons lb 
Stay Single’, and you wonder is it 
worth it? The other day I saw the 
video of tile French film Les Visi- 
tears, about the medieval guys 
who time-trip to the present, and 

the slogan was They Wrerft Bom 

Yesterday. And you think: who on 
earth dreamt that up?" 
fi&s it you, by any chance? 
“Could have been. Don’t re- 
member now. So many slogans, so 
few ideas... Hey. that’s not bad. Ill 
write that down." 

Do slogans ever survive? 
“Survive? HI tell you some- 
thing. I bad a slogan made into a 
film once! Sure, I'm not kidding. 
There was a film about a couple 
who kept falling in and out of love. 


aixl I came up with the slogan, ‘She 
Wanted to Have His Child- But EGs 

Child Couldn't Stand Her!', which 
didn’t work at all because the guy 
didn't actually-have a pMM. But the 
film guys sakl’Hey good idea! Man 
and woman fall in love on the re- 
bound, but his son can't stand the 
dame!’. And they made the film!” 

And you got the money? 

“No,” says Joe Kraven affably- “I 
never thought to copyright my slo- 
gans. You'd think Td know better... r 

What are you working on no w? 

TH give you the slogan and see 
if you can spot the story. Two men, 
one island, no women 1 ..." 

Some gay extravaganza? 

“Nah. Robinson Crusoe 1 .” 

And Joe Kraven roars with 
laughter. Well at least someone 
connected with HoUtywood seems 
to eqjqy his weak 
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Europe must stand 
up to America’s 
bullying tactics 

WHAT IS long and yellow and not funr(y? The trade war over 
the world’s most comic commodity, the banana, is no joke 
The behaviour of the United States is bullying, unconvinc- 
ing and illegal, and quite extraordinary for a nation which 
espouses the values of free trade and the rule of law. The 
US has a legitimate point to make, which is that the Euro- 
pean Union gives favoured treatment to the banana pro- 
ducers of the Caribbean. The EU has a legitimate point in 
reply, which is that it owes a moral obligation to its former 
colonies which are overwhelmingly dependent on a single 
crop. In a logical world, a compromise would be agreed, 
based on the common objective of eventually achieving a 
free market In bananas. 

histead, the US has gone, well, b anana^ imposing re- 
tahatoiy tariffs on a range of unrelated European goods, 
including Scottish cashmere, and threatening to ban 
Concorde. This is quite the wrong way to conduct a trade 

dispute, especially as it was only four years a^> that the W)rid 

Trade Organisation was set up to resolve precisely such 
disagreements as this. Just because the US does not like 
the way the WTO has handled it is the worst reason for taking 
direct action outwitb the WTO's rules. How is the US now 
going to use its moral authority as a persuader for the 
benefits of free trade, if its first resort when it finds itself 
thwarted is crude protection? 

Of course, this is not just about bananas: US resentments 
have been building up over Europe’s refusal to import beef 
boosted by growth hormones, and over plans to ban old 
aeroplanes, which are seen as a covert subsidy for Airbus 
at Boeing's expense. But Europe also has its justified 
resentments - chief among them the inability of American 
producers to separate genetically modified soya from the 
common-or-garden kind. None of these issues is simple or 
one-sided enough to justify such a gg ressive action as that 
taken by the US. 

Europe should, of course, resist the temptation to fight 
back and stick firmly to the moral hig h ground. But after 
we have resisted it for a bit, and if that does not work, let 
us roll up our sleeves and use same af the muscle the sin gle 
market gives us and see how the Americans like it Great 
enjoyment could be derived from choosing a target which 
would most offend US national sensibility: Europe could ban 
Coca-Cola - that did India no harm in the Seventies, and 
could be justified on health grounds for the sake of our teeth. 
Vfe could ban Disney's cultural output- an grounds of quality 
control We could ban Levi's - because it will not allow 
supermarkets to sell its jeans at a market price. Or 
McDonald's - on any grounds we like. 

Butwe would rather not, because we believe in free trade, 
arid do not think trade barriers should be used as leverage 
to obtauuLIt isa shame the^ US is selling its principles short- 



The dangerous path 
ahead for Indonesia 

THE SAVAGE fighting between Christians and Muslims 
in the ’'Spice Island” of Ambon is a reminder of a harsh 
truth of modem history: however much we may wish 
otherwise, nothing is harder than the transformation of a 
totalitarian state, embracing different cultures, races and 
religions, into a peaceful democracy. We saw it in the. wars 
on the fringes of the former Soviet Union. We see it today 
in the wars of the former Yugoslavia. The same may now 
be happening in Indonesia. 

The world's fourth most populous country holds 
parliamentary elections this summer which President 
BJ Habibie promises will usher in a more democratic 
system. And indeed there has been some reason for hope 
since he replaced the corrupt and autocratic President 


Suharto last year The worst of the economic crisis which 
struck the country in 1997 may be over, while East Timor, 
that huge blot on Indonesia's international reputation, is 
being offered the chance of independence after decades 
of repression. 

But, almost certainty disorder and violence will increase 
between now and 7 June. The students who helped bring 
about Suharto's downfall have been ski rmishing with gov- 
ernment troops on the streets of Jakarta this week, call- 
ing for the resignation of Habibie. Who knows what other 
flashpoints lurk in the recesses of an archipelago of 17,000 
islands scattered across an area larger than the United 
States, whose 200 million inhab itants are mainly Muslim 
hut with significant Christian, Buddhist and Hindu minori- 
ties? Ambon may only be the start of it 

No fewer than 48 parties will contest the election - a fine 
advertisement for pluralism before voting day, but a vir- 
tual guarantee of instability thereafter: The fragmentation 
makes it likely that the well-organised Golkar party of 


President Habibie will carry the day. In that case, many 
Indonesians will feel they have been teased with the 
prospect of change, only to end up with more of the same. 
This would be a recipe for disappointment - and worse. 

Beyond belief 

WHAT ARE you? ‘‘Christian, Buddhist, Hindu, Muslim, Sikh, 
Jewish, Nothing or Other"? We suspect there may be a lot 
of takers among our readers for those last two categories 
planned for the 2001 Census. But why “Nothing" - what 
about “Atheist"? And what about “Woolly-Minded Panthe- 
istic Agnostic”? Or “Church of Hoddle"? There is a case 
for enumerating groups who feel discriminated against on 
grounds of religion, such as Muslims, who are not defined 
by race. And a question subdividing the Christian catego- 
ry has been asked before in Northern Ireland, again fof 
good reasons. But a little more care over the wording of 
the non-religious and in-between categories is called for. 
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Soundbites, hypocrisy and the 
truth about the tax burden 


THE TORIES are rubbing their hands 
with glee. Finally, after four and a half 
years as party leader, the nimble- 
footed Tony Blair has mouthed some 
words which they hope to use against 
him. The words have nothing to do 
with the euro, nor constitutional 
reform, topical issues on which the 
Tories have foiled to make political 
headway. Instead they relate to the 
sleeping issue in British politics, the 
one which determined the outcome of 
, the last five elections. 

* This is the admission that William 
Hague managed to extract from Blair 
at Prime Minister’s Question Time 
this week: “If we look at the figures, 
the tax burden will rise over this 
parliament" Bingo! Taxation is back 
on the political agenda. The Conser- 
vatives will repeat this quote endlessly 
in various distorted forms between 
now and the next election. 

They were off almost before Blah- 
had sat down. The Daily Mail at- 
tacking this Government these days 
as ferociously as any previous Labour 
adminis tration, declared that Blair had 
revealed the “unpalatable" truth. 
Middle England’s bible declared the 
Government was “cutting into the 
prosperity of hard-working middle 
classes* 1 . Meanwhile, Tory MPs 
queued up outside the broadcasting 
studios immediately after Question 
ne to denounce a betrayal of the 
;ers at the last election. 

The Tory onslaught is preposter- 
ous. Hie tax burden went up over the 
18 years of Tbry rule, although it was 
disguised to some extent by the cuts 
in income tax. What is more, the bur- 
den was forecast to go up further if the 


X 


Tories had been re-elected. John 
Major admitted as much during the 
last election campaign and gave a 
convoluted excuse about how the 
growing tax burden reflecting the 
higher incomes of most people. In 
other words, for the Conservatives the 
rising tax burden was a triumphant 
consequence of their economic boom. 
For Labour it is a betrayal of the 
middle classes. 

A weak opposition making pre- 
posterous claims does not mean, 
however: that this is a fleeting, trivial 
political moment Tax is always de- 
bated in terms of hysterical hyperbole 
and the propaganda nearly always hits 
home. It is a myth, for example, that 
tax ceased to be a potent issue at the 
last election- The campaign was 
shaped by the issue as much as in 
1992, but in a more subtle way. 

Labour was so terrified of being 
associated with any tax rise that 
plans for higher spending on education 
and health were kept secret until the 
election was safely out of the way. The 
Five Early Pledges were aimed at 
showing that Labour could “make a 
difference" without putting up taxes. 
The two-year spending freeze illus- 
trated dramatically that there were no 

hidden plans requiring tax increases. 
The last election, like the four that 
preceded it, can be explained only in 
the context of tax. The next one, too, 
will be shaped by this issue more than 
any other 

What is more, the Tories have a 
point. The Government has been 
putting up taxes. Gordon Brown has 
been increasing them by stealth, 
while leaving income tax untouched. 



Steve 

Richards 

A weak opposition making 
preposterous claims 
does not mean this is a 
trivial political issue 

One of Charlie Whelan's proudest 
moments was The Daily Telegraph's 
headline after last year's Budget 
which screamed across the front 
page “Brown Spares The Middle 
Classes". Brown had done nothing of 
the sort, but he had uncovered ways 
of raising money that did not hurt po- 
litically. Indeed he has been doing this 
sort ofthing brilliantly for years. Elver 
since he unveiled a “popular" tax, the 
one-off hit on the privatised utilities, 
he has been finding new ways of rais- 
ing cash without political pain. 

The Tory governments of Thatcher 
and Major did the same. All have 
worked on the assumption that if 
income tax was left untouched, or 
reduced, other measures to raise 
cash were possible 
But after 20 years of raising cash 
by stealth, the options are narrowing 


There are no more obvious privati- 
sations to fill the Treasury coffers. The 
search for “hidden" taxes has become 
increasingly less fruitful. 

One of the more thoughtful Tory 
strategists told me, after Blair had 
uttered the dreaded words on the tax 
burden, that both Tory and Labour 
governments had sought invisible 
tax increases. The challenge for the 
Tories in the run up to the election was 
to discover visible tax cuts that were 
vote winners and credible. He had 
doubts whether the famous Tory 
pledge to reduce the basic rate on 
income tax to 20 pence in the pound 
would have the same potency. But you 
can be assured that the Tory appeal 
to voters at the next election will be 
a pledge to cut public spending and 
lower taxes. 

How should Labour respond? Fbr 
one, it should start developing a case 
fbr taxation now rather than allow the 
Tories to make the running in the run- 
up to the election. That means, instead 
of imposing taxes and spinning to 
right-wing newspapers that the op- 
posite has occurred, ministers need 
to be more open about what they are 
trying to achieve. Brown has been a 
skilful persuader so for; subtly shift- 
ing his argument Before the election 
the message was reassuringly blunt 
Labour was no laager the party of “tax 
and spend". Now he uses the more 
positive phrase that the Government 
will “tax and invest", suggesting cru- 
cially that tax payers would get some- 
thing back for their “investment". 

Blair and Brown have also been at 
pains to prove that this is not a vacu- 
ous soundbite. Their insistence that 


reforms accompany additional money 
in education and health is nota manic 
desire for centralised control of the 
government machine. If they can 
demonstrate that voters are getting 
real improvements out of the in- 
creased spending, it is possible that 
the hysterical debate about tax can be 
conducted in a more rational way. 

Now they need to do more. Minis- 
ters should u n ash am edly trumpet 
the connection between a rising tax 
■burden and the improvements in the 
quality of life which follows. The Daily 
Mail has been campaigning for big pay 
rises for the nurses while editorialis- 
ing about the need for cuts in income 
tax for the middle classes. The Mail 
should be told there is a link between 
the amount we pay in tax and the 
salaries of nurses, teachers and the 
rest There is also a link between the 
squalid, inefficient transport system 
and the tax system. Tbiy Transport 
ministers were won over to privati- 
sation when they despaired of getting 
adequate funds from their Treasury 
colleagues who were seeking savings 
to pay for pre-election tax cuts. 

The issue of tax is similar to the 
euro. Rightly, Blair moved up a gear 
last week in order to push the argu- 
ment on the single currency forward. 
He should shift a gear or two on tax 
as weL Otherwise the Tbries will come 
forward with tax-cutting measures 
and Labour will be forced to follow 
them. The last thing Britain needs is 
the for the next election campaign to 
become a tax-cutting auction. 

Steve Richards is political editor of 
tite ‘New Statesman’ 


Q uote of the Day 

“He was a good kisser. He was my sexual soulmate." 
Monica Lewinsky, 
on President BUI Clinton 

t hought for the day 

“Wb don't see things as they are. We see things as we are.’ 
AnaisNin, 

French author 


BUSH SAID a lack of response 
from the public is all that would 
prevent him from becoming a 
candidate. Obviously that will 
not be a problem. And Bush’s 
candidacy will be good for the 
Republican Party, which is in 
need of candidates to brighten 
its image. Bush has received 
support from a stunning array 
of party leaders around the na- 
tion. The outburst of early sup- 
port demonstrates that many 
party leaders realize Bush rep- 
resents a much needed new 


perspective, hi contrast to the 
harsh divisiveness of some 
GOP leaders. Bush offers a 
vision of indusiveness and 
unity while maintaining the 
core conservative values es- 
poused by the Republicans. 
Regardless of the outcome, all 
Americans are well-served 
when honorable, capable lead- 
ers such as Bush are willmg to 
brave the elements and take 
the risks associated with a 
presidential candidacy. 

Son Antonio Express News 


monitor 

All the News of the world 
Comment on the possibility of 
George W Bush standing for US president 


THE 2000 presidential election 
ramparg n is already upon us. 
The race for the Republican 
nomination is the most unpre- 
dictable. The GOP traditional- 
ly has had an “heir apparent" 


- whether a vice president 
such as George Bush, or an 
elder statesman like Bob Dole 

- whom the party apparatus 
rallied behind. That’s not the 
case this year; the race is wide 


open. Bush, coming off a wild- 
ly successful reelection bid is 
widely seen as the front- run- 
ner among GOP voters. Early 
polls, which are generally 
meaningless, show him ahead 
of the likely Democratic nom- 
inee, Vice President A1 Gore. 
Hundreds of GOP officeholders 
have endorsed Governor Bush, 
but some on the right doubt his 
conservative credentials. His 
behariorasayoungman could 
become an issue. 

Christian Science Monitor 


THIS ELECTION may demon- 
strate that the clout of the so- 
cial-issues conservatives erf the 
GOB to whom Quayle is also 
playing, is insufficient to deliv- 
er a nomination. With Bush’s 
impressive victories in Texas 
behind him, and his decent 
record as governor; it’s unfair 
to say of him that he has risen 
to the top as a result of sheer 
pressure from below. But he 
does not look short of stature 
next to any of his rivals so fan 
Washington Times 



VTHE INDEPENDENT 

Photograph 



Baby Elephant by Philip Meech Ref. 00102 


TO ORDER A 12*X 9" DIGITAL PRINT OF THIS 
PHOTOGRAPH PLEASE RING 0171-293 2534 
WITH YOUR CREDIT CARD DETAILS 
OR SEND A CHEQUE FOR £15 
MADE PAYABLE TO THE INDEPENDENT. 
PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR ADDRESS, 

PHONE NUMBER .AND QUOTE THE REFERENCE 
NUMBER UNDERNEATH 
THE PHOTOGRAPH ABO\T. 

★ 

Independent Photographs, 

The Independent, 1 Canada Square, 
Canary Wharf, London El 4 5DL 

(ALLOW 2S DU'S FOR DEJJVERV) 

★ 

Photographs publish&i in The Independent eats 
be purchased by calling Independent Phoropraphs on 
01 71-293 25 i4, subject to copyright and uiwfuMiiy 






a 


4/ COMMENT 


THE FRIDAY REVIEW 

The Independent 5 March 1999 



Pandora 



A NEW voice is making itself 
heard in Californian lecture 
halls where the planet's most 
cerebral physicists gather. 
The voice is a "substantial 
baritone, round and full; the 
accent borderline Scottish or 
Weish. but schooled well short 
of a full brogue." according to 
one whitecoat at the Ffermflab 
near San Francisco, The 
owner of this voice knows his 
stuff, too - he is Stephen 
Hawking (pictured), author of 
A Brief History of Time, and 
the Lucasian Professor of 
Mathematics at Cambridge 
University. 

So it's goodbye to the 
clunkiiy synthesised Swedish- 
robot-with -adenoids speech 
familiar from TV 
commercials. Thanks to a 
more powerful new 
processing chip, the 
computer-generated voice 
sounds closer to Hawldng's 
original, which went south 
when Amytropic Lateral 
Sclerosis CALS) struck him as 
a 2l-year-old in 1963. 
Hawking's greatest 
achievement? “Being alive 
today." the 57-year-old told 
the Ftermilab crew. “I am 
happier now than before my 
condition appeared. My ALS 
ruled out most careers except 
theoretical physics." 


GET ME rewrite. Graeme Le 
Saux's exciting new Evening 
Standard column this week 
bad tbe attention of every 
red-blooded footie fan. 

We're all gagging to get his 
side of the gay taunt spat at 
Liverpool last week. So? "At 
this point in time." he 
begins magisterially, “I have 
absolutely nothing to say 
about the subject." What a 
fridge. 


CHANNEL 4*S POLITICAL 
editor Elinor Goodman must 
be quite unhappy in her 
present job. So rhythmic is 
her relationship with the 
Department of the 
Environment that it has been 
lobbying for her to get the 
head honcho's job at the new 
Countryside Agency. But 
Goodman, currently 
separated from the Prime 
Minister’s pet economic 
wonk, Derek Scott seems to 
have more reach than grasp. 
Others within Downing Street 
vetoed Goodman's 
appointment Don’t give up 
the day job just yet Elinor. 






CHERIE BOOTH QC has been 
leading a large - and legally 
aided - High Court case. The 
defendants, mostly 
unemployed since October 
1991, are embroiled in 
litigation with the defunct 
bank BCCL in her opening 
statement. Booth felt she 
should explain her clients’ 
reluctance to take part-time 
or temporary jobs. Booth 
blamed the benefits system 
which was, she told the court, 
“becoming harsher". The 
benefits system, she added, 
punishes unemployed people 
with a mortgage who take on 
anything other than 
permanent full-time work. 
Isn’t this a subject she could 
mention over breakfast to her 
Number One Guy? 


STOP HIM before he writes 
again Dept. In next 
Monday’s New Yorker. 
American literary colossus 
John Updike offers an ode 
to genuflecting geisha 
Monica L. It accuses her of 
being “Bill’s Delilah" and. 
flying in the face of all the 
evidence, ends “You’re his- 
tor-y now, Monica/ In your 
little black beret.” Not just 
yet. baby 


ASTOUNDING TRUE Each You 
know what the most papular 
spirit in Scotland is? Vodka. 


IT WAS cognac that flowed 
at the K-Bar’s first birthday 
party this week. Piers 
Adam, owner of the glitzy 
six-venue chain had 
arranged for MoSt 
Hennessy to cater the event 
with triple shots of frozen 
XO brandy. Revellers 
walked through a long 
laser-lit tunnel to a VTP 
room guarded by two six- 
foot-tall blonde amazons. 
Mott Hennessy’s main 
board had flown in specially 
from France. And which A- 
Iist celebutantes met their 
astonished gaze? Renegade 
fashion muse Miss Trixie. 
Coronation Street micro- 
icon Chris Quin ten and 
expansive Tory dub owner 
Peter Stringfellow. That 
chilled cognac kicks hard, 
and Pandora’s enquiries 
about the event were met 
with glassy smiles and 
gallic shrugs. Let’s put it 
down to Global Cooling. 


BUT THE winner of Pandora's 
saucer of milk this morning is 
the K-Bar rockchick who was 
slagging off the Beatles 
tribute band Oasis. One of 
the Gallagher wives, Meg 
Mathews, abandoned her 
“column” in the Sunday 
Times recently so she 
could spend more time 
running her party 
business with her friend 
Fran. “They’re so over." 
the rockchick sighed. 
“We call them Freg and 
Man now." Miaow! 

Contact Pandora 
by e-mail at 
pandarai" 
independent.ca.uk 


It’s all over when the fat bloke snores 


THE SCENE is Kliogsor’s magic 
garden, about eight o'clock on a wet 
Wednesday night Parsifal is listen- 
ing to Kundry slowly seducing him, 

sinkoginto a great perftimed cush- 
ion of sound; a perfect moment of 
poisoned stillness. 

The autfience at English National 
Opera seems to be holding its 
breath. But what can that strange 
noise be, like heavy cotton being 
ripped in two? Can it be some un- 
familiar percussion effect in the 
orchestra? Has the stage machinery 
gone into reverse, with a horrible 
grinding noise? 

The singers are carrying on 
bravely and here it comes again, 
sounding exactly as if someone is 
dying. The audience murmurs, and 
in a moment finds the perpetrator 
It's some fat bloke, who has discov- 
ered the perfect spot to Call asleep 
and snore: the box right next to the 
stage. If he had been in the stalls, he 
wouldn't be half so audible; as it is, 
be is projecting directly into the 
auditorium, giving the performance 
of a lifetime. His companions are dig- 
ging him in toe ribs; the audience is 
muttering outraged, and he is woken 
up and carried out, never to return. 



Philip 

Hensher 

The indignation at this 
awful behaviour is, in a 
way, more interesting 
than the behaviour itself 

Of all the occasions to choose, 
Parsifal is one of the least appro- 
priate. Opera audiences are very hot 
indeed on toe behaviour of their 
fellow members, and Wagnerians 
k e<»npr than most at ticking people 
off. Sometimes the second interval 
at Tristan erupts into a riot of 
mutual recrimination, as an idiot 
who has been conducting the love 
duet from the fourth row of the 


grand tier confronts his neighbour 
rustling his way through a large bag 
of cellophane-wrapped sweets. And 
the code of conduct at Parsifal is 
even stricter than usual; by toe best 
standards, one isn’t supposed to 
applaud at the end of the first act, 
and if you start to dap at Bayreuth, 
you will be indignan tly silenced by 
toe keepers of toe flame. 

So there’s something pleasing at 
this 30-second desecratm It’s partly 
the pleasure of the appalling timing 
- there could hardly be a more con- 
spicuous moment, or a more dam- 
aging one, to start snoring in any 
opera. And partly the feeling of 
“There but for the grace of God...". 

The indignation at this awful 
behaviour is, in a way more inter- 
esting than toe aw fel behaviour 
itself. It's not so long ago that peo- 
ple went to the opera and talked all 
the way through it, as they do at the 
cinema these days. Indeed, so uni- 
versal was the behariour that operas 
were written in a st^e cfndsy bland- 
ness, for the specific purpose of 
being talked over 

The EngU^ middle classes go to 
toe <*inpma for an annual t reat, SO 
that they can keep up a running 


commentary of “Oh, Judi Dench, 
she lives opposite a cousin of mine 
- didn’t you think she was awfully 
good in Mre Brown?” Simflariy, toe 
sort of epic nonsense by Rossini 
which is now listened to with utter 
reverence was originally pt^fonned 
to a deafening ritornello by a chat- 
tering audience, and even if it had 
been possible in toe (fin to go to 
sleep, your snoring would have 
passed as unnoticed as it would in 
toe Odeon in Leicester Square. 

If you actually tried to watch an 
English film, or sit in silence 
through a Rossini opera, I expect 

you would go mad; they are designed 

to be half-attended to while main- 
taining a constant stream of conver- 
sation. Only toe smartest Italian 


anything with any cultural preten- 
sion at all. 

I couldn’t help thinking that this 
artificial reverence for culture on the 
part of the audience has some con- 
nection with toe apparently brutal 
loathing for it exhibited try some of 
toe professionals; treating it as 
something which may only be 

j nmnl ivemathu) 


rum - in Rome or Naples, for ex- 
ample, toe audience is always apt 
to start humming along, or even - 
s e m eto fo g 1 once saw in Sicily- en* 
swering their mobile telephones in 
the second act of La Sormanibula. 
Of course, people never talked 
through ParsifiU, but I wonder 
whether the respect due -to the 
great monuments of Western art is 
not being unhelpfully extended to 


on toe ground. The interesting thing 
about toe other night is that it hap- 
pened at an awful production of the 
opera, reversing every single one of 
the opera's meanings and redeem- 
ed onty by toe muacal performance 
The vicious desecration of Parsifal 
this production represents would not 
be interesting to a more relaxed 
audience, just as blasphemy is not 
sh ocking to anyone but toe pious. 

I'm not advocating that anyone 
starts cracking walnuts in the stalls 
when Covent Garden reopens, but 
you might like to consider whether 
the typical opera-goer’s hissing 
outrage at breaches of propriety is 
not a strong encouragement for a 
producer who may be considering 
whether or not to set his production 
of Parsifal on one of the sidings at 
Clapham Junction. 


Subsidise and be damned - 
farmers are a special case 


WHEN I last met Robert, he was a 
scbool-bqy and my younger brother’s 
best friend. The other day, 1 met him 
for the first time in 30 years. He had 
taken over his father’s farm in the 
heart of toe finest dairy country of 
the eastern Cheshire plain. This 
farm, with its beautiful early 1 9th 
century house, was once regarded 
as a ranch, an enormous h olding, 
even by the relatively prosperous 
standards of Cheshire 

Robert reported, with a rueful 
grin, that his farm was now regarded 
as medhnn-to- small and dose to 
marginal. In his mkM06, he had been 
told that he must double the num- 
ber of his making cows if the farm 
was going to survive the chifly agri- 
cultural dimate predicted for the 
eariy years of the next century. 

Joll, 28, is a young beef farmer 
whom I met last year in C reuse, in 
foe green, empty heart of Franca He 
has built up toe family farm so that 
it now occupies the land which sus- 
tained 10 separate forms 20 years 
ago. He produces high qualify grass- 
reared, organic beef by a mixture of 
ddfashioned and high-tech methods 
(dosed-dreuit TV in the cowsheds, 
computers in the farmhouse, but no 
chemical fertilisers or suspect, 
bought-in animal feeds.) 

Joel too said that, despite all his 
investment and innovations, he re- 
garded his own chances of survival 
as 5050. He looked forward with fore- 
boding to the new round of EU 
form policy negotiations, which were 
then only a doud on the northern 
horizon but are now provoking froth 
and fury in Brussels. 

Both men are typical of toe land 
of updated, but traditional, fanning 
that we should cherish and encour- 
age. Both face an uncertain future 

I am going to try to make an 
unpopular argument: we should 
continue to subsidise formers, al- 
though, not in the way we do now, 



JOHN 

Lichfield 

There is no substitute for 
family-scale agriculture 
as the backbone of a 
proper rural economy 

which is counter-productive to the 
fanners themselves. 

My old boss, Andreas Whittam 
Smith, recenty argued in this space 
that all agricultural support was mis- 
spent that farmers had no more 
right to be subsidised than car- 
workers, miners, fishermen or 
journalists. Jeremy Paxman once 
described Mr Whittam Smith as 
looking as though he might secret- 
ly “far m half of Norfolk". Apparent- 
ly not But to answer Andreas’s 
main argument, I believe that there 
are two fundamental reasons why 
farming is different 
First you can abolish a steel- 
works or a coal mine or a car 
factory and eventually replace it with 
something else. You cannot abolish 
the heart of France or the Welsh hills 
or the eastern Cheshire plain. There 
is no substitute for family-scale 
agriculture as the backbone of a 
rural, rather than mode-rural, semi- 
suburban economy. There is no 
other way to preserve the charac- 
teristic landscape - or landscapes — 
of western Europe, which are large- 
ly an agricultural creation. 


The present rate of rural depop- 
ulation is already disturbing, even 
with subsidies in place. The option 
of low intensity suburbification is not 
available to all regions. If subsidies 
were to be abolished, One Man and 
his Dog might be no longer just a 
television programme, but the pop- 
ulation of western Shropshire 

To glimpse a subsidy-free future 
you need only visit the soulless 
steppes of Norfolk, or the mournful 
plains of the Ile-de-France where 
vast cereals forms - which require 
no subsidy but take the biggest 
ones under the present bizarre pol- 
icy - have destroyed hedgerows 
and villages, and poisoned water 
courses with nitrate fertilisers. Yju 
only have to visit Brittany where in- 
dustrial pig-production units have 
swamped toe pork market and be- 
fouled the local water supply. 

The second reason why agricul- 
ture is different is that it produces 
the food we eat The BSE crisis was 
a by-product of “efficient”, non-tra- 
ditional agriculture: toe only kind 
that could survive if subsidies were 
abolished. There is already a tinn- 
ing away from chemically-produced 
and genetically modified food, 
which suggests that a more tradi- 
tional form of farming can have a 
future. Bui ft would be impossible for 
it to survive without targeted sub- 
sidies and incentives, at least in toe 
medium term. 

The present Ckxnrnon Agriculture 
Policy (CAP), though much re- 
formed, is still based on encourag- 
ing production by propping up prices 
at artificially high levels. Economi- 
cally it cannot survive the enlarge- 
ment of tbe union to the thousands 
of underdeveloped farms in Poland, 
Hungary or the Czech Republic. Po- 
litically, it cannot survive the next 
round of world trade talks. 

But there are good, pro-former; 
pro -rural reasons for wanting to 



FYench farmers discuss cattle prices 


Brian Harris 


phase out the present CAP and re- 
place it with a policy that would be 
kinder to family-sized holdings, 
kinder to toe environment and, yes, 
even kinder to animals. 

The present policy has bred its 
own downfall by encouraging 
mindless productivity ahead of 
quality or the interests of the wider 
rural economy. Even toe French 
government has abandoned its sup- 
port for this approach, long hypo- 
critically defended as a means of 
protecting the delicate culture of La 
France prqfxmde. France has be- 
come the world’s second strongest 
agricultural power during the last 30 
years, but has lost 500,000 farms in 
toe process. 

The CAP has been generous to 
the giant cereals farms of the 
north - which have been in turn 
kind to French political parly funds 
- but toe empty, green heart of 
France has become emptier and 
emptier. (Hence all those cheap 
holiday homes). 

Now all toe ministers in Brussels, 
including the French, say that they 
favour a policy that targets aid tor 


well-run, smaller and medium 
farms; a policy which is tied to food 
quality and respect for toe environ- 
ment So far so good. There are dif- 
ferences about how such aims can 
best be achieved. That is inevitable. 

The real problem is that toe ne- 
gotiations in Brussels are not real- 
ty about toe future philosophy and 
direction of farm policy at afl. They 
are about who should pay Germany 
and the European Commission have 
suggested that part of toe cost of a 
reformed policy should be paid by 
each government to its own farmers. 
This makes perfect sense if there is 
to be room in the EU budget for any- 
thing else. But it doesn't serve toe 
self interest of toe French, whose 
agriculture, and public spending, is 
currently subsidised by the EU (ie 
toe Germans) to toe tune of around 
£5bn a year. 

The depressing prospect - even 
the likelihood - is that the' hope of 
a sensible CAP reform will be lost 
in some midefle-of-tb e-night com- 
promise based on the interests, not 
of formers or consumers, but of 
national treasuries. 
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The BBC has too little influence 


0 THE FUTURE of public 
service broadcasting 
lies first in the hands of 
Parliament but also in 

toe conduct of the BBC by its 
governors and managers. 

In my first week, I was chal- 
lenged to define my objective. 

1 replied that it was to leave the 
BBC complete with its chan- 
nels and its licence fee intact 
At the time that was thought to 
be a very unlikely prospect 

The general view was that 
we would lose several chan- 
nels. In toe event we retained 
them all and the licence fee 
and, at the same time, 
strengthened the power of the 
governors, though you might 
not have noticed it 

The BBC is still a marvel- 
lous organisation. It still puts 
out great programmes on 
radio and television, but I do 
not think that it has got its 
strategy right We face the 
prospect of 200 or perhaps 500 
competitive channels and the 
onset of digital broadcasting. 

I firmly believe that toe 
BBC's response should be not 
to expand its empire at toe 
licence payers* expense but to 
concentrate on its mainstream 
channels and invest in them. 
When I joined the BBC, Lord 


Annan told me that the BBC’s 
problem was not that it wanted 
to do what everyone else did 
but that it wanted to do more 
of what everyone else did, and 
the situation does not seem 
much to have changed. 

Michael Checkland and 
John Birt under pressure from 
the governors, made great ad- 
ministrative reforms, saved 
large sums of money and radi- 
cally improved efficiency, for 
which they both deserve great 
credit But there is still a lot of 
money about 

The licence fee brings in 
£2bn a year. When I left the 
BBC <and I have checked this), 
there was £250m in cash from 
savings unspent, £2 00m was 
given as an uplift to toe licence 
fee for the introduction of dig- 
ital television and a further 
£240m from toe sale of trans- 
mission. That totals £690m 
pounds, which is a lot of money. 
What has happened to it? 

If there is a shortage of 
money it is not difficult to see 
what should be done. There is 
too much bureaucracy, over- 
bloated policy units, and too 
much spent on expansion and 
management 

The money should go on 
what toe licence payer can 



PODIUM 

Marmaduke 
HUSSEY 
From a speech by 
the former chairman 
of the BBC in the 
House of Lords 


see or hear; on those main- 
stream channels which won for 

the BBC its acknowledged rep- 
utation as toe finest broad- 
caster in the world. It is alleged 
that “News 24" costs £30m. 
That is an enormous amount of 
money yet no one could find 
£4m for the Tfest Matches, now 
lost, together with the cup 
final the grand prix and Eng- 
land at Twickenham. 

The BBC is a national 
broadcaster, where people 


expect to see and hear the big 
events. It would be a great mis- 
take to ask for a licence fee in- 
crease higher than the cost of 
living and might incur con- 
siderable resentment So for as 
I can see, the people have ac- 
cepted the current system 
without complaint Equalty I do 
not believe in tbe amalga- 
mation of radio and television. 
I fear for toe future of radio 
against the monster television. 

Much of it is of very high 

standard, supported by a dedi- 
cated and articulate audience. 

Anyone seriously interested 
in the news would listen to 
Radio 4, The World at One 
and The World Tb night. BBC 
television news is exeeDmt, but 
it has neither the time nor toe 
space to give the coverage 
that radio does. 

The BBC was founded by an 
engineer - an unusual engi- 
neer; with moral and social 
vision ft has afa^ays been at the 
front of technology and must go 
digital both on radio and on 
television. It gives much better 
reception. 

But digital broadcasting is 
not toe message; it is only the 
messenger: Tbe moral, eco- 
nomic and intellectual argu- 
ment for a national broad- 


casting service funded by a poll 
tax lies in its absolute inde- 
pendence, the quality of its 
programmes, the breadth of its 
output and the manner in 
which it extends the choice of 
programmes for its audience. 
If it does not do that, it is a con. 

Currently, toe BBC is wad- 
ing into a ratings battle with toe 
toughest roughest and richest 
companies in the broadcasting 
world. That is not abattle that 
it will win. 

It does not have toe money 
or the ruthless competitive 
streak that the opposition has. 
The BBC is dedicated to setting 
high standards for the industry 
and widening the people's 
choice, and it is staffed by 
dedicated men and women 
who share that motivation but 
many of whom are now sorely 
depressed. 

The future of toe BBC lies 
in the minds and skills of those 
programme-makers whose 
budgets are now being danger- 
ously squeezed. When I arrived 
at tbe BBC, I thought it had too 
much influence; I now think it 
has too little. I believe that it is 
time fora change of em- 
phasis and appeal to up- A 
lift the hearts and y 
enliven toe minds. w .. 
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Smoking is still so cool 



«> 


Deborah orr 

How can it be that the 
weed is winning despite 
everything we know about 
its pernicious effect ? 


SMOKING, GALLAHER announced 
breathlessly this week, became 
more popular in Britain last year for 
“the first time in living memory’'. Of 
course GaHaher has to anrsnnm-q 
everything breathlessly, because, 
After all, breathlessness is what the 
'JBbmpany sells. 

The truth, however; is a little less 
worthy of a sharp intake (Just as 
well, since ever fewer people in this 
country are capable of one), because 
actually smoking has i ncreased in 
Britain merely for the first time 
since 1972. This kind of time-span 
is without the living memory of only 
the most enthusiastic of rarmahic 
smokers, but nevertheless the sta- 
tistic is sobering. How can it be that 
the weed is winning? How can it be, 
despite everything we now know 
about its pernicious effects on the 
human plumbing system, that 
smoking is cool? 

One can bang on for ever about 
growing up. rebellion, lau ghing in 
the lace of death and peer pressure. 
God knows plenty of people have. 
But maybe it's simpler rtip ri <*»«* 
-$Iaybe smoking is cool because it 
is powerful. And maybe it is pow- 
erful for the usual reasons. Because 
it is rich and famous. 

I don't mean that it’s rich and fa- 
mous by association, just because 
glamorous people like Kate Moss 
can be seen puffing away as they 
check out of the rehab clinic 
(though undoubtedly all that stuff 
helps too 1. 1 mean because if s rich 
and famous in its own right 
Everyone knows that the tobac- 
co companies make more than one 
kind of killing, that government ex- 
chequers across the western world 
would be spectacularly depleted 
without .the: tax raised on tobacco 
sales, that the dismantling of the 
tobacco industry would mean the 
loss of thousands of jobs and mil- 
lions in exports. But it’s the domi- 

€ ce of cigarettes and smoking in 
media which seems staggering 
le. Again, this isn’t just famous 
actors with fags in their hands, it’s 
on the news pages, the features 
pages, and of course, tike this piece, 
the comment pages. Cigarettes and 
cigars are always big news. 

While Frank Dobson has 
promised that tobacco advertising 
will be outlawed by the year 2000, 
thafs just the tip of the iceberg. Any 
supplier fell teUyou that an inch of 



All publicity is good publicity for the weed, especially when in the hands of glamorous people like supermodel Kate Moss 


editorial is worth 10 adverts in the 
same paper And not a day goes by 
without an interesting news story 
starring cigarettes. Smoking is 
proof if proof were needed, that all 
publicity is good publicity. 

Jbrwhfle these endless fag sto- 
ries rarely seem terribly upbeat, 
they usually represent excellent 
news for some interested party or 
other; as well as promoting visibil- 
ity and ensuring that the profile of 
smoking never Hags. Today’s 
tobacco-related news is particu- 
larly rich. It caters to several of 
the many parties who are involved 
in the tobacco industry, and con- 
nects with a goodly amount of re- 
lated issues. 

first, and most prosaically, Irish 
customs yesterday seized six mil- 
lion cigarettes from bootleggers. 
This is good news for Gallaher; 
which constantly bleats on about 
hew fag^mugglers are ruining then- 
profit margins, and how tobacco 
taxes ought to be lowered to protect 
the interests of upstanding and 
legitimate vendors of coffin nails, 
such as themselves. 

Because the bootlegging (unblem 
has become so big in Britain, Gal- 
laher has filed decreased profits for 


1998, despite the rise in smoking. 
Therefore it has undertaken ag- 
gressive expansion in Ireland, and 
' can now look forward to selling six 
million more fags than it might oth- 
erwise have managed. Ei; hurrah. 

Second, and of primary interest 
to all those poor sods who wish to 
stop smoking but cant, is the news 
that anti-depressants are twice as 
effective as nicotine patches at 
helping people to kick the habit This 
comes hot on the heels of Glaxo - 
Welcome's announcement that it is 
seeking permission from tiie EU to 
start selling Zyban in Europe/This 
drug, which was developed specif- 
ically to tackle the problems of 
nicotine withdrawal, has been avail- 
able in the US since 1997 and is cred- 
ited with getting more than one 
million Americans off the tabs. 

There’s also a vaccine under 
development by a British company, 
Cantab Pharmaceuticals, which 
blocks nicotine’s effect on the brain, 
thus making smoking even more 
pointless. But it isn’t only reluctant 
puffers who are cheered by this kind 
of story; it’s also good news for po- 
tential smokers. Why avoid starting, 
when so many people are willing to 
help you when yon decide to stop? 


Third, and of the utmost fasci- 
nation for those who distrust New 
Labour as a fun but harmless hobby 
is a statement from Health minis- 
ter Tessa Jowellon tobacco spon- 
sorship. Who cares what she’s got 
to say about it? She’s part of the 
Government which has managed to 
buck the decline in smoking for the 
first time in 26 years. 

This was, of course, despite all 
best intentions, but nevertheless 
New Labour has found itself em- 
broiled in not one but two smoking- 
related sleaze scandals during its 
short tenure. 

The first occurred early in New 
Labour’s reign, when the party 
went out aD guns blazing, to ban the 
sponsorship of sport by tobacco 
companies -well, except in Fbrmula 
One racing. While this was in no way 
related to Fbrmula One supremo 
Beraie Ecclestone's gift of £lm to 
the Labour Party, they gave the 
money back anyway. 

The second came at the end of 
last yeai; when New Labour ad- 
mirably made plans to provide nico- 
tine patches on the NHS as part of 
its £l00m initiative to crack down on 
smoking. The trouble came when it 
emerged that the Swiss company, 


Novartis, one of the Labour Party’s 
major sponsors, was lined up for 
the multi-million pound contract to 
supply the patches. 

Poor old New Labour stopped in 
its tracks by the power of fags. Why? 
Because they are rich and famous. 
That’s why New Labour; and other 
well-intentioned governments, find 
it so hard to stub them out 

So what’s to be done about it? It's 
tempting to say, absolutely nothing 
Around 120,000 people die of lung 
cancer in this country every year 
and libertarians are constantly 
pointing out that that’s their affair 
Those concerned with the com- 
mon weal wiD then cry that all this 
disease costs the NHS a fortune, but 
since diverting all the tax raised on 
tobacco sales to the NHS will more 
than compensate for that, this isn’t 
such a shocking abuse of thehealth 
service as it may seem. 

But there are good reasons why 
the fight against tobacco should re- 
main a shibboleth of social democ- 
racy, primarily that if we can’t work 
out how to turn people off from cig- 
arettes, then we’re not going to 
stamp out other similar and more 
serious drug abuses either. (The 
latter also shows that making 


Alpha 


cigarettes illegal isn't a solution 
either. Then there really will be a 
major threat to the fabric of society.) 

Health warnings on cigarette 
packets have worked well in the 
past although the dedicated smok- 
er can always ask his friendly 
newsagent for a pack which tells you 
that “Smoking while pregnant can 
harm your baby”. That’s not much 
of a tura-off if you’re not pregnant, 
and none of the others are either if 
you can keep them out of your 
sightline while having a puff. 

What about stepping up the 
health-warning campaign and 
printing Tm a self-destructive fool” 
down the side of every cigarette? Or 
just riding it out until riches and 
fame go out of fashion? 

Me. I’ve been smoking for near- 
ly 20 years now, and not a day has 
gone by when I haven't considered 
what a good idea it would be to 
stop. But now itlooks like that may 
not be the case. I'm going to pin my 
hopes on Zyban. 

But what I realty need is a drug 
that will stop me from believing, in 
some burned-out corner of my ad- 
dled brain, that cigarettes are my 
friends and they’d nesverdo anything 
that would harm me. 


Right 
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■ The ‘Brookside’ 
creator replies to 
Beryl Bainbridge’s 
dismissive remarks 
about scouse accents 

BERYL BAINBR1DGE seems to 
have upset a great number of 
people in Liverpool. I can sym- 
pathise with her current po- 
sition as 1 have, on occasions, 
suffered a similar fate but at 
least 1 share a common accent 
and am proud to do so, like, but 
it is this that appears to be 
causing many scousers to give 
Beryl down the banks. 

But before anyone gets too 
carried away please bear in 
mind that, by her own ad- 
mission, Beryl herself was 
snatched away from the cen- 
tre of the universe to be edu- 
cated on the periphery. She 
could, therefore, by scouse 
definition, be not one of God’s 
chosen, but no less than a 
woolvback. So for her to worry 
about how people speak in 
Brookside, is a bit like sheep 
worrying about why they can’t 
understand the bulls. 

Still the real issue to be 
teased out of all this is that 
attached to any attempts to 
eradicate our individuality: 1 
am a great supporter of any- 
thing that raises literacy. I 
have often said that literacy is 
the second most important 
thing after sex. Through sex 
we procreate. Through lit- 
eracy we convey our ideas. 
Neither requires elocution 
lessons. 

But I am a great opponent 
of anything that attempts to 
homogenise our national cul- 
ture, which should be a col- 
lective mass of individual 
effort. Regionalism provides a 
rich tapestiy of differing dia- 
lects. We all cherish our rights 
to individualism while at the 
same time we enjoy belonging 
to our tribes, whether based on 
sport, religion, politics, age, 
nation or region. To most 
people the way they speak is 
a symbol of regional pride. 

It is no coincidence that 
television’s most popular 
programmes - the soaps - 
trade on regional identity, and 
accents. As Beryl may have 
discovered, you challenge that 
at your peril. 


An overdose of speed 

FRIDAY BOOK 


i^HE FIRST man to be convicted in 
-tiritain for dealing cocaine, in 1916, was 
charged with intent to make soldiers 
“less capable of performing their 
duties". He objected that cocaine would 
have no such effect, because “it makes 
you most keen on what you are doing” . 
Today, it is American physicians and 
educators who best appreciate the abil- 
ity of stimulant drugs to make people 
keen on activities which may otherwise 
seem dull. 



RITALIN NATION: RAPID-FIRE 
CULTURE AND THE TRANSFORMATION 
OF HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS 

BY RICHARD DEGRANDPRE, WW NORTON. £15.95 


Richard DeGrandpre's title refers to fined after the drug became available, 
more than the mass prescription of The vagueness of the definition im- 
am dull Ri talin, though. It expresses the idea dermines its credibility, as do its shift- 

RitaKn/a drug whose psychopharma- that Americans, asa whole, arepursmng mg criteria. First it was a behavioural 
coloS'effSb^SxStoa.oseof a Ritalin way of life. Tley live frenetic, disorde50tl ? pe ra dMty,tha ; onerfa' 
- ------- ; i fragmented and stressful lives; yet “* ~ 
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cocaine, is currently prescribed to mil- 
lions of children whose behaviour has 
gained them a diagnosis of “attention 
deficiency”. Many of them wfll stay on 
Ritalin as they move into adulthood, and 
the drug is being prescribed more fre- 
quently on this side of the Atlantic. Th e 
prospect is not just of a “Ritalin Nation" , 
but a “Ritalin International”. 

rt 


when their children show early signs of 
frenetic and fragmented consciousness, 

this is presumed to be a biological 
problem which requires a pharma- 
cological solution. 

DeGrandpre makes a persuasive 
case that Ritalin was actually a solution 
looking for a problem, which was de- 


Friday Poem 

understanding the echo 

BY S w RHYDDERCH 

Understanding the echo is the hardest part 
of being young, its faint notes 
pure and reedy in an empty hall 

Fm anaesthetising the sky 
and trying to listen to the voice 
of the stars and decipher the trembling 
of chandeliers and the colour blue. 

Last time I came alive I brushed 

the seaweed from my eyes, 
peeled my stick)’ scales 
and heard the dim boom beckoning. 

But the sea is its own grave. 

’stranded on Ithaca’, is published 
of oy ™ Bradford BD9 


ratio attention, and now it is both, 
under the label of Attention Deficit Hy- 
peractivity Disorder, or ADHD. Mean- 
while, the cure has remained the same, 
with Ritalin enjoying an effective 
monopoly on treatment Although it de- 
scribes genuinely problematic behav- 
iour; ADHD looks like a specious 
diagnostic category. 

DeGrandpre’s analysis of the Ritalin 
Nation is, to ? large extent reactive. The 
pendulum has swung towards the pre- 
sumption that behavioural disorders are 
largely genetic morigw in response, De- 
Grandpre shies away from evolutionary 
accounts of the mind, ntisguidedty im- 
plying that these are inconsistent with 
uniquely modern abilities such as high- 
speed driving. But if our minds can cope 
with driving at speed, why should we 
worry about their coping with other fast- 
paced aspects of modem life? 

The reason, according to DeGrand- 
pre, is that sensory stimulation is ad- 
dictive. We get used to stimuli and they 
lose their effect they must therefore be 
constantly amplified and multiplied. 

This is aprocess fundamental to the 
contemporary world, and it is a real 
shame that DeGrandpre has chosen to 
interpret it in terms of addiction, a con- 
cept fetich is as flawed and badly theor- 
ised as the idea of prescribing a pffl for 
every behavioural ilL It is not just drugs 
that are the problem, but the archaic 
conceptual frameworks that surround 
them. Any form of repetitive pleasure- 


seeking behaviour can and is now de- 
scribed as “addictive”, making addiction 
a concept as theoretically hollow as it 
is morally compelling. 

Its regrettable effect in Ritalin 
Nation is to substitute for explanation. 
The message is that modern life pro- 
duces “sensory addictions”; the impli- 
cation is that these are bad habits, like 
cigarette smoking, which we should try 
to give up. We should stop creeping for- 
ward while we wait for the traffic lights 
to turn green; we should spend more 
time with our families. These things are 
true, and DeGrandpre writes thought- 
fully about practical ways by which we 
can ease the burden of speed. 

Yet it is ontyin the last few pages that 
he touches upon the real problem, 
which is that speed is imposed upon us. 
People have to jump through life be- 
cause if they don% they will be pushed. 
They work as hard as possible for fear 
of losing their jobs to harder workers, 
and to maintain a social status which de- 
rives in large part from material wealth. 
The products on which they spend 
their earnings are marketed by an ever 
more intense cacophony of advertising, 
in which advertisers compete to com- 
mand attention by creating ever more 
vivid sensory efforts. This is a process 
driven by competition, not demand 
from addicts. 

What DeGrandpre describes as “sen- 
sory addiction" fa not like eating cream 
cakes even though you know you 
shouldn't. Nor does his suggestion 
about how Ritalin works, by providing 
the stimulation that the sensority ad- 
dicted child has been seeking from ex- 
ternal stimuli, seem to capture the way 
In which stimulants make people teen 
on single, often repetitive activities. 
But his description of fast modern cul- 
ture’s effects as “toxic" is only too apt 

MAREKKOHN 

The anthers book As We Know It Cam- 
ingtol^rmswithanEvolvedMimrwin. 
be published by Omnia m July 
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DRIVEN FROM Germany in 1933, 
David Daube was one of that group 
of Jewish scholars who introduced 
new standards of scholarship to 
the universities of Britain. In an ac- 
tive scholarly career spanning more 
than six decades, he mastered 
three distinct fields: he began in bib- 
lical and Talmudic law, and Roman 
law, but his work on the Old testa- 
ment and Rabbinic sources led him 

more and more to the study of the 
Jewish background to New Testa- 
ment texts and doctrines. As a vic- 
tim of anti-Semitism, he saw this as 
his way of contributing to a greater 
understanding between Judaism 
and Christianity. 

Daube's interest in Judaism was 
Car from purely academic he was in- 
volved in many Jewish organisations 
and. until late in life, he strictly ob- 
served the Sabbath and the dietary 
laws: moreover resistance to op- 
pression is a recurring theme in his 
writings. Because his work is spread 
over so many different areas and he 
wrote no comprehensive treatise in 
any of them, it is impossible for any 
one person to survey Daube’s con- 
tribution as a whole, far less to 
judge its likely enduring impact. 
What can be said, however Is that 
in each of his chosen fields his work 
was almost always original and 
often brilliant. 

Born in 1909 in the Germany of 
Wilhelm n, Daube came from an or- 
thodox Jewish background, his 
mother being Selma Ascher from 
Ndrdlingen and his father Jakob 
Daube. a wine merchants Freiburg. 
Despite the First World War and its 
aftermath, David and his brother, 
Benjamin, appear to have grown up 
in fairly comfortable circumstances 
in Freiburg. 

He attended the renowned 
Berthold-gymnasium there, with 
short spells in a Swiss private school 
for orthodox Jews and in Paris. He 
began bis university studies in 
Freiburg, and came to the attention 
of Otto Lenel the founder of the 
modem study of Roman law and 
himself of Jewish stock. Although 
Lend was then about 80 and had re- 


ued to work and singled out Daube, 
whom he treated as a personal 
pupil Daube liked to recall how he 
would walk from the family home in 
Goethestrasse through the leafy 
streets of residential Freiburg to 
Lenel's house in Holbeins trasse, 
where the two would discuss ques- 
tions of Roman law. These discus- 
sions proved one of the decisive 
influences in Daube's academic life. 

While maintaining his links with 
Freiburg, Daube studied for his 
doctorate in Gottingen, where he 
was taught by Johannes Hempd and 
the young Wolfgang Kunkel with 
whom he formed a lifelong friend- 


ship. His thess was on a fopfe of Old 
Testament law and earned him his 
doctorate “mil Auszeichmmg" in 
1932. When, half a century later he 
tried to obtain a copy of the entry in 
the university records, he was told 
that the page had been tom out dur- 
ing the Nazi period. The coming to 
power of Hitler was the turning 
point in Daube’s life. Even before 
then, he had been alive to the threat 
which Hitler posed: on one occasion 
he had gone with a girlfriend to hear 
him speak and had been struck by 
the power of his oratory. 

In 1933 Lenel lost no time in ad- 
vising Daube to leave Germany. He 
gave him a letter of introduction to 
Professor HJF. Jolowicz in London. 
Jolowicz in turn se nt Da ube on to 
Cambridge, where WW. Buckland 
was the Regius Professor of Civil 
Law. Although the two men were 
very different and, to begta with, had 
to converse in French, they got on 
well together and in later years 
Daube went out of his way to quote 
Buckland’s views in respectful 
terms. By 1935 Daube had obtained 
a PhD from Cambridge for his work 
on the Roman statute dealing with 
damage to property. Part of that 
work was published, as his first 


He would start 
with a single text, 
perhaps even an 
isolated word in a 
text , and go on to 
illuminate a 
whole area of his 
chosen subject 


article in English, in the Law 
Quarterly Review in 1936. 

He married in 1936 and, happily, 
before the Second World War he was 


arrange for his family to come to 
Britain. In due course Daube ob- 
tained British nationality, which he 


in America in later years. In 1938 he 
applied unsuccessfully for the pro- 
fessorship of Civil Law in Edin- 
burgh, but in the same year he was 
elected to a teaching fellowship at 
Caius College, Cambridge. Apart 
from a short spell of internment on 
the Isle of Man in 1940, Daube held 
that position until 1946, when he be- 
came a University Lecturer in Law. 
He wrote Studies m Biblical Law 
(1947) during this period. 

After the war he re-established 


contact with scholars in Germany. 
In 1951 he was appointed Professor 
of Jurisprudence at Aberdeen, but 
he did not stay there long, since he 
accepted the offer of the Regius 
Chair of Civil Law in Oxford when 
it suddenly fell vacant after the 
death of Jolowicz in 1954. None the 
less Daube always remained par- 
ticularly grateful to Aberdeen for 
having given him his first chair. 

When he took up his appointment 
and his All Sools fellowship in 1955, 
Daube was pre-eminent in Roman 
law studies in Britain. He now held 
the foremost chair. The Oxford of 
those days, where Roman law was 
still compulsory not only in Moder- 
ations but in Schools, might seem to 
have been the ideal place for Daube 
to pursue his career among col- 
leagues wto shared his interests. Fbr 
a while aU did indeed go welL Daube 
was at the height of his powers, 
producing a stream of readable yet 
doseiy reasoned and convincing ar- 
ticles in which he often concealed his 
Bphnlflrrii^nuMjpf a tight, snm^timpg 

almost flfopant, style. An anonymous 
article in the Oxford Magazine, on 
the origins of Humpty Dumpty as 
an engine used at the Siege of 
Gloucester; was widely acclaimed. 

He soon became known as a bril- 
liant and entertaining teacher who 
brought the law of ancient Rome to 
life; undergraduates who would 
otherwise have had no interest in 
Roman law long remembered his 
lectures. As in Aberdeen, he had a 
number of doctoral students in bib- 
lical law and Roman law. On all of 
bis pupils he had an ind elible influ- 
ence. Within the universify and be- 
yond he was skilful in securing 
posts for his proteges. 

But moves were afoot to reform 
the Oxford Law syllabus by intro- 
ducing new subjects and eliminat- 
ing the compulsory Roman law 
paper in schools. These incipient 
changes were paralleled by changes 
in Daube's own life. He was di- 
vorced in 1964. He moved into All 
Souls, where he lived and worked in 
overheated rooms. He seems to 
have become progressively disen- 


he regarded as restrictions on his 
freedom. By the mid-1960s he was 
spending more and more time in 


with Helen Smelsen whom he was 
eventually to many in 1986. He had 
also bo ught a flat in Konstanz in 
southern Germany, where he would 
spend part of the Easter vacation as 
a visiting professor. 

This unsettled period came to an 
end in 1970 when Boalt HaD, the 
Berkeley Law School offered turn 
positions as Director of the Robbins 
Hebraic and Roman Law Collections 
and as Professor-in-Residence. He 
accepted - and resigned his Oxford 




Daube’s vast store of knowledge underpinned aD aspects of his work 


chan; just as the changes in the Law 
syllabus came into effect 

Daube moved to San Francisco 
and began his new life in a tiny flat 


climate suited him and the breath- 
ing difficulties which had plagued 
him for many years largely disap- 


Helen at Fisherman's Wharf was a 
pleasant way to relax and, for a long 
time at least his relationship with 
her brought him happiness and new 
interests, especially in the world of 
psychoanalysis. 

Daube seemed to revel in what he 
regarded as his new, laid-back, life. 
Getting up earfy in the morning, he 
would greet the down-and-outs on 
his way through the empty streets 
to the bus station, where he bought 
a newspaper - he never watched 


television or listened to the radio - massive intellect and learning: in ad- 
and caught the bus for tbe short jour- di tion to the texts associated with 
ney across the Bay Bridge to Berioe- his professional work, he seemed to 
ley. He would arrive at Boalt Hall have read and remembered the 
well before breakfast, ready for the whole of classical German, French 
work of the day. and English literature and more 

Fbrmanyyears- and indeed long besides. This vast store of knowl- 
afterbeofficialfyretiredml981-he edge undetpinned all aspects of his 


on Roman law and other topics. But 
his main occupation was study and 
writing in a very small room filled 
with his books and papers behind the 
stacks in the law library. Boalt Hall 
was indeed to remain the focus of his 
fife for as long as he was able to read 
and to work. Members of the staff 
and other colleagues did much, dis- 
creetly to support him and, lateq to 
look after him when he had to move 
into a home. 

The key to Daube’s work was his 


dose study of texts and minute at- 
tention to languag e and to the nu- 
ances of language. 

Typically, he would start with a 
single text, perhaps even an isolat- 
ed word in a text, and, by revealing 
a hitherto unsuspected meaning or 
dimension, he would go on to illu- 
minate a whole area of h is chosen 
subject For these purposes context 
was often crudaL In Old Testament 
studies stress had been placed on 
the importance of a text’s Site m 


Leben (setting in life) and Daube ap- 
plied faattechmtj^ attractively^ . 

always convincingly to Romanlawin 
Forms of Roman Legislation (1956). 

Our knowledge of Roman law - - 
comes, for the most part, from tbp - 
digest which is made up of thou- ■ 
sands of extracts from the works of 
anrient jurists. Lenel whom Daube 
revered, had revolutionised its stuefy 
by identifying lire original cantextof . 

many of these extracts. In the 1950s 
and 1960s Daube published a series 
of dazding papers in vrfiichhe car- ‘ 
tied on LeneTs work - only in private 
would he hint that he might well 
have improved on it It can be no co- 
incidence that the best and most 
substantial of these papers, and ar- , 
guably his finest article on Roman 
law, was written in sober academi c 
German and appeared in the Savi- 
gny Zeitschrift. It is his monument, 
to be set beside the master’s. 

Indeed, Daube remained a quin- 
tessentialfy German scholar Even - 
after living for decades in the Eng- _ 
fish-speaking world, he had a strong ^ 
German accent - some surmised^ 
that this could hardly be uninten- 
tional hi later years, he would seem 
outwardly to have adopted the re- 
laxed Californian way of life, with 
long hair, an open-necked shirt and 
some linguistic usages to match, lb - 
the chagrin of some of his col- 
leagues, he professed at least to 
favour many of the aims of the stu- 
dents in Berkeley and elsewhere in 
the late 1960s, though he was so skil- 
ful at arguing for ary point of view 
that it was often difficult to be sure 
exactly how strongly he supported 
a particular cause. 

In truth, of course, David Daube 
was completely different from those 
students: his fife’s work had been ' 
built on that particular meticulous, - 
disciplined scholarship and'tRssen- 
schafi which he had acquired long £ 
before in Weimar Germany. He was - 
thus the product of a system of ed- 
ucation whidi has vanished for even 
Alan Rodger 

David Daube, Roman law and 
Jewish scholar: bom Freiburg, 


Genome and Caius College, Cam- 
bridge 1938-46; Lecturer in Law, 
Cambridge University 1946-51; 


deen University 1951-55; Regius 
Professor of Civil Law, Oxford 
University 1955-70; Fellow, AU 
Souls College, Oxford 1955-70 
(Emeritus); FBA 1957; Director, 
Robbins Hebraic and Roman 
Law Collections and Professor-in- 
Residence, School of Law, Uni- 
versity of California, Berkeley 
1970-81 (Emeritus Professor of 
Law); twice married (three sons); I 
died Pleasant HUL, California 24 * 
February 1999. 




Anthea Askey 


Pat Fogarty 


PERT AND pretty sweet and very pe- 
tite. Anthea Askey was the delight- 
ful daughter of one of the country's 
all-time favourite fenny men, Arthur 
Askey who might very well have 
called himself “sweet and petite" if 
only in jest. The only child of Arthur 
and his beloved wife. May; both of 
whom might be described as 
pocket-sized, Anthea inherited her 
father's spirit of comedy and her 
mother's good looks. Domesticity 
and producing grandchildren for 
her parents deprived her of a 
fulsome career in television and 
faithful viewers of a major star. 

Anthea Shirley Askey was bom in 
1933 in the same Golders Green 
nursing home where her fanny fa- 
ther was having his tonsils removed. 
“K was a sort of package deal" he 
was pleased to remember. A few 
weeks later Askey was to make his 
first BBC radio broadcast in Satur- 
day Right Music Hall. He felt his 
daughter's birth brought him luck for 
within a few years he would become 
the star of radio's first regular 
comedy series, Band Waggon, 
which would lead him into a string 
of major comedy films over the 
next decade. 

An thea s education at a nearby 
convent was interrupted by the Sec- 
ond World War. The Askey family 
evacuated themselves to Worthing, 
then in 1940 to Lytham in Lan- 
cashire while Arthur starred at the 
Blackpool Opera House, then to 
Portmeirion in Wales, moving to 
Lake Windermere in 1941, a cottage 
in Little Milton in 1942, after which 
Anthea was put into a boarding 
school at Bletchley. 

Finally in 1944 the Askeys bought 
a house in Sussex Moving in at 
Christmas they discovered their 
gardener was augmenting his 
income by selling their prize 
vegetables to the local greengrocer 

By this time Anthea's perma- 
nent nickname for her dad was 
“Wave". As an infant in arms she 
thought it was his name. Every 
time Askey left the house, wherev- 
er it might be, her mother took the 
child's arm and said, “Waver 

She made her first stage ap- 
pearance in 1945 at the age of 12. She 
was attending boarding school on 



Anthea Askey and her father Arthur, 1954 


Hutton Getty 


the Isle of Wight at the time. The 
local repertory theatre at Ventnor 
needed a young girl for a small part 
in the Emlyn Williams play Dear 
Evelyn. Anthea was eager to take 
the job. as it meant no homework 
plus late nights for a fortnight Dad 
was especially delighted when an on- 
stage door stuck. Anthea gave it a 
couple of pulls, then ad-libbed “1 
think HI go through the French 
windows, it's quicker!" Like fa thee 
like daughter. 

In 1946 Askey received his first in- 
vitation (of nine) to take part in the 
Royal Variety Performance. After 


the show he asked Anthea how she 
liked it “Do you know daddy' 7 she 
said, “they didn't give me a spoon 
with my ice-cream". 

In 1948 the 15-year-old Anthea 
passed her radio audition and was 
cast as the lisping violet Elizabeth 
Bott in the latest series of sit-coms 
based on Richmal Crompton's Just 
William. Naughty schoolboy Wflfiam 
Brown was played by David Spenser 
the former newsreader Bruce Bel- 
frage played Mr Brows, while his 
wife was played by none other than 
Enid Trevor, wife and straight- 
woman to comedian Claude Hufijert 


By 1949 Anthea Askey was a 
hardened “pro" and joined her father 
on stage in his play The Kid from 
Stratford. Then the Askeys upped 
and went to Australia, where they 
starred m The Loue ftocfcet They in- 
tended to stay for three months but 
were such a hit they ended up 
spending a full year When she finafiy 
returned home Anthea was cast in 
her first pantomime at Bolton 

In 1954 Arthur threw her a star- 
studded 21st birthday party at the 
Dorchester Hotel. The 150 guests in- 
duded his old Band Waggon partner 
Dickie Murdoch, Norman Wisdom, 
Bobby Howes and his film-star 
daughter Sally Ann, and the 
entire Crazy Gang not forgetting 
“Monsewer" Eddie Gray. Askey, 
knowing his daughter’s heart, invit- 
ed as a surprise guest ber secret love, 
the dnema heart-throb Herbert Lon. 

The same year Anthea made her 
cinema debut backing up father in 
his starring vehicle The Love Match. 
This John Baxter production based 
on Glenn Melvyn's successful play 
also featured Thora Hird as her 
mother; James Kenney, the hand- 
some son of the popular “miserable" 
comedian Horace Kenney and a 
guest star appearance by veteran co- 
median Robb Wilton in his radio role 
of Mr Muddlecombe JR 

The foU owing year &be played her 
father's daughter once again in 
Ramsbottom Rides Again, a comic 
western about the timid grandson of 
a tough guy sheriff In the cast were 
the pop star Frankie Vaughan, 
Sharni Wallis and Sabrina, her fa- 
ther’s busty discovery from his BBC 
television series. 

Anthea Askey made her last film 
in 1959. This was father’s final star- 
ring vehicle, Make Mine a Million. 
He played a television make-up 
man while she did a guest star 
walk-on with her television co-star; 
Dickie Henderson. Fbr by this time 
she had become one of the new stars 
of London’s latest television chan- 
nel the independent Commercial 
Company, Assoriated-Rediffasion. 

She begin as ever in a production 
starring her father: This was a se- 
rialised version of Love and Hisses, 
shown in five episodes at the end of 
1955 and not much more than a di- 


rect full-frontal filming of the Glenn 
Metvyn stage play currently per- 
forming in Blackpool The pro- 
grammes were made by Jack Hylton 
Productions, who would make 
Arthur Askey’s final nnama filmy? 
and most of his, and all of Anthea’s, 
television series. Hylton, once a 
dance band leader; now an impre- 
sario, was the contract comedy pro- 
ducer far JTV and, of course, agent 
for the Askeys. 

Next came Before Your Very 
Eyes (1956), taken over from the 
BBC and a gain starring father and 
daughter; followed by Living it Up 
(1967), a television version of Asters 
first ever radio series reuniting 
him with Dickie Murdoch 18 years 
later; this time they were living (on 
the programme) in a flat atop not 
Broadcasting House but Television 
House. Anthea played herself. 

In 1957 came the show that would 
make hera foZWbtown star at last Be- 
ginning as The Dickie Henderson 
Show and later retitled The Dickie 
Henderson Hatf-hoicr, the series 
ran fbr several years. Dickie, whose 
first contact with Askey was singing 
with his sisters, the Henderson 
Twins, in the stage version of Band 
Waggon, played husband to 
Anthea's wife. The scripts were An- 
glicised from an American sit-com 
starring Sid Cae sab and a number 
have been preserved by toe National 
Film Archive. In the later pro- 
grammes, Anthea's role was taken 
over by June Laverick. 

In 1956 Anthea had married Bill 
Stewart, ha father's stage manager 
in Love Match, and now fell preg- 
nant Unhappily their firstborn died 
when only three weds old. Later she 
was able to present her father with 
three grandchildren, Jane, Andrew 
and William, Tragically Anthea 
Askey died just a week before she 
was due to marry Will fyffe Jnq 
the pianist son of the Scottish 
comedian Will Eyffe. 

Denis Gifford 

Anthea Shirley Askey , actress: 
bom London 2 March 1933; mar- 
ried 1956 Bitt Stewart (two sons, 
one daughter, and one son 
deceased); died Worthing, West 
Sussex 28 February 1999. 


PAT FOGARTY was an illustrator 
whose drawings and watercolours 
appeared regularly in newspapers, 
magazines, books, and in national 
advertising campaigns - in every 
size and context, from billboards to 
brochures to ginger-beer labels. 

She was boro in 1940, in Cape 
Province, South Africa, ami brought 
up with ber elder brother Denis and 
Leigh, her twin, in remotest Namib- 
ia where her father farmed; her 
grandfather Nelson Wellesley Fog- 
artywas the first Anglican bishop of 
Damaraland. “Ptffy” never lost her 
childhood nickname, her speech 
sprinkled with glottal Afrikaans, or 
her cinematic knowledge and delight 
in film-star glamour absorbed from 
the local hold's Saturday film shows. 
After boarding school in Port Eliz- 
abeth, a three-day train ride away, 
she studied art at Port Elizabeth 



Fogarty refused to call herself 
an artist Martine Nebot 

Technical Collie from 1959 to 1962. 
Squaring up to the prospect of 
living under apartheid, she chose 
freedom and left for Europe. 

Next followed a peripatetic 
decade in France, En gland and the 
Greek island Skiathos; a hand-to- 
mouth living teaching and painting 
was gradually replaced by artwork 
commissions. In 1981 she settled in 
north London and consolidated her 
career as a self-employed illustrator 
(she also co-traaslated several 
books of cartoons by Claire Bretech- 
er>. Her clients included Pen guin 
The Dotty Telegraph and Reader's 


Digest, she also produced more 
than a hundred illustrations in a two- 
year project for Tesco. 

HerskiD at creating a likeness led 
to commissions such as Penguin’s 
cover portraits of John Mortimer&r 
Clinging to the Wreckage and In 
Character. Evocative restaurant in- 
teriors and still-lifes enhanced 
restaurant and food columns. 

Her work was versatile, honest, ^ 
based on research and photographs v 
(she was a talented photographer), 
with friends' cast as nurses, pen- 
sioners or romantic heroes. The 
style was dean precise and confi- 
dent She never missed a deadline 
Her last set of monochrome illus- 
trations, for The Costume Collector’s 
Companion 1890-1990 by Rosemary 
Hawthorne (1998. far Annum Press), 
showed ber precision of line at its 
finest, qualifying her for the title of 
artist that she denied herself. 

Fbr six years FUt Fbgarty was a 
volunteer at Lesbian & Gay Switch- 
board. Two years ago. as new tech- 
nology and computer-generated 
technology whittled away the liveli- 
hood of professional illustrators, 
she decided on a change of occupa- 
tion. Rejecting the idea of a career 
in gambling (she was a serious fol- 
lower of flat-racing form) she threw 
her energies into training in exis-fr 
tentfalist therapy and counselling, f 
with a student posting as an HIV 
Test Counsellor at the Royal SVee 
Hospital Her teachers regarded 
her as gifted- But her course was 
interrupted by illness. 

Small in size, fbgarty had charts- - 
matic presence and a combative 
streak. She made decisions quickly 
and stuck to them. A natural enter- 
tainer and mimic; she was percep- - 
five about others, with an 
exceptional gift for friendship. Bee 
dose relationship with Jayne Park- 
er the avant-garde film makes was 
creative and f ulfilling During her iS- 
iress she reifiscovered her closeness 

to her brother Leigh, who was with 
them both when she died at home. 

ANNE BOSTON 

Patricia Marion Fbgarty, i&ustra- 
tor bom Cradack, South Afefca 15 
November 1940; dial London 17 
February 1999. 
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Kmg Opoku Ware II of Ashanti 
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The Asantehene at court in Kmnasi, 1995 


Jean-Marc Bouju / AP 


SING opoku Ware U was the 15th 
King of the Ashanti, or Asantehene. The 
Asantehene has succeeded in wielding 
traditional power over the Ashand peo- 
ple of Ghana, who number some 50 per 
cent of the population, while at the same 
time managing to coexist with President 
Jerry Rating’s National Democratic 
Congress government. 

This was achieved despite the fact 
that the Ashanti region has supported 
the largest opposition party; the New Pa- 
triotic Party, and its candidate in the last 
presidential election, John Kufibur The 
role of traditional leaders is entrenched 
in Ghana’s constitution, in return for 
ceding political power to the elected 
government In order to carry out this 
delicate balancing act the apolitical 
king drew strongly on the tradition of 
the Asantehene. 

The Ashanti kingdom was founded 
during the 18th century by Opemsuo 
Osei Tutu who unified the Ashanti 
states through allegiance to the Gold- 
en Stool,' or Sika Agua Kofi, which 
mystically symbolised the soul of 
Ashanti nationhood Through bravery 
and skill the Ashanti dominion ex- 
panded from their central Ghanaian 
homeland bringing them into conflict 
with the strongest colonial power at the 
time -Britain. 

A series of wars culminated in 1873 
with the capture of the Ashanti capital 
of Kinnasi, which was looted. Some fine 
examples of regalia from that period are 
still on display at the British Museum 
and the Wallace Collection in London. 
A series of colonial administrators 
and further uprisings eventually led to 
areconrihathm between the parties, and 
the establishment of a British protec- 
torate, which became part of the Gold 
Coast colony. 

By this time the role of the Asante- 
hene had been resurrected by King 
Prempeh, who was succeeded by bis 
nephew, Prempeh n, in 1931 as the oc- 
cupant of the Golden StooL During his 
reign the Gold Coast colony was trans- 
formed into the independent nation of 
Ghana in 1957. The royal succession 
process of the Ashanti is a ma trilineal 
one, which meant that when his uncle 
Prempeh II died in 1970, Opoku \fere n 
fas he became) was one of several po- 
tential successors to the Golden StooL 
He was subsequently nominated by the 
Queenm other, or Nana Asantehemaa, 
and accepted by the Ashanti people. 

The Asantehene was bom Jacob 
Matthew Poku in Kumasi, central 
Ghana, in 1919 into the Ashanti royal 
family and was educated at Anglican 
school before attending Adisadel Col- 
lege, Cape Coast He worked as a build- 
ing inspector and later with the Public 
Works department between 1937 and 
1943 and then trained as a surveyor in 
Ghana, working an the Kumasi Tradi- 
tional Council Hall and the Kwame 
Nkrumah University. He married his 
wife Victoria, also from Ashanti royal- 
ty/in 1945. In the 1950s he studied law 
in the United Kingdom and was called 
to the Bar in 1962. He later became 
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Wedding 

ANNIVERSARIES 

WAYMARK: John and Beiyt or 
Welwyn Garden CStw are pleased 
In announce their Golden Wed- 
ding anniversary today. 

Deaths 

CORNWALL- JONES: Marie Eve- 
lyn Joan (nee Hammersley- 
Smith*. Aged M. Widow of 
Arthur and mother of Guv; .Mark, 
Paul and Dan. After a full life, 
died peacefully on Wednesday 3 
March. There will be a private 
cremation, to be followed by a 

Service of Thanksgiving ' ** ... 

Swnoombe Church. Rotherneld 
Greys. Oxfordshire, on a date to 
be announced 

LONG: Rosalind (of Woldingham, 
Surrey*, our wonderful, mothei; 
l daughter, sister; h 

aunt and friend, died on - March 
after a courageous struggle 
against cancer, aged p(- Her 
funeral will be had at the 
Church of the Sacred Heart, 
Essendcnc Road, Caterham-on 
the-Hfll, Surrey, at 2mn on 

Thursday ll March. Bease isend 
donations, if desired, m place of 
flowers, payable to one of her 
favourite cnanbes: Action Aid. 
Amnestv international or we 
Cardinal Hume Centie. care of 
Alex Jones Fbnaal Dmec^j 3 
East Grinsiead Road, ungtiew, 
Surrey RH7 6EP (telephone 
01342 ’832534). 


Announcements for 
Gazette BIRTHS, MAR- 

MAGES* DEATHS (Births, 
Adoptions, Marriages. 
Deaths, Memorial services. 

Wedding anniversaries, to 

memoriam) are charged at 
£6.50 a line <VAT extra). 


Birthdays 

Hie Hon David Astor, for- 
mer Editor of The Observer, * 
87; Lady Elizabeth Basset 
Extra Woman of the Bed- 
chamber to Queen Elizabeth 
the Queen Mother, 91; The 
Right Rev Thomas Butler, 
Bishop of Leicester, 59; 
Admiral Sir Simon Cassel&, 
71; The Earl of Crawford 
and BaJcarres, premier Earl 
of Scotland, 72; Mr Jim 
Dowd MP, a Lord Commis- 
sioner, 48; Miss Samantha 
Eggar, actress, 60; Mr 
Anthony Hedges, composer 
68; The Most Rev Bruno 
Heim, former Apostolic Pro- 
Nuncio. 88; Mr Robin Her- 
bert chairman, Leopold 
Joseph Holdings, 65; Mr 
Richard Hickox, conductor. 
51; Mr Alan Hunt High 
Commissioner to Singapore, 
58; Mrs Ann LongJey, for- 
mer Head Mistress, 

Roedean, 57; Lord Macfar- 
lane of Bearsden, chairman, 
Macfaiiane Group, 73; Miss 
Elspeth March, actress, 88; 
Sir Derek Mitchell, former 
senior civil servant 77« Miss 
Elaine Paige, actress and 
singer, 47; Sir Jack Rum- 
bold, former President, 
Industrial Tribunals, 79; Mr 
Ronald Sandler, chief exec- 
utive, Lloyd’s of London, 47; 
Mr Dean StotkwelL acton 
63 ; Air Marshal Sir Thomas 
Stonor, defence consultant 
63; Mr Barry TnckweU, con- 
ductor and horn player; 68; 
Mr Des Wilson, Director of 
Corporate and Public Affairs, 
BAA pic, 58. 


anniversaries 

Births: Gerhard us Mercator 
(Gerhard Kremer), cartogra- 
pher; 1512; Sir Austen Henry 


Layard, archaeologist 1817; 
Sir Charles Wyville Thom- 
son, zoologist, 1830; Howard 
Pyle, artist illustrator and 
writer, 1853; Sir Henry Hugh- 
es Wilson, Add marshal, 

1864; Benjamin Franklin 
(Frank) Norris, novelist 
1870; Rosa Luxemburg, 
Spartacist (socialist) agitator, 
1871; William Henry, first 
Baron Beveridge, of the Bev- 
eridge Report on social 
insurance, 1879; Herbert Far- 
jeon, critic and playwright 
1887; Sir Rex Carey Harri- 
son. actor, 1908. 

Deaths: Antonio Allegri da 
Correggio, painter, 1534; 
Thomas Augustine Arne, 
composer (“Rule, Brit- 
annia”) 1778; Flora Macdon- 
ald, Jacobite heroine, 1790; 
Franz Anton Mesmer, physi- 
cian and founder of “animal 
magnetism", 1815; David 
Scott, historical painten 
1849; Sir Henry Creswicke 
Rawhnson, soldier and Ori- 
entalist, 1895; Felice Carlo 
Emmanuele Cavalotti. anti- 
monarchist journalist killed 
in a duel 1898; Alfredo Casel- 
la, composer; 1947; Edward 
Lee Masters, novelist and 
poet 1950; Sergei Sergeye- 
vich Prokofiev; composer; 
1953; Joseph Stalin (Iosif Vis- 
sarionovich Dzhugashvili), 
Russian leader; 1953; William 
Cameron Menries, film 
director; 1957; Anna Akhma- 
tova (Anna Andreyevna 
Gorenko), poet 1966* 
Mohammad Mosaddeq, 
politician, 1967; E.Y. "Yip’' 
Harburg (Isidore Hochberg), 
composer; killed in a car 
crash, 1981; TSto Gobbi, bari- 
tone, 1984; William Powell, 
acton 1984. 

On this day: the foundation 
stone of New College, Oxford, 


was laid, 1397; soldiers 
fought civilians at Boston, 
Massachusetts, in the Boston 
Massacre, 1770; Covent Gar- 
den Theatre, London, was 
destroyed by fire, 1856; civil 
disobedience in India ended, 
1931; the Nazis made large 
gains in the German general 
election, 1933; the Battle of 
the Bismarck Sea ended, 
1943; Winston Churchill 
made a speech at FUlton, 
Missouri, referring to an 
“Iron CurtanT across 
Europe, 1946. 

Today is the Feast Day of 
Saints Adrian and Eubuhis, 

St Eusebius of Cremona, 

St Gerasimus, St John 
Joseph of the Cross, St Kier- 
an of Saighir, St Phocas of 
Antioch, St Piran and St 
Virgil of Aries. 


Lectures 

National Gallery: Bridget 
Crowfey, “Cats and Dogs <i>: 
Pintoricchio, Penelope and 
her Suitors”, lpm. 

British Museum; Joe Cribb, 
“Magic Coins From Java: the 
Raffles collection” 11.30 am. 


SYNAGOGUE 

SERVICES 

Details of synagogue ser- 
vices to be held tomorrow 
may be obtained by telephon- 
ing the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 5.33pm. 

United Synagogues: 0181-343 
8989. Federation of Synagogues: 
0181-202 2283. Union of Liberal 
and Progressive Synagogues: 
0171-580 1663. Reform Syna- 
gogues of Great Britain: 0181-349 
4731. Spanish and Portuguese 
Jews Congregation: 0171-289 
2573. New London Synagogue 
(Masorti): 0171-328 1026. 


DINNERS 

BOWS Victory 
Admiral Sir Michael Boyce, 
the First Sea Lord, was the 
principal host at a dinner 
held yesterday evening on 
board HMS Victory, 
Portsmouth. Captain Sir 
Donald Gosling Royal Naval 
Reserve was the guest of 
honour. Admiral Sir John 
Brigstocke, the Second Sea 
Lord, presided. 

Foundation for Science and 
Technology 
Lord Jenkin of Roding, 
Chairman, Foundation for 
Science and Technology, was 
in the chair at a lecture and 
dinner discussion held yes- 
terday evening at the Royal 
Society, London SWL Profes- 
sor Robert Burgess, Dr 
David Clark and Professor 
Ledwith spoke on: “Post- 
graduate Education for 
UK pic”. 

Holbora Law Society 
Mr David Morgan, President, 
accompanied by Mrs David 
Morgan, presided at the Hol- 
bein Law Society annual din- 
ner held yesterday evening 
at the Great Hall, Lincoln's 
Inn, London WC2. 


Royal 

Engagements 

Hie Duke of Edinburgh visits 
Northern General Hospital, the 
Devonshire Charter. Sheffield Uni- 
versity and Sheffield Hallam Uni- 
versity Sheffield, South Yorkshire, 

Changing of the Guard 

The Household Cavalry Mounted 
Regiment mounts the Queen's 
life Guard at Horse Guards, 
llam. 
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known by the Ashanti name Barima 
KwakuAduseL 

On his return to Ghana, Adusei 
worked as a lawyer in Accra, before 
setting up a private law practice in Ku- 
masi Increasingly successful and re- 
spected in Ashanti politics, he was 
appointed to the National liberation 
Councfl’s executive board in 1968, as the 
Commissioner of Communications. 

Adusei’s life was changed ines- 
timably in March 1970, when shortly 
after be was appointed the ambas- 
sador-deagnate to Italy; his unde Prem- 
peh n died. His distinguished legal 
career and record of public service, 
along with the support of his wife and 
family meant that he was officially en- 
stooled in July 1970 as Asantehene, and 
given the added sobriquet of Otumfuo, 
or '‘the highest”. Reports speak of his 
belief at the time that the role of Asan- 
tehene was even more important to him 
than representing his country, in that 
proper guidance for the Ashanti would 
lead to progress for all G hanaians. 

In his tenure as Asantehene Opoku j 
Ware concentrated on local affairs 
and in implementing traditional tribal 
justice, rather than taking on a nation- 
al political role in opposition to the gov- 
ernment This was evidenced by the 
support of the then President Ignatius 
Aeheampong, concerning disputes over 
the costs of the Asantehene’s traditional 
palace in the 1970s. The Ashanti people, 
however; have remained active in 
Ghanaian national politics at all levels, 
particularly in opposition, and are 
viewed by some in government with trep- 
idation, due to their disproportionate 
wealth and influence. 

During the mourning period, the 
process to succeed Opoku Ware n has 
already begun, with several candidates 
vying for the position. In the 19th cen- 
tury, the funeral of the Asantehene 
would have meant live burial for his en- 
tourage. While that custom has been 
abandoned, the ritual spiffing of blood 
on to the stool will still take place, 
and the funeral itself will exhibit the 
finest Ashanti traditions of doth and 
jewellery making. 

Opoku Ware was unique in that his 
wife, Victoria, ruled almost as an Ashan- 
ti First Lady until her death in 1995, 
following the celebrations for the Asan- 
tehene’s Silver Jubilee. Their three 
children will not be considered as can- 
didates, although his son. Prince 
Akyempe-Hene, may be consulted. It 
remains to be seen if Opoku Ware's 
successor will Mow his low-key ex- 
ample or attempt to formulate a more 
high-profile role for traditional leaders 
in Ghanaian politics. 

James Walker 

Jacob Matthew Poku (Barima Kwaku 
Adusei), barrister and traditional 
ruler, bom Kumasi, Ghana 30 Novem- 
ber 1919; called to the Bar, Lincoln’s Inn 
1962; enstooled 1970 as King Otomfuo 
Opoku Ware U. 1 5th Asantehene; mar- 
ried lone son, two daughters ); died 
Kumasi 26 February 1999. 
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Historical Notes 

ALISON WEIR 

A private, serious 
royal wedding 


DOWN THE centuries, the 
marriages of royalty have 
more often then not been sol- 
emnised away from the pub- 
lic view. Most rcyal casties and 
palaces had private chapels, 
and it was here that kings, 
queens, princes and prin- 
cesses made their vows. Such 
ceremonies were brief and 
witnessed only by the chief 
magnates of the realm. It was 
during the 14th century that 
royalty began to include the 
public in its nuptial celebra- 
tions, and the concept of the 
wedding procession was born. 

The first royal wedding to 
take place in public was the 
marriage of the Prince of 
Wales, to Catharine of 
Aragon, in 1501 at St PauTs 
Cathedral The bride went in 
procession through London, 
to the cheering of vast 
crowds, and was then es- 
corted to a platform built in 
front of the cathedral where 
she and Prince Arthur took 
their vows. As was the cus- 
tom before the Reformation, 
the bride swore to be “bonair 
and buxom in bed and at 
board", and the royal party 
and their guests proceeded 
into the church for the nup- 
tial mass. This was followed 
by a splendid feast, after 
which the young couple were 
publicly bedded together in 
front of many witnesses. 

Henry vm may have been 
married six times, but every 
one of those six ceremonies 
took place in private. His 
marriage to Anne Boleyn was 
secretly solemnised before 
dawn in a turret room of 


Whitehall Palace; not even 
the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury was certain of the date. 

In the 17th century, during 
the time of the Stuarts, royal 
weddings once again became 
private affairs. George HI 
and George IV met their 
brides onty a day or so before 
their weddings. George Ill’s 
marriage to Charlotte of 
Mecklenburg-Strelitz proved 
successful and produced 
15 children, but George IV 
took one look at the rather 
malodorous Caroline of 
Brunswick and called for a 
glass of brandy. His bride 
recorded that he spent his 
wedding night lying drunk in 
the fireplace. 

George V had been mar- 
ried privately in the Chapel 
Rqyal at St James’s Palace, 
but three of his six children 
were the first of the modem 
generation of royals to 
have public weddings. The 
Princess Royal the Duke of 
Ybrk and the Duke of Kent all 
went in procession to West- 
minster Abbey, and their nup- 
tials were the subject of 
intense public interest. It 
was the newly married 
Princess Royal who, in 1922, 
began the tradition of making 
an appearance an the balcony 
of Buckingham Palace. 

The development of the 
media in the 20th century has 
enabled the public to partic- 
ipate as never before in the 
celebrations of royal wed- 
dings. The first royal wedding 
to be televised was that of 
Princess Margaret in 1960. 
This was followed in rapid 


succession by the wedding of 
the Duke of Kent Royal wed- 
ding fever reached its height 
in 1981, with the marriage of 
Prince Charles to Lady 
Diana Spencer. Never had 
media and public interest in 
a royal wedding been so in- 
tense, and it has been esti- 
mated that a hundred million 
people world-wide watched 
the event on television. 

There was a similar re- 
sponse when Prince Andrew 
married Sarah Ferguson. 
During the following year, 
however, adverse publicity 
attached itself to both these 
marriages and, when they 
both broke up in the early 
1990s, public disillusionment 
set in. The happy endings 
promised by the fairy-tale 
weddings had been an illu- 
sion; when Prince Edward 
announced his engagement 
to Sophie Rhys-Jones, it 
was felt that the time for 
change had come. Wisely, 
the engaged couple have 
opted for a more muted cer- 
emony. They have returned to 
the tradition established by 
their forebears in an age 
when marriage was taken 
more seriously. 

It is encouraging that, in 
an era obsessed with the su- 
perficial Edward and Sophie 
have indicated their wish 
to accord substance prece- 
dence over style, and are 
perhaps setting a new trend 
for royal weddnigs. 

Aitson Weir is the author 
qf ‘Elizabeth the Queen' 
(Pimlico, £839) 


Damages reduced for 
contributory negligence 



Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 0171-293 2012 
(24-hour answering machine 0171-293 2011) or fax to 0171-293 2010. Please give a daytime telephone number. 


WHERE A lender, in an action 
for negligent overvaluation 
against a valuer, was found to 
be contribntorfly negligent, 
the redaction in his damages 
under section 1(1) of the Law 
Reform (Contributory Negli- 
gence) Act 1945 should be 
made to the amount of his loss 
before the application of the 
principle in South Australia 
Asset MamgemerUCorpv York 
Montague Ltd, United Bank of 
Kuwait pic vPmdential Prop- 
erty Services Ltd, Nykredit 
Mortgage Bank pic v Edward 
Erdman Groupplc D996] 3 All 
ER365 (SAAMCO). 

The House of Lords allowed 
the appeal of the plaintiff lender 
against the decision of the 
Court of Appeal, which had re- 
duced the award of damages 
made in its claim for profes- 
sional negligence against the 
defendant valuers. 

The plaintiff proposed to offer 
to a Mr Hussain a non-status 
loan of £1,050,000 by way of re- 
mortgage on his home, being 70 
per cent of £1.5m which he 
claimed to be the value of the 
property. The plaintiff obtained 
two independent valuations of 
the property from the defen- 
dants, each of whom valued the 
property at £L5m. 

Mr Hussain defaulted on the 
repayments and the plaintiff ob- 
tained possession of the prop- 
erty. It subsequently exercised 
its power of sale, obtaining only 
£435,000. The plaintiff com- 
menced proceedings against 
the defendants, alleging that 
they had negligently overvalued 
the property. 

The judge found that the 
overvaluation had amounted 
to £500,000. He arrived at a fig- 
ure of £$11,748.51 as the plain- 
tiffs basic loss. He then made 


THE latest issue of The 
Grocer brings an inadver- 
tent summary of contem- 
porary England, with the 
“fraditiOTwl c- store prod- 
uct portfolio of milk, bread, 
confectionery, crisps and 
snacks, soft drinks, ciga- 
rettes”. These sit as painful- 
ly on the lips as “product 
portfolio” and “tradflxonoT. 

Johnson defines tradi- 


Friday Law 
Report 

5 MARCH 1999 

Platform Home 
Loans Ltd v Oyston 
Shipways Ltd and 
others 

House of Lords (Lord 
Uoyd of Berunck, . 
Lord Cooke of 
Thomdon, Lord Hope 
of Craighead, 

Lord Hobhouse of 
Woodborough and 
Lord MiUett) 

1 8 February 1 999 

a finding of 20 per cent contrib- 
utory negligence for the plain- 
tiff's imprudence in making a 
non-status loan of 70 per cent 
of the value of the security, and 
awarded the plaintiff £489^9881. 

The defendants appealed, 
and the plaintiff cross-appealed 
The Court of Appeal allowed the 
appeal, holding that, applying 
the SAAMCO principles, the 
amount which the plaintiffs 

could recover was only £500,000, 
bong the difference between 
the amount of the valuation and 
the true value of the property. 
Having deducted 20 per centfbr 
contributory negligence from 
that figure, the p laintiffs would 
be awarded £400,000. The plain- 
tiffs appealed. 

Nicholas Patten QC and Andrew 
Walker (Hosting King ) for the 
plaintiffs; Simon Berry QC (W£B- 
iams Davies Meltzer) for the 
first defendants and (DibbLup- 
ton Alsop. Birmingham) fir the 
second defendants. 


WORDS 

CHRISTOPHER 

Hawtree 
traditional, adj. 

tion as “communication 
from age to age”. Whatever 
elevation c-store owners 
claim by numbering Mr Apu 
among their number; such 


Lord Hobhouse said that the 
subject of the SAAMCO case 
was the question whether a 
lender could recover his loss in 
full from a negligent valuer 
where that loss might be at- 
tributable not only to the orig- 
inal negligence of the valuer but 
also to a subsequent fall in 
market values. 

In applying the SAAMCO 
principle, the first step was to 
establish what was the lender's 
basic -loss. The second step 
was to see whether that basic 
loss exceeded the amount of the 
overvaluation and, if it did, the 
lender’s right of recovery was 
limited to the extent of the 
overvaluation. 

The court was required by 
section HI) of the 1945 Act to 
form a view as to what it 
thought just and equitable hav- 
ing regard to the plaintiff's 
share in the responsibility for 
the damage and to reduce the 
plaintiff's recoverable dam- 
ages accordingly. In the present 
case it would not be just and eq- 
uitable that the plaintiff's re- 
coverable damages should be 
reduced to £400,000 on account 
of contributory negligence 
which was already fully taken 
into account by reducing them 
to £489,000. 

Just as Lord Hoffmann 
had, in SAAMCO, formulated 
a general principle which 
was easy to apply in all save 
exceptional cases, so also 
would the right answer on 
the application of section 1 ( 1 ) 
be arrived at by applying the 
traditional percentage reduc- 
tion to the lender’s basic loss 
before making any further de- 
duction on account of the 
SAAMCO principle. 

Kate O 'Hanlon, 
Barrister 


trade hardly traverses the 
ages - especially as stores 
keep changing their names 
(what happened to Waxy 
Line?). In this case, “usual” 
is the right word. lYadt- 
tional has not Only acquired 
a chintzy hue but is used so 
randomly as to be mean- 
ingless: successful books 
prompt imitations "in the 
tradition of”. 
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The day the music died 


Look what they’ve done to our songs ... Was pop music always this trite, or have we just lost our innocence? By Barney Hoskyns « 


T o some people, the 
question “Has pop 

music been dumbed 

down?” will read like 
a tautological joke. 
Pop music, they will 
teD you, is inherently 
dumb, made by dummies for dum- 
mies. It lacks, if not the power of 
actual speech, the ability to com- 
municate anything meaningful. Take 
the good Gilbert Adair; a holdout 
from an age when intellectuals took 
it for granted that Godard was su- 
perior to Hollywood, and a critic who 
a mere five years ago could fogey- 
ishly declare that pop music was 
“not just trite and monotonous but 
actually stupefying”. For Adair; the 
“public ubiquity” of pop music was 
helping to make Britain “an in- 
creasingly 'stupid' country", and 
its omnipresence was all of a piece 
with the dumbing-down of Anglo- 
American popular culture. 

To other people, pop’s “dumb- 
ss” - its catchy disposability, its 
often moronic lyrics - is precisely 
what makes it great Theywfll argue 
that pop music has no business 
consorting with Art, that it's all 
about a kind of cretinous innocence. 
In The Accidental Evolution of 
Rock'riRoU. (1997), Chuck Eddy 
rwtes that his Bellow rock writers “in- 
creasingly look down their noses at 
anything that’s fast and catchy with 
intelligible words”, but Haims that 
what most entertains him is: “the 
stuff punk or grunge or hip-hop 
supposedly rebelled ‘against’." 

Still others wQl tell you that the 
great Pop vs Posh debate is a dead 
issue: that, living as we are in Andy 
Warhol’s postmodern, 15-minute, 
soup-can universe, the very dis- 
tinction between High and Low Art 
has been eroded forever: hi a cultural 
dimate where a book called How 
Proust Can Change Your Life can 
be published, they’ll aigue, who ary 
longer has the right to set up barri- 
ers between Highbrow and Low- 


brow? Even “classical” music (the 
Three Tenors, Vanessa-Mae) is 
dumbing itself down these days. 

I fear the latter may be closest to 

the truth. As we slouch towards Y2K, 
we all seem to be captive to a fever 
dream of feme, spellbound by a 
mushrooming celebrity culture in 
which all that really matters is ex- 
posure. Where once we would have 
been happy to ignore the latest 
blockbuster film or presidential 
scandal and retreat into our novels 
and art films, now we feel compelled 
to Bonn opinions about Titanic and 
the dumpy icon that is Monica 
Lewinsky. And if the whole world is 
dumbing itself down - “tabloid- 
ifying” itself; in the words otVcmity 
Fair- how is pop music of all things 
expected nut to follow suit? No won- 
der “pop" no longer means Pulp 
and Pearl Jam, but B 'witched and 
Britney Spears. 

Just how dumb “is” pop music? 
When Elvis Presley first exploded 
out of Memphis in 1954, what was so 
galvanising about him was the way 
he used his rural roots - in blues and 
country songs - to fashion a lusty 
teenage music that aggressively 
challenged Middle America’s enter- 
tainment mainstream. 

Ah, you'll say: funny you should 
mention Presley. Wasn’t his career 
the perfect illustration of pop dumb- 
ing itself down to a point of woeful 
farce? Well yes: from the nuclear 
epiphany of “That’s Alright, Mama” 
to tiie imbecile doltishness of “Do 
The Clam”, EMs all but drowned in 
the quicksand of Colonel Tom 
Parker’s schlock. (Nor was he blind 
to what was happening.) But what 
Elvis achieved in those electrifying 
1950s singles, and intermittently 
through the 60s and 70s, was about 
as un-dumb, as visceralfy eloquent 
as any thing created in the name of 
“popular culture” this century. 

Fbrty-five years on from its birth, 
the biggest change is that so little 
of today’s pop music issues from any 


j^uine sense of community or tra- 
dition. If s as though we've all be- 
come citizens of some virtual world, 
a hypermali of instant sensation in 
which pop music is prepackaged ac- 
cording to market research. Ibrget 
the days when Elvis could cover an 
Arthur Crudup blues song on one 
side of a Sun single and a Bill Mon- 
roe bluegrass song on the other - 
today’s bits sound as if they were 
written by computers. 

Afore dismaying still is how will- 


DUMB 


BRITANNIA 


4. POP MUSIC 


ing we’ve become to dismiss pop’s 
artistic aspirations. It’s as if we’ve 
all accepted that art simply equals 
success. Fbr isn’t it easier to pretend 
that Robbie Williams is a great 
“ironic" pop star than to follow the 
strange, wayward careers of people 
(Paddy McAloon, Mark Hollis, 
Aphex Twin, Baby Bird, PJ Harvey 
to random wmiwpity) who ac- 
tually have something to say? For all 
the hosannas heaped upon Radio- 
head's magnificent OK Computer 
(1997) - an album predsefy about the 
soullessness ofourtechno-numbed 
culture - there were just as many 
people who derided it as wanky 
“progressive" rock. In a world where 
we’re expected to take Chris Evans 
seriously is it any wonder that Ra- 
diohead are deemed to be po-faced? 


“It’s such a hard time in music, 
where more and more people have 
to get in and get what they can," says 
Bedk, one of the fewtrufyeompeffing 
pop artists of the decade. “In the 
eariy 1990s, there was this con- 
sciousness connecting everyone of 
my age - a conscio usness of mis- 
trust of the rotten fruit of the 1980s. 
We’d all been turned off at that 
point, and were searching for some- 
thing genuine. And then thee was 
a year where the industry tried to fig- 
ure out what this was all about. And 
they’re pretfy crafty: They just went 
out and hired a bunch of us.” 

If pop is “dumb" today it isn't be- 
cause the artists are aery thicker than 
they were 30 years ago. It’s because 
of something far more insidious: to 
wit, the music industry figuring out 
how, in the words of Janis Joplin’s 
biographer Myra Friedman, to 
“market the very nnm»rfepfahfKy T 
of bands who would once have raged 
against the machine. Just as fifor- 
case predicted it would, back in the 
1960s, society has taken what the 
counterculture threw at it, re- 
processed it, and sold it back to “the 
kids”: the Sex Pistols are Levfs 
models, Courtney Love wears Isaac 
Mjzrahi. Fbr a nominal Bee (your 
soul preferably) MTV will package 
a body-pierced ska-pop Spring 
Break lifestyle just for you. Mar- 
keting is control. 

“Rock’n’roll.. no longer seems to 
mean anything," Greil Marcus wrote 
despairingly in 1992. He added that 
“sweeping affirmations” of pop 
records “always bring forth a cho- 
rus of sceptics, happy to forsake the 
mysteries of art and culture for the 
facts of entertainment”. Seven 
years on, his words ring truer than 
evec Fbr the handfol of mav 
ericks out there making 
music for music's 
sake - artists 
who wouldn't 
know “syn- 
ergy" if it 


bopped them over the head with a 
platin um disc - there are thou- 
sands of tattooed poseurs who dotft 
care what it takes to get their 15 min- 
utes of famp No wonder the Cali- 
fornian pin-ups Sugar Ray called 
their new album 14:59. Now that’s 
what I call ironic... 

Ifs frightening to realise that 
the Beatles went 
from “I Want To 
Hold Ybur Hand" 
to Sgt Pepper’s 
Lonely Hearts 
Club Band in 
the space of four 
years. To reflect 
that Brian Wilson pro- 
gressed from “Surfin’ 

USA" to Pet Sounds in 
three. Did pop matter 
back then, or were we 
just dreaming? 

Where once to be a pop 
fan meant being part of the 
counterculture tribe - a 
shadowy mass of people who 

rftjtff untter gmimri mapwirwti 
and sought oid obscure records 

in dingy basements - now pop 
is everywhere and for 
everyone. 

What is slightly shocking 
to someone like me, who 
came of age as a 
pop music fan 
in the 1970s, 
is realising 
just how 
irrele- 
vant 


the pantheon of rock heroes has 
become: the Stones are a joke, Neil 
ywmg is an old fart, Page and Plant 
are dinosaurs. T he idea of a time 
when these people mattered seems 

gone for good Does it aD come down 
a kind of cultural entropy? to it eas- 

ier to give up, go with tbe flow: read 

Hello! and Loaded, listen to toe 
Carrs and Natalie ImbrugfiaT 


have become so relative, wxrte 
Stephen Holden in Sunday’s New 
Yot£ Times , “that the Beaties, 
Dylan, Gershwin and Smatra now 
rank side-by-side in public esteem 
wito the likes of Andrew Lk*yd Web- 
ber, Celine Dion and Neil Diamond. 
KVwfn fmtav’s musical climate, what- 



ever you declare to be art must be 
art, and forget the snobs who think 

*.m> ii_<i nfnnn'c ft l- 


HOW DUMB ARE WE? 



“Fop has always been a 
dumbing-down of rock 
music, and rock has 
always been anti- 
establishment But now 
that toe rock generation 
has grown up, toe anti- 
establishment has 
become toe 

establishment The music 
industry has become an 
off-shoot of the leisure 
and drugs industries." 


Simon Napier Bell 

former manager of The 
Yardbirds. T-Rex. Japan 
and WHAM! 


is chairing “Pop Goes 
Politics" at the Culture 
Viters conference 


“Music has become much 
more of a marketing 
venture, with a general 
desire to stick to the boy 
band-giri band formulae." 
Alan Miller 

MD of London's Vibe Bar 
multimedia centre, who 


The writers und speak at 
‘Culture Wars, Dumbing 
Down, Wising Up V at the 
Riverside Studios, 
London W8, 5-7 March 
Tomorrow: Hot air 
or cold Eads? David 
Lister concludes 
Dumb Britannia’ 
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Arts & Crafts 


CREATIVE BEADCRAFT LTD 


Also trading as 

ELLS & FARRIER 

Specialists in 

BEADS 
SEQUINS 
DIAMANTE AND 
LUREX BRAIDS 
IMITATION PEARLS 
JEWELLERY FINDINGS 
IMITATION STONESjjfl^ 
FEATHERS 




^ MAIL ORDER 
CATALOGUE 
AVAILABLE £3.50 


MAIL ORDER & ENQUIRIES 
(WHOLESALE AND RETAILERS) 
Denmark Works, Beamond End, 

Amersham, Bucks HP7 QRX 
Tel: (01494) 715606 Fax: (01494) 718510 
Personal callers: 

20 Beak Street, London WlR 3HA 


Chanties 


SOCIETY FOR THE ASSISTANCE OF 
LADIES IN REDUCED CIRCUMSTANCES 


Founded by the late Hfiss Edith Smallwood 
Charity Registration No. 205798 
+ The Society assists, by charitable grants, ladies of British 
Nationality living alone on low incomes and domiciled in the 
British Isles. 

★ We welcome enquiries from those who may need our help or from 
those wishing to support the Society. 

.•I Preliminary Application Form and further information may be 
obtained fivm:- 

The Secretary SAJ-R.C (I), 

Lancaster House, 25 Homyold Road, 

Malvern. Worcestershire WRX4 ]QQ 
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The buzz of rebellion 


THERE’S A joke I’ve been telling, that 
had almost gone out of date. It’s that 
New Labour’s rule that students most 
pay £1,000 a year in tuition Bees, 
comes from a government which said 
its three priorities were “education, 
education and education". Ifs as 
though the Tbries had got Michael 
Heseltme to say “This government 
has three priorities: mining, mining 
and mining ". 

For 18 months the Bees appeared to 
be meekly accepted, confirming that 
students are not the section of society 
most noted for their sense of urgency. 
TbeyTl tell you they’re in a real state 
right ’cos like basically, they’ve got to 
get a 4,000 word essay written and, 
like, basically, actually handed in by 
tomorrow morning. Ybu say “That’s 
outrageous. When did they give it you 
to do?”, and they answer “a year ago 
last April” 

But suddenly, students are 
demonstrating and occupying 
buildings in protest against the fees. 
One of the most enthusiastic of these 
occupations is at Goldsmith's College 
in south-east London, where my 
partner; a mature student last 
weekend joined in an occupation of a 
lecture theatre. 

The issue which finally provoked 
the protest was a letter to eight 
students who were having difficulty 
paying the Bees, informing them they 
were no longer allowed on the college 
premises. In toe classic manner of 
bureaucratic letters which impart 
devastating decisions, it consisted of 
three and a half curt lines, followed by 
a huge blank space. The blank spaces 
on official letters are to let you know 
how unimportant you are, and that as 
toe writer dictated it, they were 
thinking “I'll just be a moment 
wrecking someone’s life and then I 
can go to lunch” 

So 300 students took control of the 
psychology wing of toe college, 
barricaded themselves in, renamed 
one room the “Stephen Lawrence 
Lecture Theatre” and renamed the 
toilet the “Ben Pimlott room" after the 
head of the college. And distressingly, 
they’re Bar more organised than 
students are supposed to be. You 
might imagine that an occupation 
would consist of hundreds of dribbling, 
squinting forms, emer gin g from 


Mark Steel 



On 

LOCATION 


sleeping bags to meander across 
chickpea-stained plates and half- 
burned joss-sticks, to ask each other 
whether they’ve missed Tdetubbies. 
But instead they're kept tidy by the 
cleaning committee, secure by the 
security committee, and educated by 
the academic committee. 

But amidst toe organisation and 
enthusiasm, toe authorities have hit 
back. They shut off access to the 
occupied building, masting that no- 
one could enter unless they were a 
“blood relative” of a college resident 
So to visit I had to conduct an 
elaborate series of subterfuges, 
making me feel like an old Soviet 
dissident By toe time I arrived, I felt I 
should tell the committee I was to be 
known only as the oblong one, and 
that my message should be “toe owi 
and toe pussycat have gone to sea”. 

The college hierarchy also 
informed nearby readmits to beware 
of toe occupiers, because they 
believed (falsely) one of them was 
responsible fbr “toe burglary of a 
bathroom". Maybe detectives should 
have been sent round to say to 
everyone “Alright sonny, have you got 
a receipt for this toothpaste”? 

On Sunday evening a meeting of all 
the occupiers took place, filling the 
lecture hall with a frenetic sense of 
energy and anticipation, which 
physically jolted you as you entered 
the room, like an invisible fbrttefield 
on a dodgy planet in Star Trek. 

Comedian Hob Newman and 
delegations of local teachers and 
council workers spoke in support and 
were cheered, as was anyone else who 
said anything at afi. Everyone who 


spoke waved their arms, beamed with 
confidence, and got at least one big 
laugh. And immediately afterwards 
toe corridors crackled with students 
eagerly filling out rotas, huddling into 

c ommittees, chalking things OP 
boards, saying “right, cool” and Chen 
walking off in an earnest hurry, and 
arranging deliveries of chocolate 
spread. “It’s like a festival”, said 
Kerrie, who’d been all night on 
security, attended a meeting at 8am, 
and was so excited she spoke for over 
five minutes without a single 
punctuation mark. 

But the most striking part of this 
atmosphere is the sense of a release 
of bottled-up frustration. Possibly 
without realising it, toe students are 
symbols of a widespread mood. 
They're against toe tuition Bees, but 
they were against them last week and 
the week before. The difference is that 
until toe occupation, they felt betrayed 
by toe New Labour whose victory 
they’d celebrated, but had no idea that 
anything could be done about it 

But no-one could be as exuberant 
as these students solely from s taging 
a protest against fees. The occupation 

has provided an outlet Bor all toe other 
disappointments with New Labour 
One student I spoke to was livid about 
the bombing of Baghdad,' another was 
astonished at the latest restrictions on 


but the overwh elming feeling is that 

this is magnificent, because at last 
we’re doing something. “It’s about 
everything that winds you up", said 
Andy, “whether it’s toe fees, or the 
Government or because you’ve split 
up from your girlfriend”. Though rm 
not sure how you incorporate that last 
one into the lik of demands. 

But imag ine if it caught on, and 
offices, fire stations and supermarkets 
had sleeping bags scattered around 
toe floor; while toe workforce sat in a 
corner debating which was toe best 
album by The Smiths. 

And there's some thing brilliant 
about toe occupied b uilding being toe 
psychology department Because If 
aqyone shouts that the college has 
been unfairly disrupted, the occupiers 
can put on their calmest voice and say 
“Hmra. Have you ever considered that 
this anger is a sign of your own 
insecurity?” 
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Going before their time 

There may be more species alive now than at any time in the history of life on Earth, but they are dying off 
■ at an alarming rate. And there’s one species in particular that's to blame - Homo sapiens. By Steve Connor 

W e are on the cusp spedes, which is a tmy fraction of the many Ed Mathew, a campaigner with the apy other single period in the history of fife, cover has decreased by 13 per cent between 
of a unique period millions of species of animate and plants World Wide Rind (WWF) for Nature says And yet, the millions of species living 1960 and 1990, which is equivalent to 1 os- 
in the history of alive today. Sceptics also point out that the ignorance is the biggest problem. “To today constitute less than about 4 per cent ing an area half the size of Norway each 
life on Earth when forest cover of the eastern United States monitor the situation we need good infbr- of the total number of spedes that have yean Scientists such as Brian Groom- 
species are be- now amounts to just 1 or 2 per cent of its mation about the world’s spedes. This in- gristed during the past 600 million years bridge of the World Conservation Mom- 

coming extinct at original extent, yet only three forest birds formation does not exist Spedes are following foe “explosion” of the diversity taring Centre in Cambridge are attempting 

a rate something went extinct during that period. being destroyed fester than they are being of life during' the Cambrian period. to work out how this habitat loss is 

described, n he says. 

Scientists estimate that the present do- 
diversity on Earth is so rich that it means 
there are more spedes alive now than at 


W e are on the cusp 
of a unique period 
in the history of 
life on Earth when 
species are be- 
coming extinct at 
a rate something 
like 10,000 times greater than they would 
be under normal tircumstanoes. “This rep- 
resents the sixth great wave of extinction, 
folly compatible with the big five mass ex- 
tinctions of the geological past, but different 
in that it results from the activities of a 
single other spedes rather /than from 
external environmental changes, 17 
according to Sir Robert May the govern- 
ment’s chief sdentific advisee 

The destructive spedes Professor May 
had in mind when he addressed the 50th 
anniversaiy meeting of The 'World Con- 
servation Union last November in Fbntain- 
ebleu was, of course. Homo sapiens. Man’s 
activities, notably his ruthless destruction 
of natural habitats and ever-growing con- 
sumption of the Earth’s limited resources, 
will put thousands of spedes at risk of ex- 
tinction over the next century. The prob- 
lem sdentists face is trying to assess the 
likely scale of the problem. 

Pew sdentists who have studied the 
destruction of the planet’s biodiversity — 
a measure of the wealth of animals and 
plants alive today — are in any doubt that 
we are farin g another mass extinction. The 
difficulty however, is proving it There is 
no dispute over the scale of habitat de- 
struction over the past few centuries, but 
how do we know that this has resulted in 
the extinction of spedes? 

The recorded extinctions since 1600 of 
all types of animals, from molluscs to mam- 
mals, amount to no more than about 1,000 


spedes, which is a tiny fraction of the mapy 
millions of species of animate and plants 
alive today. Sceptics also point out that the 
forest cover of the eastern United States 
now amounts to just 1 or 2 per cent of its 
original extent, yet only three forest birds 
went extinct during that period 

Georgina Mace, an expert on spedes ex- 
tinction at the Institute of Zoology in Lon- 
don, says that such an interpretation 
underplays the true nature of the problem. 
“Many species go extinct unnoticed; some 
have never been described and some have 
been described but are so pooriy known 
that we would not nertire their passing,” she 
says. It is a well-known phenomenon in 
biology - the more a group of animals or 
plants is studied, the greater the threat of 
extinction is realised. 

Another reason why the problem can be 
easily underestimated is that the rules gov- 
erning what is extinct are quite strict The 
animal or plant in question must not have 
been observed for more than 50 years. 
Many species may be extinct already but 
not yet fulfilled the criteria of a recognised 
extinction. As Dr Mace points out, it is al- 
ways harder to prove something does not 
exist than to show it does exist 

A central difficulty in assessing the 
scale of current extinction rates is that biol- 
ogists have onfy formally described and 
named a fraction of the planets lifeforms. 
Professor May and John Lawton, director 
of the Centre for Population Biology at Im- 
perial College London, say that about 1.5 
million species of animals and plants have 
names, but the total number of species 
could range from five million to 15 million. 
Furry and feathery animals are well de- 
scribed, but the same cannot be said for 
insects, worms and other ‘Tower” lifeforms. 



Cumbrian 


. 4? # * f ^ ^ \ 

number of marine famines 

Marine fossils show there have 
been five mass extinctions over the 
past 600 million years. The mass 
extinction which is starting today 
will not be seen on fossil records 
for several more million years. 


any ofoer single period in the history of fife. 
And yet, the millions of species living 
today constitute less than about 4 per cent 
of the total number of spedes that have 
existed during the past 600 million years 
following the “explosion” of foe diversity 
of life during the Cambrian period. 
Extinction is an inevitable result of 
natural selection, which actually brings 
about new spedes in the continuing 
process of evolution. 

Sdentists have attempted to estimate 
the speed of the “background" extinction 
rate which must be taking place all the 
time, without the influence of human 
activity. They looked at what has happened 
in the past by studying extinction rates es- 
timated from the fossil record, extending 
back over many hundreds of millions of 
years. This suggests that a typical lifetime 
of a spedes - from when it originated as 
a distinct interbreeding entity to its final 
demise and removal- is a few mQfionyears. 
Some spedes, such as insects which last 
on average about five to 10 million years, 
have a longer lifetime than others, notably 
mammals which typically survive as a 
single spedes for about two million years. 

When May and Lawton looked at extinc- 
tion rates tnd^y. based on known extinctions 
of a species within a single group, say birds 
or mammals, they found that typical 
spedes lifetime was significantly shorter 
- about 10,000 years. “This may; sound a 
long time, but the estimate for birds and 
mammals is 100 to 1,000 times shorter than 
the lifetimes of spedes in foe fossil record.” 
says Dr Mace. 

Another method of estimating extinction 
look s at the destruction of natural habitats. 
The WWF says in its Living Planet Report 
published last year that foe world’s forest 


cover has decreased by 13 per cent between 
I960 and 1990, which is equivalent to los- 
ing an area half the size of Norway each 
yean Sdentists such as Brian Groom- 
bridge of the World Conservation Moni- 
toring Centre in Cambridge are attempting 
to work out how this habitat loss is 
impinging on biodiversity 

Arule of thumb - and it is rough because 
different habitats cany different densities 
of animals and plants -is that a 90 per cent 
decrease in the area of natural vegetation 
will result in the loss of between 30 and 55 
per cent of spedes. This means, for ex- 
ample. that if tropical forests are being lost 
at a rate of between 0.8 per cent and 2 per 
cent a yean the corresponding loss of 
spedes would amount to an annual loss of 
between 0.2 and 0.5 per cent of the total 
“If there are five million spedes. then 10,000 
to 25,000 spedes are committed to extinc- 
tion each year as a result of habitat loss,” 
says Dr Mace. 

These figures tie in quite well with those 
based on foe known loss of individual 
spedes within well studied groups. They 
also match the rapid loss seen during the 
five mass extinctions of evolutionary his- 
tory. Dr Mace reaffirms the view of col- 
leagues such as May, Lawton and 
Grooznbridge: “We do seem to be on the 
brink ofa largescale extinction spasm, but 
a major difference is that now almost all 
extinctions are due directly or indirectly to 
the impact of human activities. People now 
so dominate foe Earth that there are very 
few spedes completely unaffected by 
our existence.” 

John Lawton puts is more starkly: 
“Whatever view one tabes, the impending 
sixth mass extinction will be unique in foe 
history of the planet” 


It*s too easy to blame 


the scientist, says 


Lewis Wolpert 


IN THE current discussion- or should that 
be hysteria - over genetically modified 
foods, reference is repeatedly made to 
BSE. A common claim is that it is a dear 
case of sdentists being either dishonest, 
secretive, or at best incompetent Indeed, 
Stephen Byers, the Minister in charge of 
the Department of Trade and Industry, 
went so far as to say that it was important 
to restore public confidence in sdentists 
because of their behaviour over BSE. 

I thought it a bizarre claim without 
foundation, but to find out what lessons 
might in fact be learned from BSE in re- 
lation to “Frankenstein foods”, I talked to 
Professor Sir John Pattison, foe doctor and 
scientist who chaired foe key committee 
on the dangers of BSE to our health. 

What, I asked him, was the basis for the 
claim that sdentists had behaved badly and 
what evidence was there that they actu- 
ally had? He explained that when foe new 
variant CJD (Creutzfeld Jacob Disease) 
problem was first presented to the 
Government, there were only about 10 
people in the world who had thought 
carefully about it or even knew anything 
about it Were it not for sdentists, no one 
would have known there were any dangers 
at all He knew of no evidence of any 
sdentist spying it was safe for cattle to be 
fed food containing foe remains of cattle. 

He also emphasised an important 
feature BSE and GM foods may have in 
common - the long incubation period for 
any disease consequences to become 
apparent “By the time you realise you are 
in trouble, you are in deep trouble." 

Good science requires peer review 
which, in its broadest sense, is the free 
exchange of ideas, data and materials. This 
ought be more difficult for those doing 
research in a Government establishment 
The quality of any stience which has 

impor tant impHcationS on pnhKc healt h and 

thereby Government polity is of the 
greatest importance. 

The BSE problem comes, in part from 
the fact that one cannot have an intensive 
dairy industry without feeding the cattle 
protein concentrate and the use of an 
animal source for this protein is used 
throughout foe world and can be traced 
back for more than 100 years. Pattison 
surmised that the problem was that those 
sdentists who were knowledgeable about 
the health risks wree not the same as those 
scientists who were thinking about animal 
nutrition and that the connection was not 
made that would signal a possible problem 
with along established practice. 

On the Tb day programme, Stephen 
Dorrell the Health minister of foe time, 
when asked if he would let his daughter 
eat beef said it was not for him but for the 
scientists to decide. I was outraged as it 
seemed that it was exaetty that sort of issue 
that politicians were elected to make 
decisions about, making assessment of the 
risks having taken advice from those with 
special technical knowledge. 

“Safe”, interpreted as “zero risk”, 
Pattison regards as an unhelpful word, for 
nothing is without risk. In the end, the issue 
is one of trust - in foe public mind politi- 
cians rate low, below sdentists who are 
themselves below doctors, and at the fop 
are consumer associations. For the 
consumer making a satisfactory choice 
requires trust or knowledge. But that 
depends on everyone sticking to the rules 
on quality control and foil disclosure of 
what is in foe food; foe government must 
ensure -that these rules are rigorously 
followed. As with foe licensing of 
medicines, each new GM food must be 
considered individually. The main lesson 
to be learned is that openness is all 
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NOTICE UNDER SECTION 3 OFTHE 
REV ERTER OF SITES ACT 1987 
The former St. James Mission Room, Mortben 
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FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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TEE INSOLVENCY KU1SS 1986 
CASHMERE FASHIONS 


DiUQOBMnON 

NOT Cl fi HDSBY OVEN puovWn fUe 
4.106 re Ae wremey Uk 1% Hire 
Septet kmtti el Put Bate totfn & 
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Unusual Gifts 


A NEWSPAPER lor that special 
data. KM&riStt, mom rifles 
stris. Ideei birthday gttL Bemem- 
bar When, let 0181*783 6383. Or 
CALL FREE 0600 S20 000. 


AUSTIN. Eileen Rose Austin. 
Spinster. Lair of Caisbalion. 
Surrey. Died there on 9 
December 1998. 

(Esau about i&OOO) 

BAILEY Ella Bailey. Spinsier. 
Late of Hontscy, London Na Died 
» Upper HoOony. London N19. 
on 29 Augnsi 199S. 

(Estate about £6.0001 
BOICU Jobann Baku. Laic of 
Rotherham, South Yorkshire. 
Died there on 20 July 1W. 
(Estate about £300,0001 
BRYAN. David John Bryan. Laie 
of Birmingham. Died there on 9 
November IW8. 

I Estate about £35.000 1 
MATYJASIAX otherwise 
MATZJASIAK. Suaislaw 
Maiyjaiat otherwise Siamslaw 
Mdpjasiak. Laic of Kensinpon, 
London SW10. Died there on 13 
March 1995. 

\ Enatt dbouf £50.000} 

MILLARD formerly 

GRIFFITHS nee HTULDITCH. 
Margarita Christina Millard 
fanneitc CrilGthb nee HilldhdL 
Married woman. Late of 
Uandiidnq Gwynedd. Died 
there on 1! May 1997. 
(Estate about UdOOOi 
PENFOLD nee LEE. Doris 
Eileen Pcnfokl nee Let. Wtdow. 
Lale of Crawley, Wes Sussex. 
Died their on 21 October 199S. 
(Estate about £70,000) 

Die Kin of the above named air 
rcquesicd to apply to the 
Treasury SoBdtor (B.VL Queen , 
Anne’s Chambers, 2S Broadway. 
London SW1H 9IS. faffing wfcidi 
the Treasury Soiidtor may lake 
cteps to admumter the estate. 


The Insotvency Ad 1988 
FASTFSAME LIMITED 
(In liquidation) 

NOTICE IS FSRffiY OVEN that 
Maurice Raymnd Dontapwi HFA 
re Popptiton A Appleby. 4 
□aisrtorae Square, Ltnton, £C1M 
6H4 wasappoireed LqoUv of the 
Said Company by the members and 
actors on 25th Fetorey 1999. 
MJL DOWaNCTOM Uqubfanr 


For Sales 


DO YOUB.BXTI 


We Make Sofas and Sofa Beds 

See your Sofas and Chairs being made 
By Craftsmen and Women 

Choose your Sofa or Chair and Fabric. Leave the rest to us. 
Made to Measure 


The Best for Less 




Vast choice of fabrics. Ail leading Brand names. Sandersons, MonkweU. 
Osborne and Little. Liberty and many others. Open 7 days 

Letting, Contract and 
Interior Designers 
Welcome 
Re-Upholstery 
Curtains and 
Divan Sets? 


flfl 
■=r ! 'f I !| 

V = l - -UtWwiKuii'i' U'iirui' " i=55- /ii,| 

| fillip m 



sleigh beds 

la Mock from 

v S399 


Certainly! 


\\c will be«il any other price of a comparable quality J| 


Call the FACTORY SHOP at Pbetstyle Ltd. 
Unit 1 Bayford Street, Mare St, 
Hackney, London E8 3SE (Nr Well $L) 
Tel: 0181 533 0915 2 lines Fax: 0181 985 2953 


Charities 



CHILDREN ON DIALYSIS 

need our love and practical support, not 
just today but every day. Sadly, money 
cannot buy healthy kidneys but it can 
make life worth having. 

Donations urgently needed by 

The British Kidney Patient Association 

Bordon, Hants. GU359JZ (■) 
Reg. Charity No. 270288 


To advertise in 


this section 
please call the 
Classified 
Team 
on 

5171 293 2347 . 


Wr sioci one of riie largcsr seJedloo at hand marie 
bpds and !unriiun?Jn soW Chenywood, Oak, Walnut and Woe 
in both tradltJooal rexl coniempoxary design. WespcdaUse In 
the tarrwiB French "Ur Baieau.* Custom made bids alio 
available to suit your requirements and price range. 

A rfta lo oar (Wvroom is a mn*t or 'pboor for a brochure. 


amazing e mporium 


nrhtfmMtomf fiwfcwr t SeimmS^ealen 
We wdenaa bads and szperL Ddtesy weridwliie 
5 Bdnfflcs bum Brent Cron, 19 renuts Irotsi Crete ImAmi 
Opes 7 days. Hreepirtfaf 

US Crktomod Braidwqt on iha Cdpnrs Read (A5), Lretdoo NWS £HX 

Tel: 0181 208 1616/0704 
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the FRIDAY REVIEW 
The [^dependent 5_Ma£fM999 



And P is for Polymath 



A te for Auden WH Auden not only 
admired the he called “Mr G”, 
he felt a deep affection for him. It 
saddened Auden to think that the 
British, though we are happy enough 
to agree that Goethe should join 
Dante and Shakespeare in the triad of Mqjor 
League European writers (“Daunty, Gouty and 
Shopkeeper”, Joyce called the old firm in 
Finnegans Wake), seldom bother to read him. 
Auden tried hard to pique our interest, and the three 
sprightly essays he wrote on Goethe provide an 
ideal short introduction: they can be found in his 
collection Forewords and Afterwords. 


B is for Biology Goethe was as much a scien- 
tist as an artist and carried out research in 
botany geology, physics, psychology and meteo- 
rology. one historian has even credited him with 
having provided the groundwork for modern weath- 
er forecasting. IBs most substantial discovery, 
however was in the field of biology. Id March 1784, 
Goethe refuted conventional wisdom by showing that 
the inter-maxillary bone - a part of the jaw - existed 
in man as well as the other mammals. Despite this 
anatomical coup, Goethe the scientist is best re- 
membered fra* his rather more eccentric work in op- 
tics, which is why... 


G ts for Colour Partly an attack on Newton (or 
what he thought Newton was saying), Goethe’s 
Theory of Colours is a fascinating; if fanciful, work 
which cost him many years of effort “I do not re- 
pent it at aft” he told a friend a few years before 
his death, “though I have expended half a life upon 
it Perhaps I might have written half-a-dozen 
tragedies more; that is all, and people enough will 
come after me to do that" 


D is for ‘Dichtung und Wahrfieit’ Or Poetry 
and Truth, Goethe's detailed autobiographical 
account of his youth. Why so detailed? “The most 
important part of an individual's life is that of de- 
velopment. . Afterwards begins the conflict with the 
world, and that is interesting onty in its results.” 
That, at least is what he told the man who has been 
described as “Goethe’s photocopier”... 


E te for Eckermann As Boswell to Johnson, so 
Eckermann to Goethe, Nietzsche called Eck- 
ermann’ s Conversations with Goethe (1836) “the 
best German book there is”. 


F Is for ‘toist* He began Pori One in his early 
twenties: he put the finishing touches to Port Two 
some 60 years later; on 22 July 1831, may have fid- 
dled with it a bit shortly before his death in 1832. 
In short, this vast play was his life’s work. David 
Luke's prize-winning translation for Oxford World’s 
Classics is the one to buy. If you've already enjoyed 
Luke, try the looser versions by Louis MacNeice, 
Howard Brenton and Randall JarrelL 
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Goethe takes to the ice: one historian even credited him with discovering weather forecasting 


Hutton Getty 


mortalised these experiences, the Italian Journey 
Utakenische Reise >, was co- translated by Auden, 
who hoped that it was the text most likely to wean 
English readers from their assumption that 
Goethe is a tiresome old bore. 


quoted it extensively in his film about a later gen- 
eration of French revolutionaries, La Chirunse, and 
Wim Wenders took it as the basisfor his road movie 
Wrong Movement. 


p Is for Poetry “Goethe is. above all else, a poet” 


TJ Reed. And, like ail poets, stubbornly hard 

tn t ranslate one wliant attwiip t, hy T .nngfel- 

low,ofone of his most famous poems: • . 


p is for Gennan It is not true to say that Goethe 
Vjinvented the German language, but it’s not al- 
together preposterous, either In the careful words 
of the scholar TJ Reed: “He was the first to explore 
fully (which means that he virtually created) the ex- 
pressive registers of modern German.” 


TTte for ‘Hermann und Dorothea 1 Not much 
XXread now, except by specialists, and noted in 
reference books mainly as an instance of that rare 
literary form, the verse novel, but in its own day 
(1798) a considerable success with the reading pub- 
lic. “Almost the only one of my larger poems that 
still satisfies me," was Goethe’s verdict in old age. 


J ls for Jaxthausen Hie main setting of Goetz 
von Berlichingen, Goethe's earliest play, writ- 
ten in 1773 when be was 24. Heavily influenced by 
Shakespeare, Goetz is a sprawling, episodic and 
often violent work set in the early years of the 16th 
century. John Arden wrote a free but powerful adap- 
tation of the play in 19©. calling it Ironhand. A mgjor 
revival is long overdue. 


Tls for Italy On 2 September 1786, aged 37 and 
lsuffering from the onset of what we now call a 
mid-life crisis, Goethe adopted the pseudonym of 
“Herr Moeller" and made a bolt for Italy. The two 
years he spent in and around Rome changed him 
utterly: he gorged his eyes on the art and archi- 
tecture. he learned to draw and, it appears, he en- 
joyed his first adult love. Auden, contrasting 
portraits painted before and after the stay in Rome, 
asserted that the latter showed “a man who has 
known sexual satisfaction". The book which im- 


TV’Ts for Knowledge Who was the last great poly - 
J\xnath? Leonardo? Pico della Mirandola? WfeU, 
if Goethe did not acquired competence in every 
human endeavour, it wasn’t for want of trying. (Only 
astronomy failed to catch his interest) And if any- 
one since the Renaissance has actually known “all 
there is to be knowed”, that man was not Mr Toad, 
but Mr G. 


■jy yps for Music Beethoven (Egmont overture), 
JLVLSchubert (“Wer nie sein BroD, Schumann 
(Scenes from Faust), liszt (A Fhust Symphony ), 
Gounod (Ffcusf) Wolf (“Rennst du das Land”), 
Mahler (Symphony No 8)... outside Germany, 
Goethe is often better known for inspiring composers 
than as an artist in his own right A music lover him- 
self (be may have beaten Spelling to the famous 
perception that architecture Is “frozen music”), he 
might not have been too disgruntled at the fact 


Uber alien Gipfeki 
MM 

In alien Wipfeln 
Sparest du 
KaumeinenHauch 
DieVOgelemschweigen 
ImWblde. 

Wdrtenur, balde 
Ruhestduauch. 


N ls for Nature “I have nearer observed Nature 
with a view to poetic production,” he told Eck- 
ermann. Early Goethe has been compared to 
Wordsworth, albeit, one should probably add, a 
Wordsworth with degrees in geology, botany, 
meteorology, anatomy, physics. 


T te for Lehrjahre That is. TCZkdmMeisfere Lehr- 
J—ijahre (Wilhelm Meister's Apprenticeship), 
Goethe's long novel about a young man's coming 
of age. Schlegel thought its publication an event as 
momentous as the French Revolution. Though this 
now seems a trifle excessive, the book has lasted 
surprisingly well- and fragments from it still crop 
up m the most unexpected places. Jean-Luc Godard 


O ls for Orientalism At the age of 65, Goethe 
re-invented himself for the nth time by writing 
a group of poems, the West-oestUcher Divan, in im- 
itation of the Persian lyricist Mahommed Shams- 
ud-din, otherwise known as Hafiz. Maqy of these are 
erotic; a few - the Shenke (Cupbearer) group - non- 
chalantly bomoerotic. Calm yourself, gay scholars: 
there’s not much else in his oeuvre to win Goethe 
a place in any homosexual pantheon. 


O’er aU the hiU-tops 
Is quiet now 
In aU the tree-tops 
Nearest thou 
Hardly a breath; 

The birds are asleep 
in the trees. 

Wait, soon like these 
Thou, too, shalt rest 


Q ts for Quality Goethe’s scientific writings place 
so much stress on the importance of qualita- 


Z is for Zelter On 3 December 1822, at the age 
of 73, Goethe told his good friend KariFreidrich 
Zelter that he felt quite capable of writing a second 
Werther, which would make people's hair stand on 
end. Fbr all his hard-won serenity -to put it more 
crudely, his reputation as a tedious old wise man - 
Goethe plainly felt that his work was far from fin- 
ished. In a sense, it remains unfinished. As 
Nietzsche wrote in Human, AR Tbo Human : “one 
can claim that Goethe’s effect has not yet beenfoDy 
realised, and that his time is yet to come”. 


five rather than quantitative knowledge that peo- 
ple thought that he was an enemy of mathematics 
in all its forms. Not so, he replied; mathematics are 
“the most sublime and useful science”, but only in 
their proper place. “It would be foolish for a man 


Goethe Weekerid tomorrow and Sunday at the South 
Bank Centre, London, SEivrith concerts and read- 
ings. I fet 0271 960 4242 orvrwwjitoc.org.uk. Further 
TitfoTTnalian on other events throutficrut this year 
can be found on vMDw.goethe.dejgrflon/enpg99Jitm 


A ghost of a fine drama 


IN JOHN Crowley’s spartan West End 
production of Macbeth, there is a baf- 
fling and characteristically perverse 
staging of the celebrated scene in 
which a supper party, thrown by the 
newly crowned Macbeth, is disrupted 
when the butchered Banquo's ghost 
makes two appearances to the bloody 
tyrant In the version originated here, 
we see Banquo being brutalfy battered 
to death and then, in an eerie dissolve, 
the banquet table descends and cov- 
ers his corpse. 

So fag so clever (he's the couple's 
hidden secret). The trouble is that in 
the subsequent scene, his spectre 
never actually emerges. So when 
Rufus Sewell’s terrified Macbeth re- 
monstrates with what looks like an 
empty stool flings wine over it, and fu- 


riously stabs it, he seems to be going 
bonkers. 

The perspective of the theatre 
audience is scarcely different from 
that of the embarrassed guests, 
whereas the drama of this brilliant 
episode depends purely upon the 
disparity between their view of the un- 
folding situation and ours. We know, 
chillingly that it is not, or not only, in 
Macbeth’s imagination. 

If the ghost fails to materialise in 
the above scene, then so does any real 
sense of the horror and harrowing sad- 
ness of this tragedy in the production 
as a whole. 

Rufos Sewell is a fine, sexy actor 
and elsewhere has moistened many 
a gusset with his Byromc smoulder- 
ings. But stockier and more bullet- 


THEATRE 


MACBETH 

QUEEN’S THEATRE 
LONDON 


headed than of yore, he looks to be 
barfy out of his depth in tins kffler-roJe, 
which has defeated an illustrious list 
of leading thespians from Peter 
O’Toole to Derek Jacobi. 

Deploying a tight husky voice, he 
wrenches the rhythms of the verse 
this way and that and is either too in- 
dulgently slow and mannered or gab- 
h lrngjy fast Lis tening to his speeches 
is like trying to study the beauties of 
an Old Master drawing while it’s 
being dangled in a tearing, capricious 
wind. Shakespeare’s characterisa- 


tion of Macbeth is a masterly study in 
moral disintegration, but its supreme 
genius lies in the way the hero con- 
tinues to excite an appalled human 
sympathy. “1 ‘gin to be aweary of the 
sun” is one of the greatest lines in the 
canon, its drained music that of a man 
who has been hollowed out by expe- 
rience. Not here, though, with a Mac- 
beth who kicks the walls like a 
petulant schoolboy. 

Matters would be helped if one 
could begin to believe in the hero’s 
marriage to Sally Dexter’s 
pneumatic, raven-tressed and signif- 
icantly older Lady Macbeth. Dexter, 
too, can be a formidable actress. But 
here the crudeness of the {Erection de- 
feats her The unravelling of the cou- 
ple’s relationship, wifh the murder of 


Duncan as the watershed, is signalled 
with all the subtlety of a “Before and 
After” advert First seen with her 
swelling bosoms barely confinable 
within a precipitously plunging neck- 
line, Dexter appears, post-killing apfl 
Coronation, buttoned up to the nostrils. 
It's that telegraphic. 

In a recent interview, Sewell 
quipped that “most Shakespeare pro- 
ductions do foil... at least with Mac- 
beth, they have an excuse". A canny 
insuraxxx policy: foe wito its 
creepyOirish witches and its glassed- 
in and unthreatening apparitions, like 
exhibits from the V&A costume de- 
partment, this production needs all the 
excuses it can find. 

Paul Taylor 

Box office: 0171-4945040 




not to bdieremhis mistress’s love because sbe can- 
not prove it mathematically” 


sssssasassaSS 

biissftSysexx foil of lifted skirts, discarded (greets 
and creating beds; Auden seems to have known 
what he was talking about 


S is for *Sturm und Drang’ literal^ -“Stomand 
Stress," the nickname of a group of wild young 
writers of the 1770s, of whom Goethe was the star. 


^ for ‘Torquato Tasso’ A verse drama Cpub- 
j. fished 1790) based on the Renaissance poet 
Torquato Tasso (1554-1595), about which it is 
conventional to remark that it says more about. 
Goethe than Tasso, and considerably less conven- 
tional to remark that it is the first drama of "the Ro-. 
mantic d flpmma between the demands of the 
aesthetic and of the practical fife" (David Luke). . 


J i s for ‘UrphSnomen* or “primal phenomenon* 
- in Goethe’s philosophy- a kind of archetype 
or essential form which the intelligent eye may de- 
tect in its particular manifestations, such as the “pri- 
mal plant” (Urpflanze), a basic structure uniting 
all existing plants. The literary historians say that 
this idea burst upon him in Palermo. The keepers 
of the botanical gardens in Padua, where you can 
see the “Goethe Tree" to this day, say otherwise. 


x 7is for Victorians “Minds fike Goethe’s are the 
V common properly of all nations,” Carlyle insisted 
in the preface to his 1824 translation of VRBieim Meis- 
ter's Apprenticeship Victorian intellectuals agreed: 
for the Wws of George Eliot G Lewes and Matthew 
Arnold, Goethe was one of the formative spirits of 
the modern world. Arnold wrote that “no persons 
fare] so thoroughly modern, as those who have felt 
Goethe’s influence most deeply”. 


W Es for Weimar This small German principality 
was Goethe's base for almost all his produc- 
tive life, from 1775 when he accepted invitation 

to become its Prime Minister; a provincial backwater 

which, thanks to him became a cultural whirlpool. 


-^ris for ‘Xenlan’ Hie name of a collection of sar- 
^Tvcastic squibs written fay Goethe and Sc h i l le r . 
Goethe was proud of them: “The good effects which 
the Xenian had upon the German literature of their 
time are beyond calculation.” 


■\7fs for ‘fotuig Werther’ or Die Leiden desjun- 
JL gen Werlhers (1774), file short novel about a sen- 
sitive lad who affects a blue frock-coat and kills 

himsetfafteran unhappy love affair This precocious 
bestseller made Goethe at 25 famous throughout 
Europe - “an early exemplar of the rock star”, as 
an American critic recently wrote -and it remained 
the one book everyone who visited him in Weimar 
was bound to know. (Napoleon told Goethe that he 
had read it seven times.) Some historians say that 
tiie stories about its prompting a wave of copycat 
suicides are apocryphal, but it does seem to have 
boosted sales of blue frock-coats. Its enduring pop- 
ularity made Young Werther something of a stone 
around the neck of its ageing author; and yet.: 


Sally Dexter and Unfits Sewell 


Geraint Loots 


UNIQUE, UNMISSABLE COMEDY MASTERPIECE" 

Wlut’s On 
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"Tiff SUSIE MOST BEAUTIFUL THING I HAVE EVER SEEN IN THEATRE IN MY LIFE 1 

Sinai CaBom S#wtaj Express 

PICCADILLY THEATRE Until 10 April 5 Weeks Only! 

Denman Street London WI 0171 369 1734 • 0171 344 4444 
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its finest - 
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Jagger sings the blues 


jjie Stones hav e always been a blues band at heart, 
so jt was natur al for Mick Jagger to record with a blues 
legend. He talks about working with the late 
Jimmy Rogers - and the current tour. By Pierre Perrone 




<9 



I wasn’t that aware of Jimmy 
Rogers until I went to see 
him in a club many years 
ago," admits Mick Jagger. 
Tm asking him about bis 
contribution to Blues Blues 
Blues, the album Rogers, 
born in Ruleville, Mississippi in 1934, 
nearly completed before bis death in 
December 1997. “I never saw him 
play with Mudcty Waters or any- 
thing," says Jagger “but I connect- 
ed [that] he was one of the guys who 
backed Howlin' Little Whiter and 

Sonny Boy Williamson. Jimmy was on 
a lot of Chess sessions and he made 
one album I had with that tune “Slop- 
py Drunk" on it I used to do that one." 

1 suggest the legendary Rogers 
might have featured on the Muddy 
Waters album sleeve which attract- 
ed Mick’s attention back in 1960, soon 
after he met Keith Richards on 
a Dartford- bound train. After all, 
the pair named their band after a 
Waters song^. 

Jagger laughs politely. “Anyway, I 
did a show four or five years ago in 
London for the launch of National 
Music Day. Jimmy Rogers was on the 
bill and. after that I saw him around 
in Chicago. I certainly don't recall 
meeting him when we recorded at 
Chess studios in the Sixties.” 

Jagger daims Rogers was the 
first musician to play electric blues, 
influencing everyone from Freddie 
King to the British blues boom of the . 
60s. He was also a prolific songwriter 
who penned “Sweet Home Chicago", 
“That’s AH Right" and “Ludetta". 
When news came that John and 
Elaine Koenig and Atlantic Records’ 
supremo Ahmet Ertegun were in Los 
Angeles putting together recordings 
to celebrate Jimmy Rogers’ unique 
contribution to the blues. Jagger 
and Richards jumped at the chance 
to get involved. The GHmmer Twins 
joined an illustrious guest-list which 
eventually included Jeff Healey, Taj 
Mahal, Jimmy Page, Robert Plant, 
Stephen Stills and Eric Clapton (a 
Rogers devotee who recorded 
several Rogers compositions on his 
From The Cradle album). But forget 
Carlos Santana hqacking John Lee 
Hooker's “The Healer”, forget U2 and 
BB King's duet on “When Love 
Comes to Thwn", forget Ron Wood 
j amming with Bo Diddley; Blues 
Blues Blues is the real deal. 

“I just did whatever they wanted 
me to do realty: I was there to sing," 
says Jagger about his involvement. 
“Jimmy was pretty game but he was 
realty fll. We were doing the vocals in 
the booth and I didn’t know he was 
pretty side. No one said anything, ifou 
make allowances for people his age 
and he was pretty good considering 

how iU he was. It was tun trading the 

verses around. It was all done live. 
They maybe touched up a couple of 
his things afterwards but they didn't 
touch mine ’cause I went back and 
never returned. 

“They were all done in one after- 
noon. The trickiest was the Sonny Roy 
W illiams on one, “Don’t Start Me to 


Talkin’". The timing is really odd, itis 
the only one I had to do a gain The 
other ones [“Trouble No More”, a 
Muddy Waters composition and 
Rogers’ own “Goin’ Away Baby"] I 
knew really welL But, in the end, I 
think that “Don’t Start Me to IhlMn”' 
is the most interesting track. It just 
sounds realty good and that band is 
so quiet I’m not exaggerating. I 
walked into that studio and I didn’t 
know whether they were playing or 
not. I could hardly hear them. I 
thought, Keith likes to play realty loud, 
how is he gonna manage? But it’s a 
good remin der of how these guys 
used to record. They were very much 
in that school, they probably record- 
ed those things that we know very 
well at that volume. That drummer 
is incredibly quiet, whatever his 
name is." Qtfs Ted Harvey, actually) 
I ask about the rest of the team. 



Jagger claims that 
Rogers was the first 
musician to play 
electric blues 


The great Johnnie Johnson^a veteran 
of dozens of Chuck Berry and Albert 
King sessions, is on piano, while 
The Etibulous Th underbirds' Kim 
Wilson hogged the harmonica. Jag- 
ger says he didn’t mind that “Wilson 
is a LA session player He's not bad. 
If you’re playing harmonica, you 
have to play all the time. You cant ex- 
pect to just pick it up and be as good 
as someone who plays every night. 
I'm OK now because we’re doing 
“Midnight Rambler” in our set on 
tour but then, I was playing mostly 
guitar and keyboards.” 

In 1997, when the Blues Blues 
Blues sessions took {dace, the Stones 
were halfway through their own 
Bridges to Babylon album. “The two 
experiences were completely dif- 
ferent," he remembers fondly, “like 
walking out of some electronic thing 
and into Chicago in the other room.” 
Some electronic thing is right The 
last Stones studio effort was notable 
for unexpected collaborations with 
Danny Saber, while the singles 
boasted unusual remixes by' The 
Dust Brothers and hip DJ team 
Deep Dish. 

Somehow, this backs up my the- 
ory that the Stones are at their best 
when they are closest to their blues 


roots or the furthest away from 
them in mad “Continental Drift” 
mode (to pick another recent ex- 
ample from the SteelWheels album). 
Jagger concurs. “Yeah, I like that To 
go rathe most extreme direction pos- 
sible is to me the most fun. I like to 
hear the Stones playing realty live 
blues all the way to someone doing 
a crazy remix. I find that the most 
amusing. We’re a band that can do 
ah those things. Of course, we don’t 
do them ah equally well, but the fact 
that we can function and be con- 
vincing in all these genres is great 

“There was a funny piece I saw the 
other week in an American mag , try- 
ing to pick out our lesser-known 
songs and they were saying stuff like; 
’Which blues band plays an Eliza- 
bethan ballad?’" Not that Jagger is 
se renading Lady Jane on the current 
US tour; which sees the Stones play- 
ing arenas rather than stadiums and 
charging premium ticket prices. 
“We’re doing 'Route 66', ‘Moonlight 
Mile’ from Sticky Fingers; stuff we’ve 
never done before.” 

In an infam ous BBC radio inter- 
view, support act Sheryl Crow said 
that touring with the Stones was not 
like CocksuckerBhies anymore Jag- 
ger guffaws at the mention of Robert 
Frank's shelved 1972 documentary 
more sex and drugs than rockrtraU, 
which the band allegedly rejected be- 
cause they’d “played up to the cam- 
eras”. “Things have certainly 
changed a lot 1 Because we’re playing 
slightly smaller places and it's in- 
doors, it’s much more direct Ybn can 
see everyone, the look on their faces, 
whether they Hke the songs or they 
don’t really care or they don’t know 
them. It’s quite hard work because 
there are no gimmi cks; whateveryou 
do can be seen out there! %uVe got 
to be aware 360 degrees. I’ve had a 
cold lately and, every time I blow my 
nose, they can see me.TS>u really feel 
you’re on 100 per cent of the time.” 

The Stones tour win reach British 
shores this summer while No 
Security, the group’s seventh live 
album, came out last yean But what 
about those BBC sessions, those 
Seventies out-takes? We finally got 
the Rock’rfRoIl Circus on CD, but 
how likely is a Stones box-set before 
2000? “Nothing’s planned to come (Hit 
at the moment, but Fm sure it will one 
day. Not next yeas but maybe the year 
after;" says Jagger “We’ve got a lot 
of good stuff from all periods, but I'm 
not really sure I want to do all the 
librarian work. My approach to the 
history of the Rolling Stones is some- 
what ambivalent I like to do what I’m 
doing now and I’d love to hear some 
of the old stuff, bull don’t want to be 
listening for hours and hours. Ybu feel 
like you’re living in the past too 
much. I would prefer someone else 
to do the spade work.” 

‘Blues Blues Blues’ by the Jimmy 
Rogers AE Stars is out on Atlantic 
Records. The Rolling Stones are 
to wring the US and play in file UK 
in June 



It was like walking into Chicago,’ says Mick Jagger of his work on Jimmy Rogers’ ’Bines Bines Bines’ 


Dave Hogan 


MICHAEL CHURCH 

Once, gnat music was written 
for castrati but they died out 
Then came the countertenor 
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LYRIC SHEETS 

Martin Newell 

The Rise and Rise of Robbie 

Currently at the top of his career, having collected three Brit Awards 

last month, Robbie WWiams completed his UK tour this week 

A blueprint for a pop star 

And “Robbie Williams Poster” 

You couldn’t make it up 

For ailing magazines 

From prefab into rehab 

Becomes the only option 

In a minute. 

Which remains 

Out, seemingly in seconds 


And back into the fray 

The one that really did it 

The Growing Up In Public sketch 

The single biggest shock j 

Not in it 

Was when the critics found 


That he could sing 

Despite the rabid headlines 

Top Artist Found With Talent" 

The boy-band albatross 

No journalistic nous 

And liggmg with Oasis 

Can ever brace you for 

All the rest 

That kind of thing 

Comparisons with sportsmen... 


He came out in the wash 

From space cadet at Glasto 

As not exactly Gazza 

Through jousting with Tom Jones 

More George Best 

To platinum-selling songs 


Penned on a bus 

Adonis with a beer-gut 

The odds were stacked against it 

You know he’s at the top 

He’s twenty-five years old 

When women are discussing him 

So is he not a pop star then? 

On trains 

Discuss 


HMV 
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The Mountain - Steve Earle 
And The Del McCoury Band 

A unique combination ol song* Item 
NKhfllle'i (ran vngetfcontjwM* and 
the bet Uuegrau band around 


Simple Gearle 
Stacey Earle 

Mebdc and ^parilmg country-folk songs 
horn Sine Eatte 1 ! aa« Raw, earthy lyncs 
prewe Stacey ts wry much Iw own woman. 


What I Deserve 
Kelly Willis 

She's bt*n piIIm "The voce of Au«<n’ 
and 'An angel with hell-watched 
wings*, if you like Lucinda Williams, 
you'll lew this. 




Always Never The Same 
George Strait 

following fit, continued success at the 
US Country Music Awards. George's 
tines: and poaiitv finest afcum includes 
his rusrt single 'Meanwhile' 

Released 8th March 
buy new from overlOO stores nSoauih 




The Capitol years 65/77 
Glen Campbell 

A decade ol honey-omoolh country pop, 
showcaang Glen Is immense ccoirtoution 
in music, from Wfchaa Lineman' to the 
70t classic 'Rhinestone Cowboy" 


Shaver Victory 
Billy Joe & Eddy Shaver 

An achingly becuiJul and pure country 
gospel album will-, an exceptional 
cotecwn of previously unnetaawd maietBL 
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the FRIDAY REVIEW 

The Independent 5 March 1999 
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Thanks to her childlike voice and 
f-fairy songs, Anja Garfaarek is 


often compared to Bjork. But her 
jazz-musician father has been her 
main influence. By Fiona Sturges 


T here are many par- 
allels to be drawn 
between Aqja Gar- 
barek's aesthetic 
sensibilities and her 
music. The daugh- 
ter of the jazz pio- 
neer Jan Garbarek wears a faded 
black T-shirt over the top of a deli- 
cate silk shirt and a floor-length 
quilted skirt that could have been 
an eiderdown in a previous life. Her 
North London flat is a cavern of 
conflicting lime greens, oranges and 
searing pinks, where macabre 
sado-masochistic photographs 
hang innocently on the wall be- 
tween family snapshots and 
kaleidoscopic paintings. 

in accordance. Garbarek’s cu- 
riously titled album. Balloon 
Moods, blends bubbly, syncopated 
rhythms with staccato string and 
brass arrangements and edgy 
percussive sounds - light years 
away from the sax jazz stylings of 
her father. Garbarek’s lyrics re- 
count spooky stories and skewed 
childhood memories, though they 
are lent a fairy-tale ambience by 
her extraordinarily child-like vo- 
cals. Imagine JM Barrie's Wendy 
being accidentally swept off to 
Itolketa’s Mordor instead of Never- 
Never Land. 

Garbarek's conversational man- 
ner adds to the catalogue of con- 
trasts: her sunny disposition belies 
the dark, elliptical nature of her 
recorded material and she talks 
about her sense of isolation as a 
child as if she were discussing a day 
by the seaside. 

“I would always go on tour with 
my parents, and on the brief peri- 
ods at home, the house was always 
full of musicians," she remembers, 
it was very unsettling. I wanted to 
be one of those latch-key kids so my 
dad made me a pretend key to hang 
around my neck for school.” Gar- 
barek is pictured as a child wear- 
ing this key on the front of her 
album. 

Fbr most kids, the first glimpses 
•if musical education comes via 
school chums and television, but 
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Garbarek was an early starter “I 
was listening to Laurie Anderson 
when 1 was eight and it both fasci- 
nated and scared the hell out of me. 
I used to rifle through my father’s 
record collection and play whatev- 
er he was listening to at the time." 

But Garbarek was not always an 
admirer of her father’s music “For 
a long time I saw his music as being 
physically painful with all those 
squeaking and grinding noises. But 
something happened when I was 
eight. My parents took me on tour 
with them in Japan where the 
music got unde - my skin for the first 
time. I suddenly understood what 
it was all about." 

Following this precocious epi- 
phany, Garbarek enthusiastically 
threw herself into piano lessons at 
school but found that she was un- 
comfortable with the teaching 
methods. “It was nothing like what 
1 had with my dad. It was always 
about analysing and studying the 
work of strangers rather than peo- 
ple close to me, n she explains. 
“The fact that I can’t remember 
anything they taught me is quite 
telling." 

Though her voyage of musical 
discovery with her father never 
abated, it wasn't until she was 19 
that she took up music again. 

"1 was called by BMG Records 
and asked for a demo after some- 
one saw me perfcpning in a musi- 
cal at college. I didn't have one so 
I took in this tape of improvised 
noises that I had made when I was 
16. 1 went to the office and put it on 
and they were absolutely horri- 
fied. They told me to go into the stu- 
dio and record something a little 
more grown-up." 

But it was Garbarek’s predilec- 
tion for experimentalism that really 
enticed BMG and this is one of the 
more perceptible traits that has 
been passed on from her father. 

* Her debut album VeQcommen 
Inn appeared in 1992. but Gar- 
barek was dissatisfied: “I hadn't dis- 
covered my own sound yet and the 
record company seemed to have 
more input than I did." As a result 
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Sean (left 
with John) 
and Julian 
Lennon: You 
can hear the 
four-year-old 
Sean gurgling 
on some versions of “With a 
Little Help from my Friends" 
as bis dad thrashes an electric 
guitar. Nineteen years on, Sean 
is energetically pursuing a 
career in avant-garde pop, 
though reception has been 
muted. His half-brother, Julian, 
enjoyed chart success, though 
the excitement surrounding 
his early career was never 
matched by musical credibility. 


Jeff Buckley: 
The son of the 
1970s singer- 
songwriter 
Tim Buckley 
escaped the 
fate of the 
little Lennons by producing a 
brilliant debut album, Grace, 

20 years after his father's 
death. Sadly. Jeff’s career was 
cut short when he drowned in 
1997. 


The Webb 
Brothers: 
Justin and 
Christian 
Webb took 
dose lessons 
from their dad, the song- 
writing legend Jimmy Webb, 
before they aired their smart 
psychedelic-tinged pop. 


Anja Barbarek: imagine JM Barrie's fflfendy being accidentally swept off to Tblkein’s Mordor instead of Never-Never Land 


the writing of Balloon Moods sent 
her scurrying to the Norwegian 
mountains for a period of monas- 
tic musical study. 

“I realised that 1 couldn’t work 
with other people at that point as 1 
didn't want them to inflict them- 
selves on nty picture. As soon as I 
was alone I was inspired to listen 
and write.” 


Did her father offer any advice? 
“Of course," she says. “He has got 
years of experience - it would be a 
waste not to exploit that He can 
help me out with everything, from 
how to play a chord to what type of 
music I should refer to." 

On her return, Garbarek requi- 
sitioned help from producer 
Marius DeVries, whose previous 


credits indude Massive Attack and 
Madonna, to put on the finishing 
touches. 

The resulting compositions 
tnkns fa constituents of modern 
jazz. Eighties synth, psychedelia 
and performance poetry, with 
melodies that swerve between win- 
same sonnets and eerie elegies. Her 
style has already drawn compar- 


isons with Bjflrk and Stina Nor- 
denstam. 

“It is inevitable that people 
should compare me with other 
m usicians ” she sighs. “But 1 would 
realty like to take music forwards 
on my own. just like my dad." 


* Balloon Moods’ is out an RCA 
records. 


Others living in their dad’s 
limelight: Jakob Dylan is the 
talented frontman of the band 
Wallflowers, and Ziggy Mariey 
has tried to ape the success of 
his father Bob. Adam Cohen is 
following in the footsteps of 
Leonard, while Zak Starkey 
plays drums, like his father; 
Ringo Starr. Pete Townshend’s 
daughter Emma has released 
an alhnm, as has Anoushka - - 
Shankar, daughter of Ravi 



Long live the Comedown Queen 


DOT ALLISON had stardom in 
her grasp once before, when 
her band One Dove were made 
Andy WeatheralTs first post- 
Screamadelica project But 
pressures from inside and out 
tore the band apart And then, 
poised for a new start, Allison 
narrowly escaped death in a car 
crash. She coukfrftwalkfor four 
months. Her senses were mor- 
phine-muffied 

And so, for her first solo 
show, she’s left nothing to 
chance. The female string sec- 
tion march into position as if 
they're in a recital. The key- 
boardist doses her eyes in an- 
ticipation. The guitarists are 
sharply dressed in clubbers' 


Live 


DOT ALLISON 

IMPROV THEATRE 
LONDON 


daywear. And Dot Allison, 
blonde-haired and in a glitter- 
ing black top, takes centre 
stage. Everyone is expectant 
The crowd gives a cheer And 
her second chance begins. 

Her songs detail dreamy ob- 
session; lovers dinging and es- 
caping. Her voice is sugary, 
like Sarah CracfcnelTs. Nerves 
stop her smiling, or making 
more than a very occasional 
quip but what realty makes an 
impression is the booming 


depth to the sound she and her 
band produce, the thud of 
drums struck at the same time 
as bells and cymbals and 

pftrings, with h ^r «t flie in timate 

centre. She gives a little yg as 
it aD comes together 

There are glitches. An 
acoustic guitar won't plug into 
the sound system, and she 
stags several son^ with an ear- 
piece swinging free. But she 
isn’t phased. Maybe it’s be- 
cause, like Robbie WQHams, this 
is in her blood (mother and aunt 
are musicians). It’s quickly ap- 
parent that this is a polished, 
more-than-promistag debut 
Allison shares with label- 
mate Beth Orton the tag of 


Comedown Queen, a hangover 
from her use of Screamadeli- 
ca’s narcotic dub. But this new 
work has different intentions. 
Perhaps it’s the result of slow- 
ly surfacing from her own post- 
crash anaesthetic haze, but 
the songs she {days tonight 
come up as if from deep sleep. 
“Message Personnel" begins 
with her staging and moving ro- 
botically renting a ch an gdOSS, 

careless mantra. It takes the 
music’s slow surge to bring her 
to life, until guitars are lifting 
the song to a swirling dimax, 
and Dot is dancing from the hip, 
pointing at the crowd like 
Diana Ross dug out of the deep 
freeze. The music has caused 


disciplined liberation. Allison 
cracks a smile. 

All that’s left is the new sin- 
gle, “Mo’ Pop”. For this song of 
unwilling lore, Allison mumbles 
at first as if the tyrics are in a 
strange tongue. She’s just wait- 
ing for 1 he chorus. As the spot- 
light fells on her alone, Allison 
sings it la la las made into an 
affirmation- Everyone hits their 
guitars together the string sec- 
tion slides between them, and 
nota note is out of place. Then 
they’re gone. It lasted 30 min- 
utes. It’s pop at its most grace- 
ful; professional perfection. 

Nice hasted 
‘Mo’ Pop' (Heavenly) will be 
released this week 



Allison: perfect pop 


There’s life in the old punks yet 
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WHEN JAKE Burns tacked off 
“Tin Soldiers" with his trade- 
mark yelp on Tuesday night he 
gave notice that SLF still have 
plenty of life in their digits. The 
band didn't even break sweat as 
they pounded non-stop through 
“Just fade away" and Jimmy 
Cliff’s 4C *bu can get it if you re- 
ally want" pausing for barely 
a moment before charging into 
“Bits of kids", the first "whoah- 
oh-oh" song of the evening. 

After the bell-ringing jangle 
of “Fty the Flag", cries of “Ul- 


LIVE 


STIFF LITTLE FINGERS 

THE JUNCTION 
CAMBRIDGE 


ster" began to rise up from the 
700-strong Cambridge horde, 
but Jake wasn't going to be 
rushed into anything. “I don't 
need to tell you I come from 
Belfast” he said. “So here’s the 
first optimistic song I've ever 
written about' it" The loping 


dub-style “Last Train from the 
Wasteland" offered a sense of 
hope in the darkness, and along 
with the emphatic new rocker 
“Hope St" showed the way for- 
ward for Stiff little Fingers. 

Bruce Fccston provided his 
distinctive Jam bass sound 
and shared the vocal chores, 
while Steve Grantley (drums) 
and Ian McCallum (guitar) 
completed the outfit Another 
frantic head-n odder “Baited 
Wire Love” (their only love 
song according to Bums) 


paved the way for more 
“whoah-oh-ohing". The hard- 
core mob greatly appreciated 
“Wasted life", “Roots Radies”, 
and “Nobody’s Hero", but per- 
sisted with their yells of “Ul- 
ster” as each tune crashed to 
its breakneck ending. Then at 
last they stood in awe while 
Jake played the hallowed, 
plaintive opening notes of “Al- 
ternative Ulster". Rarely does 
a song express such melan- 
choly and such hope both at the 
same time, but that is the 


achievement of this 1978 punk 
throwaway. 

Three minutes later it was 
all oven and SLF left the stage 
looking a little drained. Quick- 
ly encouraged back, they tore 
off again with a version of Bob 
Marley’s “Johnny Was", Jake 
Burns’ voice now thoroughly in 
gear for the frenzied plea of the 
chorus. Nothing was spared for 
“Long Way to Paradise" and 
“Straw Dogs" before the faith- 
ful disciples bid them a fond 
farewell. Anyone who got home 


and discovered that ail their 
SLF singles had been nicked 
win be glad to know they can 
get them again on a new dou- 
ble album called And best cf 
aft- Hope St 

This is a band that still seem 
to enjoy what they do best,; 
namety performing live. Move 
mountains to ca t/ »h them at 
Glasgow. Otherwise, put your, : 
record player on repea t, and 
play ’Alternative Ulster” again 
and again and again. ' : . 

Magnus mills 


Riffs 


The first and Latest records bought by Nik Kershaw 


first record 

T-Rex: "Bang A Gong (Get 

It On)’ 

This was the first record 
that I thought was pretty 
special. I was a huge Bobs 
fan. I remember seeing 
pictures of him at gigs and 
wanting to do what he did. 
Bolan had something that 
no one else did then, or 
even now. He was a bit of a 
weirdo, and a purveyor of 
the glam lifestyle. I thought 


be was a real poet: “Get it 
on, bang a gong, get it on” - 
poetry. It was realty easy to 
play, which was another 
reason I liked it, really 
dumb chords- T-Rex must 
have bad an influence on 
me, because I was very 
impressionable. If T-Rex 
were still around I wouldn’t 
want them to reform - they 
belong to my youth, i don’t 
want it messing up my life 
now. 


Last record 

Divine Comedy: “Fin de 

Steele" 

Neil Hannon has a great 
sense of humour, which is 
sadly tacking in a tat of 
music these days. With 
lines such as “an arse the 
size of a small country", it 
sounds like he’s got his 
tongue in his cheek ail the 
time. Everything on that 
album is realty deven and 
it's obvious that a huge 


amount of work has gone 
into it It’s not like anything 
else - when it’s on the radio 
it sticks out A couple of 
tracks are particularly 
shinning; “Sweden" and 
“Eric the Gardener”. I don’t 
own a record by an artist 
who doesn’t write their own 
songs. I like writers who 
can express themselves 
and have something to say. 
Nik Kershaw's new album 
* 15 Minutes’ is out now 


THE PARADISE MOTEL 


Drive 


Released 1st March on 7” and CD 
T includes exclusive renrtx by Mogwni 
Limited to SOD copies 


) iikcrt from tfte album 'Flight Paths' Out ' 
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THIS WEEK'S ALBUM -RELEASES 

REVIEWED BY ANDY GILL 





Wilco 

Summerteeth 

Reprise 


ITS ALREADY a vintage year for Ameri- 
can roots-rocfc, with great records by 
Smog, Bonnie Prince Billy and Chuck E 
Weiss followed here by another classi c 
from W3co. Now slimmed to a quartet, the 
group sound more focused tha n on 1997*8 
^acclaimed Being There - though, thanVq 
$to the enlarged role played by multi-in- 
strumentalist Jay Bennett, no less diverse 
in their approaches. If its predecessor 
owed a sizeable debt to the Stones of EriZe 
On Main Street, this one seems more in- 
formed by The Beatles. 

The songs are a series of meditations 
on Tweedy’s emotions. But where Being 
There sought (and found) glorious reas- 
surance of the redemptive power of 
rock’n'roll Summerteeth reflects the 
more arduous side of band life- the tran- 
sitory relationships, the hrief flares of ex- 
hilaration, and the more lingering pangg 
of loneliness and self-doubt that creep in 
as musicians wait in departure lounges or 
gaze at their reflections in bus windows. 

Most moving of all it deals with the dev- 


astating effect such a peripatetic life can 
have on a family . Behind the winsome 
melodies and warm textures of these 
songs lurk painful details of a relationship 
eroded by separatum, as its protagonists 
lose the habit of each other It's a process 
which leaves the songwriter dizzied by 
conflicting moods, trying to find out where 
and why things went wrong, but always 
stuck in the same self-defeating loops: 
“What you once were isn’t whatyou want 
to be any more”; “The first thing that you 
want will be the last thing that you need”. 

Ultimately, only his daughter seems to 
provide TWeedy with arry real sense of cer- 
tainty, and even then there's an unbear- 
able poignancy to the past tense of fines 
like “We were a family my dartin'”. 

If that all seems a little too depressing, 
don't be misled: part of what makes Wfico 
special is their imarfr for balancing the 
harshest of sentiments and saddest of 
moods with uplifting melodies and 
arrangements, a style which brings depth 
and resonance to Summerteeth. 



XTC 

Apple Venus 

(Cooking Vinyl] 

rrs BEEN almost seven years since XTC 
went on strike after the lovely Nonsuch. 
and the gap has not been good for them. 
They’ve always exhibited baroque pop 
tendencies, and it sounds as if every mo- 
ment of the hiatus has been dedicated 
to embellishing these 11 songs, to their 
detriment The opening track “River Of 
Orchids" serves notice of what to expect 
pizzicato strings and staccato horns 
tiptoe around overlapping layers of vo- 
cals, the whole song growing cyclically. 

Their thematic and stylistic touch- 
stones remain the same - there are pun- 
ning rhymes aplenty, and countless 
moments aiming for Beetle or Beach Boy 
bliss. “Green Man” continues their noble 
record of adapting English folk imagery 
without lapsing into fake antiquity or 
dreadlocksd drunfism -but the addition 
of flamenco handdaps to the Mccart- 
neyesque whimsy of “Td Like That” ex- 
emplifies the way virtually all these 
tracks are taken an idea too far. Ihe con- 
trast wito the TOlco album is instnjctive: 
though both bands draw on similar in- 
fluences, Wilco sound more natural 



THE TIGER LUL1ES 

Shockheaded Peter 

NVC ArtsAVamef Oasslcs 

THE NURSERY rhymes in Heinrich 
Hoffman's 19th-century classic 
Stnomoeipeter have long been the most 
effective means of populating the night- 
mares of small chiklreQ, and in The Tiger 
Lillies’ acclaimed trunk opera", they get 
the treatment they deserve. These gris- 
ly lessons about the dangers of such 
r»h {Irtish habits as thumb gnr^ring and 
picky eating are not treated as kiddy 
sing-alongs; both settings and delivery 
come from darker nooks of the uncon- 
scious, sounding like Tbm Waits mate- 
rial fronted by Thiy Tim or Dame Edna. 

The breadth ofstyies the trio produce 
from their accordion, drums, and dou- 
ble-bass line-up ranges from the louche 
polka of ^Johnny Head-In-Air” and the 
New Orleans second-line groove of 
“Fidgety Phil” to the Arabic-tinged ac- 
cordion vamp of “The Story Of The Man 
That Went Out Shooting”. But it’s the rel- 
ish with which singer Martyn Jacques’ 
demented falsetto greets the decease erf 
each disobedient child with a gh riefcpri 
“Dead! Dead! Dead!" that gives the pro- 
ject its creepy quality. 



VAN MORRISON 

Back On Top 

Roiniblank 

ANOTHER year, another Van album, 
largely indistinguishable from its recent 
predecessors save for the contributions 
of ex-Pirate Mick Green, whose guitar 
work is a model of taste and subtlety. 

Back On Tbp has all the usual Mor- 
rison tics and traits - the obscure R&B 
references (this time to former Brit-blues 
Playboy; Vince Ifcylor), the acute sensi- 
tivity to seasonal changes (“High Sum- 
mer”), the occupational ruminations 
(“The Philosopher’s Stone”) and the 
grumblings about the kind of gnat-bite 
irritations one would hope he might rise 
above, such as “New Biography”. 

Sometimes, the effect is bizarre: in 
“Golden Autumn Day”, Van's reverie is 
disturbed by muggers, leading him to 
lament “Who would flunk this could hap- 
pen-. Among Blake’s green and pleas- 
ant hills?", before musing upon the 
possibility of flogging the antagonists. 

As ever; there are exquisite moments, 
particularly “In The Midnight”, about 
how the “lonely, lonely music” he once 
heard has “been haunting me ever 
since”. Long may it continue to do so. 



KULA SHAKER 

Peasants, Pigs & Astronauts 

Columbia 

“THIS IS the age of decay and hypocrisy” 
froths Crisp ian Mills in “S.O.S.”, outlin- 
ing a few of the age’s apparently dread 
characteristics as “Blood transfusion, rev- 
olution, satellites on Mars”. He could have 
chosen instead to decry the convolution 
and wild delusions of silly boys with gui- 
tars, but that might have required the 
kind of inward inspection that wasn't en- 
tirety focused on his own navel. 

Peasants. Pigs & Astronauts is a 
truly horrible, half-baked affair, fall of 
bogus portents of a “new world", lent a 
modicum of unwarranted self-assurance 
by Bob Ezrin’s steely production. 

The realty sad thing is that Kula Shak- 
er seem oblivious of the disjunction be- 
tween their message (dog-eared Eastern 
hippy mysticism) and their medium (flat- 
ulent Western prog-rock, the most ego- 
istic music ever devised). This will be good 
news for those still lamenting the decline 
of Yes - though even Lhey might baulk at 
lines like “You're a wizard in a blizzard 
of mystical machine-guns”. The rest of 
us will simply reflect that, truly, there's 
a seeker born every minute. 


I'M Sure i Saw them on a poster... 

the independent's Regular round-up of new Bands 


STROKE 

CAMDEN BARFLY. LONDON 
• 

CAY 

ELECTRIC BALLROOM. 
LONDON 

# 

CUBA 

IMPROV THEATRE. LONDON 


Stroke could mean a variety of 
things: a flash of fortune, the 
motion of a racket hitting a ball 
or perhaps die rupture of a blood 
vessel in the brain. But you knew 
what Stroke had in mind from 
the chorus of girlie whoops that 
greeted their arrival. The lost 
little-boy looks of the guitarist 
elicited cooing noises from the 
audience as if they had been 
presented with a new-born 


kitten, while the carefully 
dishevelled appearance and pin- 
up poses of singer Jason Kelly 
had them foaming at the mouth. 

Kelly’s confidence was backed 
by a scorching performance. He 
switched on a convincingly 
glazed expression for the 
pensive numbers and strutted 
like a seasoned rock god for the 
more boisterous ones. Stroke’s 
concoction of rock and muted 


dance grooves displayed 
anthemic qualities that would 
have been more at home in a 
stadium than the diminutive 
dimensions of the Barfly. Their 
songs largely stuck to a winning 
formula of slow-burning 
introductions comprising 
shimmering keyboards and 
pared-down guitars, before 
b uilding into 3 mighty barrage of 
grinding bassfines. As it turned 


out their unwavering self-belief 
was entirety justified. 

If Courtney Love ever finds 
herself out of a job it will be 
because of Cay's vocalist Anet 
Moot Wearing a sneer and a t- 
shirt bearing the inscription T 
Suk Rok”, Mook was the 
consummate indie icon. Her 
voice blended Love's throaty 
tones with the visceral yowl of 
Babes In Toyland's Eat Bjelland, 


and she was backed by guitars 
that echoed the moody 
ruminations of Sonic Youth. But 
Cay’s objective was not simply 
to thrust angst-ridden attitude 
in our faces. Compelling 
melodies were discernible under 
Mook’s 30-a-day vocals while 
sweeping instrumental passages 
unveiled a refreshing capacity 
for reflection. 

Cuba were the Happy 


Mondays tailored for the middle 
classes. After an navel-gazey 
instrumental prelude, they 
steamed into a baggy number 
that seemed disturbingly 
. familiar . With the anticipation 
surrounding the revival of 
baggy's true patrons next 
month, Cuba’s pale imitation 
has arrived at a particularly 
inopportune time. 

Fiona sturges 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


ENTERTAINMENT: CONCERTS, THEATRE, WHATS ON 


RAX: 0171 293 2505 


Dining Out 




: Celebrate Springtime 

Math 

PERRIER-JOBET 

During the month of March enjoy a 
bottle of this delightful champagne 
in the Restaurant or Bar at the 
special price of just £2(7. 


L 


Ode on 


RESTAURANT & BAR 




FISH CENTRAL 

149*151 Central Street 

London ECTV HAP 

Reservations 0171 253 4970 
-Tbp fWw (o tx-’If - IV.ff 7**^" 

-po net i\H heir unk-fc you imipdtr . 
Ous 1 -awfluff. hbngmn GwUe - 
-txrrtfcm value' - Timi Out Member .. 
Osh drip* in central LqikIwi 

OrfySpetial Oi&fccnsMenu - 



Guided Walks & Tours 


Trdsfti- 



[ 24-31 October 1999 ■ ‘ 

in Aid of London’s homeless 

Phone Matthew HB*» 

M 0181-357 5135 or ema fl; 



Gifts 



~is well— written sex 


T he media, are obsessed with gratuitous sex. 

Ar the Erotic REVIEW we don’t see it a s a 
problem. Sex in our pages is never gratuitous. In 
the Erotic REVIEW, well-known writers are 
unbuttoned. They appear in unfamiliar dodves. 
Sometimes in no dothes at all. The cover of our 
March issue (out now) is festooned with women: 
among them, Joceline Dimbleby Anna Chancellor 
and Maria Alvarez. Inside they wrire about 
aphrodisiacs, raHHng dirty, rose petals, butterflies Sc 
birds and whipping off wimples, though not 
necessarily in that order. Sex in the Erotic REVIEW 
is literate, witty, erudite and rude. Our only 
criterion is that it is wcU-wrineo. We have our 

standards. Subscribe before 17th March and receive 
the next 10 monthly issues for only £20. That’s 
20% less than you’d pay at WH Smith. If they’d sell 

it. PUast note for over I8s only. 

To subscribe now for your annual subscription 
send a £20.00 Cheque (to "EPS') or 
VISA/Masten3ifl/Ame>yDe)ta/Sw7tdi details to: 

EPS, Dept fWN, PO Bck 2711 London WIA 5AY. 
Freephone onjeriine 0800 026 25 24 
(quote ‘Dept 1WW) 

Fa*OI7M37 3528. 

Or browse our website at htip7/www.epsDtguk 

the Erotic REVIEW 


Entertainments 


OFFICIAL; HIGH STREET PRICES 

FOR CDs ARE A 'RIP-OFF 1 


Even ordinary mail order 
prices of CDs don't give 
you the ultimate saving on 
CDs that WSL offers you. 

Now you can buy your CDs at 
dealers cost price plus a small 
handling charge. Only WSL - 
offering a mail order sendee for 
more than 40 years - can offer you 
such low cost Listening. So why not 
see what savings you really can 
make by checking our prices? 

MW* phone, fax cr tunes 
today for fuS detatta 
- wtthoul oWtpaUon. 


I said ■» ftil Malta a! ail WSL CD Soviets 

I 1 tndoss 2 x 1st c*ss stamps for spaedy reply 

| Name 

Address 




Post Code. 


WILSON STEREO LIBRARY LED 
P.a SOX 32 ST. IHMAKBON-SEA EAST SUSSEX TIWOUZ 
TH3IWM) 71834 HUt KJMZflTIKfiZ 
e-hul: wilsorstejsou BBwrecoMrosstw.coM k& 1 


Antiques/Fine Art 


FINE ANTIQUE 
DINING TABLES 

A good selection of 19th century mahogany 
extending dining 

tables always irlU f<Um rteUfttes 
in stock £eMetmk&U<i<L. 

* ScrtU 

Library and 0/411 63154/163136/ 

writing furniture also 
usually available. 

We endeavour to find the table you require. 


Onfy 6 mins from J 13 M4 


Concerts 


ANTIQUE DESKS 

Large stocks of old desks. Oak, Mahogany, 
Wait, V k S nrii , E d w a r d ia n, BaBtop. Qfeisr; 
P ar tner's, Dickens and Pedestal Desks, abo 
Dtuiog Tables io stock. 

DON SPENCER ANTIQUES 
WARWICK 
02926499857 
01926407989 
MOBILE 08365 25755 

l lcm pwau wTffrl 

36A Masks* Pbe*, Warwick 
■ Ctatfn) 



THE 


SINGERS 


Conductor Timothy Sailer 

Experienced Awn wfri aighf 
rtadtejafcSayarc award to 
sidtJoa for thfe dumber choir 
flepenont I6th ^ hUh ^ to 
pjWCH. Concern in ccnlnl 
London and pnannces. Tbur u 
NevEagud,QSA. 
SepeenibecOcictw 1999. 
Rcfirinih- Tbcsfay umlmu. 
cental London. 

UDb Guy (5«.| 

54 B ohmrrifnr -topme. 
London SE24 91E. 
TH'fex 

0171 733 6719 
enioi L 

jpo g lng ^ 'tacicowta fc 


Leisure Activities 


RAQS 

SHARQI 

EGYPTIAN 
BELLYIUV K 
lYIRODUTION 
WORKSHOP 


Sat 27th March 
llam-3pm 
at Queensbridge 
Leisure Centre ( E8 ) 
Teh 0181 986 2936 


Channel 4 are looking for 
NEW STEPFAMHJES for a documentary series. 
Are you about to become a stepfamily or 
has a new parent or child recently moved 
in with you? 

For more information, 

. call VICKY in complete confidence on: 

0171 482 3999 


Publishers 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 
ALL SUBJECTS CONSlDStt-O 
HcScn nonfcaan, blogiaptrfi 
reSgmus. poetry etaUmn. 
AUTHORS WOfUIWCS INVITED 
WRITE OR SEND YOUR 
MANUSCRIPT TO: 

MINERVA PRESS 


20 M 

LONDON 


Hci, 

3DQ 


)on't forget 
to mention* 
^The/mfepende 
>. when replying 
\ro adverts 


HERITAGE ANTIQUES FAIRS 

HOTEL IOTER-CONI1NEOTAL LONDON 
1 Hamilt on Place, Hyde Park Comer. London W1 
Sunday 7* March 


REMBRANDTHOTEL 
llThurioe Place. London SW7 
Sunday 1# March 


LONDON HILTON HOTEL ONPARKLANE 
22 Park Lane. London Wl 
Sunday 21* March 


HOTEL INTER<X>NT1NENTAL LONDON 
1 Hamilton Place, Hyde Park Comer. London W1 
Sunday 28 th March 


AH fairs open from 11am - 5pm 
TeL 0171 624 5173 


KXatrnraTMOMMEHMBWAaQCWUNWtHOBKnUlMSnESBIT 

SIXTIES GOLD 

^ERR7 

*& THE * ' J (g 

PACEMAKERS I 

THE ’ . -J'-rf:. «P . 

MERSEYBEATS 




-A. -L 


<j TH8 


FORTUNES 


PENDER’S 
SEARCHERS* 





• SWANSEA 
9 BIRMINGHAM , 
IB DUNDEE -d 

11 GLASGOW 

12 INVERNESS 

li saunwoRT 

17 HEREFORD 
IB BRISTOL 
IV SOUTHEND 
21 SHEFFIELD 

23 HALIFAX ^ 

34 YORK 

25 BRENTWOOD 

24 TRURO a 

21 HANLEY 


Grand Tlmsrt 

/HU " 
I Hal 
Ratal Coneart Hal 
Edm Cost Item 
SoudvartThum 


30 IRVINE 

t BMDUNGTON 
2 CARLISLE 

4 CHELTENHAM l 

5 DERBY X 

7 LIVERPOOL 

9 PORTSMOUTH 

11 HA 5 TMGS 

12 HIGH WYCOMBE 

13 LLANDUDNO 

IS IPSWICH 

14 BOURNEMOUTH 
It SUNDERLAND 
70 BLACKBURN 

21 DERRY r 

22 BELFAST cf 

23 LONDON 
25 BRIGHTON 

25 TWBWDGE WELLS 
27 CROYDON 
2S GUILDFORD 
29 OXFORD 
» SCARBOROUGH 


CoksonHal j 
□Ubh»Oon 
QqrHal 
Vlnblham 
Grind Open Homo 

Centre 

HaUforCoonreB 

TtoRayta 

Tbi Mjjmjm 

SpRoyalHal 
SandiCsncre ^ 
W iKd 
Amtnb^rHNt 
Rani Cotat Than 

G&M 

Wbha Radt Thatra 
Shot Than* 

North VWai Than* 
Rtg awThamt 
PwConThaac 
EmpbcTbeam 

XhRGnjnHd 

TboiUafca 

VbnrfnmKd 

Mtafean 

The Demo \ *■ 

AnamUf Hib 


5 CAMBMDGE 


Chile Hd 

Apofa 

FiaurataThoB* 

ComExdanpi 


01792473715 
0121 2123333 
OI3Q 434MO 
0MI 2S7S5II 
01463234234 
QI7M54MM 
01432 271178 
0117922 3606 
01702 351135 
0114 278 9789 
01422 351158 
01904 671818 
01277252414 
01872 252446 
01782207777 
01294 278381 

DI2U 4782S8 
01228 425 222 
01242227979 
01332255800 
0151 7094m 
Q17Q55Z4U5 
01424781000 
01494512000 
01492872000 
01473 281480 
01202 456456 
0191 5142517 
01254582582 
01504 240516 
01232 SJ44SS 
0171 494 5DS8 
0I2J3TC97QS 
01892530613 
0181 (809291 
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THE FRIDAY REVIEW > 

The Independent 5 March 1999 




Britten’s spring awakening 

Neither symphony nor song-cycle, Benjamin Britten’s most idiosyncratic achievement is a major landmark. By Bay a n Northcott 


I nteresting that, as part of his cur- 
rent 70th birthday celebrations at 
the Barbican, AndrS Previn has 
chosen from the English choral 
tradition he so manifestly loves, 
not an obvious rampage such as 
Vaughan Williams’s Sea Sym- 
phony or Walton's Belshazzars Feast, 
but the Spring Symphony Op 44 by Benja- 
min Britten. True, the work comes from 
arguably' the richest phase of Britten’s 
career- that astonishing decade from the 
mid-Fbrties to the midr Fifties that saw the 
composition of six full-length operas along 
with so much else. Nor is it exactly a rarity 
in the concert hall or on disc - Previn 
himself recorded it years ago. 

Yet its reception since its triumphant 
first performance at the 1949 Holland 
Festival has remained distinctly mixed. 
Where that fervent, if by no means un- 
critical Britten fan, Hans Keller could 
declare the Spring Symphony “a supreme 
masterpiece”, an equally sympathetic 
Michael Kennedy has complained that 
there are passages “where one is made 
uncomfortably aware of faltering invention, 
of the jam being spread very thin, of 
reliance on artifice”. 

Meanwhile, the debate continues as to 
just what land of a piece it realty is. A choral 
work - in which the full chorus only appears 
intermittently in six of its 12 sections? A 
song-cyde - split between three soloists? 
And how can a structure in which three of 
the four “movements” comprise diverse 
song-settings strung together be de- 
scribed, in any sense, as a symphony? 

Such questions were already latent in 
the choice of texts. It has been generally 
assumed since Schubert that the larger 
unity of a set or cycle is helped by stick- 
ing to a single poet or single tone of voice. 
Yet. from his early “symphonic cycle” Our 
Hunting Fathers U936) to a text partly 
gathered and partly written by WH Auden, 
Britten seemed recurrently drawn to the 
more disparate - and hence riskier - an- 
thology principle. The Serenade for Tenor 
Horn and Strings (1943), A Charm of Lul- 
labies (1947), the Spring Symphony itself 
and the Nocturne (1958) are all settings of 
diverse poets, related only by subject or 
mood. Granted. Britten originally intended 
to base the Spring Symphony upon anony- 
mous medieval Latin verses, which might 
have conferred their own unity of tone. But 
“a re-reading of much English lyric verse 
and a particularly lovely spring day in east 
Suffolk, the Suffolk of Constable and Gains- 
borough, made me change my mind". In 



on the face of it seems to contradictaaits 

traditional procedures. £ 

If so, this may help to exP 13 ® why far 


Benjamin Britten’s ‘Spring Symphony* belongs to a particularly fertile period Which saw him also compose six operas 


Hutton Getty 


the event, he came up with a selection of 
13 poets, ranging from the anonypeus 
“Sumer is icumen in” to an admonitory 
Auden meditation from the Thirties. 

Then there is the matter of scoring. 
Britten asks for soprano, alto and tenor 
soloists, bqys choir; symphonic chorus 
and large orchestra, including five per- 
cussionists and two harps. But he had 
never cared for what he called “the luscious 
tuttj effect” of late-Romantic orchestration, 
preferring the dear textures of Mahler; 
Stravinsky and Shostakovich. With the ex- 
perience of his first two chamber operas 
b ehind him, Britten was well on the way 
to a conception of the symphony orchestra 
as a collection of small ensembles. 


There are a few elaborate tuttis in the 
Spring Symphony - in the icy opening set- 
ting of the wondrously vivid anonymous 
lyric “Shine out fair sun”, for instance, or 
tiie bluffly festive Beaumont and Fletcher 
welcome to the month of May that com- 
prises the finale. But long passages are ac- 
companied by sub-sections of the orchestra 
or mere hanrffiilg of instruments; the rapt 
setting of Henry Vaughan's “Waters above” 
that forms the centrepiece of the slow sec- 
ond movement features just solo tenor and 
a weightless scudding of viofins. Coupled 
with toe frequently pungent harmony the 
effect is often a spare edginess of sound. 
With the arguable exception of the first- 
movement setting of Thomas Nashe’s 


“Spring, the sweri spring” m which the “big 
harp” tutti accompaniment is indeed 
sweetened by a sustaining string quartet, 
Britten conspicuously avoids the kind of 
vernal haze of such earlier English evo- 
cations of spring as Delius's First Cuckoo 
or the rhapsodic Enter Spring by his own 
teacher; Frank Bridge. 

Britten’s first movement comprises 
highly contrasted settings of six different 
poets - Anon, Spenser; Nashe, Peele and 
Clare (cross-cut in one setting) and ending 
in the stately processional of Milton's 
“Now the bright morning star”. The slow 
second movement flanks “Waters above” 
with Herrick’s “Welcome Maids of Honour” 
and verses from Auden's “Out on the 


lawn I lie in bed” (challenging the work’s 
titlp ip another s enKR hyevbldTig “the wind- 
Iess nights of June”). 

The scherzo-like third movement en- 
compasses settin gs of Barnefield, Peele 

and Blake, and only the comparatively brief, 
though vastly inventive finale is through- 
composed. Careful analysis can uncover a 
number of tonal and motific connections 
between various of the settings. Yet rather 
than developing such links, Britten actu- 
ally seems to play them down, emphasis- 
ing the discontinuity between numbers by 
sharp contrasts of scoring and character 
It is as if he had deliberately set out to test 
the enduring strength of the symphonic 
ideal by realising it anew in a manner that. 


numbered the way Britten constructedhis. • 
onening as a succession of quite distinct 
ideasfor different sections of the orchestra 
which are then piled up on one another; - 
when he came to compose his Conceriofir 
Orchestra U96S) and at least two other 

substantial works reveal a debt to Britterfa 
structure. One of them is Leonard Bern- . 

stein’s polystytistic Songfest a977) t a m- 
mavement setting of 12 American poets for 
six soloists, the jaunty finale of which opens 
with an upward-bounding theme that . 

sounds like a direct tribute to Britten. 

The other work was actually dedicated 
to him. This is Shostakovich’s 14th Sym-- ; 
phony (1969) for two soloists, strings and 
percussion, structured on poems about 
death by Apollinaire, Lorca, Rilke and . 
Kuchelbecker At the premiere, Shosta- £ 
kovich experienced the grim requital ot*- 
seeing one of his deadliest enemies start • 
from the audience and drop dead on the 2, 
spot Only a model of complex sugges-. 
tiveness could have helped to engender . 
such utterly contrasting works as the 
Bernstein and Shostakovich, and one of the ' 
sadnesses of Britten’s own early death is 
that he, too, was planning a follow-up in the 
form of a Sea Symphony for which he had 
already selected the texts. 

Ultimately it is the qualities rare even 
in Britten for which the Spring Symphony . 
is most to be cherished. Never before or 
after did he dare to exploit so wide a gap - ;• 
between fragmented foreground structure 
and implied background form. Yet, for all . 
the disparate details, the cunning with 
which the sectional proportions are dis- . 
posed, and the steely cogency with which • 
the lines are drawn do finally yield an 
all profile, a cumulative 49-minute sweep w 
which, in retrospect feels genuinely sym- * 
phonic. Nor are those disparate details - 
the serialised word-setting, the brightly as- 
tringent harmony, the rude vernacular in-- - 
cursions ofwhistling boys choir and feisty 
cow horn - to be less than relished. If the 
work only once touches on more troubling . 
thoughts in Auden’s allusion to 1930s Eu- 
rope, it culminates in the most unalloyed 
paean of joy in all Britten - reasons 
enough to catch it at the Barbican. 

Britterts ‘ Spring Symphony', LSO/Prevm 
is at the Barbican, London (0171-638 
8891), on Wednesday 10 March at 7.30pm 
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Living the high life 

No longer an exotic oddity, the countertenor voice has firmly established 
itself as a major attraction - and not just in the Baroque repertoire 


ONCE UPON a time there were 
castrati, and great music was 
written for them. When the 
castrati died out, their music 
was colonised by women and 
baritones. Then, after a 159- 
year gap, the “male alto" voice 
was rediscovered by Michael 
Tippett, and rechristened with 
its PurceDian name, “counter- 
tenor”. Great new music was 
written for its new pioneer, 
Alfred Dellenwho recolonised 
the castrate repertory and went 
back to reclaim Purcell as well 

Though he sang with ethe- 
real plangency, however; 
Deller couldn't act. When 
James Bowman took over the 
tailor-made role which Deller 
could not handle - Oberon in 
Britten’s Midsummer Night's 
Dream - a new game began. 
Bowman’s voice had a clarion 
quality, and his stage pres- 
ence was quintessential^' mas- 
culine; with a role-model like 
this, it was inevitable that the 
countertenor would become 
fashionable. 

But the next wave of 
countertenors were not all 
Bowman-clones. The Belgian 
Ren6 Jacobs infused the voice 
with melting femininity; the 
East German Jochen Kowalski 
iqjected more than a touch of 
camp; the black American 
Derek Lee Ragin came across 
like a diva. Moreover; national 
schools began to emerge. As 
Bowman once explained to me: 
“Americans like a brash, wobbly 
sound and despise the clean 
English style. The Germans 
tend to be over-dramatic, 
though not as hysterical as the 
Americans. The French style is 
jparffer abiy affected, a s tflhhmg 
at the notes." 

The countertenor voice is 
produced by using the edge of 
toe vocal cords and neglecting 
the central part, which in men 
is the bass area; it’s like playing 
harmonics on a violin. Un- 
natural? Not necessarily. For 
Artur Stefanowicz, currently 
starring with great panache in 
Martha Clarke's Orpheus and 
Euridice at ENQ, there was 
never any other option. When 
he joined a boys' choir in his 
native Szczecin it was as an 
eight-year-old alto, and when 
his voice broke he simply went 


Sight 

Readings 
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MICHAEL 

Church 


on sin g in g the same notes 
falsetto. He reluctantly wait on 
to train as a baritone- profes- 
sional countertenors were 
unheard-of at that time in 
Poland - and it was only when 

he rhflnpw l to hpar an amateur 
that he realised his vocation. “1 
always found it stressful ring- 
ing baritone, whereas falsetto 
frit easy and natural.” So natu- 
ral that at 23 he won toe Euro- 
pean Mozart Competition. 

One of Stefancrwicz’s forma- 
tive experiences was hearing 
Michael Chance sing in Bach's 
Mass in B minor “It was like an 
angel unbelievable - I'd never 
heard anything so beautiful in 
my life. 1 decided I wanted to 
sing like him." 

Over now to Chance himself; 
whose voice does indeed have 
an angelic purify, and who hap- 
pens to have a record just out 
( The Art of the Countertenor, 
on Deutsdie Grammapbon). 
Chance’s exemplars include 
Peter Pears and Janet Baker 
(as well as Deller and Bow- 
man), but he gravitated as nat- 
urally as Stefanowicz (fid to 
singing falsetto. His record 
maybe largely Baroque, but he 
is opposed to toe root-and- 
branch recolonisation of that 
disputed terrain. “The counter- 
tenor should not be toe only 
voice we hear in the alto parts 
in Messiah or the St Matthao 
Passion. Mezzos shouldn’t be 
banished completely” 

Moreover; Chance has sys- 
tematically expanded the con- 
temporary repertoire by 
singing eppriaff y mm y n i s s inneri 
works from the likes of Tan 
Dun, Judith Wiir and Harrison 
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Deller: sang with ethereal plangency Camera Press 


Birtwistle. Ac c ompan i e d by five 
viols, he is soon to premiere toe 
mystically-titled Nipson 
(Cleansing), a half-hour work 
by John Tavener; and he’s even 
premiered a piece by Elvis 
Costello (“but I wouldn’t urge 
you to listen to it"). The 
countertenor voice, he agrees, 
has a big future and, as he 
points out, it’s been staple fare 
In rock from The Beach Boys 

onwards. One thinks also of the 
satanic Martyn Jacques, cur- 
rently wowing London audi- 
ences in Shock/leaded Peter at 
the Lyric, Hammersmith, and 
on the CD from Warners. 

All of which brings us to the 
extraordinary Andreas ScholL 
Taught by Jacobs and exam- 
ined by Bowman, this Clark 
Kent look-alike from Wies- 
baden has taken the opera 
world by storm, following a 
heartstopping performance in 
Rodeftnda (alongside stefano- 
wicz) wito a flood of recordings, 

including three in this month 
alone from ffarmcnia Mundi, 
DG, and Decca. 

But what Sc ho ll realty wants 


to talk about is his parallel fife 
as a pop musician. He made a _■ 
pop record a few years ago - 
which flopped, but his second 
shot - a collaborative effort^- 
concrived, composed, and part-*?' 
peifonnedbyhimmhisownhl-' 
tech studio - sounds promising- 
“Soul-funk for a grown-up 
audience” Is his shorthand ; 
description, and he stresses 
that it will have no whiff of 
“crossover". “I shall do ft with 
toe same conviction ftatlbring 
to Baroque music," he masts, 
adding scornfully that he in no 
way shares contemporary coot 
posei^*Tearofbeauty”.Stand-- 
by for something interesting on 
Decca next Christmas. 

Meanwhile, he has applied ' . 
for his old tutor’s job at Basel, _ 
where fledgling countertenors 
are starting to proliferate. How 
have things changed since his 
own student days? “Enor- • 
mousty. Countertenors can no 
longer trade on their exoti- 
cism. O riginally it was enough 
to sing high, whether in fame cr 
not, beautifully or not Now 
they have to be good.” 
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. — realm. An/^jonatSon^ shadowy squabbling adventurers. But the director’s soulfol 

- ^ adaptati011 is stymied* a script that is, at times, 

trfil wu... . of Tom Morrisons multi-layered Pulitzer Prize- clankmrrtv vhp ma h> »nH m»kh> rh a 
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,:ri . winner was always going to make for an uneasy 

‘ - t. marriage; hopping shakily between upfront 
% dramatics and mysticism. Oprah Winfrey stars 

^Vv a5 .^ escaped s 1 * 76 straggling to cope with a 
. 1 :•> visiMon from a bewitched voodoo child (Thandie 
:.C . ■ r ' Newton) wbo may (or may not) be the ghost 
" c ‘r of her dead daughter. Still, there’s much 
to admire in BefouetTs three hours of muddle - 
• 7;? its feb i ^s t'tefce on black oppression, its gumbo 
ofpungmt human dramawth overheated horror- 
7 flick shenanigans. Heartfelt acting and a vibrant 
.> visual sense paper over all manner of cracks. 

:r : ; j> Wfa* But Odeon Camden Tbum, Odeon 
~ Kensington, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Rifep 
Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Trocadero, 

*■,. : ' Warner WBage And load cinemas 


FESTEN (THE CELEBRATION) (15) 
Director Thomas Vinterberg 
Starring: Ulrich Thomsen. Helge Moritzen 
See The Independent Recommends, right 
West EncL Chelsea Cinema. Claj^iarn Picture 
House. Curzon Soho, Screen ori Baker Street 


K1NI AND ADAMS (NO 

Director Idrissa Ouddraogo 
Starring: David Mohloki, Vusi Kuneni 
The first Bi flll sh - language tiering frnm a edaimed 
Burkina Faso director Idrissa Ouddraogo, 
Kmi and Adams looks to spotli^it a career 


d ankingty schematic and crudely drawn. The 
natural m agic slowly seeps away. 

Repertory: National Film Theatre 


THE 39 STEPS (PG.) 

Director. Allred Hitchcock 
Starring: Robert Donat. Madeleine Carroll. 
Godfrey Tearle. Peggy Ashcroft. Lucie Mannheim 
Khnedbackin 1935, The 39 Steps stands proud 
as the most polished pic of Hitchcock's early, 
British period (although The Lady vanishes 
comes awfully dose). Thereafter; he would light 
out for Hollywood mid his films would became 
both more glossy and more morally oblique. The 
39 Steps, by contrast, offers classic Boys' Own 
adventure, rifling off John Buchan’s source 
novel to produce a gadabout spy yam that hurls 
Robert Donat and Mad eleine Carroll'S hanH/nrfferi- 

togetber runaways into a Scotland that's bursting 
with oddball eccentrics. The film is as Tight and 
bracing as oxygen: all witty twists, throwaway 
hues and crisp observations as it builds towards 
a climactic crescendo at the London Palladium. 
Legend has it that Hitchcock insistari on hand- 
cuffing Donat to Carroll before filming began, 
just so they could get used- to being together; 
and then ran off with the key. Tsk, those 
auteur directors. Never too highbrow for the 
odd playground prank. 

West End: Barbican Screen 



Xan Brooks 


General Release 


AFFLICTION (15) PERDITA DURANGO (18) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. Alex De La Iglesia’s quasi-sequel to lynch's Wild 

West End: ABC Shaftesbury Avenue, Renoir at Heart is a strutting Tex-Mex capeq running on 

a kind of posturing wackiness. Rosie Pgrez acquits 
A BUG’S LIFE (U) herself well as the vixenish heroine who abducts 

ABug’sLtfe sees humble insect Flikjoming a flea a pair of an-American virgins, while Lave Flesh’s 
circus in an effort to save his community from Javier Bardem glowers from hAn^ath a comedy 
marauding grasshoppers. West End: ABC wig. It’s camp, garish and annnyingly pniArfnTning 
li&mhcm Court Road, Cfapham Picture House, W&Ehub Metro, Odeon Camden Tbum 
Oi&on Camden Town, Odeon Kensinaton, 


A BUG’S LIFE (U) 

A Bug’s Life sees humble insect Flik joining a flea 
circus in an effort to save his community from 
marauding grasshoppers. West End: ABC 
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Ob&on Camden Town, Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Mezzanine, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, Plaza , Ritzy Cinema, UCI 
Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Trocadero, 
WsmerVUkigeV^Ehi±AndlocalaneTnas 

HIDEOUS KINKY (15) 

Through the backdrop of 1970s Morocco treads 
Kate Winslet's single-mum, her two daughters 
in tow. Winslet does well with a change- af-pace 
role and the child stars are startlingly good. 
West End: ABC Swiss Centre, Odeon Swiss 
Cottage Renoir, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham 
Roa± Local Well Hall Coronet 

HILARY AND JACKIE (15) 

FhJl- throttle playing from Oscar-nominated 
actresses Rachel Griffiths and JEmily Watson, 
sustains Anand Tucker’s warts-and-aU biopic of 
the Du Prd sisters. West End- Cvrzon Saho 
Repertory: PhoeraxCmemaAndloadcmernas 

r* 

HfcCY MAN (PG) 

Jeff GokMumplaysRidiR a scuzzball TV executive. 
Fbarfol for his job, Ricky uses spiritual wanderer 
G (Eddie Murphy) as a frontman on his shopping 
show and sales go through the root G, in turn, 
teaches Ricky a few soulful lessons. Parts of Holy 
Man are very funny but the film never quite 
finds the right tone. VfestErid: Odeon Marble Arch, 
End And local cinemas 

HOW STELLA GOT HER GROOVE BACK (15) 
Essentially this is Shirley Tfaleniine with an Afro- 
American spin, but Angela Bassett works hard to 
make an hnprsRsinn among the slide-show of 
tourist-brochure visuals. West End: Ritzy Cinema, 
Hrgm Trocadero. And local cinemas 

JACK FROST (PG) 

Michael Keaton stars as a sel£dbsessed blues-man 
who dies and gets reincarnated as a snowman. 
Formula family fun. West End UCI Whiteleys, 
Wwlier Vfflage VSfest End And local cinemas 

LIFE IS BEAUTIFUL (LA VITA E BELLA) CPG) 
In Roberto Benignf s comedy the writer-director 
fcafer«; centre-stage as a downing Jewish bookshop 
keeper in fascist Italy. He is spirited off to the 
death camps and strives to convince his son that 
it’s nothing more than a game. West End* Curzon 
Mayfbxr, Curzon Soho, Odeon Kensington, Ritzy 
Cinema, Screen on the Hill, UCIWhitdeys.Vrrgm 
Chelsea, VirginHaymarkeL Repertory: Watermans 
Arts Centre. And local cinemas 

LITTLE VOICE (15) 

Haled up in her bedroom, Jane Horrocks perfects 
Shiriqr Bassey/Judy Garland impersonations. 
Bracing black comedy, Horrocks’ vocal pyrotech- 
nics, phis a marvellously weighted turn from 
Michael Cafag push Little Mbice through to the 
final curtain. West End ABC Tottenham Court 
Rood, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Odeon West End, 
Vtrgin Fulham Road. And local cinemas 

LOVED (15) 

Erin Dignam’s Loved has been collecting dust 
on distributors’ shelves for nearly two years, 
not because it’s bad, but because it's so subtly 

imdassifiaWe. Robin Wright Penn plays an ab^ed 

ex-girlfriend called upon by lawyer William Hurt 
to testify against her brutal former beyfriend. 
Loeed pknts troubled relationships for what they 
are: complex, charged and inextricably entwined 
Wst End: ABC Piccadilly 

THE OPPOSITE OF SEX (18) 

See The independent Recommends, abova 


PRACTICAL MAGIC (12) 

Essentially a sibling soap-opera with a dash of 
mumbo-jumbo. Practical Magic sees Sandra 
Bullock and Nicole Kidman cast as two 
mismatched sisters raised from a line of witches 
and hexing any unlucky man who swings into 
their orbiLWestEruL Warner Village West End 

THE PRINCE OF EGYPT (U) 

In planning his cartoon Bfe of Moses. Preanrifarics 
honcho Jeffrey Katzenberg envisaged it 
"painted by Claude Monet and photographed 
by David Lean”. The aid result winds up as 
The Ibn Commandments by way of Joseph and 
His Technicolor DrecrmcoaL West End: Empire 
Leicester Square And local cinemas 

SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
WestEruL ABC Tottenham Court Road, Clapham 
Picture House, Empire Leicester Square, 
Nottmg HdL Coronet, Odeon Camden Tbum, 
Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon- 
Swiss Cottage, Ritzy Cinema, UO Whiteleys, 
WgmFullttimRoadVirgmTrxx^eroRepertory: 
WstermansArts Centre And local cinemas 

THE THIN RED LINE (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 

West End: Clapham Picture House, Cate Nottmg 
HiO, Odeon Camden Tbum. Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Leicester Square, Odeon Marble Arch, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, Ritzy Cinema, Screen on 
fte Green, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Ch&sea. Virgin 
FuDuxmRoad.Andlocol cinemas 

THIS YEAR’S LOVE (18) 

A cast of Britain’s finest (Kathy Burke. Ian Hart, 
Douglas HenshaQ etaD^ weave through David Kane^ 
Camden-set essay on urban romance. Although 
generally witty and well-observed, the film cranks 
•v fant mig ht hzve hee?\ a suhEme one-hour teteplay 
into double its natural length. West End: Clapham 
Picture House, Odeon Camden Toum, Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss 
Cottage, Odeon West End, Ritzy Cinema, UCI 
Whitdeys, Virgin Chdsea. And local cinemas 

TITANIC TOWN 15) 

All aboard for Trimbles-hit Belfast, circa 1972. The 
IRA and British forces are taking potshots at 
parh other in the streets. Civilians are dying in 
the crossfire. To the rescue comes Julie Walters 
concerned local mum, who lobbies for a ceasefire 
and finds herself caught between the opposing 
frictions. Fbr a film impKcilly about rage and^ waste, 
it’s a little low on dramatic oomph. West End: ABC 
Swiss Centre. Local: KUbum Tricycle Cinema 

URBAN LEGEND (18) 

J a mie Blanks' new stalk-and-slash romp clones 
Scream's tics, twists and in-jokes in much the 
same way that its campus killer mimics the crimes 

of popular myth. The result is a strangely bland 
t>nri jrn» p pqp qiM»ntfal bloodbath: fresh-faced teens 
mppfing their grisly end in a drama as cold and 
as a daytime talk show. West End: UCI 
Whitdeys, Virgin Trocadero, WamerVUlageWest 
End And local cinemas 

YOU’VE GOT MAIL (PG) 

Rifling off the template of her earfier Sleepless in 
Seattle, director Nora Ephron ushers her favourite 
pairing of Thm Hanks and Meg Ryan through a 
contrived romantic comedy that’s zapped out of 
its old-fashioned rut by a shrewd Internet plot 
hook West End* ABC Tottenham Court Road, 
BadricanScreen,Claph(miPictareHoiise,Odeon 
CarndenTbicm,OdeonKensayjton,OdeanMaible 


Festen (15) 

Danish director Thomas 
Vmierberg's superlative black 
comedy {rigfv) concerns the 
60th birthday of a family 
patriarch who finds himself at 
the centre of dark secrets that - * 
un expectantly emerge. 


The Thin Red Line (15) 

Terrence Malicfc returns to the screen after a 
20-year absence with a hugely ambitious film about 
the battle of Guadalcanal A war movie of a sort, 
though what that sort might be is uncertain. 

Affliction (15) 

Paul Schrader's bleak study in fatherhood and 
fatalism, adapted from Russell Banks's novel, 
stars Nick Nolle as a man stru ggling to escape the 
influence of his violent dad (James Coburn). 

Shakespeare in Love (1 5) 

This enjoyable romp suggests how romance fired 
Shakespeare with the creative inspiration for 
Romeo and Juliet. Joseph Fiennes and Gwyneth 
Paltrow bead a multi-star cast. 

The Opposite of Sex (18) 

Christina Ricci plays 1 6-year-old bhcb-cm-wheels 
Dedee, shooting from the Up and cauang all 
kinds of havoc when she moves in with her 
mild-mannered half-brother (Martin Donovan). 

Anthony Quinn 


Copenhagen 

(Duchess Theatre. London) 

Michael Frayn’s profound and haunting 
meditation on science, morality and the mysteries 
of human motivation. To 7 Aug 

Oklahoma! (Lyceum Theatre, London) 
Widely regarded as the best ever, Trevor Nunn's 
glorious production of the Rodgers and Hammeistein 
classic fully deserves its West End transfer. To 26Jun 


The Memory of Water 

(Vaudeville Theatre, 
London) 

Alison Steadman pulls off 
one of the funniest, truest 
drunk scenes ever in Shelagh 
Stephenson's fine play (righi) 
about sisters brought 
together for their mother's 
funeral. To22Mav 


The Dispute (The Other Race. Stratford) 
Marivaux's mordant IStb-centuiy play about a 
sexual experiment is brought to life in this 
RSOLyric Hammersmith co-production. To JO Mar 

A Passionate Woman 

(Leicester Haymarket) 

Genuinely funny and moving. Kay Mcllor's play 
is much more than a S/rirhy Valentine re-run as 
penned by some cut-price .“Jan BennctL To 20 Mar 

Paul Taylor 



Portraits by Ingres (National Gallery) 

Some of the most intense portraiture ever. Women: 
exquisite melanges of flesh and fabric, dreams uf 
sex and money. To 25 Apr 

Andreas Gursky (Serpentine Gallery) 
Photographs 1994-9& Huge.widu-ririon, 
high-finish, micro-deiailcd. digitally manipulated 
images of our world. Ends Sun 

Peter Dofg & Udomsak Krfsanamis 

(Fruicmarkec. Edinburgh) 

Tfro painters collaborate. Doig’s sizzling, curdling, 

overloaded landscapes mix with Krisanaraiss 
collages of cultural detritus and noodles. To 27 Mar 

Richard Deacon 

(Tate Gallery, Liverpool) 

“New World Order": more curvaceous assemblages 
of wood, metal, glass and plastic - some gigantic, 
some humble - by the noted Eighties sculptor. 

What do they mean? No one knows. To In M,iy 


Disasters of War 

(Wolverhampton 
Art Gallery) 

Three ages of European 
war through (he etchings of 
Jacques CalloL Goya and 
Otto Dix. Black-and-white 
\isions (rig/u) front the 
blackest of times. To 20 Mar 



Tom Lubbock 


Cinema 

WEST END 

ABC PANTON STREET 

(0870-902 0404) -0- Piccadilly 
Circus Elizabeth 2.15pm, 5.15pm. 
8.15pm Lock. Stock & Two 
Smoking Barrels 1.15pm. 3. 40pm. 
6.10pm, 8.35pm Jt (Pi) 1.30pm, 
335pm, 6.15pm, 8.45pm Two 
Girls and a Guy 4pm. 8.45pm 

ABC PICCADILiy 

(0171-287 4322 (from rpm) 

e PfccadiDy Circus Buffalo 66 
330pm. 8.15pm Hamam: The 
lUridsti Bath 1 35pm. 6pm Owed 
1.30pm, 3.55pm. 6.1 5pm, 8.40pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(0870-902 0402) «■ Leicester 
Square Affliction 1.10pm. 3.40pm, 
6.05pm. 8.30pm 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403) e Leicester 
Square/RccacfiUy Circus hEdeous 
Kinky 2pm. 4.20pm. 6.35pm. 
8.45pm I Think I Do 1.10pm, 
3.10pm. 5.10pm. 7.10pm, 9.10pm 
Titanic Town 235pm. 4.35pm. 
6.45pm. 8.55pm La Vie Rente des 
Anges 1.25pm. 3.45pm. 6.05pm, 
835pm 

ABC TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) -O Tottenham 
Court Road A Bug's Life 1 .20pm. 
4pm. 6.40pm Little Voice 9pm 
Shakespeare in Love t.lOpm. 
3.50pm. 6.30pm. 9.25pm You’ve 
Got M@il 1pm. 3.40pm. 630pm. 
9.15pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 

(0171-638 8891) O Moorgate the 
39 Steps (1935 Version] 6.30pm. 
8.40pm KbuVe Got WH90 6pm. 
8.40pm 

CHELSEA CINEMA 

(0171-351 3742) e Stoane Square 
Festen 2pm, 4.15pm. 6.30pm, 
8.50pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323) O- Clapham 
Common Festen 2.15pm, 430pm, 
6.50pm, 9.10pm Shakespeare in 
Love 4.15pm. 920pm The Thin 
Red Line 1 .15pm. 4.45pm. 8.1 5pm 
This Year's Love 1.45pm. 6.40pm 
Kbu’ve Got M@Q 130pm. 4pm, 
630pm. 9pm 

CURZON MAYFAIR 

(0171-369 1720) -O Green Park 
La Vita e Bella 1pm. 3.30pm, 
6pm, 8.40pm 

CURZON M1NEMA 

(0171-369 1723) -O Hyde Park 
Comer/Knlghcsbridge Elizabeth 
3pm, 6.30pm, 8.50pm 

CURZON SOHO 

(0171-73* 2255 (12noon-6pm)) 
■©■ Leicester Square Festen 
2.15pm, 4.30pm, 7pm. 9.30pm 
Hilary and Jackie 1 .30pm. 4pm, 
6.45pm. 9.15pm La Vita ft Bella 
1pm. 4.15pm. 6.30pm. 9pm 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 

(0990-888990) ■©■ Leicester Square 
Meet Joe Black 12noon. 3.40pm. 
7.20pm. 11pm The Prince or 
Egypt 3.15pm, 6pm. 8.15pm 
Psycho 11.15pm Shakespeare in 
Love 12.15pm, 3pm. 5.50pm. 
8.45pm. 1 1 .35pm 

GATE NOTTING HILL 

(0171-727 4043) & NOCCing Hill 
Gate Days of Heaven 11.15pm 
The Thin Red Line 1.1 0pm. 
4.30pm, 7.50pm 


METRO 

(0171-734 1506) ^ PtccadUty 
Circus Ferdlta Durango 2.30pm. 
4.45pm. 7 pm. 9.15pm Ybur 

Friends and Neighbors 2pm. 
4.15pm. 6.30pm, 8.45pm 

NOTTING HILL CORONET 

(0171-727 6705) -B Netting Hill 
Gate Shakespeare fn Love 
2.45pm. 5.45pm. 8.30pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) «■ Camden Town 
Beloved 7.50pm A Bug's Life 
11.55am. 2.15pm, 4.35pm Enemy 
of the State n ,40pm Penfita 
Durango 1 1-2 5 pm Shakespeare in 
Love 12.15pm. 235pm. 5.40pm, 
8 -2 0pm. lipm The TNn Red Line 
11.55am. 335pm. 7.50pm. 

11.10pm This Year's Love 
12.55pm. 3.25pm. 6.05pm. 9pm, 
1 1.20pm YbuVe Got M@il 
12.25pm. 3pm. 530pm. 825pm 

ODEON HAYMARKET 
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Wed End Arid locc&cmernas ^^^C^Virgm RtS 


PflpfTED ANGELS (15) 

T.'l angels are whores: the paint from the 

gfoonnerendofihepafetto. Jon Sanders’ rerisiOTst 

western rerofresarounda frontier brothdpresoed 
over by Brenda Fricter’s no-nonsense madairt 
EarthR naturalistic acting goes hand-inland 
with Gerald Backer's evocative vlsuato. 
the resolutely downbeat handhng makes It slow 
going at times. West aid" Renoir 


Rood, Virgin Haymarket, Virgin Trocadero, 
Warner Village West End. And local cinemas 

YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS 08) 

Another troubling X-ray of American mores from 
In the Company of Men director Neil LaBute, 
which looks like a carbon copy of the (Erector's 
debut West End- Metro, Virgin Haymarket. 
Local Elephant & Castle Coronet 


ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007) « High Street 
K ensington Beloved 8.30pm 
A Bug’s Ufa 12.45pm, 3.15pm. 
5.45pm Enemy of the State 
12.15am Shakespeare in Love 
3.25pm. 620pm. 9.15pm. 12.1 tom 
The TNn Red Line 12.45pm. 
8.05pm. 1 T.45pm This Year's love 
1.40pm. 7pm. 9.40pm. 12.20am 


La Vita ft Bella 3.50pm. 6.40pm. 
920pm, 1 2.20am Vbu’ve Got 
M<§>U 12.45pm. 3.40pm. 6 35pm. 
9.30pm. 12.15am 

ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 

(08705-050007) e Leicester 
Square The Thin Red Line 
12.40pm. 4.10pm. 7.45pm. 

1 1 .25pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) e Marble Arch 
A Bug's Life 1.55pm. 4.05pm. 
6.30pm Daag 11.40pm Enemy of 
the State 9.05pm Holy Man 
1 1 35pm Shakespeare in Love 
1235pm, 3.35pm. 6.20pm. 

9.10pm The Thin Red Line 

I. 05pm. 4.40pm. 8.15pm. 

I I. 50pm This Year's Love 125pm. 
4pm. 6.40pm. 9.15pm, 11.45pm 
YtXiVe Got M@Q 12.45pm. 
3.30pm, 6.10pm, 9pm, 1 1.40pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) e Leicester 
Square A Bug's Life 2.25pm. 
4.30pm. 6.35pm. 8.45pm 

Elizabeth T2.35pm. 3.05pm. 

5.35pm. 8.20pm Lock. Stock & 
TWo Smoking Barrels 1.25pm. 
3.55pm, 6.20pm. 8.45pm The 
Siege 1.15pm. 3.40pm, 6.05pm. 
8.30pm There's Something 
About Mary 12.45pm. 3.15pm. 
5.45pm. 8.20pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

(08705-050007) G- Swiss Cottage 
Beloved 1 .45pm. 7.45pm A 

Bug’s Life 12.15pm, 2.20pm. 
4.35pm, 6.40pm Hideous Kinky 
830pm Uttle Voice 5.35pm 
Shakespeare in Love 12.10pm. 
2.55pm. 5.40pm, 8.25pm The 
Thin Red Line 12.35pm. 4.05pm. 
7.45pm This Year’s Love 
12.55pm. 3.25pm, 6pm. 8.35pm 
'fou’ve Got M@il 12.15pm. 
2.45pm. 5.30pm. 8.15pm 

ODEON WEST END 

(08705-050007) -G Leicester 
Square Uttle Vbice 1 .55pm. 
4.10pm. 6.30pm. 8.55pm This 
Year's Love 1.15pm. 3.40pm. 
6.15pm. 8.50pm 

PEPSI IMAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) e Piccadilly 
Orcus Everest 4.45pm, 9.05pm 
13 (IMAX) 2.40pm. 7pm T-Reuc 
Back to the Cretaceous (3-D) 
1.35pm, 3.40pm. 5.45pm. 8pm, 
10.05pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-888990) » Piccadilly Orcus 
A Bug’s Ufe 135pm. 4pm. 9pm 
Saving Private Ryan 12.15pm. 
4.15pm, 7.45pm Star Trek: 

Insurrection 1 20pm. 3.40pm, 

6pm, 8.30pm The Truman Show 
1 pm. 3.1 5pm. 6.1 5pm. 8.45pm 

RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) e Russell Square 
Affliction 1.35pm. 3.55pm. 

6.20pm. 8.45pm Hideous Kinky 

I. 50pm. 6.35pm Painted Angels 
4.10pm, 8.55pm 

RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229) BfVO Brtxton 
Beloved 1.45pm. 5.15pm. 

8.40pm, 12mrdnighc A Bug's Ufe 
2.20pm. 4.40pm The 

Fountainhead 2.30pm How Stella 
Got her Groove Back 11.45pm 
Shakespeare tn Love 2pm. 
425pm. 6.50pm. 9.25pm. 

II. 50pm The Thin Red Line 

I. 50pm. 5.10pm. 8.30pm. 

II. 55pm La Vita ft Bella 6.45pm. 
9.15pm This Year’s Love 4.35pm. 
6.55pm. 9.10pm. 1 1.40pm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 2772) ^ Baker Street 
Festen 3.10pm. 6.35pm. 8.50pm 
You've Got M@ii 3.35pm. 
6.10pm. 8.40pm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(0171-226 3520) « Angel The 
Thin Red Une 3pm, 7.30pm 

SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 3366) e Beisire Park 
La Vita ft Bella 2.15pm. 4.30pm. 
6.50pm, 9.15pm 

UO WHITELEYS 

(0990-888990) ■& Bayswater 

Beloved 1.15pm, 5.05pm. 

8.40pm A Bug's Life 11.45am. 
2pm. 4.30pm, 7pm Hideous 
Kinky 12.15pm. 2.40pm. 4.50pm. 
7.20pm, '9.40pm Madeline 
1.35pm Shakespeare in Love 
12.45pm, 3,50pm, 6.4Qpm, 

9.30pm The Thin Red Line 1pm. 
4.40pm. 8.30pm lhts Year’s Love 
3.40pm, 6.30pm. 9pm Urban 
Legend 9 20pm La Vita e Bella 
12nP6n, 3.10pm. 6pm. 

8.50pmVbu've Got M@fl 
12.30pm. 3.30 ftl 6.20pm. 

9.10pm 

VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-907 071 0) © Sloane Square 
A Bug’s Ufe 2.35pm. 4.50pm 
The Thin Red Une 1pm, 4.30pm. 
8pm This Year’s Love 7pm. 
9.20pm La Vita e Bella 1.15pm. 
3.45pm. 6.15pm. 9pm You've 
Got M@i! 12.30pm. 3.15pm, 


Got M@i! 
6pm. 8.55pm 


VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(0870-907 0771) e South 

Kensington Hideous Kinky 220pm. 
4.40pm. 7pm, 9.20pm Uttle Voice 

I. 20pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 9pm The 
Opposite of Sex 2pm, 420pm. 
6.50pm. 9.30pm Shakespeare in 
Lone 12.40pm. 320pm. 6pm, 
8.50pm The Thin Red Une 1 .40pm. 
5.10pm. 8.40pm Ifou've Got M@fl 
1pm. 3.40pm. 620pm, 9.10pm 

VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0870-907 0712) «■ Piccadilly 
Orcus La Vita ft Bella 12.50pm, 
3.20pm. 5.50pm. 825pm Ybur 
Friends and Neighbors 1.15pm, 
3.45pm. 6.15pm. 8.40pm You've 
Got M@il 12.40pm, 3.15pm. 
5.55pm. 8.45pm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 

(0870-907 0716} •» PlccacHly Orcus 
Beloved 12.50pm. 420pm. 8pm A 
Bug’s Ufe 12.50pm. 3.10pm. 
5.40pm. 8.10pm Bulworrh 1pm, 
3.30pm. 5.50pm. 820pm Enemy of 
the State 12noon, 250pm. 
5.40pm. 830pm. 11.20pm The 
Ex or ci st (25th Anniversary 
Rerelease) 1130pm How SeeOa 
Got her Groove Back 11.40pm 
Shakespeare in Love 12noon. 
2.40pm. 5.30pm, 820pm. 1 1 20pm 
Urban Legend 12.50pm. 3.30pm. 
6.10pm. 8.40pm. 11.10pm You've 
Got M@3 12.10pm. 2.50pm. 

5.40pm. 8.50pm. 1 1.30pm 

WARNER VILLAGE. WEST END 

(01 71 -437 4343) «■ Leicester Square 
Beloved 120pm. 4.50pm, 820pm 
A Bug’s Life 1 2.TCipm. 230pm. 
4.50pm. 7pm, 925pm Buhivorth 
3.45pm. 8.50pm, 1125pm Holy 
Man 1.10pm. 6.20pm Lock, Stock & 
TWo Smoking Barrets 11.50pm The 
Opposite of Sex 1250pm. 3.30pm. 
6.10pm. 8.40pm. 11.10pm Practical 
Magic 1.30pm. 4.15pm. 6.55pm 
Rish Hour 11.50pm Urban Legend 

II. 55am. 2.10pm. 4.30pm. 6.50pm. 
9.10pm. 11.35pm Very Bad Thkigs 
7.40pm. 4.10pm. 6.40pm. 9.05pm, 
11.30pm Yxi"ve Got M@i1 l2noorc 
lpm, 2.50pm. 3.40pm, 5.40pm. 
6.30pm. 8.30pm. 920pm. 10pm. 
1120pm. 12.10am. 

Cinema 

London Locals 

ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181-896 0066) ■©■ Park Royal 
Beloved 1.15pm. 4.45pm. 8.15pm 
A Bug's Ufe 2pm. 4.1 5pm. 6.25pm. 
8.30pm. 1 0.40pm Enemy of State 
12.1 Dam Holy Man 3.20pm. 
9.50pm How Stella Got her Groove 
Back 12.40pm. 5.50pm. 12.403m 
Shakespeare in Love 1.10pm. 
3.50pm. 6.40pm. 9.20pm The Thin 
Red Une 1pm. 1.30pm. 425pm. 
5.10pm. 7.50pm, 8.35pm. 

1 1 .30pm. 1 2midnight This Year's 
Love 12.40pm. 5.50pm, 12.40am 
Titanic Wed 2pm. 8.30pm Urban 
Legend 2pm. 4.30pm. 7.10pm. 
9.30pm, 1 2.30pm Very Bad Things 
12.20am You've Got M(g>il 1pm. 
3.30pm. 6.15pm. 9pm, 11.45pm 

BARNET 

ODEON (08705-050007) e- High 
Barnet A Bug's Ufe 2pm. 4pm. 
6pm Hilary and Jackie 4.10pm, 
8.45pm Uttle Voice 8.30pm Patch 
Adams 6.30pm Shakespeare hi 
Love 1.20pm. 3.45pm, 6.15pm. 
8.40pm The Thin Red Une 1 25pm. 
4.45pm. 7.55pm This Year's Love 
1.45pm. 6.30pm Titanic 2.30pm. 
7.30pm You've Got M@il 1.15pm. 
3.40pm. 625pm. 8.50pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870-902 0412) BR: Becken- 
ham Junction A Bug’s Ufe 1 2.45pm. 
3. 1 5pm, 5.45pm Jack Frost 1 2.45pm 
Little Voice 7.50pm. 9.50pm Shake- 
speare hi Love 325pm, 6.10pm, 
9. 1 0pm You've Got M@h 1 20pm. 
4pm. 6.45pm, 9.30pm 

bexleyheath 

dNEWORLD (0181-303 1550) BR: 
Bexleyheath A Bug's Ufe l2noon. 

I . 1 5pm. 2.20pm. 3.30pm, 5.40pm. 

7 .50pm. 9.50pm Holy Man 

I I , 45pm Uttle Voice 2. 1 5pm, 7pm 
Shakespeare fa Love 1.30pm. 4pm. 
6.30pm, 9.10pm. 11.55pm Step- 
mom 1.20pm, 4pm. 6.45pm. 
9.35pm. 1 2midnight The Thin Red 
Une 1.30pm. 4.30pm, 5.25pm. 
7.55pm, 8.55pm, 11.25pm This 
Year’s Love 2.10pm, 4.30pm. 
7.20pm. 9.40pm, 12.10am The 
human Show Wed 4pm. 6.30pm. 
9pm Urban Legend 12.45pm, 
2.55pm. 5.10pm. 7.25pm, 9.45pm. 

1 1 .55pm Very Sad Things 1 1 55pm 
La Vita e Bella 4.30pm. 9.15pm 
You've Got T 225pm, 2.50pm. 

5. 1 0pm. 7.30pm. 9.50pm. 12.1 5am 

BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR Bran- 
ley North A Bug's Ufe 2.40pm, 
4.55pm. 7.10pm Shakespeare in 
Love 4.05pm. 650pm. 9.30pm 
The Thin Red Une 1 .20pm. 5pm, 
8.35pm This Year's Love 9.40pm 
You've Got M@il 1pm. 3.55pm. 
6.45pm. 9.35pm 


CATFORD 

ABC (0181-698 3306) BR: Catford. 
A Bug’s Ufe 6pm This Year’s Love 
2.30pm, 8.30pm Ybu've Got M@il 
2.15pm. 5.15pm. 8.15pm 

CROYDON 

CLOCKTOWER (0181-253 1030) 
BR: West/East Croydon Hilary and 
Jackie 3.15pm. 5.50pm. 8.25pm 

SAFARI (0181-688 3422) BR: West 
Croydon. A Bug’s Ufe 5.40pm 
Holy Man 5.30pm, 8.15pm Hum 
Aapke Dll Mein Rehte Hain 
1 0.30pm Lai Baadshah 8pm, 1 1 pm 
Uttle Vbice 5.45pm, 8.1 Opm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-680 
8090) BR: East Croydon A Bug’s Life 
1255pm. 335pm. 6.30pm. 8.50pm. 
1 1 .20pm Enemy of State 1 1 .50pm 
Holy Man 12.30pm. 6pm How Stel- 
la Got her Groove Back 12.25am 
Shakespeare in Love 12.35pm, 
3.20pm. 6.15pm. 9.15pm, 12.05am 
Stepmom 3.10pm. 9pm The Thin 
Red Line 1 .10pm. 3.50pm. 4.50pm. 
7.40pm, 8.40pm. 11.30pm This 
Yiear’s Love 1 .30pm. 4.20pm. 7pm 
9.50pm. 12.30am Titanic Wed 

I. 35pm. 5.05pm. 8.45pm Urban 
Legend 1.40pm. 4.10pm, 650pm. 
9.40pm. 12.1 0am You've Got NI@U 
12.45pm, 3.40pm, 6.40pm. 925pm. 
12.20am 

DAGENHAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181 -592 2020) 
■©■ Dagenham Heathway Beloved 
2pm, 520pm, 8.50pm A Bug’s Life 
2pm. 4.10pm. 620pm, 8.30pm. 
1 0.40pm Enemy of State 12.10am 
Holy Man 4.30pm. 920pm Shake- 
speare in Love 3.30pm. 6pm. 
8.40pm. 1 1 ,30pm Stepmom 2pm. 
6.50pm The Thin Red Une 1 ,30pm, 
2pm. 4.50pm. 5.20pm. 8.10pm. 
8.55pm, 11.30pm. 12.1 0am This 
Year's Love 2.30pm. 4.50pm. 
7.10pm. 9.30pm. 11.50pm Urban 
Legend 3pm. 5.20pm. 7.30pm, 
9.40pm, 1 2midnight Very Bad Tilings 

II. 50pm Ybu've Got M@il 1.50pm, 
4.1 5pm. 6.40pm. 9.10pm. 1 1 .40pm 

EALING 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
907 0719) BR/ 1 © Ealing Broadway 
A Bug’s Ufe 1.45pm. 3.55pm 
Shakespeare in Love 6.10pm. 
8.50pm The Thin Red Line 1 .1 Opm. 
4.40pm. 8.1 5pm You’ve Got M@tl 
2.20pm. 5.40pm, 8.30pm 

EDGWARE 

BELLE-VUE (0181-381 2556) 
■a Edgware A Bug’s Ufe 5.40pm 
Kachche D ha age phone for times 
Kuch Kuril Hota HaJ phone for times 
Aa Ab Laut Chalen phone for 
times Stepmom 5.15pm. 8.15pm 
Zakhm phone for times 

EDMONTON 

L EE VALLEY UO 1 2 (0990-83B990) 
■©■Tottenham Hale Beloved 1 .45pm. 
5.40pm. 920pm. 1 1 ,40pm A Bug's 
Ufe 1 .05pm. 1 .30pm, 2pm. 3.25pm. 
4.05pm, 4.30pm, 6pm. 7.05pm, 
8.50pm Enemy of State 1 1.05pm 
Holy Man 1 2midnJghr How Stella Got 
her Groove Back 8.25pm. 1 1 -25pm 
Hum Aapke Dii Mein Rehte Hain 
9.30pm Jack Frost 2 .50pm. 520pm 
Uttle Voice 12.50pm. 3.45pm. 
6.40pm Madeline 2.1 5pm Rush 
Hour 1 2.1 5am Shakespeare in Love 
9.40pm. 12.25am Stepmom 420pm, 
7.20pm. 1 0.05pm The Thin Red Une 
12.15pm. 1.1 5pm. 3.35pm. 4. 50pm. 
7.40pm. 8.40pm, 1 1 20pm; Mon-Thu 

I. 15pm, 2.30pm. 4.50pm. 7.30pm. 
8.35pm This Year’s Love 12.40pm. 
3.05pm. 6.10pm. 9.15pm Urban 
Legend 7.55pm. 1020pm. 12.40am 
Very Bad Things 1 2.40am La Vita e 
Bella 1.15pm, 3.55pm. 6.55pm, 
9.55pm Ybu've Got M@fl 1 2.30pm. 
3.1 5pm. 6.20pm. 9.05pm. 1 1 .50pm 

ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 
ELEPHANT & CASTLE CORONET 
(0171-703 4968) e Elephant S 
Castle A Bug’s Life 4pm. 6.30pm. 
8.40pm This Ybar's Love 4.05pm. 
6.1 5pm. 8.40pm Ybur Friends and 
Neighbors 4.1 5pm, 6.35pm. 8.45pm 

FELTHAM 

dNEWORLD MOVIES (0181-867 
0555) BR; Fdtham Aa Ab Laut 
Chalen 11.10am. 2.35pm. 6.15pm. 
9.45pm Beloved 11.30am. 2.40pm. 
6pm. 8. 1 5pm A Bug’s Life 1 1 -30am. 
12.50pm. 1.45pm, 3pm, 4pm. 
5.10pm, 7.20pm. 9.20pm Daag 
230pm, 920pm Holy Man 1 1 .30am, 
5pm Hum Aapke DO Men Itehte Hain 
12.15pm. 3.50pm. 9pm Kachche 
Dhaage 11am. 5.15pm. 11.50pm 
Kaun 9.50pm, 12.1 (fam Kuril Kuch 
Hota Hai 11.20pm Lai Baadshah 

I I . 30am. 3pm, 6.20pm, 9.50pm La 
Warts 2pm. 8.30pm Little Vbtce 6pm 
Shakespeare in Love lpm. 3.40pm, 
630pm. 9.10pm, 11. 50pm Shahhed- 
e-Mohabbac 1 1.1 5am, 6pm Stepmom 
2pm. 730pm The Thin Red Lkie 1pm. 
4.30pm, 6.10pm. 8pm, 9.40pm, 

1 1 .30pm This Year’s Love 1 1 .30am. 

1 .45pm. 4pm. 8.55pm. 1 1 .1 5pm Ur- 
ban Legend 12.05pm, 2.25pm, 
5.10pm. 7.20pm. 9.40pm. 12.10am 
La Vita ft Bella 4pm. 6.35pm, 
12.1 5am Ybu've Got 1 1 ,10am. 
1.50pm, 4.25pm. 7pm. 9.30pm. 
12.10am 


NORTH FINCHLEY 
WARNER VILLAGE (0181-446 
9344} ■O' Easr Finchley A Bug's Ufe 
12.S0pm, 3.50pm. 6.50pm, 9pm 
Enemy of State 1 1 .50pm Shake- 
speare In Love 1.10pm, 4pm. 
6.35pm, 9.30pm The Thin Red Une 
12.40pm. 1.20pm. 4.30pm, 

5.10pm. 8.10pm. 8.50pm This 
Yftar’s Love 1.30pm. 4.20pm, 
6.40pm, 9.1 Opm. 12.10am Titan- 
ic Wed 2pm, 8.30pm Urban Legend 
2.10pm. 4.50pm. 7.20pm. 9.50pm. 
12.20am Very Bad Things 1 1 .30pm 
La Vita ft Bella 1 ,25pm. 4pm. 7pm, 
9.40pm You've Got M@li 1pm. 
3.40pm. 6.30pm, 9.20pm. 12.10am 

FINCHLEY ROAD 
WARNER VILLAGE (0171-604 
3059) ■©■ Finchley Road A Bug’s Ufe 
1.30pm, 4pm. 6.10pm. 8.20pm 
Holy Man 4.35pm. 9.30pm: Wed 
3.55pm Jack Frost 10.45am, 

1 .1 5pm Madeline 1 1 .55am. 
2.1Spm The Opposite of Sex 
2.20pm, 7pm Shakespeare in Love 
12.50pm. 3.35pm, 6.15pm,- 

9.15pm The Thin Red line 1pm, 
2pm. 4.25pm. 5.30pm, 8pm, 9pm 
This Year’s Love 1 .1 5pm. 3.40pm. . 
6.20pm. 8.40pm Titanic Wed 
12.30pm. 4.20pm. 8.10pm Urban 
Legend 2.1 5pm. 4.45pm. 7.10pm. 
9.40pm Very Bad Things 1 0.30pm 
You've Got M@i| 12.40pm. 
3.25pm. 6pm. 8.50pm 

GOLDERS GREEN 

ABC (0181-455 1724) OGolders 
Green You’ve Got M@il 2.45pm. 
5.30pm. 8.15pm 

GREENWICH 

GREENWICH CINEMA (0181-293 
0101) BR; Greenwich Shakespeare 
in Love 7pm The Thin Red Une 
4pm. 7.30pm. 1 0.55pm This Year’s 
Love 4.40pm. 9.20pm. 11.40pm 
You've Got M@il 3.55pm, 6.30pm. 
9pm. 1 1 ,30pm 

HAMMERSMITH 

VIRGIN (0870-907 0718)0 Raven- 
scourt Park/Hammersmith A Bug’s 
Ufe 1 .30pm. 4pm. 6.20pm Shake- 
speare in Love 12.50pm, 3.30pm, 

6. 1 Opm. 9. 1 0pm The Thin Red Une 
1pm. 4.30pm, 8pm This Ifear’s Lowe 
9pm You've Got M@il 1 pm. 
3.40pm. 6.1 5pm, 8.50pm 

HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-902 0413) D- BeJslze 
Park A Bug’s Ufe 4pm, 6.20pm 
Shakespeare in Love 5.15pm. 
8.1 5pm This Year’s Love 1 .25pm, 
8.30pm Ybu’ve Got M@il 2pm. 
5.40pm. 8.20pm 

HARROW 

SAFARI CINEMA (0181 -426 0303) 

■©• Harrow -on- the-Hill Fire 7pm 
Hum Aapke DII Mein Rehte Hain 
1 .30pm, 5pm. 8.45pm Lai Baad- 
shah 8.45pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-427 
9009] •©• Harrow on Hill Beloved 

I . 40pm. 5.1 0pm. 8.40pm A Bug’s 

Ufe 1 1am. 1,30pm, 4pm, 6.20pm, 
8.50pm. 11.10pm Enemy of State 
12.10am La Vita e Bella 1.20pm. 
7.20pm; Wed 5.50pm Shakespeare 
In Love 1pm. 3.40pm. 6.40pm. 
9.30pm Stepmom 4.20pm. 9.50pm 
The Thin Red Line 12 noon. 
12.20pm, 3.30pm. 4.10pm. 

7.10pm. 8pm. 1 0.40pm This Year's 
Love 12.S0pm. 3.50pm, 6.30pm. 
9.10pm. 12mldnlght Urban Legend 

I I . 4Ctam. 2. 1 0pm. 4. 30pm, 6.50pm. 
9.20pm, 1 1 .40pm Very Bad Things 
11.30pm You've Got M@i! 
12.30pm. 3.20pm. 6,10pm. 9pm, 

1 1 .50pm 

HOLLOWAY 

ODEON (08705-050007) e Hol- 
loway Road Beloved 1.45pm, 
5.15pm. 8.45pm A Bug's Life 
1 ,05pm. 1 .30pm. 3.20pm. 3.30pm, 
5.35pm. 5.40pm. 7.50pm. 10.05pm 
Holy Man 1 2.20pm. 2.40pm. 5pm 
How Stella Got Her Groove Back 
9.30pm Uttle Voice 7.20pm Shake- 
speare in Love 1.15pm. 4.05pm, 
6.50pm. 9.35pm The Thin Red Une 
1.20pm. 4.55pm. 8.40pm This 
Year's Love 2.10pm, 4.40pm. 
7.10pm. 9.50pm Uitoan Legend 
7.45pm, 10pm Ybu’ve Got M@il 
1 .25pm. 4.1 0pm. 6.55pm, 9.40pm 

ILFORD 

ODEON (08705-050007) G- Gants 
Hill A Bug’s Life 1 1 .40am, 2 pm, 
4,30pm, 6.40pm, 8.50pm Fire Tue 
1.40pm. 4.10pm. 6.30pm, 

8.45pm Little Voice 6.20pm 
Madeline 1 .30pm, 3.40pm Shake- 
speare In Love 1 2.05pm. 2.50pm. 
5.20pm. 8.10pm The Thin Red 
Une 12.30pm. 4pm. 7.30pm This 
Year's Love 8.25pm You've Got 
M@il 12noon, 2.40pm. 5.30pm, 
8.20pm 

KILBURN TRICYCLE CINEMA 

(0171-328 1000) ■& KUbum Titanic 
Town 4pm. 6.30pm, 8.45pm 

KINGSTON 

ABC OPTIONS (0870-902 0409) BR: 
Kingston A Bug’s Life 5.35pm Shake- 
speare in Love 2.10pm. 5.25pm. 
8.10pm This Year’s Lowe 2.15pm. 
8.20pm Ybu’ve Got M@U 2.10pm. 
5.45pm 
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MUSWELL HILL 

ODEON (08705-0500Q?) High- 
gate The Thin Red Line 1.10pm, 
4.39pm. 7.50pm This Vfear's Love 
8.45pm You’ve Cot M@ii 2.30pm. 
5.30pm. 8.30pm 

PECKHAM 

PECKHAM PREMIER (OI 81-235 
3006) BR: ffeckham Rye Beloved 
4.05pm. 7.35pm. 10.55pm A Bug’s 
Ufe 5pm. 7pm Enemy of State 
1 1.50pm Holy Man 4 20pm. 6J50pm, 
9.20pm. 1 1.50pm How Scdla Got 
her Groove Bach 9.05pm. 1 1 .40pm 
Shakespeare in Love 7.15pm Hie 
Thin Red Line 4pm, 7.30pm. 
I0.55pm This Year's Loire 4.35pm, 
9.30pm Ybu’ve Got M@H 4.15pm. 
6.45pm, 9.15pm, 1 1.45pm 

PURLEY 

ABC (0870-902 0407) BR. Parley 
A Bug's Life 6pm Hilary and Jack- 
ie 2. lOpm, 5.10pm. 7.55pm Shake- 
speare In Love 2.25pm. 8.15pm 
Ybu’ve Cot M@il 2pm. 5pm, 8pm 

PUTNEY 

ABC (0870-902 0401) ■©■ Pumey 
Bridge. A Bug’s Ufe 2.1 5pm Shake- 
speare m Love 1pm, 3.45pm, 
6.30pm. 9.15pm This fear's Love 
4.45pm, 7. 1 5pm. 9.45pm feuVe Got 
M@B 1pm. 3.45pm 6.30pm, 9.30pm 

RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR/O 
Richmond Shakespeare In Love 
1 2. 30pm 320pm. 6.30pm, 9. 1 0pm 
The Thin Red Line 12.50pm, 
4.30pm, 8.1 0pm You've Got M@U 
lpm. 3.50pm. 6.30pm. 9.10pm 

ODEON STUDIO (08705-050007) 
BR/& Richmond Beloved 1pm. 
4.30pm, 8.20pm A Bug’s Ufe 
2.30pm. 4.50pm. 7.1 0pm. 9.30pm 
Hilary and Jackie 1 ,40pm. 7pm Uc- 
tle Voice 4.20pm. 9.30pm This 
Year's Love 1.30pm. 4.10pm. 
6.40pm. 9.20pm 

ROMFORD 

ABC (0870-902 041 9} BR: Romford. 
A Bug's Ufe 4.40pm Holy Man 
2.30pm. 8.15pm Jack Frost 6pm 
This Year's Love 2.15pm. 8.35pm 
You've Got 2.25pm. 5.30pm. 

8.10pm 

ODEON LIBERTY 2 (08705- 
050007) BR: Romford Beloved 
2.20pm. 5.25pm, 8.30pm A Bug's 
Life 12. 70pm. 2pm. 2.30pm. 
4.15pm. 4.50pm. 6.30pm, 1pm. 
8.40pm Holy Man 1 pm. 3.45pm Lit- 
tle Voice 9pm Shakespeare In Love 
12.35pm. 3.10pm. 5.45pm. 8.1 5pm 
Stepmom 1 2 noon The Thin Red 
Line 1.15pm. 4.45pm. 8.20pm This 
Year's Love 1.30pm. 4.40pm. 
6.95pm. 9.15pm Urban Legend 
6.45pm, 9pm You've Got M@fl 
12.45pm. 3.30pm. 6.1 5pm. 9pm 

SIDCUP 

ABC (0541-555131) BR: Sidcup 
A Bug's Ufe 6pm Shakespeare In 
Love 2.30pm. 8.20pm You've Got 
M@il 2.15pm. 5.15pm. 8.15pm 

STAPLES CORNER 
VIRGIN (0870-907 0717) BR: Crick- 
lewood A Bug's Ufe 1pm. 3.30pm. 
6pm. 8.30pm Holy Man 12noonHow 
SteOa Got her Groove Back 1 l_30pm 
Shakespeare in Love 3.10pm. 
5.50pm. 8.50pm. 1 1 .45pm The Thin 
Red Line 1.15pm. 4 45pm. 8.20pm 
This fear's Love 1.30pm, 4pm. 
6.30pm. 9pm, 12midnight Urban 
Legend 2pm. 4.20pm. 6.45pm. 
9.1 5pm. 12midnlght You've Got 
M@il 1pm. 3.45pm. 6.20pm. 9pm, 

1 1 .45pm 

STRATFORD 

NEW STRATFORD PICTURE 
HOUSE (0181-555 3366) BR/* 
Stratford East A Bug's Ufe 1 .30pm. 
3.35pm. 5.40pm How Stella Got 
Her Groove Back 10pm The -Thin 
Red Line 2pm. 5.30pm, 9pm This 
Year’s Love 2.30pm, 5.05pm. 
7.35pm, 9.55pm La Vita t Bella 
7 35pm Ybu’ve Got M@fl 1.30pm. 
4.15pm. 7pm. 9.45pm 

STREATHAM 

ABC (0870-902 0415) BR: 
StTentham Hill Hilary and Jackie 
2.1 Opm. 5.25pm, 8. 1 5pm The Op- 
posite of Se* 2 20pm. 5.25pm, 
8.35pm Shakespeare in Love 

2 25pm. 5.35pm. 8.25pm 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR: 
Sueatham Hill Beloved 1.15pm, 
4.45pm. 8.15pm A Bug’s Ufe 
12.20pm. 2.40pm, 5pm, 7.20pm 
How Stella Got her Groove Back 
1.20pm. 4pm, 6.50pm, 9.35pm 
The Thin Red Line 1.1 Opm. 4. 40pm, 
8.10pm This Year's live 9.40pm 
You've Got M@B 1 .40pm, 4 20pm. 
7pm. 9 40pm 

SURREY QUAYS 

UO SURREY QUAYS (0990-888990) 

© Surrey Quays Beloved 1 .40pm. 

5 1 5pm. 8.55pm A Bug's Ufe 1 pm, 
2pm. 3.30pm. 4 30pm. 6pm. 7pm. 

5 15pm Holy Man 1 1.1 5pm How 
Stella Got her Groove Back 9.45pm 
Jack Frost 2.15pm. 4 45pm Uttle 
Voice 6.10pm Madeline 1.20pm, 
3.«0pm My Name Is Joe Tue 
! 20pm, 3.40pm. 6 I Opm. 8.25pm 
Rush Houri 2.1 Oam Shakespeare in " 
Love 12.45jwn. 4pm. 6.45pm. 

9 lityni Stepmom 8 25pm There’s 
Something About Mary 11.30pm 
The Thin Red Une 1 2.1 5pm. 

3 Sltym. 7.30pm. 1 lpm TMs Year's 
Love 2 30pm. 5pm. 7 20pm, 10pm 
Urban Legend « 10pm. 9 40pm. 
)2midniglir YouVe Got M@il 
12 30pm, 3. 15pm. 6 30pm, 9 1 5pm. 

1 1 50pm 

SUTTON 

UC1 6 (0990-8889901 BR: Sutton/ 

^ Mention A Bug's Life 12 50pm. 

3 30pm. 6pm. 8.20pm. 1 1pm Little 
Voice 3 40pm. 8.50pm Madeline 
9 55am. 1 ?nom. 3pm Shakespeare 
in Love 12.35pm. 4 05pm. 6.50pm. 

9 30pm. 12. 10am Stepmom 1.05pm 
5.46pm There’s Something About 
Mary 1 1 30pm The Thin Red Une 
1 20pm. 4.50pm, 8 35pm This 
Year's Love 1 35pm. 3.55pm. 

6 20pm. 9.45pm. 12 15am Ybu*ve 
Got M®il 12.20pm, 3.15pm, 

6 30pm, 9 1 5pm. l2midmglil 

TURNPIKE LANE 

CORONET (01 S 1 -4388 2519) 0 
Turnpike Law; A Bug's Ufe 4pm, 
6.30pm. 8 40pm This Year's Love 

4 05pm. 6 20pm. 8.35pm Ybu’ve 
Got Mi^i! 3.30pm. 6pm. 8.25pm 


WILLESDEN 
BELLE- VUE (0161-830 0822) 
9 Wfflesden Green A Bug's Ufe 
4.30pm Stepmom 6.20pm. 9pm 

WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (Q8705-050007) BR/G 
Wimbledon A Bug’s Life 1.10pm, 
3.05pm. 5pm. 6.55pm Enemy of 
State 11.10pm Lirde Voice 830pm 
Shakespeare In Love 2.30pm 
5.35pm. 8.20pm The Thin Red Une 
12.50pm. 4.10pm, 7.40pm, T0.55pm 
This fear's Low 6.1 0pm. 8.40pm 
11 .1 5pm Ywi’w Got IWgfll 2.25pm. 
3.10pm. 5.50pm. 830pm. 11.15pm 

WOOD GREEN 
NEWCURZON (0181-347 6664} 
Turnpike Lane Kachche Dhaage 
7.1Spm, 10.45pm Kuch Kuch Hota 
Hal 3.30pm 

WOODFORD 

ABC (0181-989 3463) « South 
Woodford A Bug’s Life 5.50pm Hi- 
lary and Jackie 2.50pm. 8.1 5pm 
Shakespeare In Love 2.40pm 
5. 30pm. 8. 1 Opm feu've Got M@fl 
2.30pm. 5.20pm. 8.10pm 

WOOLWICH 

CORONET (0181-854 5043) BR: 
Woolwich Arsenal A Bug’s Life 
4pm. 6.30pm, 8. 40pm You've Got 
WHgHI 3.30pm. 6pm. 8.25pm 


Cinema 


Repertory 


LONDON 
ONE LUMIERE Queensberry Place. 
SW7 (0171-838 2144/2146) Les 
Detnolsefles de Rochefort (NQ 7pm 

ICA CINEMA The Mall, SW1 (0171- 
930 3647) fe’M-e-GuKass (PG) 
5pm La None (18) 6.30pm Bashu, 
The Utde Stranger (NC) 7pm Bh 
cyderan (U) 9.15pm Red Desert 
(15) 9.15pm 

THE LUX CINEMA Hoxton Square, 
N1 (0171-684 0201) So That Ybu 
Can Live (For Shirley) (NC) 7pm 
Instrument (NC) 9pm 

NATIONAL FILM THEATRE South 
Bank.SE! (0171-928 3232) La Belle 
et la Bete (PG) 2.30pm Carlton 
Browne of the FO: Stricdy T-T (NQ 
6.15pm Kinl and Adams (NC) 
6.30pm The Buddha of Suburbia 
Parts One and Two: Hanif Kurelsht 
(NC) 7.30pm La Vie Revee des 
Anges (18) 8.30pm The Guardian 
Interview with Idrtssa Ouedraogo: 
Cries of the Heart (NC) 8.45pm 

PHOENIX CJNEMA High Road. N2 
(0181-444 6789) Hilary and Jack- 
ie (15) 3pm, 6.10pm. 8.50pm 

PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place. 
WC2 (0171-437 8181) 54 (15) 
1.30pm Rush Hour (15) 4pm Blade 
(18 1 6. 30pm The Rocky Horror Pic- 
ture Show (IS) 11.45pm 

RIO CINEMA KIrigstand High Street. 
E8 (0171-254 6677) Closed 

RIVERSIDE STUDIOS CINEMA 
Crisp Road, W6 (0171-420 0100) 
The Dead (U) 7pm + Dandng at 
Lughnasa 8.45pm 

WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE High 
Street, Brentford. Middlesex (01 81- 
568 1176) Shakespeare In Love 
(15) 1 .30pm. 4.30pm, 9pm La Vi- 
ta i Bella (PG) 6.45pm 

BRIGHTON 

DUKE OF YORK'S CINEMA 
(01273-602503) La Vita e Bella 
(PG) 1 .45pm. 6.30pm Your Friends 
and Neighbors (18) 4.30pm. 
8.50pm The Gospel According to 
St Matthew (U) 11.15pm 

BRISTOL 

WATERSHED (Q1 1 7-925 3845) La 
Vita 6 Bella (PG) 6pm, 8-30pm To 
Have and Have Not (PG) 6.10pm 
La Oasse de Neige (15) 8.20pm 

CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS CINEMA (01223-504444) 
La Vita A Bella (PG) 12.15pm. 
7.10pm Fes ten (The Celebration) 

( 1 5) 2 . 30pm. 9. 20pm Angels with 
Dirty Faces (NC) 5pm 

CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01222- 
399666) Hilary and Jackie (15) 
6.15pm. 8.45pm The Petrified 
Forest (NC) 7.30pm 

CHICHESTER 

NEW PARK FOJtfl CENTRE (01243- 
786650) Hilary and Jackie (IS) 
2.30pm. 5.15pm Meet Joe Black 
(12) 8pm 

IPSWICH 

IPSWICH FILM THEATRE (01473- 
215544) a (P|) (15) 6pm, 8.15pm 
Hideous Kinky (15) 6.15pm. 8.30pm 

NORWICH 

CINEMA CITY (01603-622047] Hi- 
lary and Jackie (15) 5.45pm. 8. 1 5pm 

PLYMOUTH 

PLYMOUTH ARTS CENTRE 
101752-206114) The Acid House 
(18) 6pm, 8.30pm 


CINEMA 

COUNTRYWIDE 


Theatre 

West End 

Ticket availability details are for to- 
day; times and prices for the week; 
running times include Intervals. • 
— Seats at all prices I — Seats at 
some prices O — Returns only 
Matinees — [1]: Sun. [3]: Tue. (4): 
Wfed, PI: Thur. [6J: Fri. (7j: $at 

◦ ALARMS AND EXCURSIONS 

Michael Frayn's new cometjy about 
a dinaer party which is interrupted 
by mysterious messages stars Efe- 
iuaty Kendal and Joae Lawrence, 
Gielgud Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 
(0171-494 5065) e PIcc Clrc. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [5lf7| 3pm, ends 
6 Mar. E19 50-E27.50. £12.50- 
£17.50 (restricted views). 1 30 mins. 

• AMADEUS David Suchet stars 
as Salieri in Peter Shaffer’s ac- 
claimed drama. Old Vic The Cut. SE1 
(0171-928 7616/CC 420 0000) 
BR/9 Waterloo. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
(4) (7) 2.30pm. £7.50-£30. 180 
mins. 

• ART Tom Mannlon, Danny 
Webb, Gary Olsen in Yasmina 
Reza's comedy about art and friend- 
ship. Wyndtaam's Charing Cross 
Road. WC2 (0171-369 1736/cc 
867 1 1 1 1} o LeicSq. TUe-Sat 8pm. 
)4] 3pm. 171)1) 5pm. £9.50- 
£27.50. 90 mins. 

t BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Lsv- 


UXBRiOGE 

ODEON (03705-050007) eUrtJridge 
A Bug’s Life 2pm. 4. 30pm. 7pm The 
Thin Red Line 1 2 45pm. 4 45pm, 
8 20pm feu've Got M@K 9.1 5pm 

WALTHAMSTOW 

ABC (0870-90? 0424) * Waltham- 
stow Central A Bug's Life 4pm. 
6.05pm Shakespeare in Love 
2 lOpm. 5.15pm, 9.10pm This 
Year's Lowe 1 40pm. 8 25pm feu've 
Got ftKgH 1 .55pm. 5.05pm, 8. 1 5pm 

WALTON-OM-THAMES 
THE SCREEN AT WAUON (01932- 
2528251 BR: Wafton-on-Thamcs The 
Thin Red Une 3pm. 7 30pm You've 
Got N!@n 3 25pm. 6pm. 8.30pm 

WELL HALL 

CORONET (01B1-85O 3351) BR: 
Elrham A Bug’s Ufe 4pnt. 6 30pm. 
8.40pm Hideous Milky 4. 1 Opm. 
6 20pm. S.45pm 


BRIGHTON 

ABC EAST STREET (0127 3- 
327010): A Bug's Ufe <U): Jack 
Frost (PG): Shakespeare in Love 
(15). This fear's Love (181; feu've 
Got M@ll (PG) 

VIRGIN (0541-555145): A Bug's 
Ufe (U): Enemy of the State (1 5): 
Harriet the Spy (PG): Holy Man 
(PG); Jack Frost (PG); Uttle Voice 
(151; Madeline (U): Shakespeare in 
Lows (15); Stepmom (12); This 
fear's Love (18); Urban Legend 
(18); You’ve Got M@il (PG) 

CAMBRIDGE 

WARNER VILLAGE (01223- 
460442); A Bug’s Ufe (U): Don’t 
Go Breaking my Heart (PG); Eliz- 
abeth (15); Holy Man (PG): Jack 
Frost (PG): La Vita t Bella (PG); 
Uttle fetce (1 5); Madeline (U); The 
Prince of Egypt (U); Shakespeare 
In Love (15): Stepmom (12); This 
Year’s Love (IB); Urban Legend 
(18): Very Bad Things (18): feu've 
Got M@II (PG) 

PORTSMOUTH 

UO 6 (0870-603 4567): Antz (PG): 
A Bugs Life (Ul: Enemy of die State 
(15): The Land Girls ( 1 2): Utde Voice 
(15); Madeline (U): The Prince of 
Egypt (U); Shakespeare in Lore (15); 
Stepmom (12); This fear's Love 
(18); feu've Got M@fl (PG) 

SOUTHAMPTON 
VIRGIN CINEMA (0541-555133); 
A Bug's Ufe (U): Jack Frost (PG): 
Madeline (U): Shakespeare in Lowe 
( 1 5); This fear’s Love (1 8); Urban 
Legend (18): You've Got 
NUgKI (PG) 


cartoon version of the favourite fairy 
tale. Dominion Tottenham Court 
Road, Wl (01 7 1 -656 1 888) ■& Tbtt 
Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (4J[7( 
2.30pm, E18.50-E35. 150 mins. 

• BLOOD BROTHERS Wifiy Rus- 
sell's long-running Liverpool musi- 
cal melodrama. Phoenix Charing 
Cross Road. WC2 (01 71-369 1 733) 

0 Lex: Sq/Toct Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. [5] 3pm. (7) 4pm. £1 1 .50- 
£32.50. 165 mins. 

• BUDDY Musical biog-show trac- 
ing the brief life of Buddy Holly 
Strand Aldwych. WC2 (0171-930 
8800) O’ Covent Garden/Chartng X. 
Tue-Thur 8pm. Frl 5.30pm 6 
8.30pm. Sat 5pm & 8.30pm, mats 
(1] 4pm. El 0-E30. half price Friday 
matinees. 160 mins. 

• CATS Lloyd Vfebber's musical ver- 
sion of TS Efiofs poems. New Lon- 
don Parker Street. WC2 (0171-405 
0072/cc 404 4079) e Covent Gar- 
den/Holborn. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, 
[3JI7] 3pm. E10.50-E35. 165 mins. 

IORCAGO Maria Friedman and Pe- 
ter Davison star in this hit Broadway 
musicaL Adelphi Malden Lane, WC2 
(0171-344 0055) e Charing X. 
Mon-Sat 8pm. [4](7] 3pm. £1 6-£36 
(ind booking fee). 130 mins. 

THE COLOUR OP JUSTICE 

Dr ftmal’fonK nn pf Hw» h «»ariliTH» -gpih- 

bing Stephen Lawrence case. Vic- 
toria Palace Victoria Street. SWi 
(0171-834 1 317) BR/e Victoria. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm, [5| 2pm. [7] 
4pm. ends 1 3 Mar. EB-E15.50. 

• THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
W ILLI AM SHAKESPEARE 
(ABRIDGED) Reduced Shakespeare 
Company fast-forward through 37 
plays. Criterion Piccadilly Circus. Wl 
(01 71 -369 1 747) -0- Picc Ore. Wed- 
Sat 8pm. )5) 3pm. (7) 5pm. [1J 4pm. 
£10-£25. 120 mins. 

1 COPENHAGEN New drama bum 
Michael Frayn about the discovery 
of the atom. Duchess Catherine 
street WC2 (0171-494 5075/cc 
0171-344 4444) Covent Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (5JI71 2.30pm. 
E10-E30. 145 mins'- • 

• DEFENDING THE CAVEMAN 

Mark Little stars in this witty and 
wise comedy about the sexes. Apol- 
lo Shaftesbury Avenue. Wl (0171- 
494 5070] Picc Ore. Mon-Thur 
8pm. Frl-Sac 6pm 6 8.45pm, £10- 
£25. cones available. 

• DR DOUTTLE Phillip Schofield 
talks to the animals in this new 
stage adaptation featuring Jim Hen- 
sou Puppets. London Apollo Ham- 
mersmteh Queen Caroline StreeL W6 
(0171-416 6022) ■& Hammersmith. 
Tue-Sat 7.30pm, 14|(7J 2.30pm, 
El2.50-E32.50. 150 mins. 

I GREASE Energetic stage version 
of the hit film starring Darren Day. 
Cambridge Earl ham Street. WC2 
(0171-494 5080) 43 Covent Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm, (4J|7) 3pm. £10- 
£32.50. 150 mins. 

• AN IDEAL HUSBAND Christo- 
pher Casenove and Susannah ferfc 
in MerHalTs acclaimed production 
of Wilde’s comedy. Lyric Shaftesbury 
Avenue. Wl (01 71 -494 5045) e-PfcC 
Cut. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. J4| 3pm, I7| 
4pm. £7 50-E29.50. 165 mins. 

» AN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Daldry's wide))' -acclaimed produc- 
Lkm otfJB Priestley’s thriller. Garrick 
Owing Cross Road. WC2 (0171 -494 
5085) O Letc Sq. Mon-Fri 7.45pm. 
Sat 8.15pm. |4J 2.30pm, |7) 5pm. 

El 2 -£29.50. 110 nuns. 

• LIFT OFF Issues of race are ex- 
plored in Roy Williams's new piece. 
Royal Court Upstairs [at The Am- 
bassadors) West Street. WC2 
(0171 -565 5000) «HLeic Sq. Mon- 
Sat 9pm. ends 1 3 Mar. E10. cones 
£5. 

> LITTLE MALCOLM AND HB 
STRUGGLE AGAINST THE EU- 
NUCHS Ewan McGrc*?nr stars as the 
revolutionary' activist in David Hal- 
liweli's drama. Comedy Panton 
Street. SWI (0171-369 1731) « 
Picc Cbc/LeK Sq. Mon-Sac 8pm. 
(51(7) 3pm. ends 13 Mar. £7- 
£27.50. 

I MACBETH Rufus Sewell and Sab 
ty Dexter portray th w arte d ambition. 
Queen's Shaftesbury Avenue. Wl 
(0171-494 5040/CC 0171-344 
4444} €► Picc Grt. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
)7| 2.30pm. ends 5 Jun. £10.50- 
£28.90. 

• THE MEMORY OF WATER Ali- 

son Steadman and Julie Sawalha star 
in this touching cometty about three 
sisters returning home for their 
mother’s fimeraL UaudeviOe Strand. 
wc2 (0i 7i -836 9987) BR/e Char- 
ing X Mon-Sat 8pm. |S(f7] 3pm. £8- 
£27.50. 

» LES IKISERABLES Musical 
dramatisation of Victor Hugo’s mas- 
tapiece, set during the Freodi Rev- 
okdion. Palace Shaftesbury Avenue, 
Wl (0171-434 09091 « Picc Circ. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [51(7| 2.30pm, 
£7-£35. 195 mins. 


9 OKLAHOMA! Maureen Lipman 
stara [in the NatJonaTs acclaimed pro- 
duction of Rodgers and Hammer- 
stein’s cowboy versus farmhand 
musicaL Lyceum Wellington Street, 
WC2 (0870-606 3446} e Charing 
X. Moo-Sat 7.30pm, [4|[7] 230pm. 
ends 26 June, £1 0-£35. 

O THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OPERA Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
Gothic musicaL Her Ma|esty's Hay- 
market. 5W1 (0171-494 540Q/CC 
344 4444) «■ Pkx Qrc, Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. [4)(7] 3pm. £1 0-£35. 1 50 
mins. 

• RENTMuskalinspiredbyLaBo- 
heme and set in modern day New 
ferk. Shaftesbury Shaftesbury Av- 
enue. WC2 (07000-21 1221] eHd- 
bom. Mon-Sac 7.30pm, [41 m 3pm. 
£12. 50- £32 .50. 160 mins. 

I RICHARD m Robert Lindsay stars 
as the historical viQam. Savoy Strand. 
WQ (0171-836 8888) ^ Charing 
X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [7] 2.30pm, 
E10-E27.S0. AS 

ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 

• lytteltoN: Betrayal Pinter’s 
defining work depicts a menage £ 
trois and stars imngnw Stubbs and 
Douglas Hodge. In rep. tonight 
7.30pm. ends 7 Apr. 90 mins 

• COTTESLOE: The Wot Nick 
Darke’s drama from Kneefaigh The- 
atre. in rep, tonight 7.30pm. 

> NT 2000: Our Tbwn Rehearsed 
readings from Thornton Wilder’s 
Pulitzer Prize-winning plajc Tonight. 
6pm. Lyttelton: EB-E27. Cotrestoe: 
£12-£1 8. NT2000: £4. cones £3. Day 
seats from 10am. South Bank. SET 
(0171-452 3000} BR/G Waterloo. 

ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 

• THE BARBICAN: The Merchant 
of Venice RSC production of Shake- 
speare's drama about love and mon- 
ey. In rep. tonight 7.1 5pm, ends 9 
Mar. 1 80 mins 

• THE PIT! Goodnight Children 
Everywhere A teenage evacuee re- 
turn home at the end of the war and 
after the death of his parents in 
Richard Nelson’s moving new drama. 
In rep. tonight 7.15pm, ends27 Apr. 
Barbican Theatre: £5- £26. The Pic 
£11 -El 8.50. Barbican Centre. EC2 
(01 71 -638 8891 ). BR/^Bartfcan. 

• YOUNG VIC Bartholmew Fair 
Ben Jonsotfs intensely theatrical 
show stars Stephen Boxer, in rep, 
tonight 7.15pm. RSC at the Young 
Vic: E14-E20. The Cut. SE1 (0171- 
928 6363). Waterloo. 

O SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 
1970s musical featuring legendary 
son|£ ty the Bee Gees and starring 
Adam Garda. London Palladium Ar- 
gyll Street. Wl (0171-494 5020) £► 
Oxford Ore. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, [4]m 
2.30pm, E10-E32.50. 1 35 mins. 

» SHOCKHEADO PETBt BriBant 

S opera, featuring the Tiger Lfl- 
Lyric Ham m ersmith King Street. 
W6 (0181-741 231 1) ^ Hammer- 
smith. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [7J 230pm, 
Mar 31. Apr 7. 2.30pm. ends Apr 
10 . ES-E18. 

• SLAIOTS SNOIMSHOW Slava 
Mouriine returns to London witii his 
mesmeric show that takes all ages 
back to the realms of dnhfish de&ghL 
PtccadZty Denman Street, Wl (0171- 
369 1734) -O Pkx Ore. Mon-Sat 
730pm. I5I[7] 230pm. £1 0-£2730. 

» STARLIGHT EXPRESS Andrew 
Uoyd Webber’s hi-tech roller^ musi- 
caL Apollo Victoria Wilton Road. 
SWI (0171-416 6070) BIV® Vic- 
toria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [3)[7] 3pm, 
E12.50-E30. 150 mins, 

□AMERICAN IMPORTS: THREE 
DAYS OF RAIN Drama about the 
strange legacy left to two children ty 
their father. Don mar Warehouse 
Earl ham Street. WC2 (0171-369 
1732) ■©■ Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 
8pm. ends 1 3 Mar, E8-E1 5. mats £8. 

I TOAST Richard Wilson directs 
Richard Bean's new drama set in a 
Hull bakery Royal Court Upstairs 
(at The Ambassadors) West Street, 
WC2 (0171-565 5000) O Lac Sq. 
Mon-Sat 7pm, [7] 4pm, ends 6 Mar. 
£10. cones £5. 

• VASSA Maxim Guriy's tale ol a 
matriarch and her downtrodden fam- 
ily. Albery St Martin's Lane, WC2 
(0171-369 1 730) «■ Lek: Sq. Mon- 
Sat 7.30pm, [51(71 3pm, ends 27 
Mar. E5-E29.50. 

• THE WEIR Conor McPherson's 


First Call, last call 


First Call 

A DANC 13 BAND that’s been around since the advent of 
add house, Faithless (right), are currently riding high 
on a wave of dub fame. As a collective, they consist of 
anything from four members to 14, keeping things fresh 
with exparments in world music, indie rock ond dance. 
And mutually fora dance band, IMhless have buDt then- 
reputation by constant tonring. Their immediate future 
looks good having scooped theBest live Act gong at the 
Muzik Awards and only just being pipped for the MTV 
Dance Award by Prodigy. 

V3, Newport, South Wales (01633 322555) 8 Apr 

Last Can 

THERE’S A treat in store for fans of JB Priestley 
next Wednesday. The National Theatre's millennium ' 
celebrations, NT2000, feature a year-long series of 
platforms, charting drama through the century with 
works written between 1930 and 1956 being featured at 
present Included is An Inspector CaUs, which is 
discussed fay Stephen Daldxy and the author's son, 
Tam. This one-night wonder is complemented fay 
rehearsed extracts performed fay Kenneth Crariham, 
Barbara Leigh-Hunt and Richard Pasco. 

National Theatre, London SEl (0272-452 3000) 10 Mar 



angels. Royal Court Downstairs (at 
Che Duke Or York's) St Martin's 
Lane, WC2 (01 71 -565 5000) « Le- 
ic Sq. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, (4JJ7J 
3.30pm. £5-£25. 90 mins. 

I WEST SIDE STORY New pro- 
dudfen of Berasteofs classic muacaL 
t to recreate the feel of the 


i original Prince of Wales 
Coventry Street, Wl (0171-839 
5987) © Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, 
(5J[7| 3pm, £l8.50-£35. 160 mins. 

D WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Uoyd Webber's new musical based 
on Che Elm of the same name. Ald- 
wych Aldwych, WC2 (0171-416 
6000/cc 836 2428] O Hoi bom. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm, [51)7) 3pm. £1 0- 
£32.50. 120 mins. 

•THE WOMAN IN BLACK Susan 
Hill's chilling ghost story Fortune 
Russell Street. WC2 (0171-836 
2238) ■©■ Covent Garden/Holbom. 
Mon-Sat 8pm. [31 3pm. [71 4pm, 
EB.50-E23.50. 110 mins. 


BRIGHTON 

THEATRE ROYAL Loot Michael Eb 
phickandLetttfeDemgtarin Joe Or- 
tan’s bteek comedy Man-Sat 7.45pm, 
mat Thur 2.30pm. ends 6 Mar. 
E7J50-E15.50. cones available Band 
Street (01273-328488) 

GARDNER ARTS CENTRE 
Hushabye Mountain Jonathan Har- 
vey's play with the twin setting of 
Heaven and Earth. Wed-Sac 7.45pm, 
ends 6 Mar. £7. 95 -£8.95. cones 
available University of Sussa. Lewes 
Road (01 273-685861) 

CHELTENHAM 
EVERYMAN THEATRE Twelfth Night 
Northern Broadsides's accessible 
production, directed by Barrie Ruttec 
Mon-Fri 7.45pm, Sat 8pm. mats Tue 
&Thur 2pm, ends 6 Mar. £5-£1 5 Re- 
gent Street 101242-572573) 

HIGH WYCOMBE 
WYCOMBE SWAN The Rocky Hor- 
ror Show Twenty-fifth anniversary 
tour of the classic rocfc’nYoll musicaL 
Mon-Thur 8pm, Frl 6pm & 9pm, Sat 
5-30pm & 830pm, ends 6 Mar £15- 
£23.50, cones available St Mary's 
Street (01494-512000) 

HORNCHURCH 
QUEEN’S THEATRE Our Day Out 
VnDy Bussell’s nostalgic comedy. 
Mon-Sat 8pm. ends 1 3 Mar. £830- 
£12.50. cones E5.50-E1 0.50 Bidet 
Une (01703-443333) 

LEICESTER 
HAYMARKET THEATRE A Pas- 
sionate Woman Kay Mellor’s 
poignant comedy about a Leeds 
mum hying to come to terms with 
her son’s inunhwit marriage. Tue- 
Sat 7.30pm. ends 20 Mar. £6.50- 
£1430. cones available Bel grave 
Gate (0116-253 9797) 

LOWESTOFT 
MARINA THEffXRE And Then There 
Were None Agatha Christie’s who- 
dunnit set in a lonely house on a re- 
mote island. 5 & 6 Mar, 7.45pm. 
£8.50-£11, cones available The Ma- 
rina (01502-573318) 

NEWBURY 
CORN EXCHANGE Beara Kenneth 
McLetsh's hmntf fa g translation of 
Sopbodes' story of torrid £aml(y con- 
flict Tonight 7.45pm. £1 0. cones £8 
Market Race (01635-522733) 

WATERMILL THEATRE More fatt- 
ing Heads Janet Brown, Patricia 
E ngla n d and Sophie Uwrence bring 
Alan Bennett’s superb monologues 
to life. Tue-Sat 7.30pm. macs Thur 
& Sat 2.30pm. ends 13 Mar. 66- 
El 6.50 Bagnor (01635-46044) 

NORWICH 
MADDBtMARKET THEATRE Sa- 
kadkaAnodoranarianUbridYbrOne 
war widow visits the beach at Sahmi- 
kawhere her husband perished. Mon- 
Sac 7.30pm. ends 6 Mar. E4-E6.50 
St Johns Alley (01 603-62091 7) 

PLYMOUTH 1 
DRUM THEATRE, THEATRE ROY- 
AL The Impostor Pete Lawsoxft wit- 
ty adaptation of Moliere’s comedy; 
Ihrtuffe. Mon-Sac 7.45pm. ends 6 
Mar. £6- £9. cones available Royal Pa- 
rade South (01752-267222) 

POOLE 

POOLE ARTS CENTRE China Song 

Musical fantasy based on Hans Chris- 
tian Andersen’s The Nightingale. 


Theatre 

beyond the west End 


LONDON 

ALMEIDA THEATRE Speer Klaus 
Maria Braodauer in Esther War's 
tantalising new drama. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. mats Sat 3pm. ends 27 
Mar. £9. 50-El 9.50. cones avail- 
able. Almeida Street. N1 (0171-359 
4404) -e- Angel- 

ARTS THEATRE Howard Crab- 
tree's When Pigs Ry Gay musical 
poking fun at American culture. Tue- 
Frl 8pm. Sac 6pm & 8.30pm, Sun 
6pm. ends 3 Apr. £20-£25 cones 
£15. Great Newport Street. WQ 
(0171-636 3334) * Leicester Sq. 


Theatre 

Countrywide 


> nuss SAIGON Musical which re- 
sets the Madam BuSeifly tragedy to 
Vietnam. Theatre Royal. Drury 
Lane Catherine Street , WQ (0171- 
494 5060) O Govern Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. [4J[7J 3pm. £8-50-£35. 
1 65 mins. 

» THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie’s whodunniL St Martin's 
West Street. WC2 (0171 -836 1 443) 
O- Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm, (3) 
2.45pm. (7) 5pm, £10-£24.50. 135 

mins. 


BASINGSTOKE 

HAYMARKET THEATRE Dracuia 
Bram Stofter’s chilling honor story 
brought to ftestage. Rtev-Sat 7A5pm. 
late show tonight 1 1 pm. aids 1 3 Mac 
£9.50-£ 15.50. cores available. Wote 
Street (01256-465566) 

BATH 

THEATRE ROYAL The Complete 
Works of wniam Shakespeare 
(Abridged) fhst-fomanl through 37 
pfoys. 5 & 6 Mar. 6pm & 9pm. £?■ 
EI5.50 


Today 1 ,30pm & 7pm, ends 6 Mar. 
£5-£7.50. cones available Kingiand 
Road (01202-685222) 

READING 
THE MBJ. AT SONNBVG Laura Stage 
adaptation of the 1940s film tfariPec 
Mon-Sac 8.15pm (efinner 6.15pm), 
mats Sat 2.15pm (lunch 12.30pm). 
ends 27 Mac £2 1 35-E32S5 Ind meal 
Satining Eye (0118-969 8000) 

SALISBURY 

SALISBURY PLAYHOUSE The 
Birthday Party Timothy West and 
Prunella Scales in Pinter's modem 
classic. Mon-Wed 7.30pm. Thur-Sat 
8pm. mats Thur & Sat 2.30pm. ends 
6 Mar. £8-£15 Malthouse Lane 
(01722-320333) 

SOUTHAMPTON 
THE GANTRY Macbeth Vbkano The- 
atre's physical production of Shake- 
speare's dark and tragic love story. 
Tonight 8pm. £6, cones £4.50 Off 
Btecnynden "fcrrace (01703-22931 9) 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
THE OTHER PLACE The Dispute 
Marivaux's quasi -scientific drama 
directed by Nefl Barttett Mon-Sat 
7.30pm, phone for mats, ends 20 
Mar. £10-£19, Cones avaSable South- 
ern Lane (01789-295623) 

ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
The Uon, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe Adrian Noble directs 
Adrian MitebeH’s adaptation of the CS 
Lewis Narnia classic. Tonight 
7.15pm. ends 6 Mar. £5-£30 Wa- 
terside (01 789-29562 3 J 

SWANSEA 

GRAND THEATRE Guards! Guards! 
Tferiy Pratchett’s novel arfeptfd for 
the stage. Mon-Fri 730pm, mat Wed 
1.30pm, Sat 5pm ft 8.15pm, ends 
6 Mar. £6-£14.50. cones available 
Singleton Street (01792-475715) 

WOKING 

NEW VICTORIA THEATRE Joseph 
and che Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamfloac Tba Rice and Andrew 
DoydVfefaber^tmsigaivtJsimflf thft 
Bible story. Mon-Thur & Sat 2.30pm 
fi 7.30pm. Fri 5pm & 8pm, ends 6 
Mar. £7.50-621 Peacocks Arts & En- 
tertainments Centre (01 483-761 1 44) 


Exhibitions classical 


BATH 

MUSEUM OF COSTUME Primitive 
Streak: Helen Storey and Dr Kate 
Storey Collaboration between a 
fashion designer and a biologist 
Mon-Sun 10am-5pm. ends 11 Apr. 
£3.90, cones £3.50. child £2.90, 
group cones. Assembly Rooms, 
Bennett Street (01225-477789) 

BRIGHTON 

BRIGHTON MUSEUM AND ART 
GALLERY Mary Potter (1900- 
1981) Retrospective of the artisfs 
largely figurati v e p ai ntings. Mon, Tue 
& Thur-Sat 10am-5pm. Sun 2pm- 
5pm. ends 28 Mar, free. Church 
Street (01273-290900) 

BRISTOL 

ARNOLFBU Accelerator Writ ty an 
intonations! groap of contemporary 
artists, farfrafing Hilary Uoyd, and 
Smgr Spence. Mon-Sat 10am-7pm. 
Sun 12noon-6pm. ends 28 Mar, nee. 
Narrow Quay (0117-929 9191) 

CAMBRIDGE 

prrzWIUJAM MUSEUM Picasso 
sid Matisse Prints, drawings, and ce- 
i a mkalh mtheocfl Bri inn.BridsllApi: 
Recent AcqutsMom of Con tempo- 
rary American Mnts Eatiyetdmai 
of theEastCoas^flthographs, wood- 
cuts and screenprints. Ends 2 May 
Rembrandt and the Passion The 
museum's outstanding collection of 
prints. Tue-Sat 10am-5pm. Sun 
2.15pm-5pm, ends 20 Jun. free. 
Trumpfogton Street (01223-332900) 

COLCHESTBt 

UNIVERSITY GALLERY, SQUARE 
FIVE. UNIVERSITY OF ESSEX The 
Disparates: Goya Late satirical 
etchings by the Spanish master: 


BRIGHTON 

OLD MARKET CwaDeria ftstieana/ 


the 'classic verismo double-bill. 
Tonight 7.30pm. El 2.50-El 8. Up- 
per Market Street (01273-709709) 

CANTERBURY 

THE CATHEDRAL Fretwork and 
James Bowman Music for consort 
from Purcell to modern settings. 
Tonight 7.45pm. £10. cones £6. The 
Precincts (01227-455600) 

LONDON 

ST JOHN’S, SMITH SQUARE Roy- 
al Holloway Orchestra/lbylor 
Beetfaoverfs 4th. Piano Concerto and 
McCabe’s ttb Symphony. Tonight 
7.30pm. E5.50-E1 0. 

ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL London 
Phflhamxmrc/Serebrier Music in- 
spired by tangos and flamenco. 
Tonight 7.30pm. E5-EI6. South 
Bank. SEl (0171-960 4242) BR/O- 
Waterloo. 

OXFORD 

CHRISTCHURCH CATHEDRAL The 
Cardlnan’s Mustek Settings by Byrd, 
Ttorerner and Tallis. Tonight 8pm. 
£12. cones £8. Christ Church Col- 
lege (01865-798600) 


EVENTS 


LONDON 

THE PSYCHOLOGY OF LOVE, SEX , 
AND MARRIAGE Chuck Spexzsc'’ - 
shares the secrets of successful reft: 
lationahips. Commonwealth limj.- - 
tute Kensington High Street. W 
(01980-630477) O- High Street. 
Kensington. Registration today9oit 
workshop 5-7 Mar. 10am-7pm, 
£320. £290 In adv. 

SAFFRON WALDEN 
FEASTING AND FASTING EXW. 
BTTION Examining food and drift 

through history. Saffron Wafdan 
Museum Museum Street (01799- 
510333) Mon-Sat 10am-5pm. Sun 
2. 30 pm -5 pm. ends 14 Mar. tS£ : 
cones 50p. child free. 


MUSIC 


Pop 


Dance 


Mon -Frl I2noon-5pm. Sat 2 pm- 
430pm. ends 1 3 Mar, free. Yifiven- 
hoe Park (01206-873260) 

HUtBUM 

ASHCROFT ARTS CENTRE Nec- 
working: Art by Post and Fax In- 
ternational artists including David 
Hockney. Mon-Fri 9.30am-9pm, 
ends 13 Mar, free. Osborn Road 
(01329-310600) 

LONDON 

BARBICAN ART GALLBIY Africa 
By Africa: A Photographic View Im- 
ages from. sub-Saharan Africa. 
Picasso and Photography: The 
Dark Nfaror Min® than 300 warts ex- 
ploring Picasso's relationship with 
photography- Mon, Thur-Sat 10am- 
6.45pm, Tue 10am-5.45pm. Wed 
10am-7.45pm.Sun 1 2noon-6.45pra 
ends 29 Mar. £5. cones £3, Mon-Ftl 
£3 after 5pm. Silk Street, EC2 
(0171-638 4141) «■ Barbican 

DESIGN MUSEUM Mint 40 Years 
of a Design icon Mini's deafened fay 
celebrities mark the 40th anniversary 
of the vehicle. Ends 9 May: 

Modern Britain 1927-1939 In- 
duries works ty Francis Bacon, Paul 
Nash and Barbara Hepworth. Phone 
for dmes, ends 1 8 Jul. £535. cones 
£4 (to museum). Shad Thames. SEl 
(0171-378 6055) «■ fewer Hill 

HAYWARD GALLERY Patrick 
Caulfield Printings fay the leading 
British artist Mon. Thur-Sun 10am- 
6pm. Tue & Wed 10am-8pm. ends 
11 Apr. £6. cones £4. family £12. 
Belvedere Road. SEl (0171-960 
4242] BR'O- Waterloo 

NATIONAL GALU37Y Portraits by In- 
gres M^exhftatitinofwjrkby the 
I9th-cattury French artist Ends 25 
Apt £6, cones £4, Wed £4 7pm-10pni 
In the Light of Fra Angelico: 
Zanobi Strozzl Studfyexbibihan ex- 
pkiring the paintings af the isth-cen- 
tary artist Ends 7 Mar. free 
Orazlo GentflescM at the Court of 
Charles I Ejdnbika e*p!omg tiiewock 
oflhe lTth-oenhny artist Mon & Tue 
Tlxr-Sun l0arrv-6pm.Wed IQanvOpm, 
entfs 23 May. fret TrafaterSq, WC2 
(0171-747 2885) Charing Cross 

ROYAL ACADBVIY OF ARTS Monet 
In the 20th Century Paintings marie 
after 1900. Mon-Thur. Sun 9anv6pm, 
Fri 6 Sac 9am- 1 0pm, ends 18 Ape £9, 
cones £6. child (12-18) £3. child (6- 
1 1) £1 .50. Burtinginn House Picc*®* 
Wl (0171-300 8000) B-Green Park 

TATE GALLERY Art Now 77: 
Thomas Demand’s TUnnel Looped 

film cf travel ia a tunnel explores ur- 
ban life. Ends 25 Apr, fret 
Works on Paper and Paintings: 
Francis Bacon Previou^ynnlaiown 
pain t i n gs and drawings. Ends 2 May; 
fret 

When Robots Rule - The One 
Minute Airplane Factory: Oats Bur- 
den Installation of flying planes. 
Mon-Sun 10am-5.50pm. ends 13 
Jun. fret Mil (bank, SWI (01 71-887 
8000] Pimlico 

STIVES 

ST IVES TATE GALLERY Displays 
1998-9: P ar t ne rs hip s and Practice 
TOarfe from the second half of the cen- 
tury. Quoit Montserrat: Veronica 
Ryan Marble sculpture. Mon-Sat 
1 1 am- 7 pm. Sun 1 1 am-Spcn, ends 1 1 
Apr. £3.50. cones £2. Porthmeor 
Beach (01 736-796226) 

SWANSEA 

GLYNN VIVIAN ART GALLERY 
VenJee Through Canaletto’s Eyes 
Paintings by the Venetian artist Tbe- 
Sun ioam-5pm. ends 14 Mar, fret 
Alexandre Road (01792-651738) 

WOLVERHAMPTON 
WOtVERHAMPTON ART GALLERY 
Disasters of War Caflot, Goya. Dbc 
The three artists’ •srargcbings.Mort- 
Sat I0aro-5pm. ends 20 Mas; fret 
UchfiekJ Street (01902-5520SS) 


CAMBRIDGE 

CORN EXCHANGE The Royal Bal- 
let: Dance Bites New works creat- 
ed specially for the tour by 
choreographers Mark Baldwin and 
wnfiamlbckett. Tonight 730pm. £7- 
£22. Wheeler Street (01223-357851) 

LONDON 

SAD LER’S WBISArngPEACOflt 
THEAIRE Paco Pena RamencoPre- 
sienisLaMusaGitanaTOdddassfla- 

menflnAiTiM»,«nfiyaiwIgnftar'B»w.Cw 

ton. mat Sat, Sun 3pm. ends 7. Mar. 
C7.50-E35. Portugal Street. WC2 ' 
(0171-863 8222) O Hdbom. 

MUTON KEYNES 
STANTON BURY CAMPUS THE- 
ATRE Ricochet Dance Company: 
Fetch Boy and FoM/5lve Sfidt new 
works by aephenPetronio and Nfed 
Charnock. Tonight 7.30pm. £6, 
cones £3. Purbeck Way. Stantonlxiry 
(01908-224234) 

OXFORD 

PLAYHOUSE THEATRE Richard 
Alston Dance Company: Triple BUI 
Includes the newworicRadftin com- 
missioned fay the Holland Dance 
FtestivaL TOnight 8pm. £8-£1 5. Beau- 
mont Street .(01 865-798600) 


Literature 


BATH 

MARY WESLEY IN CONVERSA- 
TION WITH MAVIS NICHOLSON 
*Die8fryearmld bestseller talks about 
her work and her latest tome, Pori 
qf the Furniture. Tonight 7pm. £7. 
cones £6. 

DORIS LBSING Acclaimed writer 
Lessing talks about her Ufe and 
works, including The Gross is 
Sinking, The Golden Notebook, The 
Good Terrorist and volumes of an- 
totriograpfay Guildhall - 1999 Bath 
Ltosamre Festival (01225-463362) 
Tonight 8.30pm, £7. cones £6. 


Comedy 


BRISTOL 

STAND UP AND BOOGIE AT 
JESTERS COMEDY CLUB American 


cival, Rex Boyd and Adam Crow 
Tonight 8pm, Cheltenham Road 
(01 17-9096655) £750. cones £650. 

LONDON 

HA BLOODY HA AT EALING FILM 
STUDIOS First night of new come- 
dy dob with Simon MnnnerR Geoff 
Boyz. Dominic HnifemH and Simon 
Tox. Tonight 9pm, Ealing Green, W5 
(0181 -566 4067) 0 Ealing Broad- 
way: £7. cones £5. 

SOUTHAMPTON 
JONGLEURS SOUTHAMPTON Cnt- 

K^jthFields, Pa^Thorne and Rani 

■nstidnSfaLTaiight 8.15pm, High 
Street (0845-6081818) £12. 


CLUBS 


BRISTOL 

PLANET V AT NEW TRINTTY CEN- 
TRE ftp drnm’tfbass action from 
Rtai Size, Ernst, Jumpixf Jack Frost 
and more Tonight lOpm-Sam. £12. 
Trinity Road (0117-907 71 19) 

LONDON 

Move at the ministry of 

SOUND Starring Arm and Van 
Hidden, IfaulOabanfirfd, Paul Jack- 
son and Fhat Phil Cooper Tonight 
10pm-6am. Gaunt Street, SEl 
(0171-378 6528) BWO: Oephant 
& Castle. £15 In adv. 

WORTHING 

CANDY GOB. AT THE Q OUB Gala 
night with Jeremy Heajy fenlght 
10pm-23m, £7. £5 vnfflvw Chatsmth 
Road 101903-6090001 
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BRIGHTON 

CREST, FLEECE Stalwarts of the Nop- 
wich indie scene. The Core Club at 
The Brighton Charter Hotel Kfrigflk 
Road (01273-326848) ToniglW 
10pm. E3-E3.50. - .. • - 

BRISTOL 

BARRAGE Ttoelvefien Canatfan IB-^ ■. 
die sensations. Fiddlers Willway 
Street. Bedminster (01 1 7-987 3403) 
fenlght 8pm. phone for prices- 

LONDON 

TRUMAN'S WATER. I’M BEING 
GOOD, MAX TRACTOR The Cult DS 
weirdos return to headline after a 
three year break, plugging their new 
album Fragments qf a Ludty Bret*. . 
DubUu Castie Parkway, NW1 (01 71- 
378 6095) -O Camden fewn. fenlght 
8.30pm, £5. rones £3.50. 

FLAMING STARS, COUNTRY 
TEASERS. HOST Lo-fi countty 
twangs, sloppy ballads and offensive . 
drunk-tank lullabies. The Garag# 
4flgbbury Comer N5(0171-607'181$ 
Tuhe/Bft tfighbury & Isington: Toni^it- 
8J0pm. £6 . 

THE DIRTY BIRDS RaoncfayaD-ghl' 
garage rock combo. Gossips Dearw, 
Street Wl (0171-434 4480) efli 
Leicester Square. Tonight 10pm, *•' 
£7, £5. 

Ego Cambridge acoustic popduofr 
moualy A&ITd by Tbny Blair- Siep- 
henTs Bush Enpire Shepherd’s Bush 
Green W12 (0171-771 2000) « 
Shepherd's Bush. Tonight 7pm, £10.-. ” 

WAYNE KRAMER Legendary MC5 • 
guitarist now a mover in the US att- 
nx4 scene. The Underworld Cam- 
den High Street. NW1 (0171-482 
1932) & Camden Town. Tonight 
7pm, £7-£8. . 

MUTON KEYNES 
LIMBIOUSE LIZZY Thin UzQrtrflh 
ute. Woughton Centre ChafTron 
Way (01908-660392) Tonight 
7.30pm. £5. 

NORWICH 

JUNE TABOR QUARTET Hugely re- 
spected veteran interpreter otBntidi 
folk song. Norwich Arts Centre 
Reeves Yard. St Benedict's Street . . 
(0 1 6Q3-660352) Tonighr 8pm. £8 ■ 

rones £6. 

SALISBURY 

GENE Martin Rossiter’s aotbemie 
post-Britpop outfit tour to eoinride 
with the release of their new album, 
Reveiatumg, Salisbury Arts Centre -- 
Bedwln Street (01722-321744) 
Tonight 8.30pm, £8. 

WINCHESTER 

WILMO JOHNSON BAND Southend 
R&B guitar maestro of Dr Feelgood 
and The Btodiheads. fewer Arts Cen- 
tre Hornsey Road (01962-867986) 
Tonight 8pm, phone for prices. . 


MUSIC 

Jazz, World, Folk 


BRIGHTON 

JIM WATSON TRIO Award. winning 
young modem jazz pianist The Lift 
Queens Road (01273-730515) 
Tonight 8pm. £6. cones £5. 

BRISTOL r= 

JULIAN JOSEPH TRIO Internatoi- 
al(yrated British jaanjsL St George’s. 
Brandon Hfl! (0117-9230359) 
Tonight 7 JOpm. £5-£IO. 

LONDO N 

PETER King The dazzling British 
bebop altoist Vortex Stoke New- 
ington Church Street. N16 (0171- 
254 6516) BR: Scoke Newington. 
Tonight 8.30pm, £10, 

MAIDSTONE 

MARLENE VERPLANCK The'tnas- 
terful cabaret and sesakm great 
Pizza Express Earl Street (01622- 
683548) fenlght 8.15pm, £10. '. 

NORTHAMPTON 
STAN SULZMANN CHJAKTET Tbp 
UK tenor saxophone modernist 
County Tavern Albtogton Avenue 
(01604-631863) Tonighf 8.30pm, 
£5, cones £3.50. 

SWINDON 

YOUNG LIONS, OLD TK331S Spike 
Kobtnam and Derek Nash me^ the 
Nidt Weldon Trio. Arts Centre De- 
vizes Road (01 79341 4837) fenigK 
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RADIO 1 

(97£-99l8MHz FM ) 

6.30 Zoe BalL 9.00 Simon Maya 
12JI0 Jo wnaey. 2.00 Mark Rad- 
cllffa 4.00 Chris Moyles. 5.45 
Newsbeat 6.00 Pete Tong's Es- 
sentiaF Selection: Pete Tong un- 

, veils Radio I's plans to bring in 
JJ millennium in a special show 
from the site of the Millennium 
Dome.,9.00 Judge Jules. 11.00 • 
Westwood - Radio 1 Rap Show, 

2.00 Fabio and Grooverider. 

4-00 - 7.00 Jamie Theakston. 
RADIO 2 

{88-902MHZ FM } 

6U)0 Sarah Kennedy. 7.30 Wake 
Up to Wogan. 9.30 Kan Bruce. 

12.00 Juliet Morris. 2.00 Ed 
Stewart 5.05 Des Lynam: 

Guests, sports news arid music. 

7.00 Morley at the Musicals. 7.30 
Friday Night Is Music Night: Intro- ' 
duced by Richard Baker from the 
Hippodrome, Golders Green, Lon- 
don. David Arnold conducts the 
BBC Concert Orchestra, with 
guest artists Claire Moore, Aled 
Jones and pianist Paul Hart At 
8.15. during the Interval, Richard 
Baker introduces music on disc 

tjom former BBC Radio 2 Young 
Tradition Winner Luke Daniels. 

9J5 John le Carre's Single and 
Single 9.30 Listen to the Band. 
Frank Renton presents a session 
from the Cory Band conducted by 
Jeremy WiselO.OO David Jacobs. 

10.30 Sheridan Morley. fl.45 
The People's Psalms. 13L00 Nicky 
Horna 4.00 - 6.00 Lata Sharma. 
RADIO 3 

(902-92.4MHZ FM ) 

6.00 On Air. 

SMH> Masterworks- 
10-30 Artist of the Week. 
tLOO Sound Stories. 

12.00 Composer of the Week: 
Tchaikovsky. 

UDO The Radio 3 Lunchtime Con- 
cert A concert given last Novem- 
ber at St George's, Brandon Hill, 
Bristol, nntroduced by Chris de 
Souza Gould Trla Faure: Piano 
Wo in D minor, Op 12a Ravel: Pi- 
ano Trio in A minor 
2J0Q The BBC Orchestras. 

4.00 Music Restored. 

4.45 Music Machina 

5.00 In Tuna 

7.30 Performance on 3. A con- 
cert given last month in the 


PICK of the Day 


THE GRANDE DAME of 
confessional TV Oprah Winfrey 
graces Woman's Hour (loam 
R4) with her presence and taitre 
about never being tucked up' 
in bed, dieting for the cover of 
Vogue, and other matters of 
great weight 

In Beyond Black and While 
(llam R4), the Independent 
columnist Ya-smin Alibhai Brown 
investigates whether; with British 


society becoming increasingly 
multi-cultural, the Sixties notion 
ofa'TarialmeftmgporhasfinaDy 
become a reality. 

Any Questions? (8pm R4) wins 
the award for understatement of 
the week; the former Welsh 
Secretary Ron Davies MR (right) 
joins the panel to help explain 
current affairs to the man on 
the Clapham omnibus. 

Dominic Cavendish 



Bridgewater Hal!, Manchester. 

Lars Vogt (piano). Maxwell 
Davies: A Reel for Seven Fisher- 
men (first UK performance). Con- 
ductor Peler Maxwell Davies. 
Beethoven: Piano Concerto No 4 
in G. Shostakovich: Symphony No 
6. Conductor Vassily Sinaisky. 
9.35 Postscript 5: Finland is less 
than 100 years old as a country. It 
defined .itself as neither Swedish 
nor Russian, while both countries 
exerted great influence over it Is 
its indigenous culture now under 
threat from mobile phones, the 
European Union and Hollywood? 
Joe Farrell reports from Helsinki. 

10.00 Hear and Now. Verity 
Sharp presents music by two se- 
nior figures of the European post- 
war scene, both concerned with 
aspects of drama in musia Aii the 
music was specially recorded in 
the studio for tonight's pro- 
gramme. BBC Singers/Stefan 
Parkman, BBC Symphony Orches- 
tra/Diego Masson. Bussotti: II cat- 
alogo e questo Ilf. Henze: 

Orpheus behind the Wire; La selva 
incantata. 

1130 Jazz Century. 

12.00 Composer of the Week: 
Copland. (R) 

1.00 - 6.00 Through the Night 
RADIO 4 

(9Z4-94£MHz FM ) 

6.00 Today. 

9.00 NEWS; Desert Island Discs. 
9.45 Serial: Zarate. 

10.00 NEWS; Womanfe Hour. See 
Pick of the Day. 

11.00 NEWS; Beyond Black and 
White. .See Pick of the Day. 


tt.30 Sunny Side Up. 

12.00 NEWS: You and Yours. 
13L57 Weather. 

100 The World at One. 

130 Puzzle Panel. 

24)0 NEWS; The Archers. 

2.15 Afternoon Play: Dry Sherry. 
3JDO NEWS; Changing Places. 

3.30 First Nights. (R) 

3.45 This Sceptred Isle. 

4.00 NEWS; Writers' Masterclass. 

4.30 The Message. 

5.00 PM. 

5.57 Weather. ' 

6.00 Six OCIock News. 

6.30 The Sunday Format. 

7 MO NEWS; The Archers. 

7.15 Front Row. Mark Lawson with 
the arts programme. 

7.45 The Cry of the Bittern. An 
environmental drama by Tim Jack- 
son. With Sean Baker, Rachel 
Atkins and Marian Kemmer. Direc- 
tor Peter Leslie Wild (15/30). 

8.00 NEWS; Any Questions?. 
Jonathan Dimbleby is joined in 
Narberth, Pembrokeshire, by pan- 
ellists including Ron Davies MP. 
See Pick of the Day. 

8. 45 Letter from America. Alistair 
Cooke with another slice of Ameri- 
cana. 

94)0 NEWS; The Friday Play: 
Waiting. By Steve May. It is 9pm 
on the first Friday in March. Tessa 
is waiting for her 14-year-old 
daughter to come home. Tanya, rt 
appears, is not planning on ac- 
cepting the terms of her nine 
o'clock curfew. With Lindsey Coul- 
son, Kelly Wright and Harry My- 
ers. Director Jeremy Mortimer. 
McLeod and Dawn McCormack. 


Written and directed by Jeremy 
Weller. 

10.00 The World Tonight With 
Roger Hearing 

10.45 Book at Bedtime: Ernest 
Hemingway Centenary - The Sun 
Also Rises. John Sharian reads 
Hemingway'S acclaimed novel, 
whose protagonist Jake- Barnes, 
speaks for the Lost Generation of 
men and women drifting through 
a shattered Europe after the First 
World War (5/10). 

11.00 NEWS: Late Tackle. Eleanor 
Oldroyd and guests are in Dublin 
ahead of the Rugby Union Five 
Nations match between Ireland 
and England. Plus a look into Irish 
sport and the passion of the Irish 
for Rugby Union. 

12.00 News. 

12L30 The Late Book: Stories by 
Anton Chekhov. (R) 

12.48 Shipping Forecast 
100 As World Servica 
5.30 World News. 

5L35 Shipping Forecast 
5.40 Inshore Forecast 

5.45 Prayer for the Day. 

5.47 Leisure Update. 

5.56 - 6.00 Weather. 

RADIO 4 LW 
(198kHz ) 

9-45 - 104)0 An Act of Wbrshig 

12.00 - 12.04 News Headlines; 
Shipping Forecast 5.54 - 5.57 
Shipping Forecast 1130 - 6.00 
Today in Parliament 

RADIO 5 LIVE 

(693, 909kHz MW ) 

6.00 Breakfast 
94)0 Nicky Campbell. 


124)0 The Midday News. 

100 Ruscoe and Ca 
44)0 Drive. 

7.00 News Extra. 

7.30 Alan Green's Sportsnight 
AJan Green and his studio guests 
discuss the week's sporting issues 
and look ahead to the weekends 
fixtures. Plus updates and sec- 
ond-half commentary on Cardiff 
City v Chester City in Division 
Three. 

104)0 Late Night Live. Insight and 
comment on the day's big issues 
with Brian Hayes. Including Pa- 
pertalk. 1030 Sport 1U)0 News. 
11.15 The Financial World Tonight 
100 Up All Night 
54)0 - 6.00 Morning Reports. 

CLASSIC FM 

(lOOO-IOISMHz FM ) 

6.00 Nick Bailey. 8.00 Henry 
Kelly. 12.00 Requests. 2.00 Con- 
certo. 34)0 Jamie Crick. 6.30 
Newsnight 74)0 Smooth Classics 
at Seven. 9.00 Evening Concert 
Beethoven: Symphony No 2 in D. 
Berlin PO/Daniel Barenboim. 
Schumann: Farrtasiestucke, Op 73. 
David Shifrin (clarinet), Carol 
Rosen berger (piano). Brahms: 
Symphony No 1 in C minor. Scot- 
tish CO/Charles Mackerras. H.00 
Alan Mann. 2.00 Concerto 3.00 

- 6.00 Mark Griffiths. 

VIRGIN RADIO 

(1215, 1197-1260kHz MW 1053MHz 
FM) 

630 Russ Williams. 930 Mark 
Forrest 100 Nick Abbot 4.00 
Harriet Scott 7.00 Wheels of 
SteeL 11.00 Janey Lee Graca 

2.00 - 64)0 James Merritt 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(198kHz LW ) 

1.00 The World Today. 1.30 
Meridian (Books). 2.00 The World 
Today. 230 People and Politics. 

3.00 The World Today. 3.20 
Sports Roundup 3.30 Work! 
Business Report 3.45 InsighL 
44)0 The World Today. 4.30 
Weekend. 5.00 The World Today. 
5.30 - 6.00 My Century. 

TALK RADIO 

64)0 David Banks and Nick Ferrari. 
94)0 Scott Chisholm and Sally 
James. 124)0 Motoring LOO Anna 
Raeburn. 34M) OK to Talk. 54)0 
The SportZona 04)0 Nicky Home's 
Access Afl Areas 104)0 Dave Bar- 
rett 2.00 - 64)0 Mike Dickia 


Satellite and Cable 


SKY PREMIER 

64)0 ClaraS Heart (T988) (ttt43). 84)0 
Keeping the Promise fS97) (31660). 104)0 
Spao* Jam (896) (75650). t24» CHd 
Yefler f)9571 (54501). 24)0 CJaraS Heert ■■ 
(86® (17$2)). 44>Q .I{aepirtg the Process . k 
( 897) 0053). w» Space Jam (896) 
(37785). 84)0 The Lost World (897) 
00370018)' 1040 Conspiracy Theory 
(897) (89637056) 1225 Never Ulk to 
.-'tftrangera (895) (B202M8). 155 Mchael 
^Ooins (896) (64641254* 44)5 - 64H) 
vampte in Venice (887) (970065). 

SKY BAOVIEMAX 

740 Guinevere (893) (7388785). 94)0 
ThatS Right - VbuVe Wrong (830) 

06327). 1030 Mr HoflancTs Opus (895) 
(325940V 14)0 Guinevere (893) (24360). 
330 The Adventures of Sherlock 
Hoimes 1 Smarter Brother (1975) (3821) 
430 Mr Ho(lancfc Opus (895) (793292)- 
730 Preview (9476). 730 UK Top Ten 
(5143). 830 Action Heroes (8124). 830 
Movie Megic (7259V 930 Beverley H3s 
Mnja (897) (86563). 1030 High School 
Ugh (896) (4408143). H55 The Truth 
about Cats and Dogs (895) (232940). 
135 Erik the VWng (1989) (977544), 340 
The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes' 
Smarter Brother (875) (409542). *35 - 
730 GocfcBa vs Gbgan (872) (5863615). 

SKY CINEMA 

430 Road to Zanzibar (841) (7350211 ). 
830 Dragnet (854) (2753360). 830 
WM River (860) (2765105V 1030 The 
MBaffo BeanfleW War (887) (4612308V 
124)0 The Krertfn Letter (1970) 

• J&72B39e4V 235 The Legend of He« 
House (873) (1215457V 3-40 The White 
Tower (1850) (9693544). 545 Close. 


PICK OF THE Day 


■rtM'RtofeBiNS (right) is d jnas; - 
equalty at ease both in front of 
the cameras (The Shawshonk 
Redemption ) and behind (Dead 
Man Walking). He combines both 
roles for Bob Roberts (8pm 
FQmEbur). bis directorial debut 
In this sharp political satire, he 
plays Bob Roberts, a right-wing 
folk singer who trades on his 
down-home charm to stand for 
the Senate as a Republican 
against an old-fashioned liberal 
incumbent (Gore Vidal). Shot in 


at>skidO-documecLtary style, the 
film has a teen eye for detail, plus 
a slick performance from Alan 
Rickman as Roberts' henchman. 

One of the joys of having 
satellite is the access to almost 
year-round cricket. Viewers of 
International Cricket (2pm Sky 
Sports 2) will be interested to 
see how, after their disastrous 
tour of South Africa, the West 
Indies cope in the First Test 
against a rampant Australia 

James Hampton 



630 Short Attention Span Cinema 
(4385834V 830 Bob Roberts (892) 
(841679) See Pick of tbe Day. 330 Trevor 
(5858056). 935 Rooftop (8573756V 1030 
M Butterfly (893) P14465CA TL45 The 
Orth (552869V 124>0 Shivers (875) 
(7337148). 130 Damage (892) (6143631). 
330 • 630 LBth (864) (18257893V 

DISCOVERY CHANNEL 

430 Flax Hunt's Fishing Adventures 
(1346327). 430 W&fcer'B Wortd (1335211) 
530 Tima Travelers (3031637). 530 Ter- 
ra X (1326563). 630 WBdite SOS 
(1323476V 630 Adventures of the Quest 
(3349563V 730 The Quest (1336940V 
8.00 Outback Adventures P336489V 
830 Uncharted Africa (8106786V 84*0 
Shootto Thrifl (8059259V «30 Pinochet 

and Allende - Anatomy of a C 0143 


(8029018V T14>0 Weapons of War 
(8916969V 1230 Birth of a Salesman 
(9630099V 1-00 Terra X (9334099V 130 
True Travellers (3590983V 230 Close 

SKY ONE 

730 Couit DudoJa QB3H7V 730 The 
Simpsons (75582V 8JJ0 The Simpsons 
(46921V 830 Hofywood Squares (45292V 
930 Sidy Jessy Raphael (62579V 104)0 
The Oprah Winfrey Show (71768V 1130 
GuBtyl (84230V 124)0 Jenny Jones 
(93327V 130 Mad about Ybu (B20«v 130 
Jeopardy (73563V 230 Sally Jessy 
Raphael (59056). 330 Jenny Jones 
(82717V 4.00 GuBtyl (94582). 54K) Star 
Trek: Voyager (3679V 630 America!) 
Dumbest Criminals (6281V 630 Friends 
(1563V 730 The Simpsons (4308V 730 
The Simpsons (7717). 830 Beat the 
Crusher (12476V 930 Inside The X-Fletf 
(2594CJV «30 Cops (35327V «-°0 
Friends (9S2T1V tt30 Star Tr ek: Voy ager 
(34016V 1230 The Commish (27896V 130 
• 730 Long Play (3853885V 
SKY SPORTS 1 

630 Futures In Sport (92785V TOO Sky 

Sports Centre (W8501V »5 World 
Wrestfing (597872V 845 YbuTB on Sky 
Sports (3386150). 930 Racing News 
(2T2TIV 930 Aerobics - Oz St yle (49105V 
104)0 Spanish FbOtbal (I37B6V tLOO 
Footbal League Review (28292V «30 
Rjtbol MuncfeJ (20921V 1230 Aerobics - 
Oz Style (10W7V 1230 What a Weekend 
(43921). LOO Euopean Tour Goff 


(8330056V SJOO Futtx)i MuxfiaJ (2582). 
S30 What a Weekend (936QV 630 Sky 
Sports Centre (5S4QV 730 Super League 
Classics Wigan vs HuS (5187D4V 930 
GHette World Sport Special (63785V 1030 
Sky Sports Centre (77327V «30 Hold the 
Back Page (W495V 1230 Sky Sports Cen- 
tre (T178QV 130 WbrW WrestSng (35341V 
330 Super League Classics Wigan vs HuD 
(38709V 430 Hold the Back Page (56693) 
530 - 630 Sky Sports Centre (92273V 
SKY SPORTS 2 

730 Aerobics - Oz Style (6H1619V 730 
Sky Sports Centre (3978S1). 735 Racing 
News (9603056V 845 What a Weekend 
(5532124V 8-45 Sky Sports Centre 
(9541960). 930 Tight lines (26795821 
1030 The Rugby Oub (3266768V tLOO 
Ford Golf USA (2842679V 130 Footbal 
League Review (3066560V 130 Futbol 
MuxfeJ (1493563V 230 Cricket Wfest 
kx&es vs AustraEa (6439358V See Pick of 
the Day. 430 World Sport (4710710V 430 
Intemaional OrkAat West Indes vs Aus- 
tralia (8657037V 94K) Golf USA (6239150V 
tLOO Cycing (3483476V 1L30 Max Power 
(9301308V 1230 Saing (7869506V 130 
Super League Classics Wigan vs Hufi 
(6603952V 230 Sports Centre (S90TI46V 
330 Golf USA (1991902V 54K) Motor 
Sport (8795544). 530 - 63 Moto-p!us 
(2634419V 
SKY SPORTS 3 

H30 Futures tn Sport (92625766) 1230 
Itansworld Sport (19803834) 100 fish TV; 


Tight Lines (19812582) 2JOO Bobby Chart- 
ton's FootbaB Scrapbook (23073969V 330 
Football League Review (14300056V 430 
Survival of the Fittest (14389563V 430 
Max Power (79410969V 530 Moio-pfus 
(14309327V 630 CycSng (14399940V 630 
Inside the PGA Tour (1438Ce9& 730 Euro- 
pean Tour Golf (31803037V 930 Moio-pJus 
(92637501V 930 Extreme SaJftng 
(19804563) 1030 World WrestfriQ Federa- 
tion Raw (92628853) 1230 Close 
EUROSPORT 

730 Athletics (8923106) TLOO Alpine Ski- 
rig (28698) 1230 Alpine SkSng (57124) 
-LOO Srxwboarcing (66872) 2-00 Biathlon 
(4108717) 315 Alpine Skong (1072853) 

430 Cross-Country Skfing (63834) 530 
Btathfcxi (33940) 630 Alpine Sking 
(92105V Z30 Ice Skating (39124). 930 
BcKing (69308) 1030 Athletics (62495) 
1130 Ybz Action (29673) 1230 Snow- 
boartSng (46235) 1230 CtoB8() 

UK GOLD 

730 Crossroads (8909679) 730 Neigh- 
bours (6073747) 735 EastEnders 
(7137196) 830 The BSI (2168540) 930 
When the Boat Comes In (5426650) 1030 
Rhoda (3649259) 1130 Dallas (4463327) 
1L55 Neighbour (75646360) 12-25 East- 
Enders (2398414) 130 JuSet Bravo 
(1960495) 230 Dallas (7296018) 235 
The B3 (9919327) 335 EastEnders 
(3808563) 430 Rhoda (1344969) 530 Al 
Creatures Great and Smal (2786710) 630 
Dynasty (19802391 730 The Comedy Al- 


ternative: Ever Decreasing Orcies 
(7127766) 740 The Comedy Alternative: 
DadS Army (4595389) 8L20 The Comedy 
Alternative: The Brittas Empire (2726037) 
930 The Thin Etna Una (Wt2650) 930 
Harry Enfield and Chums (6218389) -KL20 
Ruby Wax Meets- Helen M&ren and Jubn- 
na MarguSes (2299037) 1130 The HI 
(8918327) 1230 Dr Who: The Chase 
@012525) 33 - 73 Shopprig (8423780) 
LIVING 

830 Tiny and Crew (79888056) 630 10 
plus 2 (48229389) 630 Phibert the Bog 
(96898969V &45 Greedysairus and the 
Gang £8880940) 630 Poka Dot Shorts 
(98 878>05 ) 730 Practical Parenting 
(3657872) 735 Professor Bubble 
(1722563) 730 CaBou (6259327) 735 
Bug Alert (7137259) 735 Practical Parent- 
ing (9245921) 830 Barroy and Friends 
(9262696) 835 BabakXS (1651037) 830 
Try Tales (3436018) 635 Tliy and Crew 
{4366056) 830 Practical Parenting 
(8893785) 930 Cant Cook. Wont Cook 
(8570124) 930 The Roseame Show - 
HighSghts (7457308) 1030 The Jerry 
Springer Show (9/88672) 1030 Maury 
Pcwich (3187650) 1140 The Heat Is On 
(23544872) 1250 Animal Rescue 
(21896969) 1230 Rescue 911 (92052722) 
UO Special Babies (39102300) 130 Be- 
yond Befef (606 47766) 2 40 The Jerry 
Springer Show (1079747) 340 Living Room 
(8814037) 430 MchaeJ Cote (2522389) 
430 Rotanda (SW6360) 5*0 Ready 
Steady, Cook (6448679V 645 The Jerry 
Springer Show (nS2785V 735 Rescue 911 
(4943211) 735 Arinsl Rescue (7883389) 
840 Many Povtch (2658149) 930 Film: 
The Woman Who Sinned (1991) (2762018) 
1130 Sax Fies H (7721766) 1&JDO Close. 
TNT 

930 WCW Nrtro on TNT (23609018) 

1135 WCW Thuidar (7S121S98V 130 
Night Digger (1971) (23718693) 345 Savage 
Messiah (1972) (13165896V 530 Oose( 
PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHANNEL 
730 Jemy (9560) 730 Grace Under Fre 
(4679) 830 Elen (6308) 830 Spin City 
0143)930 Drop the Dead Dortey 
(47698) 930 Whose Line Is It Anyway? 
(61327) 1030 Life Of Python (5700476) 
TU5 Lancelot Link (138259) t130The 
Larry Sanders Show (70563) 1230 Late 
Night with David Latterman (19322) 130 
Ttixl (92148) 130 Ftontflne (39167) 230 
Dr Katz (34273) 230 Tbs and Ftos 
(13780) 330 Mghtetand £8952) 330 Ab- 
bott & Costello (51772) 430 Oosa 


r* 


regional Television Variations 


1230 

a) 


BBC1 N IRELAND 

As BBC1 London except: 630 

Newsline 030 (211) 8.00 Making a Dif- 
ference (22271. 930 Making A Differ- 
ence (264105) 12.00 Film: Wtere 
Eagles Dare (833065) 230 JoWS BBC 
News 24 (6061815). 

BSC1 SCOTLAND 
A* BBC1 London exce 
Luch is Famb (Mouse and 
(21767476) 12.35 Orain agus Raman 
l Soria and Rhyme) (21766747) 12-40 . 
Padraia Post (Postman Pat) (92695853) 
630 News £259) 630 Reporting Scot- 
land: weather (211) 1035 Friday 
Sportseene (496582). 1035 Confer- 
ence 99 (177747) tt35 Rim: Where 

- fes Dare (73041327) 230 Joins 
! News 24 (2554902) 

WALES _ 

As BBCi London MWOPt: 6-3® 

wales Today (2ff) 1033 Juet UP Your 
Street (332563) «30 F^ng “tiw 
King' (984360) 

gtesDare (83514292). 2d5 Joins BBC 
Ptews 24 (84436525) 

ANGLIA 

As Cartton except: WjO .Aj. 

News and Weather (756^18) *' l ? t u _ rna 
ShorHand Strew (7188872). 135 Home 


and Away (35339501) 230 The Jerry 
Springer Show (5615*78) 330 AiwEa 
News and Weather (4091259) 530 
News; Weather (7W2S0). 630 AngHa 
News (327) 630 Off the Beaten Track 
(679) 1030 Anglia News and Weather 
(137360) 330 The Haunted Fish tank 
02543322) 330 Trisha (95861*8) 4.50 
JTV hflghlscreen (43221525). 530 Coro- 
nation Street (33964) 

CENTRAL 

As Carlton except: 1230 Central 
News and Weather (7566018) 130 Wish 
Ybu Wars Here-7 (31124) 330 Central 
News 14091259) 540 Shorfend Street 
(7166853). 530 News: Weather 
(77*230) 630 Home and Away 
(143439) 635 Central News and 
Whether (980327). 1030 Central News 
and Weather (137360) 1030 Late Tack- 
le (6791259) 1230 Murray and Martini 
FI Preview (62235) 1230 Anatomy of 
Disaster (96802) 4 JO JobfimJw 
(6228693) 53» Asian Eye (3606902) 

HTV WALES 

As Carlton axCOpft 1030 This 
Morning (4463030®. 12.16 HTV News 
t 43 n 650 ) 130 Wish Ybu Ware Here..? 
(31124) 1-30 Home and Away (33921) 
230 The Jerry Springer Show 


(5615476) 330 HTV News (4091259) 
5.10 A Country Practice (7166353). 
530 Home and Away (143489) 635 


Wales Tonight (630650). 6-55 A Taste of 
Things to Come (124W7). 1030 HTV 
News (137360) 320 The Haunted Fish- 
tank (12543322) 330 Trisha (9588148) 
4.50 (TV Nfahtscrean (43221525) 5.00 
Coronation Street (33964) 

HTV WEST 

As HTV Wales except: 130 Short- 
land Street (31124) 635 HTV West 
Weather (355495) 630 The West (679) 

merman 

As Carlton except: 1030 This 
Monting (44830306) 1245 Meridian 
News and Weather (43n6S0) LOO Short- 
land Street (7188872) 135 Home and 
Away (35939501) 230 The, 

Springer Show (5615476) 330 
News and Weather (4091259) 5JO Home 
and Away (7166853) 537 The Listings 
(732495) 5.40 News; weather (771230) 
630 Meritfen Tonight (59969) 1030 
MerkSan News and Weather (137360) 
1040 Dream Town (106259) 1110 Miff- 
ray and Martin^ FI Preview (505747) 
tL40 Fam: They Live (702i»v 330 
The Haunted Ftshtank (12543322) 330 
Trisha (9586148) 430 ITV f^ghtsersen 


(43221525V 530 Freescreen (33964) 

Westeountry 

As Carlton except: 1030 This Morn- 
ing (44330308) 1255 Wsstcointry News 
(4311650) 12.27 Bumiiations (7574037) 
130 westeountry Update (3TQ4) 330 
Westeountry News W091259) 630 West- 
country Live (59969) 1030 Westeountry 
News (151946V 10.45 The Other Side 
(423698) TU5 Murray and Martinis FI 
Preview (413211). 1145 FHm: The Car 
(3344(^. 330 The Haunted Fishtank 
nffi43322) 330 Trisha (9586140) 430 
ITV Kfightscreen (43221525) 530 Coro- 
nation street (33964) 

Y0RKSHB1E 

As Cartton except 1030 This Morn- 
ing (44830308V 1245 Calendar News 
and weather (4311650) 130 Home and 
Away (41081717) 125 The Jerry Springer 
Show (4470766) 240 Emmardate 
(9582121) 330 Calendar News (4091259V 
5.40 News; Weather 1378673) 535 Cal- 
endar (^5476) 630 Tonight (67$) 

1030 Calendar News and Waather 
(137360) lido The Band Plays Onl 
(716037) 1240 Anatomy of Disaster 
(43H099) 135 Coach (96T7H9V 
TYNE TEES 

As Yorkshire except: 1245 North 


East News and Weather (4311650) 330 
North East News and Weather (4091259) 
535 North East weather (752259) 

630 North East Tonight (59969) 1030 
North East News (137360) 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except 630 Sesame 
Street (08191360) 930 Ysgofion/Schools 
(28507360) 1230 Home Improvement 
(97382037) 1230 Sesame Street 
(28100582) 130 Planed Plant (67154476) 
130 FIm: The Wings of Eagtes 
(62533495)430 Dishes (67495679) 

530 Planed Plant (90470105) 530 
Countdown (67419259) 630 NawydtSon 
(93728292) BJO Hen© (86218495) *00 
Pobol yCwm (90190969) 730 Newyd- 
dion (67196308V 830 Cafe Gwlad 
(90176389) 830 Y Clwb Rygts 
(90488134) 930 Pawb a'i Fam 
(37630230) 1030 Bfookside: An evening 
with Karen and Andy pushes Jackie over 
the edge (72945582) 1035 Frasier 
(350407B5) 1135 So Graham Norton 
(83044969). tL45 TF1 Friday (35408211) 
1230 The RU Pali SHOW (B56 56377) 
120 4 Later Late Toon (52963457) 130 
4 Later The Mod Squad (75045877) 

230 4 Later. VidS (43349780) 3.00- 
435 Film: FSme Is the Spur* (24284051) 


INDEPENDENT PURSUITS 

CHESS 

JON SPEELMAN 


GARY KASPAROV maintained his 
hold on the supergrandmaster tour- 
nament in Linares on 'Wednesday, 
with a victory against Vhssily Ivan- 
chuk that kept a point and a half lead 
over Vladimir Kramnik, while Visw- 
anathan Anand dropped to third. 

Normally a tornado with White 
and merely a strong gale with the 
Black pieces, Kasparoy has in 
Linares almost completely reversed 
these roles, blowing away all four op- 
ponents in his Black games thus far 
- albeit after quite a lot of huffing and 
puffing in some - while exerting only 
a gentle breeze with White which 
has resulted in four draws after rel- 
atively mild unpleasantness, be- 
fore be finally downed Ivanchuk. 

After nine rounds and a rest day 
yesterday the scores are: Kasparov 
7/9, Kramnik 5.5, Anand 5, Adams 
15, Leko and Topalov 4 and Svidler 
and Ivanchuk 3. Today's round will 
test Kasparov’s “Black strategy" as 
he feces Anand. The other pairings 
are Ivanchuk vs Kramnik, Svidler vs 
Adams and Tbpalov us Leko. 

For those with an Internet con- 
nection, the games can be followed 
live (starting 2^3 Opm - 4.30pm Span- 
ish time if I’m not mistaken) - go to 
httpy'/www.chesscenter.com/twic/ 
twidhtml and follow' the links. There 
are six rounds left, with battle con- 
tinuing till Wednesday 10 March. 

The most interesting game on 
Wednesday was Topalov’s heroic de- 
cision to meet Kramnik's Petroff 
with the ancient Cochrane Gambit 
4 Nxf7!?, named after the Scot John 
Cochrane (179&-1878). 

In return for the horse. White gets 
two central pawns and exposes the 
enemy king somewhat The normal 
follow-up is 5 d4 when 5 ...c5 is sup- 
posed to be a good response, im- 
mediately challenging White's 
central hegemony. And although 


Topalov, rather unusually, played 5 
Nc3, Kramnik decided to follow this 
recipe anyway 

The advantage of Topalov's move 
order became apparent when he 
replied 6 Bc4+ inducing 6 . . .Befi and 
the black king into the centre -a ser- 
ious gain of time for White; a move 
earlier theory dismisses 5 Bc4+ ow- 
ing to 5 .. .d5! 6 exd5 Bd6! with quick 
development 

Both players were reluctant to 
lose time exchanging the c5 and d 6 
pawns and after Kramnik finally re- 
captured II ...dxc5 the material bal- 
ance stabilised for the moment as 
two pawns for the piece. 

Although Topalov got in f4 and 
e5, his position still looked rather 
ropey and 15 ...Nxe3 16 Qxe3 Be? 
17 Ne4 gG or 17 ...c4 was one pas- 
sible improvement for Kramnik 
while 17 ...Qe6 also looks good. I 
think 21 . . .Kh7 might have been bet- 
ter than 21 ...Rc8 since the strong 
22Qb6+ seemed to redress the bal- 
ance. At the end 32 Rxc5 Ng3 + 33 
Kh2 (not 33 K£2 Ne4+) 33 ....Nfl+ 
is a forced repetition. 

White: Veselin Topalov 

Blade Vladimir Kramnik 
Petroff Defence 


I e4 e5 

17 Qc4+ Kg6 

2ND Nf6 

IS h3 Nh6 

3 Nxe5 d6 

19 Nb5 36 

4 Nxf7 Kxfr 

20 Nxd4 cxd4 

5 Nc3 c5 

21 Qxd4 RcS 

6 Bc4+ Be6 

22 Qb6+ Kh7 

7 Bxe6+ Kxe6 

23 Qxb? Rxc2 

Sd4Kf7 

24 Be3 QgG 

9 dxcS Nc6 

25 Rcl Rxcl 

10 Qe2 Qd7 

26 Rxcl NI5 

11 Be3 dxc5 

27 BE2 h4 

12 f4 Re8 

28 Kh2 NQ + 

13 e5 Ng4 

29 Kh2 Nfl + 

14 Rdl QB 

30 Kgl Qbl 

15 0-0 h5 

31 Bxh4Bc5+ 

16 Bel Nd4 



BRIDGE 

ALAN HIRON 


IF YOU are reasonably sure that 
your partner can win a trick, it is 
rarely right to ruff ahead of him. 
Bast on this deal, however; read a 
little more into the situation. 

East, who had been suffering a 
long succession of poor hands, 
chose a good moment to indulge in 
a first in hand psyche (a dangerous 
manoeuvre) when he opened One 
Heart Unwilling' to be shut out 
with an unsuitable hand for a dou- 
ble and short of points for a 1 no- 
trumps overcall. South elected to 
join in with One Spade. Now 3 no- 
trumps (Ideally played by North) 
would have been the best contract 
but, not unnaturally. North placed 
his partner with longer spades and 
the final contract was Four Spades. 

West led ^8 and (although in 
practice the king would have 
worked well) declarer played low 
from dummy and won with his 
queen. He continued with ♦ J and 
♦ A but when West followed with 
the seven and eight he stopped to 
think. If the trumps did not break, 
the side suit had to be established 
while dummy still held a trump to 
take care of a possible fourth round 
of hearts. (By this time he was a lit- 
tle suspicious of East’s opening 
bid.) Instead of another trump. 


North-South game; dealer East 


North 
♦J 10 6 
<?K75 

OAJ863 
♦A 10 

West 

Etest 

♦ 87 

+ 5432 

<TS3 

S?AJ 1094 

0KO4 

02 - - 

♦ QS7652 +J94 


South 
♦ A K Q 9 
«5?Q62 

0 10 9 7 5 
+ K3 


South led 0 30 and West covered 
with his queen. Declarer went up 
with dummy’s ace and continued 
with 03. 

East placed his partner with 
0 K and the normal play would be 
to discard. However, East realised 
that if he let West win with OKhis 
partner would not be able both to 
give him a ruff and lead through 
T?K. So East ruffed the diamond 
and exited with a club. Now when 
West got in with 0 K he continued 
hearts to defeat the contract. 


Concise Crossword 


N 03862 Friday 5 March 



ACROSS 

I Perfumes (6) 

4 Woman’s name (5) 

8 Go over points again (5) 

9 Mathematical proposition (7) 

10 Not taking sides (7) 

II Part of leg (4) 

12 Cover (3) 

14 Optical glass (4) 

15 Move slowly (4) 

18 Thus, as printed (3) 

21 Comply with order (4) 

23 Social worker (7) 

25 Ruler's wife (7) 

26 Indigent (5) 

21 Mark (5) 

28 Behind 1 6} 

Solatia a to yesterday’s Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS: 1 Pune, 4 Pecks (Perspex), 10 Up&urce. 1 1 Lolly. )2Thsi. 13 Ostrich. 15 Cano. 
17 Cache. 19 Gauge. 22 Opal. 25 Summon*, 27 Aware. 29 Ounce. TO Ladders. 31 Ocean, 
32 Itnity- DOWN: 2 Unsay. 3 Sciaich, 5 Edau ti Killing. 7 Busty, S Felon, 9 Myths, 1 J Saga. 

16 Aeon, IS Almanac. 20 Aladdin. 21 Ascot, 23 Psalm. 24 Feast. 26 Opera, 2S Adept. 


DOWN 

1 Run quickly (6) 

2 Shut out (7) 

3 Senior officers (3,5) 

4 Source of new life (4) 

5 Tree (5) 

6 Bewail (6) 

7 Motionless (5) 

13 Card suit (S) 

16 Grant ( 7) 

17 Deteriorate (6) 

19 Artificial watercourse (5) 

20 Coloured pencil (6) 

22 Israeli resort (5) 

24 Hasty (4) 
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